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NORBURIED 
Ross E. Davies* 

his is our sixth Baker Street Almanac. For an explanation of why the 
Green Bag launched this ship and why we are so optimistic about its 
course, please read “Laws of Demand and Supply” in the 2019 edi-

tion. It is available on our website (www.greenbag.org). 

FRESH DEVELOPMENTS 
Every year of this project brings new and interesting contributors, topics, 

writings, and works of art. Here are some examples (I say “some” because 
this little preface lacks space to mention all the new niftinesses): 

• Johanna Draper Carlson’s new annual review of “Sherlock Holmes 
and Comics.” Johanna is a leading authority on the subject, and 
runs the Comics Worth Reading website.1 

• Madeline Quiñones’s illustrations for our treatment of “How Wat-
son Learned the Trick” (detail above) — her latest foray into cleverly 
conceived, beautifully rendered Sherlock art. For another taste, see 
her visualizations accompanying Joshua Harvey’s S.P.O.D.E.2 

• Our growing coverage of the Sherlockian virtual world, with reports 
from four leading communities — Five Miles from Anywhere (led by 
Derrick Belanger), the Hounds of the Internet (led by Alexander E. 
Braun), the Montague Street Incorrigibles (led by Brad Keefauver), 
and the Sherlockian Chronologist Guild (also led by Brad). 

• Our first installment of the rightly renowned Baker Street Elementary 
comic strip, by Joe Fay, Rusty Mason, and Stephen Mason (detail 
below; for more, see page 18). 

  

                                                                                                         
* Ross Davies is a Green Bag editor. 
1 To learn more, listen to her interview on I Hear of Sherlock Everywhere (www.ihearofsherlock.com). 
2 www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FcnusUXg8k. 

T 
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WHISPERS OF “NORBURY” 
We err. And Rich Krisciunas reads carefully. Here is what he noticed in 

the 2022 Baker Street Almanac: 
Page 18, third paragraph, fourth line: 

“He was saying help us, because he more you help us” — “he” 
should be “the” 

Page 78, first full paragraph, third line: 

“The Canon, ACD, and a Certaoin Gracious Lady” — “Cer-
taoin” should be “Certain” 

Page 98, third full paragraph, second line from the bottom: 

“including the Leland Hotel and the Stockholm restaurant, which 
(sic) a brief” — there should be a “had” after “which” 

Page 162, the listing for The Harpooners of the Sea Unicorn: 

“J. Andrew basford” — should be “J. Andrew Basford” 

Page 177, listing for Five Miles from Anywhere:  

“Derrick Belanger” should be inserted below “An International 
Sherlock Holmes Society” 

Page 311, first full paragraph, line 8: 

“2002” should be “2022” 

Page 317, second paragraph, fifth line: 

“Lion’s Man” — “Man” should be “Mane” 

Rich is the kind of reader we adore. He takes in every single word. He does 
not merely see them. And he is contributing to a long, admirable tradition of 
careful Sherlockian reading, as the page reproduced at right from the De-
cember 1903 issue of The Editor: A Journal of Information for Literary Workers 
shows. Can you find the missing “the” in Collier’s? 

For his attention — and his willingness to share what he observes —
Rich has earned a special honor from the Baker Street Almanac. See the last 
paragraph of this preface for more about that. 

If you catch an error — large or small — in the Baker Street Almanac 
please do let us know (email editors@greenbag.org). 
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ONE OR TWO LITTLE FANCIES 
A Baker Street Almanac often travels (or at least exits our mailroom) in 

the company of other Sherlockian items. The 2019 edition, for example, was 
wrapped in a “How Watson Learned the Trick” dust jacket, the 2021 edition 
contained “Priory School” cricket caps, and the 2022 edition was accompa-
nied by an “Abbey Grange” two-sided jigsaw puzzle. This year’s edition is (or 
was) supplemented by a purple toothbrush from the offices of George Wil-
liam Barlow, L.D.S., R.C.S., dentist to Sherlock Holmes, and by a limited-
edition set of postcards featuring the illustrations by Madeline Quiñones 
(who acts here as her own colorist) for “How Watson Learned the Trick.” 

Who knows? Maybe next year we will have our very own beryl coronet 
(see page 314). 

THANKS 
As ever, we thank the librarians, and Ira Brad Matetsky (whose sharp 

glance is always the last cast upon the Baker Street Almanac3), and Rich 
Krisciunas (who has joined Ira this year for the last-minute, or at least last-
week-or-so, flyspecking business4). And we thank you, reader, for reading. 
Please do write if you think of something we ought to start or stop doing. 

Ross E. Davies 
February 28, 2023 

 

                                                                                                         
3 Cf. Davies v. Mann, 152 Eng. Rep. 588 (1882). 
4 Cf. a fortiori Davies v. Mann, 152 Eng. Rep. 588 (1882). 
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THE RETURN OF  

IN-PERSON CONFERENCES 
Susan and Ben Vizoskie* 

n-person conferences are returning to Sherlockian life to great acclaim. 
For the many Sherlockians who are social beings, nothing is more en-
joyable than being with others who share their interest in Sherlock 

Holmes. In 2022, we were delighted to be able to attend two conferences: 
“Sherlock Holmes and the British Empire,” sponsored by the Baker Street 
Irregulars, occurring at Bear Mountain Inn, New York on July 29-31, 2022; 
and “Jubilee @ 221B: Celebrating 50 Years of the Bootmakers of Toronto 
and the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection,” sponsored jointly by the Friends 
of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection and the Bootmakers, occurring in 
Toronto, Canada on September 22-25, 2022.  

Conferences are publicized well in advance to aid prospective attendees 
in their planning. Dates are announced, and a schedule is provided. Confer-
ences may follow a traditional weekend schedule with sessions on Saturday 
and a portion of Sunday as was the case at the British Empire conference or 
an extended format may be used with additional presentations on Friday as 
occurred at the Jubilee conference.  

In some cases, a conference theme is announced or a provisional roster of 
speakers and/or topics is publicized. Speakers and their presentations form 
the backbone of most conferences. Presenters may discuss a new topic or look 
at a familiar topic from a new perspective. In either situation, details may be 
                                                                                                         
* Susan and Ben Vizoskie have long served as officers of The Three Garridebs, in Westchester County, 
NY. All photos are by Ben (except for the photo of Henry Boote, which is by Randall Stock), and all 
photos of the BSI’s Empire Conference are courtesy of the BSI. Copyright 2023 Susan and Ben Vizoskie. 

I 



THE RETURN OF IN-PERSON CONFERENCES 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   6 

provided that deepen attendees’ understanding and appreciation of the subject. 
There were a multitude of knowledgeable and entertaining speakers at both 
conferences, including Sherlockians from beyond the host countries. Attendees 
thoroughly appreciated their efforts and enjoyed their presentations.  

Frequently, a banquet is scheduled for Saturday evening. Socializing be-
gins with a cocktail hour and continues throughout the evening; dining is 
interspersed with a program that may include toasts, a speaker, and perhaps 
other entertainment. In Toronto, attendees could participate in such a gath-
ering. Fine toasts were offered, Nicholas Meyer was a fascinating and admi-
rable keynote speaker, and a violinist performed as part of the program, also.  

At the British Empire conference, a less formal experience was conceived 
for Saturday evening. Cocktails and a buffet dinner were followed by a 
choice or combination of three activities: browsing and purchasing at the 
Merchants Room; listening, dancing, or singing to music played in “Day’s 
Music-Hall”; or, in the “Cavendish Club,” playing whist, a card game that 
was popular across the British Empire. Both Saturday evenings were enter-
taining, convivial, and provided an important opportunity to relax and enjoy 
the camaraderie that is so typical at a Sherlockian conference. 

The location of the conference may be an added attraction. Often Sher-
lockians research the conference site, whether a rural area or a city. Some 
“British Empire” attendees toured the U.S. Military Academy at West Point 
located nearby or took advantage of the Bear Mountain State Park facilities. 
In Toronto, some attendees included additional time to join the walking 
tour of Arthur Conan Doyle’s Toronto or to see other city attractions.  

If the site of a conference is a library with a special collection, optional 
tours of the building and its holdings are often incorporated into the program. 
Libraries or special collections often feature exhibitions that are tailored for 
the conference and showcase some of their treasures. This was the case in 
Toronto, and some conference goers used the opportunity to do research in 
the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection preceding or following the conference. 

Whether many or few, vendors always provide attendees with the possi-
bility of finding a perfect item for an existing collection or to inaugurate a new 
collection; for filling the gap on the bookshelf with a special volume; or for 
discovering a long-sought Sherlockian treasure. Vendors were present at both 
conferences offering diversion and delight to browsers and collectors alike.  

Both conferences provided beautiful programs and distinctive carry bags 
to all, and there were other unexpected items as well. At the British Empire 
conference, each attendee received a creative two-part surprise, a new Sher-
lockian edition of a deck of playing cards from Queen Victoria’s 1887 Jubilee, 
accompanied by questions and a quiz related to the cards and the Sidney 
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Paget illustrations on the face of each card. In Toronto, a Sherlockian quiz 
was included in attendees’ program packets; each question featured the num-
ber 50, effectively linking the Canon and the anniversary being celebrated.  

It is not an easy task to create an appealing conference that exceeds the 
expectations of the attendees and satisfies the requirements and constraints 
of various venues. Ross Davies, the organizer of “Sherlock Holmes and the 
British Empire,” and Cliff Goldfarb and Mike Ranieri, the organizers of 
“Jubilee @ 221B: Celebrating 50 Years of the Bootmakers of Toronto and 
the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection,” succeeded splendidly, leaving confer-
ence goers with many very special memories. 
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BAKER STREET ELEMENTARY 
Stephen Mason, Rusty Mason, and Joe Fay* 

 
                                                                                                         
* To learn more about these three extraordinary comic talents and their work, visit www.dfw-sherlock.org/ 
baker-street-elementary.html. Copyright 2023 Stephen Mason, Rusty Mason, and Joe Fay. There is 
also a snippet of this comic strip on page 1. 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

But unfortunately the power of accumulating knowledge 
and that of imparting it are two very different things, and 
the uninspired historian becomes merely the dignified 
compiler of an enlarged almanac.  

Arthur Conan Doyle,  
Through the Magic Door,  

Cassell’s Magazine, Aug. 1907 
 
 

Editors’ note: This still hurts.  
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SHERLOCK IN AUSTRALIA 2022 
Bill Barnes* 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Melbourne 

After a hiatus in 2021 the group reunited for their Annual Dinner and 
some learned presentations in 2022. Here’s hoping the impetus continues 
for further Sherlockian camaraderie. 

Sherlock Holmes Society of Western Australia 

This group continued their successful formula of a mix of regular meetings 
and informal catch-ups. They are the most social of Australian societies and 
members regularly host get-togethers in their homes. 

The Sydney Passengers 

Having pioneered the online meeting format in Australia in 2021, the 
Passengers continued with this arrangement in 2022 to great success. It was 
wonderful that overseas members (and some guests) were able to join in  
the meetings and be entertained and informed by the interesting range of 
speakers. 

The Unscrupulous Rascals 

Members have formed a group called the Sherlock Holmes Players to 
present the occasional live reading of old radio plays, etc. This has been a hit 
at meetings and there may even be occasion for external performances in the 
future. 

We all enjoyed our participation in the fun of being a Sherlockian or 
Doylean. There is always something new to learn and the friendships made 
last forever. 
  

                                                                                                         
* Bill Barnes is the Captain of The Sydney Passengers. Copyright 2023 Bill Barnes. 
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SHERLOCKIAN ACTIVITY IN AUSTRALIA 2022 
Key 

SP = The Sydney Passengers 
SHSWA = Sherlock Holmes Society of Western Australia 
SHSM = The Sherlock Holmes Society of Melbourne 
UR = The Unscrupulous Rascals (Sherlock Holmes Society 

of South Australia) 

Date Group Event Location Details 

16-Jan SHSWA SH Birthday 
BBQ and AGM 

Member’s home Presentation of awards,  
planning of 2022 events and 
the Annual Empty House 
Shoot. 

13-Feb SP Meeting Online Talk by Liese Sherwood-Fabre 
on “The Scandalous Canon.” 

20-Feb UR Meeting Rob Roy Hotel, 
Adelaide 

Quiz on REIG. Live reading 
of 1945 radio play “Murder in 
the Casbah” by the Sherlock 
Holmes Players. 

26-Feb SHSWA Meeting Members’ home Show and Tell — Sherlock-
iana, Victorian era, or crime 
related. 

15-May SP Meeting Online Two talks by Daniel Friedman 
— “The Man Who Saved 
Sherlock Holmes” and 
“Holmes’ University — Oxford 
or Cambridge?” 

15-May UR Meeting Rob Roy Hotel, 
Adelaide 

Quiz on SUSS. Talk on “The 
Mystery of the Mary Celeste” 
by Mark Chellew. 

28-May SHSWA Movie night Members’ home Cartoons, newsreels, film 
trailers and main feature.  

25-Jun SHSWA Informal catch-
up over coffee 

Members’ home Social event. 

21-Aug UR Meeting Rob Roy Hotel, 
Adelaide 

Quiz on GOLD. Talk on 
“Adelaide at the time of  
Conan Doyle’s visit” by Glen 
Woodard. 

27-Aug SHSWA Informal catch-
up over wine and 
cheese 

Member’s home Social event plus a talk on 
“Wines of the Canon” by Fred 
Rutter. 
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Date Group Event Location Details 

11-Sep SP Meeting Online Talk by Antony Richards — 
“How Not to Be a Sherlockian 
Publisher.” 

17-Sep SHSWA Informal catch-
up over coffee 

Old Theatre Lane 
Café, Claremont 

Social event. 

30-Oct SHSWA Annual Croquet 
Day 

Members’ home 
(croquet lawn in 
neighbour’s yard) 

Fierce and ruthless competi-
tion played in good spirit. 

19-Nov SHSM Annual Dinner The Melbourne 
Club 

Amiable dinner, followed by 
two talks related to THOR — 
“Mrs Gibson’s Death as Ex-
amined by a Coroner” by  
Darren Bracken, and “The 
Curious Incident of the Gun” 
by Gary Nolan; plus a talk on 
“Holmes’ use of a loaded  
hunting crop” by Michael 
Duke. 

20-Nov UR Meeting Rob Roy Hotel, 
Adelaide 

Quiz on STOC. Talk on 
“Looking at the Detective 
Figure in the Time of Holmes” 
by Martina Taeker. 

20-Nov SP Play —  
“Sherlock 
Holmes and The 
Case of the 
Jersey Lily” 

Genesian Theatre, 
Sydney 

Theatre outing. 

27-Nov SHSWA Annual Blue 
Carbuncle 
Luncheon 

Members’ home Social event and pre-
Christmas catch-up. 
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CZECH SOCIETY OF SHERLOCK HOLMES 
IN THE YEAR OF 2022 OR 169 ANNO HOLMESI 

Aleš M. Kolodrubec* 

he year 2022 started for us on January 8 again with an on-line meeting 
to celebrate Sherlock Holmes’ birthday. After Canonical toasts to 
The Immortals, we enjoyed a chat as well as a Canonical quiz. Ten 

questions were focused on ten stories from The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 
which had been discussed in our study group so far. The winner received a 
certificate via e-mail immediately. 

In that year we also kept on discussing Canonical stories in our on-line 
monthly meetings of the study group. In October we finished The Adventures 
of Sherlock Holmes and then we moved to “Silver Blaze” and The Memoirs of 
Sherlock Holmes. 

Ian Bennett of the Cesspudlians of London, Ontario started to attend 
our meetings and became a member. 

Two of our members continued attending Zoom meetings of other socie-
ties around the world and became members of The Legion of Zoom. These 
two also passed the exams of the Fortescue Scholarship and became proud 
Artium Magisters in Sherlockiana. 

During the year our group of pipesmokers attended several competitions 
in slow pipe-smoking under our flag. One of the competitions was also ac-
companied by an exhibition of works of art connected with smoking in gen-
eral. Two paintings from my private collection were thus put on display there, 
too. One with a Canonical quiz showing ten icons connected with ten cases 
of Sherlock Holmes, the other a smoker’s still-life. 

After a long time our society finally organized an in-person meeting. 
This function was organized to commemorate the Resurrection of Sherlock 
Holmes and his return from the Great Hiatus. It took place in Brno (Brun 
— the capital of Moravia) on May 14. We spent a nice time together, en-
joyed talking to each other, and played a Canonical version of the Kim’s 
game. A paper on Lady Hallé written by the author of this contribution and 
published in The Passengers’ Log (Vol. 15, Nos. 3 & 4) was read there, too. 
(Lady Hallé — Wilhelmine Norman Neruda — was born on March 21, 
1838.) A Sherlock Holmes teddy bear commissioned by several of us became 
later a mascot of our society. 
                                                                                                         
* Aleš Kolodrubec is an Executive Founder and President of the Czech Society of Sherlock Holmes 
since its founding. All of the photographs are by Aleš, except the one captioned “Part of our compe-
tition team,” which is by Jitka Uvegesova. 

T 
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_______________________________________________________________________ 

Photos on the previous page: Top: the Czech Society’s Brno meeting. Middle, from 
left to right: the Canonical quiz painting from Aleš Kolodrubec’s collection, Sherlock 
Bear Holmes, and the smoker's still-life painting from Aleš’s collection. Bottom: part of 
the Czech Society’s pipe-smoking competion team (this photo by Jitka Uvegesova).  
Photos on this page: Left: briar machining at the BPK factory. Right: Markéta Kočí 
during the BPK factory tour.  
Photos on the facing page: Top right: musuem of pipes poster. Top left: Baker Street 
corner exhibit at the museum. Bottom: world-renowned pipe paintings. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

On August 11, 2022, my colleague from our society Markéta Kočí and I 
visited the pipe-making factory of BPK Ltd. in Proseč — a small town in 
East Bohemia at the border with Moravia. After an interesting hour spent on 
the premises and watching pipe production, we moved to the town museum, 
which focuses mainly on the history of pipe-making in the region. The  
museum also displays a corner of the Baker Street 221B sitting room, as well 
as world-known paintings with pipesmokers. Later our article on the history 
of pipe-making in Proseč was written and published in the double issue of 
The Passsengers’ Log (No. 2/ Vol. 25 & No. 1 / Vol. 26). 

 

 
Our usual December pre-Christmas in-person meeting was cancelled 

and scheduled for the following year to be combined with the Toast to the 
Immortals to take place in Prague on January 7, 2023. 
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SHERLOCK IN DENMARK 2022 
Michael Skov Lambek* 

AARSMØDET 
hat could possibly go wrong, we asked in last year’s Almanac — 
rhetorically. Forebodingly. Foolishly! Well, we could have refrained 
from asking that particular question for one thing to begin with; 

for, as a matter of course, certain health and safety measures apparently 
could go wrong — as good old corona precautions came zooming along once 
more! So, the January 8 meeting was online only (dress-code less than formal 
— what gaily patterned pyjama bottoms might have been worn out of the 
scope of the camera?): thus, alas, toasts without speeches, quizzes without 
prizes, meetings without really meeting … 

(The Danish by-laws do state that the AGM must be held on January 6 
— or as close to that date as practically possible; but with the nefarious 
ghost of covid thus still looming in the background, “practically possible” 
apparently can refer to as much as several months. Apparently.) 

AARSMØDET (PART II) 
Thus, the first day for the AGM practically possible was apparently the 

May 7 (but better four months late than never). And in Denmark, the Merry 
Month of May is traditional for confirming one’s religious beliefs; and what 
better, grander, or world-wider religion than that of Sherlockendom? 

Thus, far removed from the traditional natal day of the Master in cold 
and bleak January, many devout Sherlockians had now gathered in God’s 
own glorious spring sun in order to manifest the Confirmation of their Faith. 
(No new members, granted; but none over the Reichenbach, either, thank-
fully.) And what better, grander, or world-wider venue to do that than in the 
austere but the beautiful, high-ceilinged vaults underneath the old Freder-
iksberg Townhall? (Frederiksberg, being a minor municipality within Co-
penhagen itself, sports its own separate townhall — if you must know.) 

New venue, same revered traditions, as the Musgrave Ritual, solemnly 
recited by all congregated, opened the service. After that, the four Wise 
Men and one Wise Woman (of the Board) came bearing sweet gifts to the 

                                                                                                         
* M.S. Lambek is the Scatmester of the Danish Baker Street Irregulars, who really must try and get 
some of that proper Conanical research writing going! Just as soon, that is, as he has finished writing 
up minutes from all the various social gatherings of the Danish BSI and all of their scions … Copy-
right 2023 Michael Skov Lambek. 
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assembled flock: black pieces of candy called “Formosan Drops” in a box 
personally designed for the occasion by Svend Ranild, BSI (who also pre-
sented another volume of his traditional Studies in Ranild chapbooks). 

One of said flock had even made the long pilgrimage all the way from 
the northern Scandinavian provinces: welcome to Åmund Grimstad of 
Norway! 

The Holy Supper subsequently took place (both wine and water duly 
served); and after Communion, several wholly Conanical toasts were pro-
posed — and this time with proper speeches, too: Mette Pedersen toasted 
Dr Watson; Åmund, Mrs. Hudson; and Christof Gleie Broder, Mycroft! 
The Rev. President, Mia Stampe Lagergaard, BSI, then preached of the 
goodness of past communal activities, while the more secular-minded Scat-
mester communicated about coins in the coffers. 

This year, however, no member of the congregation needed to be ex-
communicated for heretical utterings or publications; but alas, no member 
had been elevated either into the saintly status of BSI: the Holy Mother 
Church! (Well, even though you can’t have too much of a good thing, you 
can’t have that thing every year.) 

We forgot to show Svend Ranild’s BSI Copenhagen trunk label last year 
(his Investiture was “A Copenhagen Label,” you know) — duly designed by 
the Invested Irregular himself! An old research paper (1958) by old Danish 
Sherlockian Erik Arenfalk proved irrefutably that Messrs Enoch Drebber and 
Joseph Stangerson travelled across the continent to London via Copenhagen, 
and stayed at the Hotel Victoria in Store Strandstræde — which by a very 
curious coincidence was the very same hostelry that Messrs Felix M. Morley 
and Edgar W. Smith, BSI, (no other comparison) visited when they, too, in 
1959 and ’60 went to Copenhagen. 

Another old member (but not quite that old) of the Danish BSI, however, 
could celebrate her anniversary: Lene Bach Cordes has held her membership 
card for an astonishing 40 years — why, she does not look a year over 40 
herself: congratulations! 

Later on in the evening, the white-washed vaults with their stained-glass 
windows reverberated with heavenly choir song (well, a lot of wine had filled 
our cups) of the traditional hymn: the old translation of “The Road to Baker 
Street,” with the author, Palle Schantz Lauridsen, BSI, himself accompany-
ing on the old six-stringed. And then there were the Master’s cross-words: 
not our Saviour’s last words on the cross (!) — but rather a traditional cross-
word puzzle set with real Conanical clues. 

And to cap it all: “Copenhagen” Svend had, as per usual, set a devilish 
difficult quiz! And finally, as an appropriate postlude, Patrick Gowers’ 
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hauntingly beautiful score to Granada’s “Dancing Men” filled the sombre 
vaults and lent them the apposite solemn atmosphere to end the lesson. And 
thus, having once more confirmed their Holmesian faith, much rejoicing 
was shared by all members of the Sherlock Holmes Church in Denmark: 
elementary to that. 

REMEMBER SCION? 
On March 26, The Speckled Gang of Copenhagen scion met at the 

Rosenkilde residence: the chosen subject of their spring meeting was “Never 
Trust a Woman.” So, trust them to give presentations a-plenty of female 
connections in the Canon: from wives and victims — to nihilists and cyclists. 

Thus, Rie Lund Rosenkilde, for instance, talked on the “roguish” women 
in the Canon — which surprisingly, and rather interestingly, side-tracked the 
debate into which particular Danish word would best translate that particular 
sobriquet (“fræk”?). The Scatmester somehow found time to talk on a hith-
erto unknown critic, who was not only possibly the first dabbler in Higher 
Criticism, but also the first female one: Helen Elizabeth Wilson, in the Cor-
nell Magazine in 1898. 

