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[A] word of advice to such of my hearers as may
happen to be professors. I am allowed to use
plain English because everybody knows that I
could use mathematical logic if I chose. . ..

I suggest to young professors that their first
work should be written in a jargon only to be
understood by the erudite few. With that behind
them, they can ever after say what they have to
say in a language “‘understanded of the people’.
In these days, when our very lives are at the
mercy of the professors, I cannot but think that
they would deserve our gratitude if they
adopted my advice.

Bertrand Russell

How I Write, in Portraits from
Memory (1956)
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