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SELF‐JUSTIFICATION 
ONE PARTNER’S RHYMING CLAIM 
TO A BIGGER SLICE OF THE PIE 

Arthur E. Pape† 

N EARLY 1991, I WAS A PARTNER in Katten Muchin and Zavis 
(now Katten Muchin Rosenman, LLP). At that time the firm 
required a memorandum from each partner setting forth why 
the partner deserved a humongous portion of the firm’s prof-

its. In going through some old stuff this morning, my wife found a 
copy of the memorandum that I wrote to the firm in January 1991 
to justify my existence. 

I do not know what effect, if any, this memorandum had on my 
compensation, but I was told that it won the contest for best self-
justification memo. Incidentally, I am now a sole practitioner and 
have never been happier. 

 

                                                                                                    
† Art Pape’s shingle  hangs in Wheaton, Illinois. See www.papelaw.com. 
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