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Thereafter, issues of Legal Bibliography were “Published and Distributed 
Gratuitously at Irregular Intervals,” in accordance with the plan announced 
on page one of that first issue in November 1881. Issues 2 and 3 appeared 
in May and December 1882, and Issue 4 in October 1883.  

In December 1884, Issue 5 announced the retirement of Bugbee and the 
contintuation of the enterprise under Soule’s name alone. Issue 5 also sig-
nalled Soule’s interest in doing more with Legal Bibliography. Issues 1-4 had 
featured – as promised in Issue 1 – “matters of interest and amusement” to 
lawyers, along with “solid information” about the “drier details of editions 
and prices.” Issue 5 added more and went farther. It was the first to include 
an illustration (of Matthew Hale), and the first to feature a new section 
titled “Notes and Queries.” This was an obvious invocation of the famously 
cerebral yet accessible British periodical Notes and Queries, which had been 
enjoying remarkable commercial success since its founding in 1849.6 Soule 
also made other, less dramatic changes, including a lengthening of some of 
the more scholarly blurbs, and – in another intriguing bit of foreshadowing 
– an enthusiastic announcement that his firm was the American agent for 
an ambitious new English periodical, The Law Quarterly Review. In other 
words, under Soule’s sole proprietorship, Legal Bibliography promptly took 
several steps – perhaps even a leap – in the direction of engaging literary 
legal scholarship, without foresaking its core marketing function. 

Thereafter, Legal Bibliography continued to appear at irregular intervals, 
but with a trend toward more pictures, more scholarly notes and queries, 
and wider, more varied coverage of and commentary on “matters of interest 
and amusement” to lawyers. Issue 6 (September 1885), for example, had 
two portraits of John Marshall and an illustrated advertisement for Webster’s 
Unabridged Dictionary, and was ten pages long. Future issues would have at 
least as many pictures, and would rarely subside to the periodical’s original 
eight-page length. By Issue 10 (February 1888), it was very nearly as much 
a journal of legal scholarship and practice as it was a catalog of law books 
for sale. Thus, the issue opened with news of a new edition of Metcalf on 
Contracts, and then proceeded to devote roughly four times as much space 
to an illustrated biography of Judge Metcalf as it did to promotion of the 
new edition of his Contracts. At twelve pages long and with a half-dozen 
photographs of prominent jurists, Issue 10 was another phase in the trans-
                                                                                                                            

6 See Patrick Leary, A Victorian Virtual Community, 25 Victorian Rev. 61 (2000). 
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formation begun in Issue 5 from a Legal Bibliography that was a book catalog 
into a Legal Bibliography that was a scholarly journal. 

Sometime during the year or so between Issue 10 and Issue 11, Soule 
completed that transformation. But rather than doing so within the frame-
work of Legal Bibliography, he retained his clever occasional book catalog 
largely as it was and created a whole new and even more extraordinary 
publication, which he named The Green Bag. I do not know (yet) exactly 
when or why Soule proceeded as he did. But here is some food for thought.  

1. Soule seems to have been a great appreciator of two successful English 
periodicals: (a) Notes and Queries (the literary journal whose name he used for 
a column in Legal Bibliography back in 1884) and (b) The Law Quarterly Review 
(the journal for which he was an agent, and which he had described in Issue 
10 of Legal Bibliography as “in many respects the best law magazine published 
in the English language” and worthy of all “thinking and reading lawyers”).  

2. In 1888, Lippincott’s Magazine editor William S. Walsh launched Ameri-
can Notes and Queries – an American version of the English literary journal 
emulated by Soule.7 

3. Should we be surprised, then, that Soule did not sit on his hands, 
waiting for some other enterprising American to do for the English The 
Law Quarterly Review what Walsh had done for the English Notes and Queries?  

4. In 1889, Legal Bibliography editor Charles C. Soule launched his 
American version of The Law Quarterly Review. But instead of calling it The 
American Law Quarterly Review, he showed some flair – as he had for nearly 
a decade with Legal Bibliography – and called it The Green Bag. 

Issue 11 of Legal Bibliography (January 1889), replete with effusions about 
the advent of The Green Bag, is reproduced on the eight pages after this one. 
Yes, eight. Perhaps it returned to its original size because Soule had a new 
outlet for “matters of interest and amusement” for lawyers. The notice in 
the July 13, 1889 issue of American Notes and Queries must have been espe-
cially gratifying to him: “The Green Bag is attractive outside and inside. It is 
handsomely illustrated, and the variety of matter that it contains makes it 
as readable to the layman as it must be fascinating to the lawyer.” 

So, the answer to the question we began with is, to put it over-simply, 
that the Green Bag was born in a bookshop, which feels about right.8  
                                                                                                                            

7 See Notes and Queries, The [Natchez, MS] Weekly Democrat, June 13, 1888, at 2. 
8 Cf. Ray Betzner, The Story of His Life, Studies in Starret, vincentstarrett.com (May 25, 2018). 
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