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Suppose we pass a lot of laws. Do we get praised? Certainly not. We
then get denounced by everybody for being a “Meddlesome
Congress” and for being a “Busybody Congress.” Is it not so?

But suppose we take warning from that experience. Suppose that
in our succeeding session we pass only a few laws. Are we any
better off? Certainly not. Then everybody ... denounces us for
being an “Incompetent Congress” and a “Do-Nothing Congress.”

We have no escape — absolutely none. We have no chance — just
absolutely no chance. The only way for a Congressman to be happy
is to realize that he has no chance.

Speaker Nicholas Longworth (R. 1925-1931)
quoted by Speaker Tip O'Neill (D. 1977-1987)
in The New Federalist Papers 108-09 (1988)
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SusscripTioNs: One year (four issues) costs $35. Email
subscriptions@greenbag.org or see back cover. For single- and
back-issues, call William S. Hein & Co. at (800) 828-7572.

EprroriaL Poricy: We publish authors’ ideas in their
own words. We fix typos and other mistakes, and make
minor changes to adjust to Green Bag format. Additional
suggestions are just that.

AvutHor NoTEs: We write them. We will note authors’
gratitude to research assistants. Colleagues who make major
contributions should share the byline. Colleagues who are
helpful in small ways should be recognized in something
printed by Hallmark, not the Green Bag.

Susmissions: We welcome anything that is short, clear,
interesting, and law-related. For those who prefer rules to
standards, that means no more than 5,000 words and o to
50 footnotes (which count against your 5,000). We like
poetry, anecdotes, cartoons, and other miscellany. Please
send submissions to editors@greenbag.org. We will consider
hardcopy in cases of hardship. Letters are welcome, and sub-

ject to the same standards.

DeapLiNEs: August 1 for the Autumn issue; November 1
for Winter; February 1 for Spring; May 1 for Summer.

DeaLiNG wiTH AuTHORITY: Citations should be accu-
rate and unobtrusive. Authors may use any form they like;
we edit only to keep footnotes from looking like goulash.
Familiar sources need no citation.

CoryriGHT: If no copyright notice appears in an author
note, the Green Bag holds the copyright. You may duplicate
such items for classroom use, provided (1) copies are distrib-
uted at or below cost of reproduction; (2) the author and the
Green Bag are identified; (3) proper copyright notice is
affixed to each copy; and (4) the Green Bag is notified. Other
duplication, electronic or otherwise, is prohibited without
advance written permission. If a copyright notice appears,
permission requests must be sent to the author.

ExcepTIoNs: Maybe.

Note: The Green Bag is pleased to report that this issue
was slightly delayed by the arrival of Oliver Montgomery
Kosma on July 9, 2000, 8 Ibs. 2 0z.

CoRRESPONDENCE: Green Bag, 6600 Barnaby Street NW,
Washington, DC 20015. Telephone: (202) 775-3007. Email:
editors@greenbag.org. Web: www.greenbag.org. 9
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