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TRIAL BY MEDIA 
THE QUEEN CAROLINE AFFAIR, PART 3 – 

SYMPATHY FOR THE QUEEN 

Cynthia Roman &  Mike Widener† 

In the Spring and Summer issues of the Green Bag, we printed the 
first two installments (of four) of a catalog of “Trial by Media: The 
Queen Caroline Affair,” a thought-provoking and beautiful exhibi-
tion that appeared last year at Yale Law School’s Lillian Goldman 
Law Library (and is still available online). What we have here in 
the third installment are a short introduction to the “Sympathy for 
the Queen” part of the exhibition by co-curators Cynthia Roman 
and Mike Widener (their full introduction to the whole exhibition is 
in the Spring Green Bag), followed by images associated with this part 
of the exhibition (in, unfortunately, black-and-white, though they 
can be seen in their natural colors online), and associated essays by 
Jocelyn Harris and Richard Kopley. 

– The Editors 

S THE TRIAL CAPTIVATED the nation, public opinion encompassed 
diverse perspectives. While vilifying, lampooning images sup-
ported the ouster of the Queen, Caroline’s plight alternatively 
served both radical causes and the defense of women’s rights. 

These causes demanded more sympathetic media portrayals, which artists  
  

                                                                                                                            
† Cynthia Roman is the Curator of Prints, Drawings & Paintings in the Lewis Walpole Library at Yale 

University. Mike Widener is the Rare Book Librarian in the Lillian Goldman Law Library at Yale 
University. 
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and publishers likewise produced for public consumption, especially fol-
lowing her premature death within a year of the divorce proceedings. Flat-
tering images of a dignified and beloved queen embellished keepsakes such 
as collectible boxes and modest printed portraits for domestic display. Her 
passing was lamented with respectful images of the funeral procession and 
laudatory accounts of her life and death. 

 
 

 
 
  



Trial by Media, Part 3 – Sympathy for the Queen 

AUTUMN 2020 59 

Title: The Queen’s letter to the King. Contributor: Rare Book Collection, Lillian Gold-
man Law Library, Yale Law School. Identifier: Rare Map Case 0004, http://search. 
library.yale.edu/catalog/b1280403.  
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Title: Fairburn’s edition of the life and death of her majesty Caroline Amelia 
Elizabeth, Queen of England, including every interesting particular relative 
to her last moments. Contributor: Rare Book Collection, Lillian Goldman 
Law Library, Yale Law School. Identifier: Rare26 08-0221, http://search. 
library.yale.edu/catalog/b1233016.  
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Title: “They have destroyed me.” Contributor: The Lewis Walpole Library, Yale University. 
Identifier: File 53 C292 821b+, http://hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid/13630162. 
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Above: Title: Caroline Queen of England. Contributor: The Lewis Walpole Library, Yale 
University. Identifier: 66 821 C292 Shelved in Object Room A:B, http://hdl.handle. 
net/10079/bibid/13303084. 
 
Facing page: Title: A correct view of the funeral procession of Her Late Most Gracious 
Majesty Queen Caroline when passing through the city of London on the 14th of Augst. 
1821. Creator: James Pollard. Contributor: The Lewis Walpole Library, Yale University. 
Identifier: 821.08.24.01++, http://hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid/13302539. 
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Title: Honour to the defenders of innocence & the rights of the nation. Contributor: The 
Lewis Walpole Library, Yale University. Identifier: 66 820 H759. Shelved in Object 
Room A:B, http://hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid/13191617. 




