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SOME CORRESPONDENCE 

ABOUT SELF-IMPOSED  
JUDICIAL BURDENS 
John Paul Stevens &  Warner W. Gardner† 

Two years ago we published a few of Warner W. Gardner’s 
thoughts about the workloads of U.S. Supreme Court Justices.1 
Now seems like a good time to present a little follow-up: The 
well-tempered response by Supreme Court Justice John Paul 
Stevens to Gardner’s well-informed thoughts, and Gardner’s 
cordial response to Stevens. 

– The Editors 

  

                                                                                                                            
† To learn a little bit more about the two extraordinarily accomplished and long-lived lawyers – John 

Paul Stevens (1920-2019) and Warner W. Gardner (1909-2003) – whose notes to each other are 
reprinted here, see page 5 of this issue and page 13 of the Autumn 2021 issue of the Green Bag, and 
Bennett Boskey’s remarks on page 271 of the Spring 2006 issue. Thanks again to the Gardner family, 
and especially Hannah Gardner, for letting us publish more of his work. See, e.g., Warner W. 
Gardner, Memories of the 1937 Constitutional Revolution, Parts I & II, 22 Green Bag 2d 219 & 
293 (2019). 

1 Warner W. Gardner, A Speculation as to Whether Judicial Burdens Are Self-Imposed, 25 Green 
Bag 2d 13 (2021). 



John Paul Stevens &  Warner W. Gardner 

52 27 GREEN BAG 2D 

  



Some Correspondence About Self-Imposed Judicial Burdens 

AUTUMN 2023 53 

 
  



John Paul Stevens &  Warner W. Gardner 

54 27 GREEN BAG 2D 

 

 