“Copenhagen” Svend (for some reason always keen on A Study in Scarlet) 
began talking of men in women’s clothing (Mrs. Sawyer) and finished with 
women in men’s (Mrs. Norton). Whereas the President had brought her 
own Victorian-style dress in the exact electric blue colour of Violet Hunter’s 
— and talked of that colour, which apparently was produced with coal tar 
derivatives. Now, you cannot get more Conanical than that, can you? 

Our summer tradition of throwing Victorian Picnics in one of Copenha-
gen’s parks has taken place so many times (at least twice) — come rain or 
shine (mostly rain) — that it is now referred to merely as our “VicPic”! And 
for once, when we met on the June 19, 2022, what came was shine! As well 
as a shining cornucopia of scones, poppy-seed muffins, and Palle’s delicious 
finger sandwiches! 

On the September 1, we gathered at the Presidential Copenhagen abode 
under the autumnal theme: “The Game is Afoot — but what is the Game?” 
It turned out that it was a board game, “The Baker Street Irregulars,” in the 
series of board games, Sherlock Holmes Consulting Detective. In the specific 
case called “The Curzon Street Kidnaping,” the contestants not only learned 
new ways of thinking logically and deductively, but also discovered certain 
new and hitherto undetected personality traits of each other! (We are relieved 
to be able to announce that all still remain members, though.) 
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Alas, no news this year from Aalborg’s grand old scion, The Cimbrian 
Friends of Baker Street, but The (Very) Common Loafers of Kolding (not 
Copenhagen) are proud to announce that they met twice throughout 2022, at 
The (Very) English Pub there, doing what they do best: discussing Conanical 
Adventures and drinking Conanical Toasts! Boisterously. As we are told. We 
take their (loud) word for it. 

WONDERFUL, WONDERFUL COPENHAGEN 
The distinguished Five Orange Pipes scion did not fail to deliver, however 

— and managed to forego previous years’ extinguished pipes and meet to 
light up no fewer than three times in Copenhagen in 2022: on April 2, May 
7, and November 13. Admittedly, other subjects than strictly Sherlockian 
matters were touched upon; but, as they assure us that it was done in thick 
tobacco fumes, it was quite in the Master’s spirit — and thus a good thing. 

May 28 saw a brand-new venue in our capital: The Copenhagen Comics 
festival at Øksnehallen! Club members Bo Green Jensen (writer, poet, and 
critic — isn’t everyone one these days?) and Hallie Chance Lauridsen (doctor 
in media studies and not to be confused with Lauritzen!) were moderated by 
Christian Monggaard (author, collector, and film editor) in a talk on Sher-
lockian cartoons and comics in Denmark: from Storm P. a century ago — 
via Kaj Engholm in the 1960s, and Freddy Milton in the ’70s — to the most 
recently rediscovered works of Peter og Perle (of more, below). 

And on October 15, at the “Drop Inn” in downtown Copenhagen, certain 
members of the board met a certain Hon. President, BSI, and his violin. At 
this venue, we did hear a lot of bluesy jazz from Dr Django & His Nurses; 
but, as we heard of Sherlock nowhere, this might not qualify for a mention 
in Jens Byskov Jensen’s musical dispatches. 

SHERLOCKIANA 
But not all was devout frivolity and solemn shenanigans: proper and seri-

ous Sherlockian research was undertaken by learned scholars and made public 
in the parish magazine, Sherlockiana. 

“Copenhagen” Svend commented sagely on the centenary of The Case-
Book, with some observations upon “The Problem of Thor Bridge” (not A 
Study in Scarlet); Christian Monggaard mused endearingly on the enduring 
qualities of Disney’s Great Mouse Detective; while the Scatmester found time 
to harangue sarcastically upon the more fleeting qualities of Netflix’s The 
Irregulars. (Though, for some reason, October’s new Enola Holmes film 
completely failed to get a mention. Even in dispatches.) 
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Naturally, Lauridsen, PhD (not to be confused with old Sherlockian roy-
alty like Lauritzen, BSI) did not fail to mention that Sherlock Holmes still 
does not exist — and not as an e-book either! (But as nobody really ever reads 
those e-books in Denmark, there were no grounds for excommunication this 
year!) That is, when Palle was not too busy helping Don Hobbs, BSI, with 
the massive number of Danish (incl. Copenhagen) entries in his gargantuan 
Galactic Sherlock Holmes! 

Additionally, “Copenhagen” Svend penned two more lengthy articles on 
A Study in Scarlet (a specific specialty of his) — this time on film; while the 
Scatmester also had time to write two extremely lengthy articles on the hith-
erto unsolvable problem of how to date an old Danish Conanical book pub-
lication hitherto undatable (1989 — if you must know). 

Furthermore, professional setter of cross-words, Paw Mathiasen, had set 
not one but two specific Sherlockian cross-words, Carsten Frölich contrib-
uted on The 39 Steps, and “Koder & Kryptogrammer” (a conference on 
Codes & Cryptogrammes in collaboration with the resident Danish Edgar 
Allan Poe Society) was once more rescheduled for a later date: this time, the 
November 12. And that’s final! 

And finally, the Scatmester did, by some inexplicable means, also manage 
to seem to be able to find time to review some of the publications of the season. 

(VERY) APOCRYPHAL BOOKS 
Talking of publications, isn’t it remarkable that one and the same example 

of writing can either be read as the finest examples of classical literature for 
the mature and discerning reader — or as innocent children’s books for the 
very young beginners? 

These haven’t been mentioned before, but this year thus saw three volumes 
published by Gads Forlag based on the Easy Classics in The Sherlock Holmes 
Children’s Collection, illustrated by Arianna Bellucci and translated into Danish 
by Trine Bech: Sherlock Holmes 4: Det plettede bånd (SPEC); 5: De rødhåredes 
forening (REDH); amd 6: Reigate-mysteriet (REIG). Get ’em while they’re 
young! 

Old Disney comics of various film classics include Sherlock M. (M. for 
Mickey) Mouse in a retelling of “Baskervilles Hund” from the old 1965 version 
written by Vic Lockman and illustrated by Tony Strobl and Steve Steere, 
originally translated into Danish by Sonja Rindom. This year, this was re-
published by Copenhagen-based Story House Egmont in their fine collec-
tion Disney’s Anders Ands Filmklassikere. 
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Another collection of not quite so old Disney classics was Disney’s Nu er 
julen kommet: Syv klassiske julehistorier, published by Forlaget Carlsen. One 
of the seven Christmas stories included is Basil the Great Mouse Detective, 
in “Mesterdetektiven Basil Mus og julemysteriet,” originally published in 
Danish by Wangels Forlag in 1987. This story has no connection with the 
film; however, that doesn’t necessarily mean that it cannot be any good. 

However, not every single Danish cartoon is based on American Disneys! 
In 1968, Danish cartoonist Werner Wejp-Olsen thus published his own 
original series of comic strips in a Danish newspaper, called Peter og Perle 
(the cartoon, not the paper). And in 2022 Eudor republished a collection of 
these, in which Peter the boy and Perle his dog team up with none other than 
Sherlock Holmes the detective. In Denmark! And at Copenhagen Comics. 

Other publications do tend, we admit, to be foreign works translated into 
Danish. Thus, we saw volumes 3 and 4 in the new French zombie comic 
strip series written by Sylvain Cordurié, translated by Michael Gabelgaard 
Nielsen, and published by Zoom: Sherlock Holmes Society 3: Sønnernes synder 
was illustrated by Fabio Detullio and Andrea Fattori; and Sherlock Holmes 
Society 4: Crime Alleys by Alessandro Nespolino. It may be the Master vs. 
ungodly zombies; but a renewed interest in matters and publications Sher-
lockian that warrants comics for the (not so large) Danish market is still a 
good thing! 

Although the film got no mentioning in dispatches, volume 2 of Nancy 
Springer’s Enola book series was published by ABC Forlag and translated 
into Danish from Enola Holmes: The Case of The Left Handed Lady by Erik 
Egholm as Sagen om den venstrehåndede baronesse. This book has no connec-
tion with the film; however, that doesn’t necessarily mean that it cannot get 
a mentioning here. (But not in dispatches.) 

Finally, to end on a perhaps slightly more tenuous note, the year 2022 also 
saw the Books On Demand publication of volume 3 in Danish author Freya 
Anduin’s historical crime novel series: Lendorph & la Cour 3: Mord og Mine-
spil. This, the final instance of a (very) apocryphal version of the Sacred 
Writings, was partly based on old Danish true crime cases — featuring a 
fictionalized version of “Onkel Arthur” (surnamed Conan Doyle — if you 
really must know). 

(Oh; it has just come to our attention that “Coder & Cryptogrammer” 
was, in fact, postponed! However, not for lack of participation or interest; 
but merely because the opening of the venue, Copenhagen’s new “Enigma 
Museum,” was postponed till February, 2023. Read more about it! In a later 
instalment of Sherlock in Denmark …) 

That, finally, concludes the writing and the reading of the text: Hallelujah! 
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SHERLOCK IN FRANCE 2022 
Fabienne Courouge* 

022 was an eventful year for French Sherlockians. It was punctuated 
with many celebrations, festivals and animations, books and magazine 
releases, and performances on stage. 

ANNIVERSARY 
On Sunday January 30 the Holmesian Circle of Paris organized its annual 

party in honor of Sherlock Holmes’s birthday. The members met for lunch 
and organized a secret Santa, then enjoyed a performance of The Unexpected 
Guest, the play by Agatha Christie. It also was an opportunity to celebrate 
the nomination of Laurence Deloison, President of the Circle, who became 
the first French woman invested in the BSI. 

Then, on May 14 and 15, the Parisian club celebrated its 10th anniversary. 
On the first day, a scavenger hunt on the theme of “The Six Napoleons” was 
organized in the streets of Paris, and the day after, members met to pay tribute 
to the history of the club and share a meal and a beautiful cake. On this oc-
casion, the artist Isabelle Lesteplume, member of the club, created a beauti-
ful card. 

SHERLOCKIAN SOCIETIES ACTIVITY 
The Sherlock Holmes Society of France (SSHF) enjoyed annual meetings 

as well. The Franco-Midland “Bastille Day” took place on July 14, in the 
village of Neris-Les-Bains (in the Auvergne). On the program: an exhibition 
on the evolution of Sherlock Holmes’s outfits and a Victorian parade. 

As for the Holmesian Circle of Paris, their monthly meetings took place 
at the Galway Pub on January 17, February 9, March 9, April 13, May 11, 
June 8, July 13, August 10, September 14, October12, November 9, and 
December 15. 

In the summertime, members of the Parisian Circle had a trip in Scotland, 
in the footsteps of Conan Doyle and Professor Bell. They visited filming 
locations of the The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes around Loch Ness. They 
also took advantage of the Fringe Festival to attend two Holmesian plays: 
Watson, the Final Problem, with Tim Marriott, and “The Return of Sherlock 
Holmes.” 

                                                                                                         
* Fabienne Courouge is the founder and editor of La Gazette du 221B. 
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EXHIBITIONS AND ANIMATIONS 
One of the main events in 2022 as definitely the exhibition “Les Mondes 

de Conan Doyle” (“The Worlds of Conan Doyle”), from April 2 to Novem-
ber 6. Created by Camille Renversade, with the help of Dominic Marquet, 
this exhibition took place in the castle of Hardelot, in the North of France. 
Built in the 19th century, this place is marked by Franco-British culture and 
was the perfect setting to offer the public an immersion in several Doylean 
universes: the camp of The Lost World, the Baker Street lounge, and a spirit-
ualism room. 

But many smaller animations also occurred, often led by members of 
Sherlockian clubs. 

On March 19, several members of the Holmesian Circle of Paris animated 
a full day of the week of crime fiction in Bourg-La-Reine, near Paris 

On April 1, Jean-Pierre Crauser (member of SSHF) led “Mystery at the 
Vinatier” — an investigative tour as part of Quais du Polar, the big festival 
of Lyon.  

A literary meeting around Sherlock Holmes, led by Fabienne Courouge, 
also took place on Saturday September 17 in the city of Boulogne-
Billancourt, near Paris. 

From October 25 to November 19, as part of the Pop Culture festival 
BAM in the Paris region, the SSHF organized the exhibition “How Holmes 
Became Sherlock.” 

Several giant escapades around the theme of Sherlock Holmes occurred 
in many cities: “The Disappearance of Irene,” “Arsene Lupin vs. Sherlock 
Holmes,” “Sherlock Holmes Is Missing,” etc. 

MEDIA, MAGAZINES, AND BOOKS 
Daniel Henocq runs a YouTube channel called Sher[UN]locked and was 

awarded with a Doylean Honor for excellence in the “Performing and Visual 
Arts” category in 2022. He released a new episode of his series “Element-
Story” about Basil of Baker Street, on July 15. 

The SSHF launched a new publication: The Ironmongers Directory is an 
electronic newsletter dedicated to Holmesian French-language literary news. 
The two-month production is collected and presented in detail. 

An online magazine, La Gazette du 221B, has been in existence for more 
than four years. Run by Fabienne Courouge and fed by regular contributors 
(Xavier Bargue, Robin Rowles, and others), it sheds a light on Sherlockian 
news and studies, books, movies, shows, performances, reviews, and French 
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and international personalities interviews. Issues #13, #14, and #15 were 
released in February, August, and December. 

It would be impossible to draw up a comprehensive list of pastiches written 
by French authors, but some of them can be highlighted. 

The French press “La geste éditions” started a brand new collection 
named Le cercle Sherlock Holmes. They challenged authors specializing in local 
history to place Sherlock Holmes in different regions of France and make 
him face mysteries and legends. The collection already includes 10 titles, 
such as Sherlock Holmes et le mystère des reliques de St Martin de Tours by Jean-
Noël Deletang, Sherlock Holmes et les mystères du Berry, by David Verdier, 
Sherlock Holmes et les mystères de Biarritz, by Thierry Niogret, and Sherlock 
Holmes et le mystère des Bonnes de Poitiers, by Jean-Paul and Alain Bouchon. 
More novels are to be published next year. 

In January, French Lecturer and translator of Conan Doyle, Jean-Pierre 
Naugrette, published his fourth Sherlockian novel: Sherlock Holmes et le mys-
tère de St Clere. 

In April, the third novel by Eric Larrey, who sets the youth and debuts 
of Sherlock Holmes in Lyon with his cousin Edmond Luciole, was released. 
Its title is The Case of the Museum. To be noted: Larrey’s first work, The case 
of the colonels, is now available in English 

France also has a large pool of authors or Sherlockian cartoons and 
graphic novels, and many albums were published, including: 

Sherlock Holmes T8 — Ténèbres sur Londres, by Jarvin (scenario) and Bou-
tanox (illustrations), is a graphic novel in which you’re the hero. 

Arsène Lupin contre Sherlock Holmes, by Jérome Félix (scenario) and Alain 
Janolle (illustrations). 

Les deux de Baker Street, T3 Missions Canada, by Pascal Brissy (scenario) 
and Garance Royère (illustrations). 

An illustrated version of A Study in Scarlet, by Vincent Mallié. 
The P’tit Sherlock series, by Pascal Prevot (scenario) and Art Grootfon-

tein (illustrations) — seven albums in 2022. 
The English translation of Benoit Dahan and Cyril Lieron’s work —  

Inside the Mind of Sherlock Holmes — will be published next year. 

THEATER 
2022 was very fruitful for Sherlockian theater productions. No less than 

six plays were created and/or performed this year. 
Not strictly Sherlockian, but featuring Arthur Conan Doyle as a charac-

ter, Les Voyageurs du crime (The Travelers of the Crime) went on tour all over 
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France and on stage at the Parisian “splendid” theater all year long. This 
play is a sequel to Le Cercle de Whitechapel, both written by Julien Lefebvre. 

Le Secret de Sherlock Holmes, by Christophe Guillon and Christian Cheva-
lier is a police comedy staging Holmes and Watson’s first meeting, and 
highlights the detective’s humanity, which makes the character deeper and 
endearing. Chiseled text, lively and humorous performance, thrilling direc-
tion, and great outfits, the play premiered at the Théâtre La Bruyère in Paris 
on April 14 and is still on. 

Created in Lyon, Qui veut la peau de Sherlock Holmes?, by Titouan Bodin 
and Nicolas Delahaye is an interactive play. The detective is accused of 
murder and has lost his memory. He needs all the help he can get from John 
and Mary Watson, and of course, from the audience, to reconstruct the 
facts. 

Two plays by Christophe Delort have been simultaneously on stage in 
Paris. The first one, Sherlock Holmes et le mystère de la vallée de Boscombe, is an 
adaptation of “The Boscombe Valley Mystery.” It’s been a hit for the last five 
years and went on tour all over France, even at the famous theater festival of 
Avignon. The most recent one, Sherlock Holmes et l’aventure du diamant bleu 
(Sherlock Holmes and the Mystery of the Blue Diamond), mixes the plots of 
“The Blue Carbuncle” and “Silver Blaze.” The cast comes from theatrical 
improvisation and gives a tremendous pace to the performance and takes 
great delight in playing with the audience. Both plays were performed at the 
theater Le Grand Point Virgule, in Paris. Next year, the company will go on 
a tour that will take is as far as the Caribbean and Polynesia. 
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SHERLOCK IN HUNGARY 2022 
Zsófia Marincsák* 

he year 2022 was a difficult one for the Hungarian Sherlock Holmes 
Club, but it wasn’t easy anywhere else in the world either. It proved 
to be very true, what Sir Arthur Conan Doyle said: “Life is infinitely 

stranger than anything which the mind of man could invent.” 
Nevertheless, there were some great things happening to us, and we 

would like to give an account of these. 
We gave a review for the book The Game Is Afoot: The Enduring World of 

Sherlock Holmes, by Jeremy Black, the renowned professor of history. The 
opinion of Zsófia Marincsák (Revati) is on the back cover, beside such es-
teemed personalities as Catherine Cooke, chairman of The Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London; Charles Giovanni Vanzan Coutinho, member of the 
Royal Historical Society; and Andrew Lycett, author of The Man Who Cre-
ated Sherlock Holmes: The Life and Times of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It was our 
great pleasure that Professor Black was kind enough to give a mini interview 
to us, which was published both on our English (sherlockian-sherlock.com) 
and Hungarian (sherlock.blog.hu) sites. 

Our club is now on the “Locating a Sherlockian Society” map of The 
Beacon Society. Mike McSwiggin contacted us for data to include in a 
presentation at the BSI’s summer conference in New York. 

Earlier we got in touch with American actor Drew McVety, who plays 
Sherlock Holmes in the play A Sherlock Carol. Thanks to his kind contribu-
tion, the author of the play, Mark Shanahan, sent us his touching writing 
detailing his inspirations, which had the title Sherlock Shows Up. It has also 
been published on both of our sites. 

It was another huge honor to interview Aleš Kolodrubec, president of the 
Czech Sherlock Holmes Society, and to have the opportunity to share several 
articles by the talented American writer Liese Sherwood-Fabre. The Basker-
ville Pups interviewed Revati. American artist Kevin Norman gave his per-
mission to post his wonderful Jeremy Brett illustration as a downloadable 
colourable image. American game collector Timothy Kline, who has an 
enormous Sherlockian collection, became our VIP member. Steve Emecz 
from MX Publishing kindly sent us a number of their books in PDF format. 
On Twitter (@SherlockianC) we have more than a thousand followers. 

                                                                                                         
* Zsófia Marincsák is one of the founders of the Hungarian Sherlock Holmes Club, and under the 
name Revati, maintains the website http://www.sherlockian-sherlock.com in English. 

T 



SHERLOCK IN HUNGARY 2022 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   39 

We also had a great change in our Hungarian club life. A new member 
joined us, Pál András Zleszik, who is a history teacher. (Just like Revati, he 
also speaks English. With him, the leading staff consists of three people — 
the third one is SherlockExtra, who can only speak Hungarian). András took 
our flyers to several busy places (schools, libraries, theatres, cinemas). He 
also wrote some excellent articles that our visitors loved. But the most im-
portant thing is that he became the designer of our future Sherlock Holmes 
exhibition, and he has made some beautiful Sherlockian relics. Our favourite 
is the specimen of the Musgrave Ritual. 

We had some new European media appearances as well. Some bigger 
Hungarian media mentioned us, like Klubrádió (an online radio station) and 
the magazine Best. The site Atempo.sk, which is the first Slovakian site 
dealing with Hungarian music and culture, also wrote about us. Several 
posts from our Hungarian blog were recommended by sites blog.hu and  
index.hu — the latter is one of the most significant public sites in Hungary. 
SherlockExtra gave an interview to cultural blog Kultúrjunkie, speaking 
about the wonders Sherlock Holmes gave to us. This interview was later 
published in the printed magazine Újnépszabadság. 

Our VIP member, Csongor Herke, professor of criminalistics (academic, 
head of department at University of Pécs, PTE) wrote an exciting article 
about Sherlock’s crime solving methods and about crime scene investigation. 
We published it both in English and in Hungarian. It made us really proud 
that blog.hu and index.hu also referred to it. 

We made a new, round-shaped club stamp, which has the iconic silhouette 
of the Great detective. In 2022 we used our re-designed club armour. The 
re-design was done by József Sváb, who is a renowned graphic artist awarded 
the Pál Korcsmáros prize. He made Sherlock calendars for our visitors. Our 
readers send us Sherlockian gifts, which are much appreciated (we hope that 
we’ll be able to show these in a future exhibition). But unfortunately we also 
have to mention that our president and webmaster, SherlockExtra has several 
incurable illnesses, and her condition worsened, so we could not make the 
amount of progress that we wanted to. Yet, the game is afoot, and our en-
thusiasm and devotion towards Sherlock Holmes is unbroken. 
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SHERLOCK IN INDIA 2022 
Jayantika Ganguly* 

he New Year 2022 chimed in, raising hopes for a return to normal 
life as India survived a devastating pandemic. In the year under review, 
the Sherlock Holmes Society of India (SHSI) involved itself by partic-

ipating in online meetings of various other Sherlockian Societies, owing to 
the continuing restrictions on travel. 

On July 3031, Ms. Jayantika Ganguly, General Secretary of the SHSI, 
attended the 2022 BSI Empire conference held at West Point, New York 
and presented a paper titled “The Great Agra Treasure and the Canonical 
Plundering of India.” It was well received by the discerning Sherlockians. 

Earlier in the year — January 16, to be precise — both Shri Sumal 
Surendranath and Ms. Jayantika Ganguly, President and General Secretary 
of the SHSI respectively, attended a discussion during the Literary Agent’s 
Second annual meeting regarding “Conan Doyle’s India.” 

The bi-annual prestigious journal of the SHSI, Proceedings of The Pondi-
cherry Lodge, was released twice, June 1 and December 1. The said publica-
tion has attracted a large number of scholarly articles on the Canon from 
Sherlockians all over the world. It has entered its 10th year and has become 
a byword for its quality, under the helm of  Ms. Jayantika Ganguly. 

The SHSI in the coming years will endeavor to continue its charter of 
popularizing Sherlock Holmes to Indians, with a focus on youth. We remain 
grateful for the support and encouragement given by all Sherlockians to us. 

 
 

                                                                                                         
* _ 
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SHERLOCK IN JAPAN 2022 
Mitch Higurashi* 

n 2022, many Sherlockian/Doylean conventions, meeting, and lectures 
in Japan were held in face-to-face. 

THE ACTIVITIES OF  
JAPAN SHERLOCK HOLMES CLUB (JSHC) 

Organizer: Akane Higashiyama 

The 87th General Meeting (March 27, in Tokyo); 89 participants. 
The 2021 Japan Sherlock Holmes Award was presented to the musical 

Sherlock Holmes — The Game is Afoot!, based on the characters created by Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle, by the “Sora” group of the Takarazuka Revue.1 Writ-
ten and directed by Hirokazu Ikuta. Cast: Suzuho Makaze as Holmes, Min-
ato Sakuragi as Watson. June 26-August 8, 2021 at the Takarazuka Theater, 
August 21-September 26, 2021, at Tokyo Takarazuka Theater. 

