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Chief Justice John Jay
The Annotated Bobblehead

He was the first member of the 
Court appointed from New 
York. He resigned the Chief- 
Justiceship in 1795 to serve as 
governor of that state.

He is holding the second 
volume (2 Dallas) of the 
U.S. Reports because it 
covers most of his years 
of service on the Court 
and includes his opinion 
in Chisholm v. Georgia, 2 
U.S. 419 (1793), which 
inspired the the 11th 
amendment to the 
Constitution. It also 
includes, in a footnote to 
Hayburn’s Case, 2 U.S. 
409 (1792), letters to 
President Washington 
explaining his and four 
other Justices’ refusals 
to render decisions as 
circuit judges that 
would, by statute, be 
subject to review by the 
Secretary of War.  

There is some 
evidence that  
in the Court’s 
earliest years at 
least some of 
the Justices 
wore robes that 
were not plain 
black, and 
many portraits 
of Jay show 
him in black 
robes with 
salmon facings 
and white trim.


