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Plainly, the more rules you can invent, the less need
there will be to waste time over fruitless puzzling
about right and wrong. The best sort of rules are those
which prohibit important, but perfectly innocent,
actions, such as smoking in College Courts, or walking
to Madingley on Sunday without academical dress.
The merit of such regulations is that, having nothing
to do with right or wrong, they help to obscure these
troublesome considerations in other cases, and to
relieve the mind of all sense of obligation toward
society.

F.M. Cornford

Microcosmographia
Academica 19 (1908)
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