The JSH Nobuhara Award2 was presented to Masako Komatsuki, who 
finished the newest translation of the whole Canon (excluding STUD, which 
was translated by another translator) for Kadokawa Shoten publishers. 

The JSH Encouragement Award was presented to the short story “Saigo 
no Aisatsu — His Last Bow,” by Erica Kobayashi (appeared in the April 
2021 issue of the magazine Gunzo). 

Presentations: “My First ‘Holmes Trip’ around London,” by Yuki Sahara; 
“Visitors’ Guide to Places Associated with Holmes in UK (intermediate level),” 
by Ritsuko Furuta. 

The 88th General Meeting (October 8, in Hikone city, Shiga prefecture); 
66 participants 

Keynote Speech by Kiyoshi Arai: “Shiga Prefecture and Holmes/Conan 
Doyle,” (introducing Isao Yamagata, the first person in Japan to know and 
enthusiastically introduce Conan Doyle). 

Presentations: “Unsolved Mysteries the Great Detective Missed,” by Saburo 
Hiraga; “Pilgrimage to the Holy Land of the Sherlock Theatrical Movie,” by 

                                                                                                         
* Mitch (Masamichi) Higurashi is “Baron Adelbert Gruner” in the BSI, and the advisory editor of 
The World of Holmes of JSHC and The Baker Street Information issued by JSHC. Copyright 2023 
Masamichi Higurashi. 
1 Takarazuka Revue is a Japanese all-female musical theater group based in Takarazuka, Hyogo prefecture. 
2 The Nobuhara Award is the special award presented to a translator who has performed remarkable 
work. It was created to commemorate Yuzuru Nobuhara, the first person in Japan to translate the 
entire Canon. 
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Tomoya Yoshida (guide to the Mansuiso, a Western-style old mansions and 
estates in Matsuyama City, where the Japanese movie The Hound of the Bas-
kervilles was filmed) 

SEMINARS 
The 10th annual Tokyo Seminar (March 26, in Tokyo); 59 participants. 
Presentations: “Circuit R, a Theater Company Specializing in Mysteries, 

takes on the Canon,” by Kozue Chiba; “Background to the Publication of 
Japanese edition of The Big Book of Sherlock Holmes,” by Mari Higuchi; 
“Didn’t Yuzuru Nobuhara pull the Britannica?” by Yutaka Nakanishi 

The annual Karuizawa Seminar (August 27-28, in Karuizawa Town, 
Nagano Prefecture); 31participants. 

Presentations: “Mechanics of Materials for Sherlockians,” by Seiichi 
Takehara; “Pearls aren’t just the Black Pearls of the Borgia Family — Mary 
Morstan’s Pearls,” by Sachiko Abe; “Holmes versus Lawyers — is Holmes a 
Good Lawyer?” by Hiroyuki Futagawa; “Review of Previous Karuizawa 
Seminars,” by Seiko Nakanishi. 

PERIODICALS 
Monthly bulletin Baker Street Information. Editor in Chief: Kiyoshi Arai. 

11 issues (Nos. 486 to 496) were distributed to about 630 Japanese members 
besides several foreign members. 

Annual bulletin World of Holmes. Editor in Chief: Hirotaka Ueda. 2022 
issue was published in December 2022. The issue commemorated 120 years 
since the publication of HOUN in book form. 

Featured articles: “An Introduction: HOUN from a Variety of Perspectives,” 
by Mitch Higurashi; “‘The Slavering Hound’ is brought to heel,” by Jerry 
Margolin (from Canadian Holmes Vol. 45 No. 2 — Spring 2022), translated 
by Mitch Higurashi with the permission by Jerry Margolin and The Boot-
makers of Toronto; “Dartmoor Journey by Public Transport — Cursed by a 
Demon Dog on Dartmoor, but Saved by a Demon Dog,” by Hiroko 
Nakashima; “On Four Films of HOUN — Mainly the 1924 Japanese Film 
The Secret of the Raging Hound,” by Takahiko Endo; “Why was Stapleton 
able to Commit Crimes with Dogs?” by Tomoya Yoshida; “Dog or Cat? — 
About the HOUN, Adopted for Children,” by Hirotaka Ueda; Member 
survey, “What do you Find Attractive about HOUN?” 

Contributed articles from the members: “Genealogy of a Great Detective 
— Sherlock Holmes and Hercule Poirot,” by Kunihiko Nitta; “Why is There 
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No Watson Role for Hanshichi?”3 by Yoji Shinotsuka; “Sherlock Homes in 
Belgium,” by Ritsuko Furuta; “Did Kenji Miyazawa4 Read Sherlock Holmes 
Stories?” by Takahiko Wakabayashi; “Selected Masterpieces of Deductive 
Writing from the First 14 Holmes Stories,” by Kenichi Sugimori; “The Can-
on and ‘Women’s Careers’ in the Victorian Era — with the Example of the 
Story’s Heroine, ‘Governess’,” by Hiroshi Hirakawa; “Where did ILLU’s 
Chinese Ceramics Come from?” by Yutaka Nakanishi; “Reconsidering John 
Watson’s Educational Background,” by Akira Yoshida; “The Story of a Great 
Detective’s Lives” (illustration), by Natsumi Inoue 

SHERLOCKIAN ACTIVITIES IN JAPAN  2022 (PRINCIPAL ONES) 
Publications 

Buildings in the Sherlock Holmes Stories, by Naohiko Kitahara (text) and 
Takashi Murayama (plan and drawing), X-Knowledge Co., Feb 2022. 

English Grammar with Sherlock Holmes Stories, by Motoyuki Shibata, et al., 
Ask Publishing, Feb 2022. 

The Hound of the Baskervilles — Movie “Sherlock,” by Shuho Takase, 
Takarajima-sha, May 2022 (novelization of the movie, Japanese HOUN) 

Japanese edition of Murder in Old Bombay, by Nev March, translated by 
Mayumi Takayama, Hayakawa Pocket Mystery, May 2022. 

Japanese edition of The Sherlock Puzzle Book, by Chris Maslanka and Steve 
Tribe, translated by Shintaro Kumaki, Ronsosha, May 2022. 

The Hound of the Baskervilles — Movie “Sherlock,” by Seiji Midorikawa, 
Kodansha Aoitori-bunko, June 2022 (novelization of the movie, Japanese 
HOUN, for children). 

London in 1906, edited and translated from The Queen’s London (photo 
album), by Yuichi Hirayama, Hirayama Detective Books, June 2022. 

Japanese edition of The Sherlock Holmes Miscellany, by Roger Johnson and 
Jean Upton, translated by Masamichi Higurashi, Shgueisha International, 
June 2022. 

Japanese edition of Sherlock Holmes: The Back-To-Front Murder, by Tim 
Major, translated by Masako Komatsuki, Kadokawa Bunko, August 2022. 

Japanese edition of Sherlock Holmes and the Shadwell Shadows, by James 
Lovegrove, translated by Masamichi Higurashi, Hayakawa Bunko, August 2022. 

Sherlock Holmes Bible: A 170-year Story of the Eternal Great Detective 
by Masamichi Higurashi, Hayakawa Publishing, October 2022 
                                                                                                         
3 Hanshichi is a fictional detective in 19th century Japan, created by Kido Okamoto in 1917. 
4 Kenji Miyazawa (1896-1933) was a famous Japanese novelist and poet of children’s literature who 
lived in Iwate prefecture. 
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Photo Album: London of the Queen edited and translated (from The Queen’s 
London) by Yuichi Hirayama, Hirayama Detective Books, November 2022. 

Japanese edition of The Devil’s Due, by Bonnie MacBird, translated by 
Masamichi Higurashi, HarperCollins Japan, December 2022. 

Movies & Plays 

Greek Interpreter, by Theater OM (written by Minoru Ohki, directed by 
Makoto Inamori), May 20-22, 2022 at the Theater OM (#8 of the series). 

The Hound of the Baskervilles, Sherlock Movie directed by Hiroshi 
Nishitani. Cast: Dean Fujioka and Takanori Iwata, Fuji TV, Toho, et al., 
June 2022. 

Music and Reading: Sherlock Holmes (TWIS, ENGR, NOBL) by Nosaka 
Lab (directed by Minoru Nosaka, music by Atsushi Yamanaka), September 
10-11, 2022, Iino Hall. 

Events & Lectures 

The World of Sherlock Holmes Stories, by Masamichi Higurashi, Oyama 
City Hall, Tochigi Prefecture, May to July 2022  (lectures). 

Boy’s Own Paper and Conan Doyle, by The Japan Society for Children’s Lit-
erature in English at Nara Women’s University, November 2022 (symposium). 

Others 

BAM Kamakura, English Antique Museum, opened on September 23 in 
Kamakura City, Kanagawa Prefecture It includes “Sherlock Holmes’ Room.” 
https://www.adfwebmagazine.jp/en/art/sherlock-holmes-room-is-recreated-
at-the-museum-of-british-antiques-designed-by-kengo-kuma/. 

A Japanese statue of Sherlock Holmes was built in Karuizawa Town in 
October 1989. To compensate for the lack of funds to maintain the statue, its 
“Statue Management Committee” established October each year as “Holmes 
Statue Month,” and began collecting donations for the statue’s maintenance 
and environmental improvements from 2022. 

Please note: Regrettably all of the articles above are only in Japanese lan-
guage. 
 



 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   45 

SHERLOCK IN THE U.K. 2022 
Roger Johnson* 

022 was an easier year for British and Irish Holmesian societies than 
those immediately preceding, though we weren’t — and still aren’t — 
wholly free of the Covid pandemic. Once again, we must focus mainly 

on The Sherlock Holmes Society of London, which is by far the largest and 
most active. 

Oscar Ross, Purser of The Crew of the S.S. May Day (“moored in Bel-
fast”) remains indefatigable. He continued to issue the Crew’s newsletter, 
Mayday Mayday, though not to the ideal monthly schedule. Meetings in 
person are, we understand, once more taking place. 

The Poor Folk Upon the Moors, based in southwest England, had a busier 
year. Chairman Stephan Arthur and his team were able to arrange several meet-
ings, as well as publishing the very welcome Spring and Autumn issues of 
their estimable journal, The Torr, edited by the no less estimable Mr. Arthur. 

It doesn’t really qualify as a Society meeting, but many of those who at-
tended the launch of Seamus Duffy’s novel Sherlock Holmes and the Sixty 
Steps at the Glasgow Art Club on June 8 were members of The Sherlock 
Holmes Society of Scotland. 

One Society that has no difficulty in arranging meetings is The Shingle 
of Southsea, whose membership is not large, consisting as it does of the 
founder, Paul Thomas Miller and, er, no one else. They meet — or, rather, he 
meets — in the Sherloft, the rather wonderfully furnished attic in the Miller 
family’s house. (Sherloft — and as far as we know this is purely coincidental 
— is also the name of a hotel in Chiang Mai, in northern Thailand.) 

As we noted in the previous Almanac, 2021 saw the Platinum Jubilee of 
The Sherlock Holmes Society of London, which was founded in 1951. Last 
year was also one of great significance for the Society, as The Sherlock Holmes 
Journal first appeared in 1952. We had published a special supplement for 
the Society’s 70th anniversary, but decided against doing the same for the 
Journal’s. However, its story was covered, along with much else, in a hand-
some new book, That August and Scholarly Body: The Society at 70, edited by 
Nicholas Utechin. 

For reasons not unconnected with the Covid pandemic, the Society’s 
Annual Dinner, scheduled for January 8, had to be postponed until May. 

                                                                                                         
* Roger Johnson is a member of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London, for whom he edits The 
Sherlock Holmes Journal. He gratefully acknowledges Valerie Schreiner, Chris Seymour, Peter Hor-
rocks, and Rakshita Patel. Copyright 2023 Roger Johnson. 
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The “Morning After” lunch did take place the next day, as intended, at The 
Barrowboy and Banker in Southwark, but in her welcome, Catherine Cooke 
referred to it simply as “The Morning — since it is not this year coming 
After anything!” 

Catherine continued: 

While this is usually a very informal event, there are a couple 
of things that we should have done at The Dinner, so should like 
to do today. The first is the Tony Howlett Award, for exceptional 
service to the Society. This year’s recipient is one without whose 
expertise, patience and calmness in the face of electronic glitches 
the Society would have struggled to keep meeting since the world 
went all awry back in March 2020. The Society, as did so many 
societies, choirs and groups, turned to Zoom to continue meeting 
and discussing the life and work of Sherlock Holmes and Dr 
Watson. Someone had to organise those meetings, send out the 
links, deal with those of us who lost or otherwise could not access 
those links on the day, let us into our private meetings, herd us 
into virtual rooms, and out again as necessary, mute and unmute 
us, create and show videos — notably for our 70th anniversary — 
liaise with others showing films at meetings … The list goes on. 
Plus, of course, deal with anything that went wrong or was unex-
pected. (I seem to remember a rather large rhinoceros making an 
appearance during one meeting!) And, as if that wasn’t enough, 
our recipient managed our cautious return to in-person meetings 
— including the Annual Dinner, which is tricky enough at the 
best of times, but immensely more complicated by the sheer un-
certainty of what restrictions or rules might come into force at any 
given point — and indeed did come into force! You will, by this 
time, have deduced that the recipient of The Tony Howlett 
Award this year is Jane Arnold-Forster! 

Next, Catherine shared greetings from the Doyle family, who had sent a 
facsimile of Sir Arthur’s 1921 Christmas card. Finally, she said, there was 
one more duty: 

We must give a huge thank you to Jane for organising the 
Annual Dinner — then unorganising it at ridiculously short notice. 
On behalf of those who had hoped to gather at the House of 
Commons, I am giving her yet another thing to lug home: a nice 
bottle of champagne, which I understand comes highly recom-
mended by Sir Winston Churchill! 
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That was the end of the formal business. From then on, it was a purely social 
meeting, with good food and drink, and — as the old song says — jolly good 
company! 

On March 10, the Society held its second non-virtual meeting of the year 
in the library of the University Women’s Club — the ideal place to discuss 
the topic of Women and Sherlock Holmes. The new Meetings Secretary, 
Elaine McCafferty, introduced four fifteen-minute talks, followed by five 
brief presentations (or “three-minute problems”). 

First, John Morewood spoke about the women in relation to the Society’s 
Gazetteer, which John has masterminded. He referred specifically to the anon-
ymous noblewoman who killed Charles Augustus Milverton in Hampstead; 
Alice Turner of Boscombe Valley in Herefordshire; Irene Adler of St. John’s 
Wood — “the woman” — who outwitted the King of Bohemia and Sher-
lock Holmes; and Violet Smith, who felt threatened by a Solitary Cyclist in 
Surrey. Heather Owen’s subject was the Canonical portrayal of women of 
the “lower class” — what we would call the working class. Helen Dorey con-
centrated on women who might have rivalled Irene Adler for the title of the 
woman: Helen Stoner, Violet Smith, Lady Hilda Trelawney Hope, Señora 
Victor Durando, and others. Last of the four main speakers was Peter Hor-
rocks, who told us about his choice for the worst women in the Canon: Eu-
genia Ronder, Maria Gibson, Holy Peters’ so-called wife Annie Fraser, the 
woman who poisoned three little children for their insurance money, and 
worst of all, the lady who killed that “harmless sausage magnate” Charles 
Augustus Milverton — who was actually the wurst man in London! 

Then came the “three-minute problems.” Catherine Cooke spoke about 
the work and contributions of governesses in the canon. Calvert Markham 
wondered whether Sherlock Holmes had a repressed female identity. Rakshita 
Patel brought us into the 21st century with the reimagining of Mrs. Hudson 
and Mary Morstan in the TV series Sherlock. Valerie Schreiner considered two 
impressive women in the 1940s films starring Basil Rathbone: Lydia Marlowe 
in The Woman in Green and Hilda Courtney in Dressed to Kill. Finally, Jona-
than McCafferty concluded with a look at the unfortunate Eliza Barrymore — 
housekeeper at Baskerville Hall and sister of the Notting Hill murderer. 

Women have made their mark in the Canonical adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes and in modern adaptations. He was a man ahead of his time, en-
countering women ahead of theirs. 

(Thanks to Valerie Schreiner for this report.) 
The idea was that our first live, in-person London Mini-Festival since 

2019 should begin on May 19 with the Annual General Meeting. Sadly, it 
proved impossible to raise enough members to constitute a quorum, so the 
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legally required formal business had to be postponed till later in the year. 
And we went ahead with the fun stuff! 

Some twenty members gathered at The Little Ship Club, in Three Cranes 
Walk, overlooking the Thames on the north side by Southwark Bridge. The 
club was formed in 1926, so that “during the winter months, then the dead 
season, many keen sailing people would be glad of an opportunity to get 
together and swap yarns.” 

After an excellent dinner with much swapping of (Sherlockian) yarns, we 
settled down to a quiz, The Sign of Four-and-Twenty Questions, devised by 
questionmaster Chris Seymour, ably assisted by Carole Markham. 

Six teams of three competed, with the Sherlock “knowledge experts” divid-
ed up to give them all a fairly equal chance. The teams came up with their 
own names: “Agra Aggregate,” “The Three Garrulous,” “Monkey Business,” 
“The Sign of Three,” “Three Pips of Yellow-Reddish Hue,” and “The Three 
Garibaldis.” 

Names and numbers comprised the content of the quiz, a mix of single 
answers, lists, and multiple choices. Some simple questions, others more 
fiendish. For example, to the nearest pound, how much money was found in 
Neville St. Clair’s coat in “The Man with the Twisted Lip”? A knowledge of 
pre-decimal currency is required here. The answer is £2, consisting of 421 
pennies and 260 halfpennies, making 551 pennies; divided by 240 pennies in 
a pound to give £2 and 71 pennies. 

Perhaps you know which cake is also the surname of the client in “Wisteria 
Lodge”? Eccles of course. 

After all twenty-four questions and a closely fought contest, the winners 
on the night, by just one point from two runners-up, were “The Three Gari-
baldis.” Congratulations to Marcus Geisser, Roger Johnson, and Philippa 
Kelly, and all the other quiz participants. The prizes were special Society 
ballpoint pens kindly brought along by Paul Gillings. 

(Thanks to Chris Seymour for this report.) 
On the following evening, the second event of the Society’s 2022 “May 

Weekend” was a walk, in search of locations associated with “The Blue Car-
buncle.” Our guide was Richard Burnip, actor, Holmes expert for the London 
Walks company, and fellow-member of the Sherlock Holmes Society of 
London. 

We met at Goodge Street Station, a short distance from the site of Henry 
Baker’s unfortunate encounter with “a little knot of roughs.” Turning in to 
Goodge Street itself, we made our way to Whitfield Street. It seems likely 
that Mr. Baker rented rooms in Colville Place, which flanks the attractive 
adjoining park, Whitfield Gardens. On the other side of Whitfield Street 
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from the Gardens is the Central London Police Station of the British Transport 
Police, the specialist force responsible for policing the railway network in 
England, Wales, and Scotland, including the London Underground. 

From there, to Percy Street, where a blue plaque commemorates Charles 
Laughton, the first actor to play Hercule Poirot, and then to Montague 
Place. Arthur Conan Doyle lived here while trying to make a success of his 
practice at 2 Upper Wimpole Street. There are no houses left in Montague 
Place, but those in Montague Street, where Sherlock Holmes had rooms 
when first in London, still stand — including no. 24, which was then occu-
pied by a Mrs Holmes. Coincidence? Perhaps. 

Passing the British Museum and the two leading candidates for the “real” 
Alpha Inn (the Museum Tavern and The Plough), we crossed High Holborn 
and headed for Bow Street. Standing in front of the Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden — where Holmes must have been a frequent visitor — we 
admired the imposing edifice opposite. This was Bow Street Police Station, 
where Sherlock Holmes unmasked Mr. Neville St. Clair; before that it was 
the home of London’s first detective force, the Bow Street Runners, founded 
in 1749 by the novelist Henry Fielding, a magistrate at Bow Street Magis-
trates’ Court. The building now houses a luxury hotel — and, since 2021, 
the Bow Street Police Museum. Thanks to our erudite and amiable guide 
for a fascinating tour! 

As mentioned before, the Annual Dinner was originally scheduled for 
January 8, but — to no-one’s great surprise — it had to be postponed. For-
tunately, we were able to incorporate “The Professorial Provender” as the 
central event of this year’s London mini-festival. On Saturday, May 21, we 
were delighted to return to the Members’ Dining Room at the House of 
Commons, by courtesy of our sponsor, Gareth Bacon, MP. It was a particular 
pleasure to welcome friends from overseas — especially, in my case, Peter 
Blau, Secretary of the Baker Street Irregulars, and Honorary Member of our 
Society, who has been a wise and generous friend to me for more than fifty 
years. Another notable presence was the creator of the famous Sherlock Holmes 
tartan, Tania Henzell — great-granddaughter of Sir Geoffrey Bromet, whose 
second wife was Dame Jean Conan Doyle. 

After a first-class meal, Catherine Cooke welcomed members and guests 
to her first Annual Dinner as Chairman, singling out visitors from abroad, 
six of our Honorary Members, and Lady Chapman, whose late husband Sir 
Sydney was our long-time sponsor at the House. As our Treasurer, Ashley 
Mayo, would shortly stand down, Catherine presented him with a unique 
engraved beer mug, in gratitude for his years of inspired service. There was a 
special gift too, a Victorian print of the Houses of Parliament, for Nancy 
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Browning and Mike Homer, who flew over from America in January, not 
knowing that the Annual Dinner had been postponed; the experience didn’t 
put them off coming again in May!  

And so to our Guest of Honour. Professor Moriarty — Professor Michael 
Moriarty, that is: Drapers Professor of French at Cambridge University — 
first addressed the Society in 2016, at the Reconciliation Dinner at Christ’s 
College, Cambridge. He also made a delightfully witty contribution to our 
Platinum Jubilee video 70 Years of Fun, channelling his nefarious namesake. 
This evening, his subject was the depiction of academics in the Holmes Canon. 
Consider, for instance, Professor James Moriarty, Professor Presbury, Profes-
sor Coram — a pretty unpleasant lot! Or think of Dr. Thorneycroft Huxtable, 
Mr. Hilton Soames, Dr. Percy Trevelyan — clever but hardly impressive 
characters. The only academic who really comes out well is Dr. Leslie Arm-
strong. “I ask you to admit,” said the Professor, “if only in this one instance, 
the possibility that the Sherlock Holmes stories are not literally true or a 
comprehensive picture of reality.” 

The second speaker was our President, Jonathan McCafferty, who in-
formed us that he has devoted many days and hours in providing counselling 
for Professor Moriarty, to help him “overcome his aversion to the man Holmes, 
and to bury the wretched hatchet of inherited antipathy.” Jonathan McCaf-
ferty and Michael Moriarty, he revealed, found common ground in their 
mutual respect for Dr. Watson. Sherlock Holmes, as we know, had French 
ancestry, but Watson was evidently well acquainted with France and the 
French. Given his attitude to the fair sex and to matrimony — he must have 
been married at least six times, perhaps bigamously — can we doubt that he 
was himself French? The toast is to Dr. Jean Henri Watson! 

The toast was followed by laughter, lively conversation, another drink or 
so, and fond farewells. 

As the originally scheduled social lunch in January had ended up as 
simply the “Morning,” a proper “Morning After” was held on the 22nd at the 
picturesquely named Boot and Flogger opposite the Crossbones Graveyard 
in Southwark. 

On June 19, for the first time in four years, the Gentlemen (and a couple 
of invaluable Ladies) of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London took on the 
Gentlemen of the P.G. Wodehouse Society (the “Gold Bats”) for a one-day 
match played to the laws of 1895. As always, the event was held at West 
Wycombe, on the most picturesque cricket ground in the country. A very 
welcome spectator at the match was the former England international wicket 
keeper and batsman, Jack Russell, now highly regarded as an artist. 

The Society’s Captain, Peter Horrocks, reported:  
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Despite a gloomy forecast the weather held and we had a full 
day’s play. The ground looked glorious and numerous red kites 
were swirling dramatically around us as we played. With late can-
cellations, there were some alarms about mustering a team this 
year, but thanks to two gallant lady spectators stepping in we duly 
deployed a full XI. The Sherlock Holmes Society of London got 
off to a good start, securing two early wickets. An impressive cen-
tury by one of the Wodehouse Society’s batsmen then put them in 
a good position, leading to a declaration on 225 for 4. 

