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First Things First
John Doe Defendants in Farmer-Paellman v. FleetBoston et al.

Ward Farnsworth

The debate over reparations to descendants of slaves has, like most matters of
public interest, turned into a lawsuit. The case raises large questions involving
the law of torts, equitable remedies, and doctrines governing timeliness; but
might it also raise homelier yet urgent questions about federal jurisdiction?
Professor Ward Farnsworth thinks so, as the letter reproduced on the
following pages shows.

– The Editors

Ward Farnsworth is an Associate Professor of Law at the Boston University School of Law.
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