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THE IMPEACHMENT OF  
JUDGE SWAYNE 

A GREEN BAG DEFENSE AND A GREEN BAG REPORT 

Charles E. Littlefield† 

To the best of our knowledge, this journal has had nothing to do 
with any federal impeachment proceedings in living memory. But 
there was a time (one time, at least) when both the Green Bag and 
the important (in olden times, at least) lawyerly accoutrement af-
ter which it is named were in the news in connection with pro-
ceedings of that kind. Judge Charles Swayne of the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of Florida was impeached by the 
U.S. House of Representatives on December 23, 1904, tried in the 
U.S. Senate, and acquitted of all charges on February 27, 1905. In 
April 1905, the Green Bag published Congressman Charles Little-
field’s fascinating and occasionally vivid critique of the Swayne 
proceedings. The newspapers noticed. The Louisville Courier-Journal, 
for example, observed:  

                                                                                                                            
† Charles E. Littlefield served the people of Maine in Congress from 1899 to 1908 and later served 

the U.S. Supreme Court as special master in a dispute between Virginia and West Virginia. See J. 
Sup. Ct. U.S. (Oct. Term 1909) 144; Virginia v. West Virginia, 238 U.S. 202 (1915). 
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We assume the Courier-Journal was referring to both the author and 
the publisher. Perhaps even more gratifying for Green Bag aficionados 
is the Washington Post’s contemporaneous coverage of some finer 
points of the trial tactics of counsel for Swayne.  

 

Washington Post, Feb. 25, 1905, at 6 
_______________________________________ 

 
We do not have copies of the manuscripts Anthony Higgins pulled 
from his green bag, but we do have Littleton’s article. So, that is 
what we will share with you. 

– The Editors 
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