What followed was a stellar opening stand by Ed and Rob 
Hamill, some of the finest batting the series has seen. Ed scored 
101 before retiring, once defeat was no longer an issue. Ultimately, 
a target of 226 runs to win was just beyond us, and we fell 26 runs 
short at the 6.00 pm close. However, it was an exciting run chase 
and a very absorbing day’s cricket, one of the best in the history of 
the fixture. Under 1895 laws, with no limited overs, falling 26 
runs short simply meant a draw. We remain one up in the series. 

Our first extended excursion since 2019 finally took place over the week-
end of the September 2-4. We were following in the footsteps of Holmes 
and Watson on their final adventure together, “His Last Bow.” Older and 
wiser in August 1914, our heroes are still faithfully serving King and Country. 
The story is set near Harwich, and the action revolves around the bringing 
down of a German spy, one Von Bork. 

We stayed in a beautiful Tudor mansion, across the county border at 
Woodbridge, Suffolk — Seckford Hall, now a luxury hotel and spa. 

Our first event was “The Naval Signals Dinner,” named after the pigeon-
hole where Von Bork planned to place the gem of his collection — a plan that 
failed dramatically! After the meal, John Morewood gave a fascinating talk, 
“Today or Tomorrow,” on Conan Doyle, the Royal Navy, and Harwich, 
preparing us for next day’s exploration of Harwich. 

On Saturday, we were welcomed in style by the Harwich Town Crier, 
before being divided into three groups, each under the care of an expert tour 
guide. The key sights we covered were the Port of Harwich, the Ha’penny 
Pier, the Light Vessel LV18, the Electric Palace cinema, St. Nicholas 
Church, the Guildhall, the Lifeboat Museum, Harwich Green, the Tread-
wheel Crane, and finally the house of Christopher Jones, Captain of the 
most famous ship built in Harwich — the Mayflower. 

A new attraction, a bronze statue unveiled only two days before our visit, 
commemorates a more recent event, the Kindertransport, when 10,000 un-
accompanied Jewish children were rescued from Nazi persecution. The first 



SHERLOCK IN THE U.K. 2022 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   52 

group of two hundred landed at Parkeston Quay, Harwich on December 2, 
1938. 

In the afternoon, we reconvened at the Electric Palace, one of the oldest 
surviving purpose-built cinemas, which had reopened only a few weeks before, 
after repair and restoration work. There we settled down to watch Vasily 
Livanov and Vitaly Solomin in The Twentieth Century Dawns, the final film 
in the outstanding Soviet TV series. The plot ingeniously combines “The 
Bruce-Partington Plans” and “His Last Bow.” 

Back at Seckford Hall, Roger Johnson gave an after-dinner talk on M.R. 
James, who knew this part of Suffolk intimately. Scholar antiquarian, and 
author of some of the finest ghost stories ever written, he was also a great 
admirer of Sherlock Holmes! 

On Sunday morning, the final day of our weekend, Marcus Geisser, Cath-
erine Cooke, and Marina Stajic engaged our interest and stimulated our cu-
riosity about different aspects of “His Last Bow” that they had investigated. 

(Thanks to Rakshita Patel for her report.) 
On October 18, the Society returned to the National Liberal Club for 

the 2022 Richard Lancelyn Green Memorial Lecture, delivered by the award-
winning crime novelist Mike Ripley, whose survey of great British thrillers, 
Kiss Kiss, Bang Bang, won the 2018 H.R.F. Keating Award for best non-
fiction crime book. 

Following a convivial dinner, the Chairman and Treasurer (Catherine 
Cooke and Ashley Mayo) conducted the Annual General Meeting — which, 
you’ll remember, had been postponed from its original scheduled date in May. 
That satisfactorily concluded, Catherine handed over to Roger Johnson, 
who introduced Mike Ripley and “I Spy Sherlock.” 

“Let me begin,” said Mike, “with a declaration of intent. I have no intention 
of trying to teach this audience anything about Sherlock Holmes. I simply 
would not dare.” 

We can agree that Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories laid the 
foundations of the English detective novel and were the inspiration for its 
blossoming in the 1920s and ’30s. However, in that Golden Age, detective 
novels were consistently and heavily outsold by thrillers — stories of spies and 
secret agents, who didn’t so much detect as shoot first and ask questions later. 
It was a genre that fed on political fears both real and imagined at home and 
abroad, and it developed a dependable and very popular format. It introduced 
heroes who became household names, even if only briefly, though none 
would last like Holmes. 

In 1870, the German victory in the Franco-Prussian War shocked Britain. 
The rise of Germany and its imperial ambitions led to an arms race on land 
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and sea, and inevitably to an outbreak of what was known as “spy mania.” 
The over-riding fear among British politicians was of invasion by a foreign 
power, and between 1870 and 1914, more than sixty stories were published, 
describing invasions of England, by France, Russia, China, Japan, and even 
the U.S.A. — but mostly by Germany. 

A best-seller in this xenophobic scare-mongering was William Le Queux, 
whose initial success came with The Great War in England in 1897, published 
in 1894, which detailed the dastardly invasion plotted by the dastardly French 
with their dastardly allies the Russians. Even more successful was The Invasion 
of 1910, published in 1906, which had the Germans landing on the Suffolk 
coast and marching on London. 

Invasion-paranoia was also the theme of the first British spy story of real 
quality, The Riddle of the Sands by Erskine Childers, published in 1903. It’s 
also the only spy novel written by someone later executed as a spy. 

Apart from the Kaiser, the other perceived threat to national security was 
provided by anarchists of various hues, including the Suffragettes or “window-
breaking furies” as Holmes describes them in “His Last Bow,” though he 
implied the Kaiser was probably responsible for them as well. 

Germans and anarchists were popular villains, but so too was organised 
crime, epitomised by The Red Hand, an international crime syndicate created 
by Edgar Wallace in The Fourth Plague in 1913. The plot was ahead of its 
time, yet the story also reflects its own changing times. Fast cars supplant 
horse-drawn carriages, and our hero must devise a crude but cunning way of 
tracking one, a century before CCTV or numberplate recognition. 

Wallace became one of the most successful and prolific-to-the-point-of-
carelessness thriller writers, even exploiting the fear of German invasion in 
his 1912 novel Private Selby. After the war, he concentrated on crime novels 
and adventure thrillers, because he had been overtaken in the spy stakes by 
John Buchan. 

The 39 Steps, published in 1915, was a game-changer. Its influence can 
be seen in spy thrillers to this day. The hero, Richard Hannay, was a solid, 
brave, patriotic man, adept at disguises, who could speak four or five lan-
guages. It must be said, though, that he relied an awful lot on luck and coin-
cidence and was not the sharpest blade in the knife-throwing act. He was 
the hero of a new sort of thriller, which — unlike the detective story — did 
not revolve around what had happened in the past, but what was going to 
happen next … 

In 1920, the year in which Agatha Christie published The Mysterious Af-
fair at Styles, which initially earned her £25 on the sale of 2,000 copies, the 
latest “prince of thriller writers,” Edward Phillips Oppenheim published The 



SHERLOCK IN THE U.K. 2022 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   54 

Great Impersonation, which quickly sold one million copies and allowed the 
author to relocate to the French Riviera. It’s remarkably readable — if, that 
is, one can get past the casual racism of the first section, set in German East 
Africa in 1914. The plot will not surprise anyone who has read The Prisoner 
of Zenda. 

Oppenheim left one strong legacy, for all the trappings of envy he gave 
his heroes — money, beautiful women, fast cars, yachts, luxury hotels, even 
monogrammed hand-made cigarettes — which were to become the trade-
marks of a certain James Bond in the austere 1950s. 

The exploits of Bulldog Drummond, by H.C. (“Sapper”) McNeile, set 
the pattern for the tough gentleman adventurer — or, as Cecil Day-Lewis 
called him, the “unspeakable public-school bully.” Drummond’s name is still 
remembered, though that of Tiger Standish, created by the once hugely 
popular Sydney Horler is quite forgotten. 

In the 1930s, Francis Beeding (Hilary St George and John Leslie Palmer) 
wrote eighteen thrillers featuring spymaster Alistair Granby. Unlike most of 
their predecessors, both authors had a working knowledge of international 
politics, having worked for the League of Nations in Geneva. The spread of 
fascism and genuine political tensions were essential elements in the stories. 

We should mention four authors who made important and lasting contri-
butions to the genre: Somerset Maugham with his “Ashenden” stories, Graham 
Greene, Eric Ambler, and Geoffrey Household. Sherlock Holmes would 
certainly have found kinship with Ashenden; been rightly suspicious of many 
a Graham Greene character and amused by Eric Ambler’s left-wing leanings; 
and probably admired the tenacity and physical fortitude of Geoffrey House-
hold’s anonymous hero in Rogue Male. 

The war and the ensuing Cold War breathed new life into the spy thriller, 
and one could say that a second “Golden Age” began in 1953, with Ian 
Fleming’s Casino Royale — the book which one critic said, “put the blood 
and thunder, especially the blood, back into the thriller.” 

So, what sort of a spy would Sherlock Holmes have made? He was cer-
tainly no stranger to the wiles of espionage, and of course it helps the spy-
catcher if his brother can supply a list of the names and addresses of all the 
foreign agents in England. In “The Bruce-Partington Plans,” Holmes’ disgust 
on discovering that “an English gentleman” could sell secrets to a foreign 
power is perfectly understandable, and his outrage would be shared by his 
contemporaries in spy fiction. Half a century later, following the revelations 
about Burgess, Maclean, Philby, and Blunt, he might not have been so shocked 
by treachery in the upper classes. The ending of that story, the trapping of 
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the foreign agent, is not unlike the climax of Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy, and 
Holmes might have found in George Smiley a spy he could get on with. 

Holmes was a master of disguise, of course, and he had one thing which 
most fictional spies lack: a Watson. Spies tend to have “handlers” or “con-
trollers” who brief them on their missions; otherwise they tend to be lone 
wolves. 

“In his day and within his own rules of engagement, Sherlock was a cred-
ible fictional spy and his stories are still read today, whereas the massive 
bestsellers (in their day) of Le Queux and Oppenheim, are blissfully forgot-
ten. Thus one could say that Sherlock Holmes had that absolute essential 
quality when it comes to being the perfect spy: he survived.” 

After two years relying on Zoom to watch the films on our own comput-
ers, we gathered at the National Liberal Club on November 15 for the 2022 
Annual Film Evening. It was a particular pleasure to have the maestro, Mat-
thew J. Elliott, with us in person to present the show he called One Detective, 
Two Lands. First we saw the grandly-titled 1935 The Triumph of Sherlock 
Holmes, starring Arthur Wontner in his fourth appearance as the great  
detective. It’s by far the better of the two extant movies based on The Valley 
of Fear, though the inevitable contemporary setting works against it. The 
relationship between Wontner’s Holmes and Ian Fleming’s Watson is per-
fectly acceptable, and of course Wontner looks the part exactly. Roy Emer-
ton is a powerful Boss McGinty, and Lyn Harding, though he looks nothing 
like Holmes’s description in “The Final Problem,” is no less powerful as 
Professor Moriarty. 

The second feature was an episode from the recent Japanese series Sherlock: 
Untold Stories, which expands on various of the cases mentioned but not rec-
orded in the canon. The setting is modern-day Tokyo, and the protagonists 
are Shishio Homare (the Holmes-equivalent, played by Dean Fujioka) and 
his partner Junichi Wakamiya (played by Takanori Iwata). I was impressed 
enough that I want to see more of the series. 

We must end the 2022 summary on a sad note. Nicholas Utechin died 
on August 17. Nick joined the Sherlock Holmes Society of London in 1966, 
at the age of 14. He received the Irregular Shilling and the title of “The An-
cient British Barrow,” BSI in 1975. The following year he began his thirty-
year term as Editor of The Sherlock Holmes Journal. His Holmesian knowledge 
was immense, and he was always ready to learn something new. He wrote, 
edited, advised, and organised so much for the Society and for the BSI that 
his benign influence will be felt for decades to come. And he was related to 
Basil Rathbone! 

Thank you, Nick. 
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CALIFORNIA 
The Curious Collectors of Baker Street (Los Angeles) — Chrys and Jerry Kegley 

January 15, 2022 Lost In New York With A Bunch Of Sherlockians  

March 12, 2022 Sherlock Holmes Face-To-Face 

July 9, 2022 The Illustrious Client Medal Quiz  

October 29, 2022 Holmes For Halloween  

The Curious Collectors of Baker Street (CCOBS) has been presided 
over by Jerry Kegley, BSI and Chrys Kegley, BSI as Tin Boxes/Presidents 
since its founding in 1990. They traditionally hold four or five events across 
Los Angeles and its environs with a very irregular “Lost In New York With 
A Bunch Of Sherlockians” meeting in New York, NY thrown into the mix.  

The Baker Street Irregulars weekend festivities for January of 2022 were 
back in a somewhat understated manner in the still Covid-cautious envi-
ronment we found ourselves in. An abbreviated schedule still left plenty of 
time to connect with friends and reconnect in a more personal way. The 
annual BSI Dinner was highlighted by the investiture of two of the CCOBS’s 
very own, Aaron Rubin (The Amethyst Snuffbox) and Joanne Zahorsky-
Reeves (Toby). The Tin Boxes (Chrys and Jerry Kegley) hosted the very 
irregular “Lost In New York with a Bunch of Sherlockians” dinner on Sat-
urday the 15th at its new venue, The Playwright, bidding a fond and some-
what melancholy adieu to an unfortunate casualty of Covid, the much-loved 
O’Lunney’s Times Square Pub. The wonderful hospitality, good food, and 
grand fun we had at The Playwright bodes well for a new and long-standing 
relationship with “Lost.”  

March, found the Collectors hosting their first Southern CA based in-
person meeting with the aptly named “Sherlock Holmes Face To Face” event 
held at the Smokehouse in Burbank. Aaron Rubin, BSI took us along for 
the ride as he presented “My Road to Baker Street.” Canonical toasts were 
                                                                                                         
* These authors have retained copyright in their reports: Basford, Brydges, Colbert, Coppola, Dobry, 
Haile, Hein, Hunt, McGovern, Morris, Musial, Postovit, Reynolds, Solberg, and Weiner. 
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raised by David Pleger to Dr. Watson, Randy Thompson to Mr. Sherlock 
Holmes, Maggie and Robert Schpak to the return of the CCOBS, and Beth 
Gallego to ACD, “the founder of the feast.” Joanne Zahorsky-Reeves, BSI 
was the night’s second presenter and, like Aaron, she had been asked to give 
a talk on her Sherlockian life. Joanne provided a glimpse of her coast-to-
coast pilgrimage with “Back from the Future: Sherlockian Reflections.”  

July found the CCOBS holding their 28th Annual Medal Quiz event at 
Mimi’s Bistro & Bakery in L.A. Canonical toasts were raised by Meredith 
Taylor (Dr. Watson), Elvin Lindholm (Sherlock Holmes), Jeff Hart, BSI 
(Kitty Winter and Porky), and Willis Frick (ACD, The Founder of the Feast). 
Beth Gallego had our undivided and spellbound attention with her presenta-
tion on “An Irresistible Fascination: Historical Hypnotism and Gruner’s Post-
Hypnotic Influence.” Joanne Zahorsky-Reeves, BSI, took center stage to con-
found the participants with her Canonical conundrum on Illustrious Client. 
In a hard-fought battle of nerve and knowledge Meredith Taylor edged out 
Aaron Rubin, BSI for the win with Jeff Hart, BSI taking 3rd place.  

The CCOBS returned to the Smokehouse in October for “Holmes for 
Halloween.” John Goodwin paid tribute to Dr. Watson. Aaron Rubin’s 
homage to Sherlock Holmes was a treat. Chrys Kegley presented an Ode to 
Halloween. Coleen Hefley guided the spirit of ACD to us in her acknowl-
edgment of The Founder of the Feast. The event’s guest speaker, John Rabe, 
assisted by his sister Joan, and a host of voices from the past, provided color-
ful, heartfelt, and sometimes humorous information and insight into their 
Baker Street Irregular father’s Sherlockian history and connection with “Bill 
Rabe was no Commonplace Voice of Baker Street.” After dinner and des-
sert, the quiz on Sussex Vampire followed. Meredith Taylor and Maggie 
Schpak tied for first place, with John Goodwin and Beth Gallego in second 
and third place respectively. 

The Curious Collectors Of Baker Street, The Los Angeles Sherlock 
Holmes Society, can be found online at: https://ccobs.homesteadcloud.com/ 
and also on Facebook by searching: Curious Collectors of Baker Street; 
CCOBS. 

Until next time, keep those Holmes fires burning. 

The Deerstalkers of Monterey Bay — Maxine Reneker 

September 30, 2022 Inaugural Meeting, The World of Sherlock Holmes 

November 1, 2022 Discussion of “The Musgrave Ritual” 

December 8, 2022 Discussion of “Silver Blaze” 
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The Deerstalkers of Monterey Bay is a new scion society on the Monterey 
peninsula in California. Started in the late fall of 2022, it is a literary society 
which welcomes all people interested in Sherlock Holmes. 

The first meeting was held in Monterey on September 30th 2022. After a 
reading of Vincent Starrett’s 221B, the members listened to an audio reading 
of Arthur Conan Doyle’s preface to The Case Book of Sherlock Holmes. They 
then shared their interest in Sherlock Holmes, and their experiences, if any, 
with other scion societies. Maxine Reneker gave a brief introduction to The 
World of Sherlock Holmes, describing the Baker Street Irregulars, various 
scion societies and some of their activities; online resources; the Baker Street 
Journal and the Sherlock Holmes Journal published by the Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London, notable collections of Sherlockiana; and other publica-
tions and web sites devoted to the Canon. The members chose the name, 
The Deerstalkers of Monterey Bay, and decided to meet monthly to discuss 
a story from the Canon. Michael Kean, Wiggins in the BSI, described some 
of the history and activities of the Baker Street Irregulars. There were eight 
attendees at this inaugural meeting, enjoying a lovely British ambience with 
refreshments of tea in British porcelain and autumn treats. 

The second meeting was held on November 1st. The Musgrave Ritual 
was the story discussed. John Durein, a member of the BSI, read his paper 
on “Mathematically Musgrave.” He also told the group about some of the 
activities of The Diogenes Club, a longtime scion here on the Monterey 
peninsula. A lively discussion followed on tracing the path of the Ritual, the 
character of Brunton, and the fate of the ladies in the story. There were seven 
attendees.  

On December 8th, the Deerstalkers discussed Silver Blaze. Katherine 
Sinacor posed some questions related to the story, and Michael Kean pre-
sented a few comments about its publication in the UK and the USA. The 
possibility of creating a web page for the scion was raised. The scion members 
agreed that such a website would increase its presence in the community and 
provide information about its activities. It would also have a member-only 
section accessible to scion members. Sally Chapman and Roy Reneker vol-
unteered to explore its development. Refreshments were tea and trifle. There 
were eight attendees at the home of Maxine Reneker. 

Point of Contact: Maxine Reneker mreneker@pacbell.net. 
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The Diogenes Club of Carmel-by-the-Sea — John S. Postovit 

January 8, 2022 Dinner Meeting 

March 12, 2022 Dinner Meeting 

May 14, 2022 Dinner Meeting 

July 9, 2022 Dinner Meeting 

August 13, 2022 Viewing of Holmesian Films 

September 10, 2022 Dinner Meeting 

October 8, 2022 Viewing of Holmesian Films 

November 12, 2022 Dinner Meeting 

The first meeting of the Diogenes Club of Carmel-by-the-Sea was held 
during April 1971, in Pebble Beach, California. The name derives from the 
London club of which Sherlock Holmes’ brother Mycroft was a member. 
The purpose of the Diogenes Club of Carmel-by-the-Sea is to recreate, for 
at least six evenings a year, the relaxed atmosphere of a London men’s club 
of the Victorian era. Ever since 1971, the Diogenes Club has met in black 
tie almost without fail every second Saturday of odd-numbered months for 
dinner, drinks, discussion, and Sherlockian scholarship. The Diogenes Club is 
thoroughly planted in the traditions of 1895, and as a result remains perhaps 
the only all-male group left in the 21st Century. Diogenes Club members 
proudly label themselves “UnClubbable” in adherence to Holmes’ judgment 
of the original Diogenes Club. 

To the delight of traditionalists everywhere, the Diogenes Club has re-
turned from the Great Covid Hiatus with a full program of meetings in 2022. 
Presentations this year included Mr. John Durein reprising a paper given by 
his father Ted in 1997, “Sherlock Holmes and His Newspapers.” Mr. Marc 
Winquist regaled the Club with more on Holmes’ preferred imbibements, 
Mr. Michael Doherty presented evidence of Holmes’ belief in the Almighty, 
and Mr. Terry Spitz continued the journalistic theme by presenting on 
Holmes’ use of “Fake News” to lull the suspicions of criminals.  

Sadly, our Oldest Member, Mr. Charles Winge, went over Reichenbach 
this past fall. Also known as Mycroft, Mr. Winge had been with the Club 
since shortly after its founding in 1971 and had missed only one meeting 
prior to his demise. His scurrilous jokes will be missed by all. 

In August, a number of UnClubbables met for a light dinner and viewed 
the restored 1915 William Gillette silent film “Sherlock Holmes.” They met 
again in October for Basil Rathbone in “The Scarlet Claw.” Though the 
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only tuxedoes to be seen were printed on t-shirts, there is a chance that these 
low-key even-monthed meetings may become a new tradition. 

Canonical study this year included “Thor Bridge,” “The Yellow Face,” 
“The Illustrious Client,” “The Naval Treaty,” “The Stockbroker’s Clerk,” 
and “The Devil’s Foot.” Dr. Bill Berg’s quizzes on these stories were, in his 
own words, “ridiculously easy,” 

Sherlockian visitors to Monterey, California are invited to attend a meet-
ing should they happen to be in the area on the second Saturday of an odd-
numbered month. Please contact our Gasogene, Mr. Terry Spitz, for more 
information at tspitz1789@gmail.com. 

The Knights of the Gnomon (Redwood City) — Marc Kaufman 

January 2, 2022  Knights meet via Zoom 

March 7, 2022  Knights meet via Zoom 

May 2, 2022  Knights meet via Zoom 

May 30, 2022  Knights meet in person 

July 5, 2022  Knights meet via Zoom 

September 6, 2022  Knights meet via Zoom 

November 7, 2022 Knights meet via Zoom 

The Knights of the Gnomon, Redwood City, California Scion of the 
Baker Street Irregulars of New York, began in 1978 after an eight-session 
course on “Sherlock Holmes and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle Today” taught by 
Orval Graves through the Community Services Department of Cañada Col-
lege in Redwood City. Some students from the class then met at the invita-
tion of Graves and decided to form a scion, and by August petitioned the 
Baker Street Irregulars for official recognition. The gnomon is the part of 
the sundial that casts a shadow, and Mr. Graves had a special interest in 
sundials, which appeared several times in the Canon. A special sundial was 
made which has a gnomon with a cutout in the shape of Holmes’ profile 
wearing a deerstalker. Members meet on the first Monday night of every 
other month at the home of different members. The sundial is in the middle 
of the room, and placed on it are member pebbles/rocks, inscribed with 
name or initials, some with the dancing men cipher. At each meeting Star-
rett’s poem, 221B, is read by the host, minutes are distributed and a quiz on 
an assigned story is given, with discussion following. After a show-and-tell 
session, refreshments are served. 
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Unfortunately, we could not meet in person for our regular meetings in 
2022, but we tried to maintain the format, absent the refreshments. One 
upside, though, was the inclusion of members who do not live locally, in-
cluding one in London. 

