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TRIAL BY MEDIA 
THE QUEEN CAROLINE AFFAIR, PART 2 – 

SATIRICAL PRINTS 

Cynthia Roman &  Mike Widener† 

In the Spring issue of the Green Bag, we printed the first installment 
(of four) of a catalog of “Trial by Media: The Queen Caroline Affair,” 
a thought-provoking and beautiful exhibition that appeared last year 
at Yale Law School’s Lillian Goldman Law Library (and is still avail-
able online). What we have here in the second installment are a 
short introduction to the “Satirical Prints” part of the exhibition by 
co-curators Cynthia Roman and Mike Widener (their full introduc-
tion to the whole exhibition is in the Spring Green Bag), followed by 
images of the exhibited satirical prints (in, unfortunately, black-and-
white, though they can be seen in their natural colors online), and 
associated essays by Andrew Bricker, William Anthony Hay, Kristin 
Samuelian, and Dana Van Kooy. 

– The Editors 

URING THE LATE EIGHTEENTH and early nineteenth centuries, 
political satire and caricature prints brazenly lampooned poli-
ticians and important social figures with rude and bawdy 
characterizations. Not even the royals were spared. Such humor 

was a potent arbiter in London politics and society. The Queen Caroline  
  

                                                                                                                            
† Cynthia Roman is the Curator of Prints, Drawings & Paintings in the Lewis Walpole Library at Yale 

University. Mike Widener is the Rare Book Librarian in the Lillian Goldman Law Library at Yale 
University. 

D 



Cynthia Roman & Mike Widener 

314 23 GREEN BAG 2D 

 
 
divorce proceedings generated salacious gossip that captivated the nation 
and provided plentiful subjects for publishers and printmakers. 

George Humphrey’s shop on St. James’s Street in London’s fashionable 
West End offered hand-colored etchings by the most accomplished satirists 
of the day for purchase by those with ample wealth – these were not inex-
pensive – or viewing by others in the shop window. No party was spared. 
George IV and Queen Caroline alike were subject to the biting satire of 
George and Robert Cruikshank, Theodore Lane, and John Lewis Marks, 
among others, and the laughter of Londoners and foreign visitors. 

 
 

 
 
  



Trial by Media, Part 2 – Satirical Prints 

SUMMER 2020 315 

Title: A new favorite royal alphabet for the 17th of August: dedicated to the 
peers of Great Britain: consisting of various characters. Creator: Peter Pangloss. 
Contributor: Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School. Identifier: Ra-
re26 08-0226 pam11 http://search.library.yale.edu/catalog/b1261523.  
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Title: A new favorite royal alphabet for the 17th of August: dedicated to the peers of 
Great Britain: consisting of various characters. Creator: Peter Pangloss. Contributor: 
Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School. Identifier: Rare26 08-0226 pam11 
http://search.library.yale.edu/catalog/b1261523. 

  



Trial by Media, Part 2 – Satirical Prints 

SUMMER 2020 317 

Title: Poetical address from the ladies of the cabinet ministers, to Bartolomo 
Pergami, Knight of the Bath, of Malta, and of Saint Caroline. Contributor: 
Lewis Walpole Library, Yale University Library. Identifier: File 53 B445 815+ 
http://hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid/13350735.  
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Title: The Cock of cotton walk, and maid of all work, alias “Non mi ricordo,” and “Je ne 
me rappelle pas. Contributor: Lewis Walpole Library, Yale University Library. Identifier: 
763 820C http://hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid/13055695.  



Trial by Media, Part 2 – Satirical Prints 

SUMMER 2020 319 

Title: The Queen’s matrimonial ladder. Creator: William Hone. Contributor: Lillian Gold-
man Law Library, Yale Law School. Identifier: Rare26 08-0226 pam1 http://search. 
library.yale.edu/catalog/b1261557.  
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Title: The Queen’s matrimonial ladder. Creator: William Hone. Contributor: Lillian 
Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School. Identifier: Rare26 08-0226 pam1 
http://search.library.yale.edu/catalog/b1261557.  
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SUMMER 2020 321 

Title: “Tent-ation”. Creator: Theodore Lane. Contributor: Lewis Walpole Library, Yale 
University Library. Identifier: 821.06.25.01 http://hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid/ 
14028703. 
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Title: A groan from the throne. Contributor: Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law 
School. Identifier: Rare26 08-0226 pam2 http://search.library.yale.edu/catalog/ 
b1261556.  
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School. Identifier: Rare26 08-0226 pam2 http://search.library.yale.edu/catalog/ 
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Title: Bergami’s little darling. Contributor: Lewis Walpole Library, Yale University  
Library. Identifier: 821.01.25.01 http://hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid/13086012. 

  



Trial by Media, Part 2 – Satirical Prints 

SUMMER 2020 325 

Title: Bat, Cat and Mat. Creator: Theodore Lane. Contributor: Lewis Walpole Library, 
Yale University Library. Identifier: 821.06.01.04 http://hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid 
/14028777. 
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Title: Installation of a Knight Companion of the Bath. Creator: Theodore Lane. Contrib-
utor: Lewis Walpole Library, Yale University Library. Identifier: 821.06.01.05 http:// 
hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid/14028816. 

  



Trial by Media, Part 2 – Satirical Prints 

SUMMER 2020 327 

Title: Mémoires de monsieur le b[ar]on Pergami. Contributor: Lewis Walpole Library, 
Yale University Library. Identifier: 53 B445 820 http://hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid 
/13664086. 
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Title: The R–l libertine reclaimed, or, The anticipation of a reconciliation. Creator: John 
Lewis Marks. Contributor: Lewis Walpole Library, Yale University Library. Identifier: 
821.02.00.04 http://hdl.handle.net/10079/bibid/7920385. 




