
From �e Bag

The Canadian Green Bag

Longueville Snow was probably best known to lawyers of his time
as a productive and entrepreneurial commentator on Canadian criminal
and landlord-tenant law. See Sylvio Normand, La peripherie du texte dans

les ouvrages juridiques quebecois, 39 Les Cahiers De Droit 75, 132 (1998)
(cataloging Snow’s major works published between 1896 and 1917). Snow’s
greatest legacy certainly is his Snow’s Annotated Criminal Code of Canada (as
amended up to and including I Ed. VII). First published in 1901 by The Snow Law
Publishing Company of Montreal, an updated version is in print today. See
David S. Rose, Snow’s Annotated Criminal Code (Thomson Carswell 1988 �
Supps.). The Green Bag remembers Snow fondly for an enterprise that did not
prove as durable: The Canadian Green Bag – An Entertaining Journal for Lawyers.
The Õrst issue of the Canadian Green Bag is a now-rare 10-page magazine with a
Montreal, January 1, 1895, dateline. Our copy includes a subscription
solicitation form (reproduced on page 191) that begins with a reasonable ques-
tion:

The success on the other side of the line of a periodical devoted to the entertainment of
lawyers prompts the very natural enquiry: Why should Canada not possess such a
publication, specially adapted to her needs in that direction?

After a recitation of the many beneÕts of subscribing to the Canadian Green
Bag, including “the advantage over its American contemporary of appearing
weekly instead of monthly,” the solicitation closes with a warning:

The price charged for this publication is only $2.00 per annum, which, when compared
with the $4.00 charged for the American publication of the same nature, and having a
very much wider Õeld for circulation, is seen to be remarkably low. It need scarcely be
pointed out, therefore, that only a large list of subscribers will warrant the work being
proceeded with.

The solicitation form in our copy of the Canadian Green Bag appears
untouched. It seems likely that too many other forms met the same fate and
that Snow did not build his hoped-for “large list of subscribers,” because the
Õrst issue of the Canadian Green Bag was also the last. It was a remarkably com-
plete failure. Our research has uncovered no indication that any contemporary
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publication noticed either the creation or the expiration of the northern Bag.
And no other law journal cited any of the articles in it for nearly a century. The
Õrst and so far only scholarly reference to the Canadian Green Bag appeared in a
reputable Canadian law review in 1993. See W.E. Brett Code, The Salt Men of
Goderich in Ontario’s Court of Chancery: Ontario Salt Co. v. Merchants Salt Co.
and the Judicial Enforcement of Combinations, 38 McGill L.J. 517, 556-57 � n.136
(1993) (citing The Honorable Sir Samuel Henry Strong: Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of Canada, 1 Canadian Green Bag 1 (1895)). Perhaps the Green Bag’s
republication of the entire Canadian Green Bag on the following pages will
breathe a bit of new life into the legacy of our mayÔy Canadian cousin.

– The Editors
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