January saw the Knights celebrating the 168th birthday of Sherlock via 
Zoom, rather than at a local restaurant. January is the month for the election 
of officers: Master Caster (he/she who casts the longest shadow, Amanuensis 
(secretary and reporter), Cox & Co. (treasurer), and the Hans Sloane of Our 
Age (archivist). For 2022 the officers were: 

Master Caster: Randall Stock 
Amanuensis: Marc Kaufman 
Cox & Co.: Cade Deverell 
Hans Sloane of Our Age: Maxine Reneker 
The regular format of the January meeting was replaced by a group 

(members sequentially) reading of “The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle,” a 
tradition started by the Scowrers and Molly Maguires of San Francisco, 
when the Holiday Inn in Union Square had a replica of Sherlock Holmes’ 
sitting room on the top floor. Because we met by Zoom, there was no goose 
dinner (alas!). 

At the March meeting, the OGT (Old Guaiacum Test) on “The Red-
Headed League” was presented by Cade Deverell. Book report by Maxine 
Reneker, on The Return of the Pharaoh by Nicholas Meyer. 

The May quiz on “A Case of Identity” was presented by Katherine Doar. 
May also found us meeting in person for lunch at a local British pub.  

The July quiz on “The Boscombe Valley Mystery” was presented by Marc 
Kaufman. Randall Stock gave a review of Vicki Delany’s Sherlock Holmes 
Bookshop series. Randall is the proprietor of https://www.bestofsherlock.com. 

The September quiz was by Marsha Pollak on “The Five Orange Pips.” 
Book report was for Holmes and Watson Country: Travels in Search of Solutions 
by Bernard Davies, published by the Sherlock Holmes Society of London. 

Finally, the November quiz from Amy Buckley was “The Man with the 
Twisted Lip”. Book report by Randall Stock on The Strange Case of the Dutch 
Painter by Timothy Miller. 

We were all very hopeful that 2023 would see us meeting in person, 
again. But it looks like Zoom, for a while at least. 

Contact info for the Knights is via the Scowrers and Molly Maguires of 
San Francisco: McMurdo@Scowrers.org. 
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The Scowrers and Molly Maguires of San Francisco — Marc Kaufman 

January 8, 2022 Happy Birthday Sherlock Holmes — via Zoom 

May 15, 2022  Spring meeting — via Zoom 

October 22, 2022 Autumn meeting — via Zoom 

The Scowrers and Molly Maguires, founded by friends William Anthony 
Parker White, better known by his penname, Anthony Boucher, and Joseph 
Henry Jackson, book editor of the San Francisco Chronicle, first met on 
March 31, 1944, at Fred Solari’s Italian restaurant on Maiden Lane in San 
Francisco. Although the Scowrers initially followed the tradition of a male 
only group, a female auxiliary, the Molly Maguires, quickly followed. Women 
did attend the second meeting, and this scion became the first to admit 
women to full and equal membership. Normally, the Scowrers meet approxi-
mately three times a year for a luncheon with toasts, papers, quiz, and frightful 
pun to close. 2022 was not a normal year. We met via Zoom, but were able to 
record most meetings. Overall, Zoom attendance was better than in-person 
attendance, with international attendees. 

January found the Scowrers celebrating the Master’s birthday with the 
traditional reading of Marilyn MacGregor’s poem, “Happy Birthday, Sherlock 
Holmes.” The speaker was Russell Merritt, BSI, on the topic “Milverton at 
the Movies: The Blackmail King and the New Watson.” The meeting was 
recorded, and can be obtained by request to McMurdo@Scowrers.org 

Our speaker for May was Randall Stock, BSI, on “Behind the Scenes of 
The Solitary Cyclist: its history and manuscript,” followed by a quiz presented 
by member Cade Deverell. This meeting was also recorded. 

Finally, our October speaker was Nancy Holder, BSI, speaking on “Happy 
Holmes Halloween! Real Creepers, Canonical and Otherwise.” This meeting 
was also recorded. 

Contact info for the Scowrers and Molly Maguires of San Francisco: 
McMurdo@Scowrers.org. 

The Holmes’ Hounds’ Sherlock Holmes Society (Jackson) — 
Linda Hein and Beth Barnard 

January 6, 2022 Winter meeting: “Charles Augustus Milverton”  

March 1, 2022 Spring meeting: Holmes’s Hunt 

March 19, 2022 Zoom discussion: “The Six Napoleons” 

May 3, 2022 Spring meeting #2: “The Three Students”  
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July 2022 No meeting due to wildfire 

September 2022 No meeting due to excessive heat 

November 1, 2022 Winter meeting: “The Golden Pince-Nez”  

The Holmes’ Hounds Sherlock Holmes Society, founded in January of 
2014 by Linda Hein and Beth Barnard meets the first Tuesday of every other 
month on odd-numbered months, except for January, when Holmes’ Hounds 
always meet on January 6. Beth Barnard is the Gasogene, Linda Hein the 
Tantalus, and Joe Svec the Commissionaire. A canonical story is discussed at 
every meeting, with questions submitted by our member Wiggins. Meetings 
give members opportunities to present their characters to the membership. 
When they have done so, they receive the Holmes’ Hounds Society Pin. In 
March of every year, the annual Holmes’ Hunt takes place within our 10,000-
square-foot building. The three-story edifice (Hein & Company Bookstore, 
Baker Street West, and Hein & Company Estate Sales) is used in imaginative 
ways to conduct a hunt with teams who search for clues (rhymes, puzzles, 
invisible ink!) amid books, antiques, and hidden spaces.  

In January of 2022, Holmes’ Hounds met with the usual number of ap-
proximately 30 members and discussed “The Adventure of Charles Augustus 
Milverton.” After a most vigorous discussion, the membership settled in to 
play Sherlockian Pictionary. Sir Robert Norberton (Van Wilhite) of Shoscombe 
Old Place presented his character in poetry and received his Society Pin.  

March of 2022 brought Holmes’ Hunt based on “The Six Napoleons.” 
Attendee members were “broken” into six competing teams. Each team was 
given a rhyming clue card that, when solved, would take them to an Italian-
themed location in the building where they would find another clue card 
leading to a second location. At the third location, they would find a card 
directing them to an array of six identical busts of Napoleon (made of blown 
eggs with googly eyes and Napoleonic hats) where they were to guess which 
bust contained the Black Pearl of the Borgias. When all four groups were 
finished investigating, each team broke an eggshell, and the pearl was revealed 
in the winning Napoleon. The other Napoleons contained a note with the 
location where a bust was broken in the canon story. The winning group’s 
name, The Green Carbuncles, is memorialized on the perpetual plaque in 
The Wolf & Bear Pub.  

Holmes’ Hounds also held a Zoom discussion on Saturday, March 19 
examining “The Six Napoleons” with the help of Robert Katz, BSI. At that 
session, Holmes’ Hounds members, Godfrey Norton and Mary Sutherland 
(Cedric Clute and Jan Clute), presented their memories of Dean Dicken-
sheet (Jan’s cousin) and Anthony Boucher (friend of both).  
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In May, the membership discussed “The Adventure of the Three Students.” 
Afterward, Sherlockian Balderdash and Sherlockian Bingo were played. 

The July meeting was cancelled due to excessive smoke from the nearby 
Electra Fire. And our September meeting was cancelled due to excessive 
heat (108 degrees!).  

In November, the membership discussed “The Adventure of the Golden 
Pince-Nez.” Wiggins (Andy Rodriguez) presented his character and received 
his society pin. Inspector Stanley Hopkins (Mike Morrison) gave his character 
presentation and received his society pin. 

For more information on Holmes’ Hounds, please contact Mrs. Hudson 
at info@bakerstreetwest.com or call 209-223-2215. 

CONNECTICUT 
Cheshire Sherlock Holmes Society (Cheshire) — Andrew Tranquilli 

February 17, 2022  Zoom meeting featuring A Study in Scarlet 

March 17, 2022  Zoom speaker Derrick Belanger on Solar Pons, discussion of “The 
Adventure of the Late Mr. Faversham”, 

April 21, 2022  Hybrid meeting on The Sign of Four 

May 19, 2022  Hybrid meeting on “The Red-Headed League” 

June 16, 2022  Hybrid meeting on “A Case of Identity” 

July 21, 2022  Hybrid meeting on “The Boscombe Valley Mystery” 

August 18, 2022  Hybrid meeting on “The Five Orange Pips” 

September 15, 2022 Hybrid meeting on “The Man with the Twisted Lip” 

October 20, 2022 Harrowing Halloween Hybrid meeting on “The Sussex Vampire,” 
“Selecting a Ghost,” and “The Terror of Blue John Gap” 

November 17, 2022 Sherlock Holmes on Screen (screened the John Barrymore restored 
film) 

December 15, 2022 Hybrid meeting — John C. Sherwood reads and comments on his 
“The Speckled Band” essay from the book About Sixty edited by 
Christopher Redmond 

The Cheshire Sherlock Holmes Society of CT was founded in 2016 by 
Andy Tranquilli (Inspector Lestrade) and has met monthly for 80 meetings 
since that time. We started 2022 with Zoom meetings and moved on to 
hybrid Zoom/in-person meetings, which has enabled several of our members 
to join us from a distance. Over six years we have discussed every story in the 
Canon, the Apocrypha, other Doyle stories and novels, Auguste Dupin, Solar 
Pons, pastiches, and Sherlockian scholarship. 
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Andy Tranquilli at Woolsey Hall, Yale University, New Haven, site of  
ACD’s May 8, 1922 lecture. Photo by Sharon M. Foster, CSHS member. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

At our March meeting, Derrick Belanger of Belanger Books introduced 
us to Solar Pons. We invested him as “The Book Merchant.” Diane Calabro 
(the Cheshire Town Historian) was invested as “The Historian of This Bunch” 
(VALL). Diane wrote an article for the local papers on Conan Doyle’s 1922 
lecture at Woolsey Hall in New Haven and about the activities of the Cheshire 
scion. She has also delivered presentations on ACD, the KKK, and Victorian 
women this year. Shirley Brady received the investiture of “Norbury” at our 
November meeting and was given the mission of whispering ‘Norbury’ in 
Andy’s ear when he is “giving less pains to a case than it deserves.”  

In May, Jose (Gasogene) and Aida Rodriguez gave a presentation on their 
visit to the Sherlock Holmes in 221 Objects exhibition. Jerrold Rubak (Mr. James 
Dodd) delivered a talk on ACD and Colonialism in September. Danna 
Mancini (Mycroft Holmes) gave us an encore of the Leon Sterndale Lecture 
at the anniversary meeting of The Cornish Horrors titled “Who Else Knew: 
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An Investigation of Certain Criminals, and How They Studied the Master’s 
Methods,” also published in the Proceedings of Pondicherry Lodge. 

The Harrowing Halloween Hybrid Meeting was held in October. We 
read and discussed “Selecting a Ghost: The Ghosts of Goresthorpe Grange” 
by ACD. A ghostly applicant (Jeffery Glazier) for the title of official scion ghost 
entertained us with his amusing resume at the meeting while disguised as the 
ghost of Dr. Wilbur Moore, the original owner of house converted to the 
Cheshire Senior Center, our meeting place. 

If you would like more information about our scion, please email tranquilli 
@hotmail.com. 

The Men on the Tor (Trumbull) — Greg Darak 

June 5, 2022 Henry Whitfield State Museum, Guilford Mooring, Guilford, CT  
— “The Musgrave Ritual” 

October 16, 2022 The Submarine Force Museum, Groton, CT, Filomena’s, Waterford, CT 
— “The Bruce-Partington Plans” 

The Men on the Tor was founded by Harold and Theodora Niver in 
1977. After running the scion for 33 years, the Nivers retired and passed the 
leadership of the group on to Greg Darak and Mike Berdan. The group gen-
erally holds two meetings a year, one in the spring and one in the fall, 

Built in 1639, the Henry Whitfield House in Guilford, Connecticut is 
the oldest stone house in New England, and was large enough to be used as 
a fort by the early settlers. It seemed as close a match as the state could provide 
to the ancient manor house of Hurlstone, the site of the mysterious doings 
in “The Musgrave Ritual,” which also dated back to the 1600s. This led the 
scion to plan its spring meeting there, where we could perform a recreation 
of the ritual. 

At first, we wondered how much we would have to adjust the ritual to fit 
the house. Amazingly enough, it did not have to be adjusted at all. Starting 
near the southwest corner of the house, “north by ten and by ten” brought us 
to the northwest corner, “east by five and by five” brought us to the north-
east corner of a wing of the house, “south by two and by two” led us to a 
place in the side of the house where an old entrance had clearly been walled 
up, and, after going inside the building, we saw that “west by one and by 
one” from the previous spot placed us right above a grate looking down into 
a basement — “and so under.” 

Twenty-one Sherlockians gathered at the Whitfield House on June 5. A 
museum guide provided a brief historical overview before everyone went 
through its three stories, viewing the furnishings and exhibits. We then all 
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stepped outside for the recreation of the ritual, followed by a talk from Danna 
Mancini on the different methods of measuring steps and pacing. 

Afterwards, we reconvened at a seafood restaurant, Guilford Mooring, 
where The Men on the Tor had its first indoor restaurant meeting since be-
fore the pandemic. Toasts were given by Bob Stek (Rituals), Vickie Wittman 
(Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee), and John Sherwood (Irene Adler). 
John was also given the investiture of “A Times Leader.” Short presentations 
were delivered by Greg Darak (“Solution to a Musgrave Mystery”) and Mike 
Berdan (“Where Were the Shadows? All Over the Ritual”). 

The quiz was won by John Sherwood, with Jose Rodriguez and Isabel 
Rathbone coming in second and third. Vickie Wittman contributed a Word 
Search game, which was won by Greg Darak, Mike Berdan, and Isabel 
Rathbone. 

For our Fall meeting, we gathered at The Submarine Force Museum in 
Groton CT, where we toured the USS Nautilus, the world’s first nuclear-
powered sub, and one of the Bruce-Partington submarine’s most notable 
descendants. The museum also held many other sub-related exhibits and 
artifacts, including a life-size replica of the world’s first submersible, the Turtle 
from the Revolutionary War. 

After touring the Museum, everyone drove across the Thames River to 
nearby Waterford. Since Holmes and Watson had dined at Goldini’s in the 
course of the adventure, it was only fitting that we also dined at an Italian 
restaurant, Filomena’s. A total of 27 Sherlockians enjoyed the use of a private 
room for our formal meeting. 

Toasts were given by Kate Karlson (Cadogan West), Joseph Savage (Ships 
and Friendship), Mike Berdan (“God Save the King”), Greg Darak (Mycroft), 
and Bob Madison (Hugo Oberstein). 

Then we had a new event, a show-and-tell where people displayed rare or 
unusual items from their personal collections. Among the highlights were a 
handwritten postcard from Arthur Conan Doyle (Jose Rodriguez), authentic 
WW I submarine photograph albums and books (Michael Barton), an 1887 
Christmas annual — unfortunately not Beeton’s (Mike Berdan), and auto-
graphs of Jeremy Brett and Leonard Nimoy (Vickie Wittman). Vickie also 
told how, at an autograph session, the actress Marina Sirtis was somewhat 
thrown by being asked not a question about Star Trek, but, “What was it 
like working with Jeremy Brett?” 

The lead presentation, “Plans, Patents, and Periscopes,” was delivered by 
Danna Mancini, and went into the details of exactly what kind of docu-
ments had been stolen by Col. Valentine Walter, and how he had managed 
to remove them. 
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John Sherwood gave a report on the recent cleaning of the graves of Wil-
liam and Helen Gillette at Riverside Cemetery in Farmington, with which 
he had been involved. 

The quiz was won by Jose Rodriguez, with Isabel Rathbone and Tom 
Sullivan coming in second and third. Danna Mancini gave all attendees a 
special Bruce-Partington themed coaster. 

Unknown to us when we scheduled the meeting, it turned out that Octo-
ber 16th was the 83rd birthday of our scion’s co-founder, Harold Niver. He 
and his wife Theodora (the other co-founder) were at the meeting, so we 
had a surprise birthday cake, and Danna Mancini presented him with a 
unique Sherlockian Men on The Tor card case. 

It was only fitting that the birthday honoree be the person to read Vincent 
Starrett’s 221B, which closed the meeting and The Men on the Tor’s 46th year. 

HAWAII 
The Shaka Sherlockians — Dr. Joseph T. Page Jr. 

February 12, 2022 Zoom Meeting featuring Rich Krisciunas 

May 14, 2022 Zoom Meeting featuring Dr. Russell Merritt, BSI 

August 13, 2022 Zoom Meeting featuring Cenarth Fox 

November 12, 2022 Zoom Meeting featuring Roger Johnson, BSI 

The Shaka Sherlockians of Hawaii was founded in 2020 by current Gas-
ogene, Joe Page. Hawaii is officially composed of eight islands and meetings 
are held quarterly using the convenience of Zoom on the 2nd Saturday of 
February, May, August, and November. Previous Hawaiian scion societies 
were The Andaman Islanders (1975-2002), founded by Marcia Chapman 
Eveland, and The Baker Street Irregulars of Honolulu (1943-1945), founded 
by Jerry Siegel during WWII while serving in the military as a Stars & Stripes 
reporter. (It is interesting to note that Jerry Siegel was the co-creator of  
Superman.) 

The inaugural meeting took place in November 2020 and featured Peter 
Blau, BSI (Black Peter) as the initial guest speaker. 2022 meetings were 
hosted by the Gasogene and co-hosted by Steve Mason, BSI, who is Third 
Mate (President) of The Crew of the Barque Lone Star in Texas. Efforts 
were made to limit meetings to no more than one hour. Each was opened 
and closed with an enthusiastic Aloha and a Sherlockian Shaka for all in 
attendance. New attendees were introduced with a Hawaiian Welcome (E 
Komo Mai). After brief general announcements, each guest speaker was in-
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troduced, followed by a Q&A session. The 2022 guest speakers were top 
drawer and, without exception, extremely well-received. (NB: Videos of meet-
ings are available online at www.shakasherlockian.com.) Following additional 
announcements of interest to Sherlockians, a challenging one-question 
Sherlockian Pop Quiz took place with a special prize for the first correct 
answer. 2022 winners included J. Andrew Basford, Howard Ostrom, Steve 
Mason, and Rich Krisciunas. Final comments and announcements were pre-
sented and each meeting ended with a traditional reading of Vincent Star-
rett’s timeless 221B poem. Official closure occurred with a final Sherlockian 
Shaka and Aloha.  

Membership in The Shaka Sherlockians of Hawaii is open to anyone in-
terested in Sherlock Holmes no matter his/her level of knowledge of The 
Canon. Although the original stories are at the heart of our interest, fans of 
movies, TV, pastiches, blogs, etc. are more than welcome to join The Shaka 
Sherlockians of Hawaii. There are no dues. The only requirement for mem-
bership is congeniality. Complimentary “Charter Member” certificates are 
available upon request after attending a meeting (or extending a kindness) and 
include award of the “BSS” (Boom Shaka Sherlockian) post-nominal title. 
Email certificate requests (name and mailing address) to shakasherlockian 
@gmail.com. We are officially recognized as a BSI Scion Society and are 
dedicated to “keeping green” the memory of Sherlock Holmes.  

ILLINOIS 
The Scotland Yarders (Chicago area) — Janice Weiner 

January 5, 2022 Members discussed their recommendations for mystery series.  

March 9, 2022 Stephen Lee spoke on “Why Dr. Watson Lied and How Sherlock Holmes 
Defeated Moriarty.” 

May 11, 2022 Show and tell from members’ Sherlockian collections. 

September 7, 2022 Viewed a program about the eruption of Krakatoa in 1883. 

November 12, 2022 Holiday luncheon: Stephen Lee spoke on “Sherlock Holmes and the Art 
of Detection.” 

The Scotland Yarders was founded in 1988. Over the years, for various 
reasons and due to the pandemic, we changed our meeting dates to varying 
Wednesdays from the original second Tuesdays in January, March, May, 
and September, with a holiday party in November. The party is our only 
event with a charge. We did have dues to be a member of the group, but 
they have been suspended. We gave up an informal summer July get-
together at a suburban music venue due to changes in the venue’s classical 
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music schedule. We started meeting at Scotland Yard Books (in a northern 
Chicago suburb), from which we got our name, and then switched to meeting 
at various northern Chicago suburban public libraries. The pandemic caused 
us to use Zoom for some of our 2021 meetings, though we have gone back 
to in-person meetings for 2022. Our meetings have featured such things as: 
speakers, story discussions, quizzes, puzzles and games, and watching TV 
episodes/ movies of various Holmes and mystery series. We are open to any-
thing that can be related to Holmes, crime, the Victorian Era, and other 
such subjects. We are not a serious study group for the Canon. 

For the January meeting members discussed recommendations for mystery 
series to read. A list was given out at the meeting and one was attached to 
the next newsletter. At the March meeting Stephen Lee spoke about the 
“silent conflict” between Holmes and Moriarty and how Dr. Watson might 
have depicted this conflict. Members showed off items from their Sherlockian 
collections at the May meeting. The Scotland Yarders watched a DVD 
about the 1883 eruption of Krakatoa. This was due to a question about what 
was going on in the world while Holmes lived. Our holiday luncheon was on 
November 12th. Stephen Lee spoke again, but on the topic of how to find 
facts of a situation, instead of being caught listening to hearsay, etc. 

The current Commissioner (Janice) also writes/edits the newsletter (sent 
by email) and can be reached at jlweiner@sbcglobal.net. 

The Hansoms of John Clayton (Peoria) — Brad Keefauver 

January 27, 2022 Zoom discussion of The Hound of the Baskervilles 

February 24, 2022 Zoom discussion of The Sign of the Four 

March 24, 2022 Discussion of “The Man with the Twisted Lip” 

April 28, 2022 Discussion of The Valley of Fear 

May 26, 2022 Discussion of “The Final Problem” 

June 23, 2022 Discussion of “A Scandal in Bohemia” 

July 28, 2022 Zoom discussion of “Copper Beeches” 

August 26, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Cardboard Box” 

September 22, 2022 Discussion of “The Man with the Twisted Lip” 

October 27, 2022 Discussion of “The Noble Bachelor” 

November 17, 2022 Discussion of “The Red-Headed League” 

December 22, 2022 Discussion of “The Blue Carbuncle” 
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The Hansoms of John Clayton continued to keep Sherlockian discussion 
going in Peoria, Illinois this past year with its “Sherlock Holmes Story Society” 
Thursday nights at the North Branch of the Peoria Public Library, breaking 
free of Zoom in March to go back to live meetings. After one full rotation of 
the Canon and a “best of” year, the group decided to begin 2023 by reading 
Watson’s tales in chronological order, starting with “Gloria Scott.” Barring 
holidays, the group meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30. 
More information can be had from bradkeefauver@comcast.net. 

The Criterion Bar Association — Franklin Saksena 

January 22, 2022 Guest speaker — Franklin Saksena on “The Engineer’s Thumb” 

March 5, 2022 Guest speaker — Augie and Tracy Aleksy: The Literary Sherlock Holmes 

May 21, 2022 Guest speaker — Brenda Rossini and Franklin Saksena: The Oscar 
Slater case 

October 29, 2022 Guest speakers — Stephen Lee: The Holmes/Moriarty conflict 

We had Zoom sessions in January to May 2022, and our first live session 
in October. 

In January 2022, Dr. Franklin Saksena, MD gave a talk on “The Engineer’s 
Thumb” in which he discussed normal thumb function and what its loss 
entails. Sometimes the great toe can be used as a thumb substitute. In March 
2022. Augie and Tracy Aleksy gave a talk on the Literary Sherlock Holmes, 
indicating that he was well up in his Shakespeare, etc. The May 2022 meet-
ing brought us a presentation about the Oscar Slater case by Brenda Rossini 
and Franklin Saksena. Franklin presented evidence that he was not guilty 
and Brenda stated he was guilty of murder. And in October 2022, Stephen 
Lee, an attorney, discussed the hidden conflict between Sherlock Holmes 
and Professor Moriarty and why Watson lied. He provided us with a 97-page 
booklet explaining his reasoning. He was an excellent speaker. 

The Criterion Bar association publishes a newsletter quarterly. I make up 
a new crossword puzzle and write a short essay in each issue (Forgeries and 
their detection, Holmes and bartitsu, Ears in the Canon, and Professor Mo-
riarty). Quizzes are made up by other Board members for each issue. 

