
 

 

 
 
 

FROM THE BAG 



 

 

Under the brightest and darkest of skies I have 
passed more than a half-century at the national  
capital, surrounded all the while by the most  
illustrious people of my own and other countries.  
I have been familiar with the great events and 
movements that have made America and Americans 
what they are, and I honor the men and women 
great and small who have had a part in the building 
of this peerless Republic, which guarantees to all 
men life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

Mrs. John A. Logan 
Reminiscences of a Soldier’s Wife 451 (1913) 

Pictured: caption Mary Simmerson Cunningham Logan. 
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THIRTY YEARS IN WASHINGTON 
OR LIFE AND SCENES IN OUR NATIONAL CAPITAL 

Mrs. John A. Logan† 

Mary Simmerson Cunningham Logan moved to Washington, DC 
from Illinois in 1867 as the wife of Congressman John A. Logan. She 
spent most of the next two decades supporting John’s career in the 
House of Representatives and then in the Senate. After he died in of-
fice in 1886, Mary remained in the capital city for close to 40 years, 
during which she built a productive career as an author and editor – 
or at least that was when her work in those fields became known to 
the public. She “began her work [as a writer] when she was very 
young, but did not use her own name until after [Senator] Logan’s 
death.” Carrie Earle Garrett, First Attempts of Famous Literary Women, 
Arthur’s Home Magazine, Aug. 1892, at 713. Mary started work on 
her main editorial enterprise, The Home Magazine, shortly after John’s 
death. It was a great success, with hundreds of thousands of sub-
scribers at the peak of its popularity. The Bobbs-Merrill Company 
purchased it in 1906 and Mary retired from the editorship two years 
later. She also wrote a column for the Hearst newspaper syndicate 
and several well-received books, including The Part Taken by Women 
in American History and Thirty Years in Washington, a combination 
memoir and civics text. We have extracted a few sections from Thirty 
Years that give an intriguing view of life and the law in the capital city a 
century and more ago – the preface, a diagram of the Capitol, and 
the chapter on the Justice Department and the Supreme Court, which 
Mary calls “The Heaven of Legal Ambition.” 

– The Editors  

                                                                                                                            
† Mrs. Logan (1838-1923) was an author and editor based in Washington, DC. 
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Mary’s long service to her husband’s political career at a time when 
she had no chance to pursue a similar career of her own is a classic of 
sexist injustice. Her work did, however, pay a dividend that most 
women of her day had no chance to earn: She had a network of 
powerful advocates for her own work after John was gone. It was a 
small return on her investment, certainly, but a return nonetheless. 
For example, subscription-only bookselling was big during the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. Endorsements – celebrity endorsements in 
marketing materials and local endorsements by subscription-takers – 
were highly valued. The ten pages that follow this one are from a 
subscription marketing booklet for Thirty Years in Washington. After 
reading the names (and orders) on the first nine of those pages, 
wouldn’t you want to put your name (and order) on the tenth? 

– The Editors  
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