For more information about The Criterion Bar Association, please email 
Franklin Saksena M.D., BSI at franklin.saksena@gmail.com.  
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The Torists International, SS — Jonathan Shimberg 

March 27, 2022 John Sherwood: Holmes’s 10 Basic Rules 

June 27, 2022 Phil Cunningham: Mnemonic Framework to the Sherlockian Canon 

September 27, 2022 Don Izban: Exploring the Mind of Sherlock Holmes 

December 27, 2022 Linda Crohn: Is Sherlock Holmes a Foodie? 

2022 was another eventful year for The Torists International SS! 
We started off the year with a Zoom meeting in March featuring Sher-

lock Holmes discussing his 10 Basic Rules. He was assisted in this endeavor 
by John Sherwood (BSI, as of January 2023). It was an amazing evening, 
and educational to all that attended.  

Our June meeting was in person and featured Phil Cunningham, BSI. 
He spoke on his system of a Mnemonic Framework to the Sherlockian 
Canon. With charts and handouts, the former Chief Steward taught us his 
system for remembering the titles of every story of the Canon.  

The September meeting featured the musings of Donald Izban, BSI,  
another former Chief Steward and one of the founders of our scion, on Ex-
ploring the Mind of Sherlock Holmes. A great talk by a man who never read 
the Canon. ;-) 

Our final speaker was Linda Crohn. She posed the question “Is Sherlock 
Holmes a Foodie?”  

As a whole, it was a challenging and educational year, which is a goal for 
any scion. We are in the midst of planning for 2023. For more information 
about The Torists International Sherlock Holmes Society, please contact 
Jonathan Shimberg at toristintss@gmail.com.  

The BeeSpeckled Band — Brenda Rossini 

March 2, 2022 Zoom Discussion of A Study in Scarlet (part 1) 

May 1, 2022 Live Discussion of A Study in Scarlet (part 2) 

July 26, 2022 Live Discussion of A Study in Scarlet (part 3) 

October 25, 2022 Live Discussion of The Sign of Four (part 1) 

December 6, 2022 Live Discussion of The Sign of Four (part 2) 

The BeeSpeckled Band is proceeding apace.  
Our Zoom discussions were well-attended and parting was truly such 

sweet sorrow, but the transition had to be made. Our live gatherings sputtered 
at first with lingering COVID fears, but we’re all back, healthy and enthusi-
astic. BeeSpeckled Band meets, when live, every second month on the first 
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Tuesday evening, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45. Beforehand we meet for dinner. 
In October, Ron Levitsky organized a “Holmesapalooza” in which we 

celebrated our having read and discussed all 56 short stories of the Canon. 
There were toasts, sparkling juices de Tantalus, fun quizzes (Musical Ca-
nonical Titles; Hidden Canonical Titles), and shared opinions. No one was 
anxious to participate in the “Are You There, Moriarty?” a game enjoyed by 
the Queen, when she was a girl, along with her sister, Margaret, and a few 
hapless courtiers.  

December 6, we met to discuss the final chapters of SIGN, at which this 
writer read a short and apropos SIGN poem of “The Queen of Tonga,” in 
honor of the passing of Queen Elizabeth II. Following the Canonical exercise, 
the group gathered around a Holiday table with treats and heavily fortified 
eggnog. 

February 7, 2023, we will continue the live gathering and embark on a 
thoroughgoing discussion of The Hound of the Baskervilles. 

At another discussion, Dr. Franklin Saksena (who once played chess 
against Bobby Fischer … and, sadly, lost) improved the attics of our brains 
with a discourse on the Battle of Maiwand. Another stalwart Bee, Maureen 
Mascha, a forensic accountant and college professor, is off on a year’s sab-
batical in Finland. We’re confident she is not on border control. 

If any scion society is wholly intellectual, verbal, witty, charming, and in-
cisive — walking the walk and talking the talk of the Great Detective—then 
the BeeSpeckled Band is it. We even gather ’round a fireplace at the High-
wood Public Library, our regular meeting spot.  

For more information, please contact Brenda Rossini, agrrtig@aol.com. 

Chicago Baritsu Society — Xander Sobecki 

Originally gathered virtually during the 2020 lockdown without even a 
decided name for the group, the Chicago Baritsu Society had their inaugural 
meeting on Friday the 13th of January, 2023 and is awaiting delivery of their 
official charter. We emphasize we do not study “Bartitsu” by Edward Barton-
Wright, but are seeking true sources of “Baritsu” itself as cited by Holmes via 
the Literary Agent. There are no records of any such martial art, but we’re 
staying optimistic and having a good time discussing the Canon during our 
search.  

Meeting in an undisclosed speakeasy-styled location, the CBS was founded 
to address a unique need. While few cities can match the historical impact 
and number of Sherlockian organizations that Chicago has, the famed scions 
have long since migrated to the outer suburbs and are not easily accessible by 
Chicagoans who rely on public transportation or can’t make the drive due to 
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our infamous commuter traffic. Thus, a group was created right next to the 
CTA train line. It also was placed near a surplus of free parking, pubs, bars, 
and late-night eateries to keep the conversations going as long as possible.  

Starting in 2023, we shall be meeting quarterly, with our first gathering 
introducing members to the Literary Agent’s history as well as the founding 
of the BSI and its impact worldwide. Future sessions will open with a dis-
cussion of a selected short-story to share our findings and reflections, mixed 
in with presenters on the Canon and related topics of expertise as we reach 
out throughout the city.  

Traveling Sherlockians who don’t mind signing an NDA regarding our 
eccentric meeting location are welcome to attend our sessions, reach out to 
chicagobaritsusociety@gmail.com to make introductions. 

Hugo’s Companions (Chicago area) — Terry McCammon 

Hugo’s Companions meets sporadically, at a time and place directed by 
Sir Hugo. For details, email to Terry McCammon, BSI, terry.w.mccammon@ 
gmail.com. 

Chester Baskerville Society — Michael McClure 

The Chester Baskerville Society was the natural result of a Chester, Illinois 
family’s intense, decades-long interest in Sherlock Holmes. The society was 
formally established in October 1988 by Michael W. and Susan McClure to 
give the southern Illinois region a local avenue to experience the joys of 
Sherlockian comradery, silliness, and scholarship. Quarterly meetings were 
held to discuss either one of the novels or two of the shorter stories that Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle published. We have covered the entire Canon multiple 
times while also hosting creative celebrations of anniversary events and film 
releases. Each regular meeting consists of the latest news, a movie of one of 
the stories to be discussed, and several papers (both scholarly and satirical) 
that always generate a goldmine of interesting discussion, and usually solve 
all of the world’s problems at the same time! A smorgasbord of edibles and 
libations are prepared by Lady Baskerville, much to the delight of our society 
members. It’s not a bad deal for the annual price of the cost of a cup of air.  

Our meetings have been sporadic these last two years, with Covid impos-
ing its unforgiving restrictions, plus the fact that our Baskerville Hall was 
repurposed as the recovery room for our son, Michael II, after his fourth 
open-heart surgery. We expect a full return to the normalcy of regularly 
scheduled nonsense in 2023. 

The Baskervilles have nonetheless been extremely busy spreading the 
love for the Master and his publisher throughout the world! Our creation of 
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The Original Sherlock Holmes and his Baker Street Irregulars tabletop board 
game in late 2020 found us delivering over 1000 copies of this exciting and 
extremely well-received game to 42 different countries! We have several for-
eign companies interested in translating it into their own languages, and are 
thrilled at the sheer volume of patrons that are enjoying the fruits of our labor 
… but is it really “work” when it is sooooo much fun? 

Presently Michael’s annotated version of The Speckled Band is a top 
seller in the UK market. Many of the purchasers are buying it in quantities 
that seem to indicate it is being used in school curriculums. One customer, 
showing extremely good taste, purchased 204 copies.  

Our current tabletop game being developed is in homage to the world of 
Magic. It pays tribute to the Master magicians of the last two centuries, but 
also the Legendary and Mythic roots of the Art. The unique reward for 
playing the game is recorded, live action magic tutorials, some of which will 
teach many Sherlock Holmes themed magic effects that anyone could per-
form at scion meetings or even combine to create an entire act for the public. 
Projected release for Master to Mythics is fall of 2023.  

Since the erection of the only granite life-size Sherlock Holmes statue 
next to our Baskerville Hall, we have had thousands of tourists visit the me-
morial and the other statues in the Popeye & Friends Character Trail. Paddle-
wheel boats brings tourists to our river port, and Michael gives bus tours of 
the various statues, but the greatest interest these visitors show is in the 
Popeye statue and that of Sherlock Holmes. The geocaching treasure hunt 
climaxes with special gifts at the feet of the Master, since the last stop is our 
Sherlock statue. It is great fun to share the excitement of our tourists and see 
that his memory will remain green for a long time to come. 

Michael recently was asked to give a Popeye and Holmes presentation to 
one of his other scions, The Bootmakers of Toronto. The international at-
tendees seemed genuinely amazed at the depth that Popeye’s creator, Elzie 
Segar, had presented Sherlock Holmes to the fans of the one-eyed sailor. 
Segar was indeed one of the earliest Sherlockians, and promoted the detective 
all over the world. It seems this is a mission that keeps repeating itself in our 
little community.  

All of our endeavors can be found, and current projects are still open for 
others to participate, no matter where they might live, by visiting www.bask 
ervilleproductions.com or by dropping Michael a line at watson7654321@ 
gmail.com. 
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INDIANA 
The Illustrious Clients of Indianapolis — Steven T. Doyle 

January 22, 2022 The Victorian Dinner 

February 26, 2022 The Sign of Four 

April 9, 2022 “A Scandal in Bohemia” 

May 14, 2022 Sherlockian Auction 

June 25, 2022 Sherlockian Film Meeting 

August 6, 2022 Field Trip to Bloomington, IN for “Sherlock Holmes in 221 Objects” 

September 17, 2022 “The Red-Headed League” 

November 5, 2022 “A Case of Identity” 

December 10, 2022 “The Blue Carbuncle” 

The Victorian Dinner, January 22 — Church of the Nativity Community 
Room: On January 22 we kicked off the calendar year with 33 in attendance 
in person, and seven members and guests attending in the hybrid Zoom 
window. We held our annual officer election, and with no contested offices, 
all candidates were affirmed via voice vote. Other notable events included 
the inauguration of the Clients’ YouTube Channel, a report on the just-held 
BSI weekend in New York City, and the presentation of a gift from New 
York Sherlockian Ira Matetsky, which was a letter from Frederic Dannay 
(better known as half of Ellery Queen) replying to a letter from our teenaged 
Jerry Williamson. This letter now resides in the Clients’ archives. Andy and 
Shelly Gage received the “Study in Service” award for their work on the Cli-
ents’ history video recording. Traditional toasts were offered throughout the 
night, Mike Schaefer offered another one of his popular picture quizzes, we 
auctioned off a rare copy of the Clients’ Case-Notes, and Ann Lewis led us 
in song.  

Dinner Meeting, February 26 — The University Club — The Sign of 
Four: In February we gathered at the University Club for a meeting devoted 
to The Sign of Four. We had around 30 in-person attendees and 7 Zoom 
members in the house. It was here that we announced our decision to as-
semble and publish our new book, The Illustrious Clients’ Third Case-Notes, 
with Andy and Shelly Gage as editors. Sherlockian “Show and Tell” fol-
lowed, and toasts were offered by Louise Haskett, Alan Schmetzer, Mark 
Walters, Pat Ward, and Steve Doyle. Steve Doyle then offered the next in-
stallment in our Sherlockian History Series Paper with history of Vincent 
Starrett and his landmark book The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes. Regina 
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Stinson offered a challenging quiz, and Mike Schaefer led a discussion of 
The Sign of Four. Kara Martin closed our meeting with Vincent Starrett’s 
“221B.” 

Dinner Meeting, April 9 — Woodland Country Club — “A Scandal in 
Bohemia”: We gathered at Woodland Country Club to delve into “A Scan-
dal in Bohemia.” One highlight came early when we again got to officially 
welcome a new member, this time Rudy Altergott, whose home scion is 
Hugo’s Companions in Chicago. We followed this with announcements and 
“Sherlockian Show and Tell,” and then canonical toasts were delivered. We 
saw toasts to Irene Adler, the King of Bohemia, Godfrey Norton, and Mrs. 
Turner, whoever she is! We then, as a club, voted on one of the vexing issues 
of our featured story … the proper pronunciation of the name “Irene.” (The 
majority voted for eye-reen)! Andy and Shelly administered a quiz in cross-
word puzzle form, with Cal Wilson emerging as the winner. Ann Lewis 
spoke on the true nature of the relationship between Sherlock Holmes and 
Irene Adler, concluding that it was “nothing akin to love,” just as Dr. Wat-
son stated. Ann was then interviewed on her Sherlockian life, offering an 
opportunity for all of us to get to know one of our favorite members better. 
Regina Stinson then read her poem, “A Scandal in Disguise,” followed by a 
lively story discussion let by Larry VanArendonk. His wife Nancy closed out 
the night with “221B.” 

Sherlockian Auction Meeting, May 14 — American Legion, Zionsville, 
Indiana: “He Has the Collection Mania in its Most Acute Form.” This is 
Sherlock Holmes’s own evaluation of Baron Gruner from our namesake story. 
And this same statement could have been applied to us at our Sherlockian 
Auction! Every few years our membership donates items to our auction and 
this year we had a very large range of goods … shot glass display shelves, 
pipe rack cabinets, books, board games, a statue of the detective, more 
books, a Sherlock Deadpool Funko Pop, DVDs, and countless books. In 
fact, we had so much stuff that we couldn’t even sell it all! Doors opened at 
noon with the first item going on the block at 12:30. Steve Doyle acted as 
auctioneer, and true bargains were had. The goal was to raise money for the 
printing of the new Case-Notes book, and we more than met that goal. By 
the end of the day we had realized more than $1,600. 

Sherlockian Film Meeting, June 25 — American Legion, Zionsville, In-
diana: It was on June 25 that 37 Illustrious Clients gathered for an afternoon 
of Sherlockian cinema. The first offering was from the 1989 television series 
Alfred Hitchcock Presents, entitled “My Dear Watson,” starring Brian Bed-
ford starred as Sherlock Holmes with Patrick Ponckton as Dr. Watson. Cal 
Wilson commented in the newsletter that “Something in this caper stinks, 
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and I don’t mean the sewer gases.” The second feature of the day was an 
episode from 1970s-era television series The Rivals of Sherlock Holmes, 
entitled “The Missing Witness Sensation.” It first aired in 1971 and starred 
Robert Stephens as the blind detective Max Carrados. The main feature of 
the day was the rather wonderful 1983 adaptation of The Sign of Four star-
ring Ian Richardson. Following this film, many of our members stayed for a 
barbeque buffet dinner to round out the event. There was one other event as 
well … a door prize drawing with the price being 100 back issues of the 
Baker Street Journal! This magnificent prize was won by Don Curtis II. 

Illustrious Clients Field Trip / “Sherlock Holmes in 221 Objects” — 
Bloomington, Indiana, The Lilly Library, Indiana University and The Irish 
Lion: Fate placed in our hands an absolutely tremendous event for this past 
year’s annual Illustrious Clients Field Trip, a journey south on August 6 to 
Bloomington, Indiana for the “Sherlock Holmes in 221 Objects” exhibition 
that was held at the Lilly Library at Indiana University. This was a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to view some of the rarest items of Sherlockiana in 
the world, exhibited in a manner that told the history of Sherlock Holmes 
from his first appearance through to The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes. The 
exhibition was from the personal collection of Glen Miranker, who was on 
hand that day to discuss the exhibition. It was on August 6 that the Lilly 
held a Midwestern Scion Societies Open House, with direct outreach to all 
the scion societies in the Midwest. Sherlockians came from far and wide, 
from nine states and at least one foreign country … India! 

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. was the window to view the exhibition. 
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. featured a talk and Q&A session by Glen  

Miranker. 
2:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. was more open gallery viewing. 

Following this, 50 Sherlockians regrouped at one of our favorite locations, 
The Irish Lion, for a joint meeting of The Illustrious Clients of Indianapolis 
and our sister scion The Tankerville Club of Cincinnati. Our club presented 
Erika Dowell, Lilly Library Associate Director, with a check from the Clients 
for $221 as thanks for our special day to view the exhibition. There was an 
early dinner, and while there was no formal meeting, we opened the floor to 
the group for an amazing round of Sherlockian Show-and-Tell. It was an 
incredible thing to be in the room with such devoted and enthusiastic Sher-
lockians from around the midwest … an event not soon forgotten or topped. 
It finally ended with Marc Lehmann’s splendid recitation of “221B” from 
memory. 

Dinner Meeting, September 17 — Ulen Country Club, “The Red-
Headed League”: This meeting was led by our vice-president, Mike 
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Schaefer. We celebrated distinguished in-person attendees Erika Dowell of 
the Lilly Library and Glen Miranker, whose collection comprised the exhi-
bition we enjoyed down in Bloomington. We also again had the pleasure of 
welcoming new members to the group …this time David and Kim Reynolds. 
Mike Schaefer gave an appropriate tribute to the just-departed Queen Eliz-
abeth II. Toasts to Peter Jones, Mr. Merryweather, and John Clay followed, 
and then finally Don Curtis Sr. toasted his BSI Investiture namesake, Jabez 
Wilson. Louise Haskett administered a quiz on “The Red-headed League,” 
and Shelly Gage, Mark Lehman, and Larry VanArendonk took home prizes. 
Mark Walters then gave a presentation that suggested the involvement of 
Professor Moriarty in the events of “The Red-headed League.” He then led 
a spirited discussion of the story. Ultimately, the meeting was drawn to a 
conclusion with Cal Wilson’s reading of “221B.” 

Dinner Meeting, November 5 — University Club — “A Case of Identity”: 
The night started as always with announcements, and Sherlockian Show-
and-Tell, highlighted by Mark Walters sharing a remarkable piece of history 
not only for the club, but for Steve Doyle as well. Mark located a program 
for the first Sherlockian conference put on by John Bennett Shaw in July of 
1977 at the University of Notre Dame. A 16-year-old Steve Doyle was at 
that event. Toasts to James Windibank and his alter ego Hosmer Angel fol-
lowed, as well as toasts to the Persian poet Hafiz, and a final toast to Mary 
Sutherland. Louise Haskett again conducted our quiz, and Cindy Baker 
came in first, with Mike Schaefer, Fabienne Courouge, and Shelly Gage 
tying for second place. We then went through the exercise known as “Would 
you Date your Step-Father?” Sadly, it seems most of the Clients would date 
their own stepfather, making the premise solid (and rather uncomfortable). 
At the end of the night, Andy Gage took us out with a reading of “221B.” 

Holiday Meeting, December 10 — Broadmoor Country Club — “The 
Blue Carbuncle”: Our December Holiday celebration found us at Broadmoor 
Country Club. We celebrated the attendance of four visitors at the festivities, 
and then dove into announcements. The first was that our long-time news-
letter editor Alisa West was stepping down after many years, and that Shelly 
Gage was stepping up to take on the editor’s role. Other announcements 
followed, and then we were on to the toasts, which stretched throughout the 
dinner. Andy Gage gave a toast to the goose. Steve Doyle offered a toast to 
the hero of the story, James Ryder. Commissionaire Peterson was toasted by 
Ann Lewis. Breckinridge received praise from Regina Stinson, and Louise 
Haskett raised her glass to Henry Baker. Lib Thompson offered a toast to 
Mr. Windigate of the Alpha Inn, and the unfortunate Jack Horner received 
his pardon from Pat Ward. Finally, Mary Ann Bradley toasted the Blue 
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Carbuncle itself. Prizes were awarded. Joyce Mallet won split-the-pot, and 
Mike McSwiggin went home with a Christmas goose! Shelly and Andy 
Gage then administered another crossword puzzle quiz, and Regina Stinson 
came in first place. Before the story discussion, Ann Lewis led us in singing 
a number of Christmas Carbuncle Carols originally penned by our late friend, 
Meredith Granger. Mike Schaefer then led the story discussion, and the 
meeting was then closed out by Mel Hoffman reading Vincent Starrett’s 
“221B.” 

For more information, please visit our Facebook page: www.facebook.com 
/IllustriousClients. 

The 140 Varieties of Tobacco Ash — Steven T. Doyle 

August 13, 2022 Annual Dinner 

The annual meeting of The 140 Varieties or Tobacco Ash was held on 
Saturday, August 13, 2022, with all the rites and rituals of the evening ob-
served. We met in happy conclave, beginning with our custom-banded 140 
cigars, at Havana cigar bar for pre-dinner cigars and cocktails. We then re-
tired next door to the private meeting room in the 1933 Lounge, where we 
welcomed Mary Ann Bradley into the fold. It was a grand affair. 

IOWA 
The Sign of the Four Cities (Quad Cities on the Mississippi River, Iowa, and  

Illinois) — Susan Perry 

January 10, 2022 Sherlock birthday toasts with Sherlock Holmes cut out cookies. 
Watched How Sherlock Changed the World movie 

February 7, 2022 “The Five Orange Pips,” “Medical and Forensic Science in the Sherlock 
Holmes Stories,” and “Sherlock Holmes’s Paraphernalia,” from The 
Mysterious World of Sherlock Holmes by Bruce Wexler 

March 7, 2022 “A Case of Identity” and “The Persecution of George Edalji,” from The 
Real World Of Sherlock Holmes: the True Crimes Investigated by 
Arthur Conan Doyle by Peter Costello 

April 4, 2022 “The Red-Headed League,” and The Case of Oscar Slater from The 
Real World of Sherlock Holmes: the True Crimes Investigated by  
Arthur Conan Doyle by Peter Costello and The Dates in the Red-
Headed League by Dorothy L. Sayers  

May 2, 2022 “The Dying Detective” 
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June 6, 2022 “The Blue Carbuncle,” “The Errant Knight,” and “Why Miss Gilchrist 
Died,” from The Real World of Sherlock Holmes by Peter Costello; 
Conan Doyle Speculates on Jack the Ripper summary by member,  
Michael Dyer 

July 11, 2022  “The Yellow Face” 

September 12, 2022 The Valley of Fear Part 1 and Chapter 16: Into the Valley of Fear: Crime 
in America from The Real World of Sherlock Holmes by Peter Costello 
and The Other Boarder by James Keddie from Baker Street By-Ways by 
James Edward Holroyd 

October 3, 2022 The Valley of Fear Part 2 

November 7, 2022 “The Greek Interpreter” 

December 5, 2022 “The Copper Beeches” 

On the first Monday night of each month The Sign of the Four Cities 
continued with our discussions of the Canon. We are reading the stories in 
Baring-Gould’s order of the chronology of Sherlock Holmes’s life. We also 
enjoyed the appropriate toast matching each story from Raise Your Glass to 
Sherlock Holmes by Phil Angelo. From January through March and October 
through December we met at the Bettendorf Public Library, masked. From 
April through September we enjoyed our discussions in Susan Perry’s back 
yard, where cookies were always served. 

For January’s meeting, we had sugar cookies in the shapes of Sherlock’s 
profile, a magnifying glass, his deerstalker hat, and his pipe. We toasted 
Sherlock’s January 6 birthday. We also enjoyed the movie, How Sherlock 
Changed the World. Many months, while discussing the Canon, one of our 
members, Michael Dyer, also provided us with handouts to read and discuss. 
We always enjoyed the true crimes investigated by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
and how much forensic science has learned from Sherlock Holmes. 

We are always looking for new members, so if interested, send an email 
to Susan Perry at sgoody162@aol.com. 

The Iowa Valley of Fear (Marshalltown) — PJ Colbert 

May 18, 2022 Spring meeting 

October 21, 2022 Autumn meeting 

The Iowa Valley of Fear had its first meeting at Marshalltown Commu-
nity College in 1992. With a brief hiatus during Covid, we have met twice a 
year. The May 18 meeting at Elmwood Country Club marked our 30th an-
niversary. Retired faculty member and IVF member Kevin Cartier shared 
his experiences with “Dear Holmes,” an interactive game set in Doyle’s 
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London. PJ Colbert prepared the quiz over “A Scandal in Bohemia,” along 
with 1992 and club trivia. Our fall meeting was held October 21 at 
Elmwood Country Club. IVF members Robert and Linda Moore presented 
a Readers’ Theatre Karaoke, with all attendees performing parts. PJ Colbert 
wrote the quiz over “The Red-Headed League.” Trivia and toasts wrapped 
up the evening.  

For additional information, please email P.J.Colbert@iavalley.edu. 

The Younger Stamfords (Iowa City) — David Harnois 

The Younger Stamfords was founded by Dr. Richard (Dick) Caplan, 
MD, BSI, in 1988, and is currently headed by Monica Schmidt, ASH, BSI. 
Unfortunately, 2022 yielded no meetings, as many of our members were still 
hesitant to meet in person. Hopefully in 2023 Monica and David Harnois 
will be able to get at least one meeting under the group’s belt. While the 
group didn’t meet, that didn’t mean the members were sitting idly by. Mon-
ica and David attended the 2023 BSI Weekend in New York, where David 
was invested in the BSI as “James Boswell.”  

For more information you can visit the group’s website http://www. 
icsherlock.org, or contact Monica at YoungerStamfords@gmail.com. 

Theatre-Goers Homeward Bound — Monica Schmidt 

Various Saturdays Many Sherlockian movies and television shows 

Movie screenings were held on Zoom on various Saturday afternoons 
throughout early 2022. Sherlockians from 7 different countries and 12 dif-
ferent time zones attended. The group went into a temporary hiatus starting 
in late spring 2022 while facilitator Monica Schmidt worked tirelessly on 
landscaping projects, playing cricket, and attending Sherlockian events.  

For more information, please email Monica at either Sweeper887@ 
gmail.com or YoungerStamfords@gmail.com. 

MARYLAND 
Watson’s Tin Box (Ellicott City) — Stephanie Klein 

January 31, 2022 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

February 28, 2022 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

March 28, 2022 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

April 25, 2022 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 
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May 23, 2022 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

June 26, 2022 The Mycroft 

July 25, 2022 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

August 29, 2022 Scintillation of Scions XIV #SOSatHome 

September 19, 2022 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

October 31, 2022 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

November 21, 2022 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

December 26, 2022 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

In 2022, Watson’s Tin Box continued to meet virtually via Zoom. We 
returned to our tradition of having a single Gasogene as opposed to the re-
volving Gasogene-of-the-Month model we had in 2021. Stephanie Klein 
(Tin Boxer since 2015) became Gasogene XXXII. 

The Mycroft: In 2022, Tin Boxers celebrated the first in-person event 
since the start of the pandemic! The Mycroft is typically held in January but 
was postponed to June in 2022. We maintained our tradition of hosting the 
Killer Quiz, a 60-question themed quiz that covers every story in the canon. 
Our returning Torquemadas (quiz masters) Kim Ord and Karen Wilson 
developed this year’s Mycroft. 

In 2023, we look forward to much more well-mannered Sherlockian fri-
volity. See you in the new year! 

Sherlockians of Baltimore — Greg D. Ruby 

February 12, 2022 Discussion of “Wisteria Lodge” and The Sitting Room at 221B  
Reading 

April 2, 2022 Discussion of “The Red Circle” and The Penang Lawyer 

May 21, 2022 Discussion of “The Dying Detective” and There’s Something (more to 
be said) about Mary and That SOB Elementary Talk and the virtual 
2022 Silver Blaze (Southern Division) 

November 19, 2022 Discussion of “The Engineer’s Thumb” 

The Sherlockians of Baltimore were founded in 2016 and meet on an ir-
regular quarterly basis. In 2022, we alternated between virtual and in-person 
meetings. 

Our February 12 meeting was a virtual gathering and featured Edith 
Pounden leading a discussion regarding the Adventure of Wisteria Lodge. 
Denny Dobry also presented on his re-creation of Holmes’s Sitting Room at 
221b Reading. 
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The SOBs then met face-to-face on April 2 with a discussion of “The 
Red Circle” and Denny Dobry presenting “What is a Penang Lawyer.” 

The SOBs celebrated their sixth anniversary with a gala virtual celebration 
on May 21 that featured a discussion regarding “The Dying Detective” and 
two presentations. First, Ray Betzner presented “There’s Something (More to 
be Said) about Mary” regarding the Sign of the Four while James C. O’Leary 
regaled attendees with “That SOB Elementary Talk.” Since that day was 
also the 147th running of the Preakness Stakes, that race also doubled as the 
36th running of the Silver Blaze (Southern Division), which was won by 
Early Voting, ridden by jockey Jose Ortiz. 

The SOBs were proud to be one of the three sponsoring scions for the 
Saturday with Sherlock Holmes at the Enoch Pratt Free Library on Saturday, 
November 5. This year’s program was the 43rd annual program to be held.  

The in-person meeting on November 19 featured a story discussion on 
“The Engineer’s Thumb.” 

Folks who lead story discussions or present programs to the SOBs are el-
igible to become Certified SOBs with an investiture based on Baltimore or 
Maryland themes. Congratulations to our 2022 investitures: 

Edith Pounden — The Wye Oak 
Ray Betzner — The Shot Tower 
James O’Leary — Fell’s Point Cove 
You can stay in touch with the Sherlockians of Baltimore at our website 

(https://www.sherlockbaltimore.com), on Facebook (www.facebook.com/ 
SherlockiansBaltimore) or on Twitter (@SherlockBMore) or by joining our 
email list by sending an email to SherlockiansOfBaltimore@gmail.com. 

Six Napoleons of Baltimore — Andy Solberg 

March 14, 2022 Story: Part 1 of A Study in Scarlet. Presentation: “The Six Napoleons 
(In Verse)” by Andy Solberg 

May 2, 2022 Vigil at Edgar Allan Poe’s Gravesites 

June 13, 2022 Story: “The Gloria Scott.” Presentation: “Oh, What an Ass I Have 
Been” by Andy Solberg 

September 12, 2022 Story: “The Musgrave Ritual.” Presentation: “Pipes Are Occasionally 
of Extraordinary Interest” by Henry J. Wegrocki 

November 5, 2022 The 43rd Enoch Pratt Library Saturday with Sherlock Holmes 

December 12, 2022 Story: “The Speckled Band.” Presentation: “How to Observe Like 
Sherlock Holmes” by Bob Stek 
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The Six Napoleons of Baltimore (in Maryland) was founded in 1946 and 
has been meeting for dinner quarterly ever since to discuss the Canon and 
enjoy good company. Everyone is invited and welcome. Since Napoleons 
include seasoned Sherlockians and ones reading the stories for the first time, 
no need to feel intimidated. While there is the “story of the evening,” 
presentations cover the stories, the world of Sherlock Holmes, and interesting 
related research. Email Andy Solberg at als221@gmail.com for more infor-
mation or to join our email list for announcements, or visit our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/groups/2132592560358582.  

2022 was a busy year for the Napoleons. In addition to our four delightful, 
relaxing, and informative dinners, we also had a vigil at Edgar Allen Poe’s 
gravesite and a tour of the adjacent cemetery and “catacombs.” As we have 
done since Napoleon Phil Sherman started it 43 years ago, the Napoleons co-
sponsored the Enoch Pratt Library’s (Baltimore’s public library’s) Saturday 
with Sherlock Holmes, with several Napoleons speaking. Thanks to Carla 
Coupe for organizing the 2022 event. Meetings for 2023 will be held on 
March 13, June 12, September 11, and December 11. Come join us! 

The Denizens of the Bar of Gold — John Knud-Hansen 

May 7, 2022 Spring meeting: “The Solitary Cyclist” 

October 29, 2022 Autumn meeting: “The Copper Beeches” 

About 40 Denizens met at the Cambridge Yacht Club at 6:00 p.m. for a 
cash bar and dinner was served at 6:35. Our Rascally Lascar Art Renkwitz 
(BSI “The Bar of Gold”) made welcoming comments and raised a toast to 
“The Master.” The quiz for the meeting had beginner and expert versions, 
one by Gordon Vincent and the other by Carol Vincent, and these were 
available from the beginning until near the end of the meeting. Karen Madi-
son received her certificate as a Denizen. Brad Harper presented a PowerPoint 
about his upcoming book, and Alice Zalik’s pillow for “The Solitary Cyclist” 
was available for inspection and raffle tickets were available throughout din-
ner. Gary Miller read “The Beggar” by William C. Thomas. Greg Ruby, 
numismatist extraordinaire and BSI, gave the presentation for the evening: 
“In for a Penny, in for a Pound,” an explanation of British money as Holmes 
would have known it. Gordon and Carol Vincent gave the answers to the 
quizzes and the winners were Chere Harper and Tess Elking. Monica 
Schmidt, BSI, read “A Long Evening with Holmes” by William Schweickert, 
BSI. The night ended with Vincent Starrett reciting “221B” by the magic of 
electronics. 
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About 35 Denizens gathered at the Cambridge Yacht Club for a cash bar 
starting at 6:00 p.m. and dinner was served at 6:35. Art Renkwitz, BSI, wel-
comed the Denizens and showed Alice Zalik’s pillow designed for the story 
of the evening with raffle tickets available at every table. There were quizzes 
for beginner and expert levels based on the story for the evening and were 
available throughout the night. Denny Dobry, BSI, gave the presentation for 
the evening: “The Penang Lawyer in the Movies,” which was a humorous 
look at canes on film and what a true Penang lawyer looks like. Stephen 
Oppenheimer read “The Beggar.” The winners of that evening’s quiz were 
Mark Johann and Karen Madison. The evening closed with John Knud-
Hansen, BSI, reciting “A Long Evening with Holmes” and Vincent Starrett 
reading 221B via electronic marvels. The Spring Meeting will be on April 
22, 2023, and the story will be “The Resident Patient.” 

For more information about the Denizens, please visit our website 
http://www.homeroomd140.com/denizens.html. 

A Scintillation of Scions XV — Karen Wilson 

August 20, 2022 A Scintillation of Scions XV: SOS @ Home 

A Scintillation of Scions XV took place on August 20, 2022, and was, 
once again, an “@Home” edition offered over Zoom. Our virtual attendees 
enjoyed seven scintillating presentations from eight Sherlockians (one talk 
being co-presented), among whom were several first-time SOS speakers. 
Karen Wilson and Steve Mason helmed the event, sponsored as ever by 
Watson’s Tin Box of Ellicott City.  

Christopher Zordan got things started by “Reexamining the Location of 
San Pedro,” which he very persuasively theorized is probably not where most 
of us assume. After a poem by Rich Krisciunas, Sherlockian author Bonnie 
MacBird graciously submitted to an interview about her Sherlock Holmes 
Adventure Series and its (then upcoming) latest entry, the holiday-themed 
What Child is This? The baton was then passed to Ira Matetsky, who enlight-
ened us on the subject of “Sherlock Holmes and His American Publishers.”  

After a brief hiatus, our second round of talks began with Scintillation 
debutante Madeline Quiñones’ original scholarship regarding the age of the 
Great Detective, her thesis summarized in the title of her offering, “Young(er) 
Sherlock Holmes.” Next, it was back to Wisteria Lodge for a Doylean talk 
by Heather Holloway and Crystal Noll provocatively entitled “Cognitive 
Dissonance or Hypocrisy: Arthur Conan Doyle’s Representation of Voodoo 
in WIST.” Rob Nunn followed with “To Form the Amalgam,” in which he 
entertainingly proposed one Canonical villain as the model for all who came 
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after. Finally, Joshua Harvey’s “The Other Doctor: In Pursuit of Another 
Holmesian Forerunner” gave us a look at an eminent Victorian medico and 
Sherlockian type with a familiar (to Granada fans) family name. 

As always, our presenters outdid themselves in terms of variety and orig-
inality. While it is our hope to return to an in-person event in 2023, we are 
delighted that, whatever the format, A Scintillation of Scions continues to 
showcase the best the Sherlockian world has to offer. 

A Saturday with Sherlock Holmes at the Pratt Library —  
Carla Kaessinger Coupe 

November 5, 2022 The 43rd Saturday with Sherlock Holmes 

The 43rd A Saturday with Sherlock Holmes at the Enoch Pratt Free  
Library was held on Saturday, November 5. This year’s theme was “I’m a 
believer in the genius loci,” the Most Curious Places in Canon. The program 
was available both in person and live-streamed at the Pratt Library’s YouTube 
channel. 

We traveled the globe from London to Dartmoor to Australia courtesy of 
our eight erudite speakers including Dan Andriacco, Brent Morris, Alan Rettig, 
Andy Solberg, Lynne Stephens, Art Taylor, Dan Thomas, and Karen Wilson. 

A Saturday with Sherlock Holmes is sponsored by the Six Napoleons of 
Baltimore, the Sherlockians of Baltimore, and Watson’s Tin Box of Ellicott 
City. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
The Speckled Band of Boston — George Schwartz 

The Speckled Band of Boston did not meet in 2022 due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. It is our most sincere hope to resume in-person meetings in 2023.  

The Friends of Irene Adler (Boston) — George Schwartz 

The Friends of Irene Adler also did not meet in 2022 due to the Covid-
19 pandemic. It is our hope to resume in-person meetings in 2023.  

MICHIGAN 
The Ribston-Pippins — Regina Stinson 

March 19, 2022 “The Five Orange Pips” 

May 28, 2022 “A Case of Identity” 



SHERLOCK IN THE U.S.A. 2022 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   88 

July 16, 2022 “The Red-Headed League” 

September 10, 2022 Field Trip 

November 19, 2022 34th Anniversary Meeting 

The Ribston-Pippins was founded in 1988 by Regina Stinson, who con-
tinues to serve as Gasogene. Meetings usually occur on the second or third 
Saturday every other month. This year the scion did not meet in January due 
to the passing of Regina’s husband, Sam. Our March meeting took place in 
a new venue for us, the Royal Oak American Legion. 

March, May, and July were regular meetings. In September we had a 
field trip to the Detroit Historical Museum for a scavenger hunt and lunch 
afterwards. 

We had some wonderful speakers this year: Rich Krisciunas, Steve Doyle, 
Beverly Sobolewski, and Dan Andriacco. November marked our 34th anni-
versary, which we always celebrate with a special dinner. This year’s dinner 
was held at Simple Palate in Warren, MI. 

For more information, please contact Regina Stinson at pippinviolet@ 
gmail.com. 

The Amateur Mendicant Society of Detroit — Robert Musial 

April 23, 2022 Dinner and discussion of A Study in Scarlet 

August 15, 2022 Dinner and discussion of The Sign of Four 

The Amateur Mendicant Society of Detroit was founded in 1946 and 
has been meeting regularly — and irregularly — since then. The meetings 
include dinner and toasts, followed by a discussion of the assigned story. 
After a scholarly presentation is made, there is a drawing for Sherlockian 
door prizes. Finally, the group sings “God Save The Queen” and a member 
reads the poem “221B” to close the meeting. 

On April 23, 2022, the society met at its home base, the British Com-
monwealth Club of Detroit, welcoming 35 members and guests to a buffet 
dinner and a dessert cake emblazoned with artwork of the door to 221-B 
Baker Street. After the usual toasts plus one by the group’s new tidewaiter 
Chris Jeryan in memory of the late member Jerry Alvin, society commissionaire 
Chris Music led a short talk on A Study in Scarlet. Following that, author, 
playwright, and society member David MacGregor served up a scholarly yet 
entertaining paper detailing “The 3½ Definitive Sherlock Holmes’s: The 
Evolution of Popular Culture’s Greatest Hero,” working back from Benedict 
Cumberbatch to Jeremy Brett to Basil Rathbone to William Gillette. Member 
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Christine DelGreco next drew the names for that evening’s door prizes, which 
were won by Michael Ellis, Anne Musial, Sherry and Bob Jurva, Chris Pilot, 
and Michael Locke. The meeting closed with the singing of “God Save the 
Queen” and member Rob Musial read the traditional sign-off, Vincent Star-
rett’s classic poem, “221B.” 

Five months later, the 76th anniversary dinner of the AMS was held on 
October 1, 2022, once again at the Commonwealth Club, with 32 members 
and guests in attendance. The traditional toasts were offered to The Woman, 
Mrs. Hudson, Mycroft Holmes, and Watson’s Second Wife, with society 
gasogene John Kramb adding a toast to the Red-Headed League, in 
memory of longtime member Jerry Alvin. Kramb also recognized two AMS 
members who also belong to the Baker Street Irregulars, Chris Music and 
Regina Stinson, the founder of the Ribston-Pippins, a suburban Detroit 
scion. The buffet dinner concluded with slices of a special dessert cake bearing 
“The Sign of Four,” followed by a discussion of that assigned story by member 
Rob Musial. Next was a presentation by member Glenn Walters on “AKA 
— The Aliases of The Canon,” enhanced by members choosing aliases from 
the stories and a quiz. 

After Kramb announced that the next AMS meeting would likely be in 
March 2023, door prizes drawn by Christine Del Greco were won by Chris 
Dale, Craig Garant, and Glenn Walters. Finally, the crowd stood to sing 
“God Save the Queen” and member Chris Jeryan read “221B” to conclude 
the meeting. 

Stay in touch with The Amateur Mendicant Society of Detroit through 
its website at http://amateurmendicantsociety.org. 

MINNESOTA 
The Norwegian Explorers — Tom Gottwalt 

January 15, 2022 Zoom Study Group: “Black Peter” 

January 30, 2022 Baker Street West — Gathering to hear from those attending NYC 
weekend 

February 19, 2022 Zoom Study Group: “The Blanched Soldier” 

March 19, 2022 Zoom Study Group: “The Blue Carbuncle” 

April 16, 2022 Zoom Study Group: “The Boscombe Valley Mystery” 

May 21, 2022 Zoom Study Group: “The Bruce-Partington Plans” 

May 22, 2022 Obtained Beacon Society’s Exhibit Kit for local library’s Holmes-based 
summer reading program 
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June 18, 2022 Zoom Study Group: Non-Canonical Detour — “The Amateur 
Cracksman” (Adventures of Raffles) 

July 22, 2022 Twin Cities Antiquarian and Rare Book Fair — many Explorers attended 

July 24, 2022 “Holmes and Watson” at the Park Square Theatre with post-play cast Q 
and A and post-play reception 

September 17, 2022 Zoom Study Group: “The Cardboard Box” 

September 22, 2022 Bouchercon in Twin Cities — many Explorers attended 

October 15, 2022 Zoom Study Group: “Charles Augustus Milverton” 

October 22, 2022 Co-hosted International Exhibition of Sherlock Holmes opening week-
end conference 

November 19, 2022 Zoom Study Group: “The Copper Beeches” 

December 1, 2022 Annual Dinner and Business Meeting (featuring Glen Miranker) 

December 17, 2022 Zoom Study Group: “The Creeping Man” 

Our organization was founded in 1948 by five University of Minnesota 
professors, most of whom were of Norwegian or Scandinavian ethnic heritage. 
Hence our name.  

We have a strong history and legacy of publishing a great deal of Sherlock-
ian materials and items of interest. Our Christmas Annual consistently has 
great contributions from a variety of individuals and in a variety of formats. 
This year was no exception and copies were distributed to attendees at our 
December Annual Dinner and to guests at certain of the New York City 
events in January. This year we published an additional special booklet cele-
brating the writings of long-time member Ruth Berman entitled “Sherlock 
Holmes in Oz” and Others: The Sherlockian Writings of Ruth Berman. 

Several Norwegian Explorers also edited and/or contributed to other pub-
lications throughout the year.  

In addition to our monthly Notices of Study Group meetings and other 
upcoming events, we also publish our more formal newsletter, Explorations, 
about three or four times a year. 

Our affiliated vocal-acting troupe, The Red-Throated League, performs 
vintage Holmes radio scripts once or twice a year, complete with music and 
sound effects. 

We typically organize groups to attend local Sherlock Holmes or other 
mystery themed plays, movies, etc.  

Visit our website at www.norwegianexplorers.org to learn more about 
our organization and to join. Annual dues are only $25 per family.  

President: Tom Gottwalt (tomgottwalt@gmail.com). 
Secretary and Treasurer: Phil Bergem (pgbergem@gmail.com). 
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MISSOURI 
The Parallel Case of St. Louis — Rob Nunn 

January 8, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Second Stain” 

March 19, 2022 Zoom discussion of The Valley of Fear 

May 14, 2022 In-person discussion of “Wisteria Lodge” 

June 5, 2022 Victorian Picnic 

July 9, 2022 In-person discussion of “The Red Circle” 

September 10, 2022 In-person discussion of “The Bruce-Partington Plans” 

October 15, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Dying Detective” 

November 12, 2022 In-person discussion of “The Disappearance of Lady Frances Carfax” 

December 10, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Devil’s Foot” 

The Parallel Case of St. Louis was founded by Joe Eckrich in 1988. We 
meet on the second Saturday of every other month to discuss a story, share 
news, discuss Sherlockiana, and host giveaways. The format is similar to a 
book club that encourages everyone to share their thoughts on that month’s 
story. 

2022 started out with us continuing to meet via Zoom. By the spring, we 
were comfortable enough to meet in person again. It was great to be back 
with one another and enjoy all of the friendly conversations that we had 
missed out on over the past few years.  

But we had made so many friends across the country and the world that 
although The Parallel Case of St. Louis will meet mostly in-person, we will 
still hold three Zoom meetings throughout the year to stay in touch with our 
friends from out of town. So even if a meeting in St. Louis isn’t convenient, 
you can join us all the same at our winter, spring, and fall Zoom meetings! 

A schedule of all of The Parallel Case of St. Louis’s meetings can be 
found on our website (https://parallelcasestl.wixsite.com/home) and you can 
get detailed information about upcoming meetings on our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/parallelcasestl).  

The Parallel Case of St. Louis continues to post some wonderful scholar-
ship by our members on our blog, The Parallelogram (http://parallelogramstl. 
blogspot.com/). Like many things in the Sherlockian world, its schedule can 
be irregular, but they are worth checking out nonetheless!  

January: “Katham” by William Cochran 
February: “Ode to Mrs. Hudson” by Heather Hinson 
June: “The Adventure of the Queen’s Jubilee” by Kristen Mertz 
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December: “The Historical Context of ‘His Last Bow’” by Adam Presswood 
2023 will be a big year for The Parallel Case of St. Louis, as we host an-

other Holmes in the Heartland conference. During July 28-30, 2023, scores 
of Sherlockians will enjoy a weekend in St. Louis full of socialization, location 
visits, vendors, meals, and speakers. Scheduled to speak on the theme of “Arch 
Enemies” are Raymond Betzner, Cindy Brown, Steven Doyle, Beth Gallego, 
Mike McSwiggin, Kristin Mertz, Monica Schmidt, and the St. Louis Cos-
tumers Guild. Brad Keefauver and Steve Mason will bring their entertaining 
Alpha Inn Goose Club Trivia to that weekend’s dinner banquet as well. You 
can find more information about Holmes in the Heartland at https://parallel 
casestl.wixsite.com/home/holmes-in-the-heartland. If you would like to join 
our mailing list or have any questions about The Parallel Case of St. Louis, 
please email us at parallelcasestl@gmail.com.  

The Harpooners of the Sea Unicorn — J. Andrew Basford 

January 21, 2022 Zoom discussion of “Charles Augustus Milverton”, The Valley of Fear, 
“The Blanched Soldier,” and “The Abbey Grange” 

February 18, 2022 (Mycroft’s Birth Month): Zoom discussion of “The Greek Interpret-
er,” “The Final Problem,” “The Empty House,” and “The Bruce-
Partington Plans” (and “The Beryl Coronet” because Watson says it 
happened in February) 

March 18, 2022 Zoom discussion of A Study in Scarlet, “The Devil’s Foot,” and “Wiste-
ria Lodge” 

April 15, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Empty House,” “The Final Problem,” The 
Three Students,” “The Reigate Squires,” and “The Speckled Band” 

May 20, 2022 Zoom discussion of “Shoscombe Old Place,” “The Priory School,” A 
Scandal in Bohemia,” and “The Three Gables” 

June 17, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Three Garridebs,” “The Stockbroker’s 
Clerk,” and “Boscombe Valley Mystery” 

July 15, 2022 Zoom discussion of “Black Peter,” “The Lion’s Mane,” “The Dancing 
Men,” and “The Naval Treaty” 

August 19, 2022 Zoom discussion of “His Last Bow,” “The Norwood Builder” and 
“The Cardboard Box” 

September 23, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Red Circle,” “The Creeping Man,” “The 
Engineer’s Thumb,” The Hound of the Baskervilles, and “Silver Blaze” 

October 21, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Problem of Thor Bridge,” “The Musgrave 
Ritual” “The Second Stain,” and “The Red-Headed League” 

November 18, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Golden Pince-Nez,” “The Dying Detective,” 
“The Sussex Vampire,” and “The Bruce-Partington Plans” 
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December 16, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Missing Three-Quarter,” “The Beryl 
Coronet,” and “The Blue Carbuncle” (Watson said “The Missing 
Three-Quarter” and “The Beryl Coronet” happened in February 
despite what Baring-Gould or Finley Christ say) 

The Harpooners of the Sea Unicorn, the Sherlock Holmes Society of St. 
Charles, MO, was founded by Michael Bragg and company in 1989 (recog-
nized as #198 by J.B. Shaw on November 23, 1988, and recognized by Peter 
Blau as #255 on December 12, 1988). We typically meet on the third Friday 
of every month (with the exception of September when we meet on the 
fourth Friday) to share news, converse about Sherlockiana in general, and 
discuss and observe whatever story or stories we have planned for the month. 
We have gone through the Baring-Gould order, the Oxford, the Apocry-
pha, the Brett and Rathbone films, the Klinger editions, and the Doubleday 
editions.  

In 2021, we tried something new by modifying the Baring-Gould order 
so we could choose from different Canon accounts that happened in what-
ever month we were in. This posed some interesting challenges. For one, 
while most months average between 3 to 5 different accounts, some months 
have 8 to 10 accounts within them. As such, we spread it out over a two-year 
period so that each month we would feature anywhere from three accounts 
at least to five accounts at best. February is the major exception as Baring-
Gould doesn’t list any accounts in that month; so, since it is the birth month 
of Sherlock’s older brother, we devoted it to any accounts that either feature 
Mycroft Holmes (GREE and BRUC) or mention him (FINA and EMPT). 
We followed this path through 2022 where, by that time, the Sequence had 
morphed into us observing all the accounts of that month, all briefly but 
some with more focus if anybody offered a presentation. 

As other scions and societies have noted, we missed (and still do miss) 
seeing each other in person, but we get to meet with people across the country 
(sometimes across the planet) as we do these meetings via Zoom. We do hope 
to once again meet in-person, even if it is limited to a few times each year. 

You can find more information about our group, our meeting schedule, 
and reviews of our meetings through our eNewsletter The Whaling News, our 
schedule page, and our online bulletin board. 

The Whaling News (https://whalingnews.wordpress.com): Updated monthly, 
we feature a review of our previous month’s observances, discussions, and/or 
presentations called The Blow Hole; a little light entertainment in the middle 
we call The Blubber (which includes three editions of Baker Street Elementary), 
and two puzzle games called The Reigate Squares and The Cipher of Fear; a 
Harpooners’ Calendar of historical and pending events for the next month; a 
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review of the previous month’s meeting called The Fluke; a listing of what 
Canon accounts we will be observing over the next few months; and a final 
tally of publishing info and what we plan over the next couple of meetings in 
The Baleen. 

Our Schedule Page (https://harpooners.wordpress.com/schedule): A list-
ing of the Canon accounts we will be observing and when (and whether or 
not we will try for an in-person meeting!).  

Our Online Bulletin Board (https://harpooners.wordpress.com/bulletin-
board): Various news about our own organization as well as some from our 
sister societies. 

Our main site (https://harpooners.wordpress.com): Along with this, we 
also re-post various editions of Baker Street Elementary including current 
ones and those from three and six years ago (https://harpooners.wordpress. 
com/bse). 

We also maintain a presence on social media. You can follow us on Face-
book (@Harpooners.MO) and on Twitter (@Harpooners_MO). Feel free to 
join our email list (https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdNPG7x 
bTFQG_Dg1L1ArIhzNT93XyMh2bcuOmrVmTJfciUt8g/viewform) or con-
tact our Pilot Whale/Editor for more details (pcairnes26@icloud.com). 

We hope we can see you at our next meeting! 

NEBRASKA 
Omaha Sherlockian Society — Stanley Wileman Jr. 

January 15, 2022 Sherlock’s birthday meeting (scheduled). Due to weather and member 
concerns about the virus, the 7:00 p.m. dinner at Jerico’s Restaurant 
was canceled. 

February 12, 2022 Zoom meeting: We discussed the first story in The Sign of Seven. 

March 13, 2022 Zoom meeting: We covered the second and third stories in The Sign of 
Seven. 

April 9, 2022 Zoom meeting: 4th and 5th stories from The Sign of Seven. 

May 14, 2022 Hybrid meeting: 6th story from The Sign of Seven.  

June 11, 2022 Hybrid meeting: Discussed the last story in The Sign of Seven, and 
the first book in the series by Laurie R. King, The Beekeeper’s  
Apprentice: or, On the Segregation of the Queen (A Mary Russell 
Mystery, 1). Also discussed the second book in the series, “A  
Monstrous Regiment of Women.” 

July 9, 2022 Library meeting: Completed discussion of the second Mary Russell 
mystery. 
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August 13, 2022 Library meeting: A Study in Scarlet, focusing on locations mentioned 
or visited in the novel. 

September 10, 2022 Library meeting: The Sign of Four 

October 8, 2022 Library meeting: “A Scandal in Bohemia” 

October 26, 2022 The annual dinner was held at the Brazen Head Pub. Bob Bernier 
presented a talk titled “What Did Sherlock Eat?” 

November 12, 2022 Library meeting: “The Red-Headed League” 

November 20, 2022 English Tea at the Bernier’s home (pictures to appear on the web) 

December 11, 2021 Library meeting: “A Case of Identity” 

The Omaha Sherlockian Society was originally organized by Carl Wirth in 
October 2010. The group became a scion society of the BSI on October 24, 
2016. It meets on the second Saturday of each month. The earliest meetings 
were held at a local bookstore, “The BookWorm.” Later the group moved to 
a meeting room in an Omaha public library. Of course, there were still some 
“virtual” meetings this year using Zoom, since at the beginning of the year 
the library still didn’t allow meetings to be held (because of COVID-19). 

Meetings usually begin with notes of recent events of interest to Sherlocki-
ans, and presentation of various potentially interesting Sherlockian materials 
(e.g., new pastiches, reports of activities, and coming events). Then we pro-
ceed to a discussion of either a story from the Canon, or a pastiche. One of 
the questions always addressed in the early meetings of 2022 is “when will 
the library allow meetings again?”  

We now know the answer to that question. We resumed meeting in a 
meeting room at one of the Omaha public library branches in May. Normally 
we meet in the Swanson branch, but due to a scheduling mishap, we had to 
meet one month at a different branch. But we’re now back to regular meetings 
in the Swanson branch of the library. 

We have now begun a new cycle through the stories from the Canon, this 
time examining them in the order of their first publication. For each story, one 
or more members volunteer to lead the discussion. And for this cycle, we 
likely focus on something other than just an overview of the story. For ex-
ample, we might focus on the particular geographical locations mentioned in 
a story. We may also take a detour from the Canon and discuss one or more 
pastiches, assuming they are of sufficient potential interest to the group. 

The society additionally has an annual dinner meeting, usually in October, 
to celebrate its founding. One or more members make presentations at the 
dinner. 

We attempt to keep the society’s web site (http://omahasherlockian 
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society.org) updated, and visitors are welcome to peruse the material posted 
there. The hope is that it will continue to grow. And someday we may also 
have a Facebook page! 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
The Sherlock Holmes Club of the Upper Valley (Hanover) — Tom Brydges 

January 13, 2022 SH Birthday Commemoration (Zoom) 

February 22, 2022 BSI Weekend report (Zoom) 

March 29, 2022 Medieval, Victorian and Modern Murderous Methods (Zoom) 

April 19, 2022 Discussion of “The Devil’s Foot” and “The Dancing Men” (hybrid) 

April 30, 2022 Visit to Naulakha, Kipling’s Vermont home 

June 27, 2022 Luncheon — review of Conan Doyle for the Defense 

September 13, 2022 The Curious Incidence of the Telephone in the Canon (hybrid) 

November 7, 2022 Empirically Speaking — When Britain Ruled the World (Zoom) 

After two years enjoying Zoom presentations mostly by remote Sherlocki-
ans, 2022, our seventeenth year, was a year of transition for our scion toward 
hybrid and in-person meetings. 

In January we celebrated Sherlock’s birthday with a fun and relaxing Zoom 
meeting featuring toasts and imaginative contributions and discussions from 
our members — such as what you might ask Sherlock if you were dining 
with him.  

February’s meeting brought us reports on the BSI weekend — Walt 
Colby, BSI on the Dinner, and Anna Behrens, founder and leader of the 
Monadnock Sherlockians in Keene, NH on other events, including especially 
Glen Miranker’s Sherlockian exhibit at the Grolier Club. 

In March three club members who are writers of, among other things, 
mysteries — Hilary Llewellyn-Thomas, Heidi Wilson, and Genie Parrish — 
treated us to a presentation on the history of murder methods in mystery 
literature. Am I the only person who didn’t know there were many medieval 
mystery novels?  

April brought us our first foray into hybrid, using our library’s OWL 
equipment. Like most things it has advantages and disadvantages — it’s not 
the same as all sitting around a table, but it does make attendance easy for folks 
who aren’t ready for in-person or find it more convenient, including members 
who have moved, and previous remote speakers who we enjoy seeing again. 

Also in April some of us joined with members of the Keene club to visit 
Naulakha, Kipling’s Vermont home. Anna Behrens had arranged the visit 
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and a presentation by Jackson Gillman, a terrific Kipling impersonator who 
of course discussed Arthur Conan Doyle’s visit there in 1894. 

In June we were in-person for a restaurant luncheon and enjoyed member 
Ed Blanchard’s review of Conan Doyle for the Defense, his successful effort to 
seek justice for Oscar Slater. 

In September I presented “The Curious Incidence of the Telephone in 
the Canon” — curious in that the telephone appears in two of the early pub-
lished stories and then 33 years later in four of the last published.  

We finished our year in November with Mike Berdan, BSI reprising his 
informative and witty “Empirically Speaking: When Britain Ruled the World,” 
the leadoff presentation at the BSI Empire Conference last summer. 

For more information about our club, please contact Tom Brydges at 
tombrydges3@gmail.com. 

The Monadnock Sherlockians (Keene) — Anna Behrens 

January 2, 2022 Zoom reading of Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Christmas Carol 

January 7-9, 2022 Group leader Anna Behrens attended the BSI weekend in NYC 

February 19, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Bruce Partington Plans” 

March 5, 2022 Zoom readings of The Unique Hamlet and Sherlock Holmes Goes West 
play adaptations 

April 9, 2022 Zoom readings of Yes, Virginia, There is a Sherlock Holmes, and The 
Late Mr. Faversham play adaptations 

April 30, 2022 In-person gathering at the Kipling House in VT where ACD stayed 
as a guest. We hosted a living history performer Jackson Gillman as 
Rudyard Kipling discussing when ACD came to meet Kipling. 
Members of the nearby Sherlock Holmes group of the Upper Valley 
were in attendance 

May 29, 2022 In-person outdoor social gathering of Monadnock Sherlockians 

June 9. 11, 14, 15, 18, 28, 
29. 30, 2022 

In-person rehearsals of Sherlock play pastiches, and planning of Sher-
lock week activities 

July 15-24, 2022 In-person Sherlock Week activities at Keene Library co-sponsored by 
Monadnock Sherlockians for children and adults, including four radio 
play performances of Sherlock Holmes pastiches and hosting of cast 
party 

August 21, 2022 Book party for publication of the Monadnock Sherlockian Anthology, 
including writings from group members as well as other New  
England Sherlockians 

September 25, 2022 In-person Discussion of “The Dying Detective” and viewing of the 
Jeremy Brett adaptation 
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November 6, 2022 In-person discussion of “The Disappearance of Lady Frances Carfax” 
and viewing of the Jeremy Brett adaptation 

December 4, 2022 In-person holiday gathering with games, trivia, prizes, and a dramatic 
reading of Catherine Behrens’s play adaptation of “The Blue  
Carbuncle” 

The Monadnock Sherlockians, founded in 2016 in Keene, NH by Anna 
Behrens and her late husband Richard Behrens, meets monthly. We discuss 
canonical stories in order of publication. We meet at the NH home of leader 
Anna Behrens, where a PowerPoint about the story is shared via digital pro-
jector, followed by a dramatic reading of the story or a viewing of a film ad-
aptation (usually Granada Television’s Sherlock Holmes with Jeremy Brett). 
Discussion leadership is on a voluntary basis, and the leader supplies a 
presentation with background on the story. We are a literary and theatrical 
group, so we often performed dramatic readings of the stories. Food and 
plenty of beverages are shared to toast to our favorite characters from the 
story, and to toast our late co-founder, Richard Behrens. 

2022 has been a very active year for our group. We put on a weeklong 
Sherlock Week at our local library at the end of July, where we had daily 
presentations, a book display sponsored in part by the Beacon Society, and 
four play performances of Sherlock Holmes pastiches called collectively, Not 
According to Doyle. The plays included The Unique Hamlet, Sherlock Holmes 
Goes West, Yes, Virginia, there is a Sherlock Holmes, and, The Late Mr. 
Faversham. The plays were adapted by member Catherine Behrens. The plays, 
along with writings from group members and other New England Sherlock-
ians, were compiled into the Monadnock Sherlockian Anthology, published in 
Summer 2022.  

The Monadnock Sherlockians have a dedicated Facebook page, but not a 
website. Meetings are organized via email and Monadnock Sherlockians 
Facebook group. Our scion is open to both novice and seasoned Sherlockians, 
so if you are interested in joining us, please email Anna Behrens at monadnock 
sherlockian@gmail.com. 

NEW JERSEY 
The Red-Headed League of Jersey — Linda and Steve Morris 

May 26, 2022 “Holmes Beat the Horses and You Can Too,” by Peter McIntyre, BSI  

October 27, 2022 “Spiritualism Makes Strange Bedfellows: The Curious Friendship of 
Houdini and Conan Doyle” by Vincent Cirillo, Ph.D. 
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The Red-Headed League of Jersey was founded by the late Judge Ira 
Dworkin; it became a scion society of the Baker Street Irregulars on Novem-
ber 1, 1976. The group meets twice a year, spring and fall, at a restaurant in 
Central New Jersey. We resumed in-person meetings in 2022 after a two-year 
hiatus. Attendance is pay-as-you go; we do not collect dues (and red hair is 
not required in order to attend). The evening meetings consist of dinner, a 
presentation and usually a quiz on a pre-announced story from the Canon. 
There is also a Free Stuff table where attendees can swap Sherlockian books, 
magazines, recordings, etc.  

In addition to a masterful presentation by Peter McIntyre, our May 
meeting featured a short historical review of racing in Victorian England, vis 
à vis “Silver Blaze,” and tips on picking a winner using some elementary de-
ductions. The quiz was designed by Jim Sommerville on “The Musgrave 
Ritual.” Bernadette Hunsicker won the quiz.  

Our October meeting featured an exceptional presentation on spiritualism, 
Houdini, and Doyle by Vincent Cirillo. The meeting’s quiz was created by 
Bernadette Hunsicker on “The Solitary Cyclist” and won by Dennis Keiser. 

For more information or to be added to our email list, please contact us at 
RHLeagueNJ@aol.com. Our scion is also on Facebook (www.facebook.com 
/groups/RHLeagueNJ) and Twitter (@RHLeagueNJ). 

NEW YORK 
221B NYC — Jennifer Kneeland 

March 19, 2022 Visit to the “Sherlock Holmes in 221 Objects” exhibit at the Grolier Club 

June 10, 2022 In-person discussion of “The Speckled Band” at Tea & Sympathy 

August 7, 2022 Afternoon tea and character discussion: focus on Mrs. Hudson 

October 17, 2022 Drinks and attending the performance of “The Adventure of the 
Speckled Band” at the Episcopal Actors Guild 

221B NYC was founded in 2015. Jennifer Kneeland has been organizing 
events for this group since then. The focus of this group has been on intro-
ducing people to the Canon who may have come to Holmes through various 
media, as well as providing an informal space for all fans.  

In recent years we have not been as active, but we still had four events in 
2022.  

In March we gathered to visit the “Sherlock Holmes in 221 Objects” ex-
hibit at the Grolier Club, afterward heading to Café Bilboquet with members 
to discuss what we had seen.  
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In June we had a discussion of the “The Adventure of the Speckled 
Band” at Tea & Sympathy. Our members were delighted by the venue, so 
we decided to go back on a weekend for a proper afternoon tea. In August 
we did just that, for a discussion about Mrs. Hudson both in the Canon, and 
ways she is portrayed in adaptations.  

When Quicksilver Radio Theater did an adaptation of the radio play for 
“The Adventure of the Speckled Band” it seemed perfect since we had dis-
cussed that story earlier in the year. Some of our members gathered together 
to attend the program, which was a fundraiser for the organization “Per-
formers in Need.”  

221B NYC is primarily organized through Meetup at www.meetup. 
com/221bnyc/. 

The Hudson Valley Sciontists — Lou and Candace Lewis 

May 29, 2022 Spring meeting: “The Six Napoleons” 

September 18, 2022 Autumn meeting: The Sign of Four 

The Hudson Valley Sciontists had its traditional Spring and Fall gather-
ings in 2022 and celebrated the 50th Anniversary of this venerable scion.  

About 30 brave souls gathered at Vassar College’s Alumnae House in 
Poughkeepsie, NY on May 29, 2022 to consider “The Adventure of the Six 
Napoleons.”  

During the meeting, we stood on the terrace while Julia C. Rosenblatt 
remembered J. Joseph McGowan (1936-2022) and Barry Menuez (1933-2022). 
Toasts were delivered by Beth Darlington to Her Majesty, Queen Victoria; 
Molly Jones to Dr. Joseph Bell; Marjorie J. Smith gave a toast to Napoleon 
Bonaparte; and Will Walsh delivered a toast to Inspector G. Lestrade. Roger 
Donway delivered a masterful presentation: Who was the Owner of the Black 
Pearl? And Candace J. Lewis delighted the crowd with A Study in Art: 
“‘The Adventure of the Six Napoleons.” The meeting concluded with Don 
Delaney delivering a toast to Sherlock Holmes (poem: “A Long Evening 
with Holmes” by William B. Schweickert).  

Fifty members gathered to consider The Sign of Four on Sunday, Septem-
ber 18, 2022 at the Vassar College Alumnae House. A lovely dinner was 
catered by Twisted Soul. Four of our members gave the following toasts: 
Diane Hoe to Her Majesty, Queen Victoria; Marjorie J. Smith toasted to 
the Founders; Albert Rosenblatt gave An Anniversary Toast; and Fritz Son-
nenschmidt concluded the toast with Dining in Dutchess with Sherlock 
Holmes. The evening’s entertainment were presentations by Julia C. Rosen-
blatt: “Who was Tonga?”; Charles Blanksteen: “Navigating the Thames”; 
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and Ira Matetsky: “Sherlock Holmes and his American Publishers.” And 
Brendan Mee ended the meeting with our traditional Toast to Sherlock 
Holmes (poem: “A Long Evening with Holmes”).  

Each attendee received a complementary magnifying glass, a commemora-
tive booklet reciting the history of the scion with photographs of the Founders 
from 1972 and commemorative lapel pins of both Holmes and Watson. 

The Mycroft Holmes Society of Syracuse (1971-Present) — Carol Cavalluzzi 

January 12-16, 2022 Expedition to NYC for the BSI weekend 

February 13, 2022 Story Meeting —The Hound of the Baskervilles, pt. 1 

March 13, 2022 Story Meeting — The Hound of the Baskervilles, pt. 2 

April 9, 2022 Story Meeting — “The Golden Pince-Nez” Granada’s Version 

May 14, 2022 Presentation — Carol Cavalluzzi: Watson’s 2 Wounds 

June 11, 2022 Story Meeting — “The Copper Beeches” 

July 2022 Cortland Repertory Theater, canceled due to COVID-19 

August 27, 2022 Summer Picnic 

September 11, 2022 Presentation — Eugene Osso, Corporals, Colonels, and Commissionaires 

September 22-25, 2022 Expedition to Toronto for 50th Anniversary 

October 16, 2022  Costume Party Osos’s home 

November 13, 2022 Presentation — Joe Coppola, BSI: Publishing Sherlock Holmes: the 
story of Newnes Publications 

December 10, 2022  Holiday Party 

January started with a wonderful trip to NYC for the BSI weekend. This 
was the first in a few years where people could actually meet face to face. 
Mycroftians Joe and Elaine Coppola and Donald and Anna Bridy attended 
the festivities for 2022. We do not have a Mycroftians meeting in January, 
in the hopes of encouraging more to attend the BSI weekend. 

There were several Story Meetings this winter and many interesting 
comments, and comments on comments. We read The Hound of the Basker-
villes divided into two parts. April saw us viewing the Granada version of 
GOLD. A lively compare and contrast discussion of the TV with the book 
occurred. 

The meetings used to be held in the Community Library of Dewitt and 
Jamesville (suburbs of Syracuse, NY), but when COVID forced the library 
to close, we found a new home in the basement of one of our member’s 
churches. We chipped in to pay the small fee for coffee and use of the room. 
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This worked well for us, because there was a good audio-video system avail-
able. We settled in and then in May we were told that a religious group 
needed the space in which to hold their service at the exact same time as our 
meetings were set up. Once again the Mycroftians were forced to move. Be-
cause we only needed space for a few months, the Coppolas held them at 
their home. 

Carol Cavalluzzi made an old-fashioned presentation with a cardboard 
poster and some family pictures. The subject of the talk, borrowed with 
permission from another scion society, was entitled the Mystery of Dr. John 
H. Watson’s Wandering Wounds. The audience seemed to enjoy this retro-
speech instead of another PowerPoint presentation. 

For years the Mycroftians have traveled some thirty miles either in June 
or July and sometimes in August for a picnic dinner and a mystery play at 
the Cortland Repertory Theater at Little York Park in Preble, NY. Unfor-
tunately, the cast and crew came down with COVID and the play was can-
celed and money returned. It was very disappointing. We had a Bar-B-Q at 
Cavalluzzi’s home to make up for the disappointment. These picnic Bar-B-
Qs are always fun. 

Two astounding presentations were delivered in September and November. 
The first, called Corporals, Colonels, and Commissionaires (BSI, thanks), was 
by Eugene Osso. The second, by Joe Coppola, BSI was called Publishing 
Sherlock Holmes: the story of Newnes Publications. 

The Ososes held a costume party in their Victorian home to celebrate 
Halloween. This is a very comfortable home and the attendees thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. The last meeting of the year is always a Holiday Party. 
Anna and Donald Bridy generously entertained the group. 

After staying inside for two years, we all needed to celebrate and relax. 
For information about the Mycroft Holmes Society of Syracuse and/or what 
they do, please contact Carol Cavalluzzi ASH, Corresponding Secretary, at 
cacavall@outlook.com, (315) 559-9217.  

The Priory Scholars (NYC) — Nick Martorelli 

April 30, 2022 Spring meeting: “The Illustrious Client” 

July 9, 2022 Summer meeting: “The Boscombe Valley Mystery” 

October 22, 2022 Autumn meeting: “The Beryl Coronet” 

The Priory Scholars of New York City was founded in 1954 by Chris 
Steinbrunner and is now overseen by Nick Martorelli, Headmaster. Based in 
Manhattan, our luncheon meetings are traditionally held three times a year. 
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After virtual meetings in 2020 and 2021, we were thrilled to return to in-
person gatherings in Manhattan in 2022. Our scholars returned to our usual 
tavern (which had survived the pandemic), and our usual toasts and group 
discussion of the story at hand (always a highlight of the scion), have con-
tinued to be as insightful and spirited as ever. I am proud of our members 
for preserving the energy and the spirit of the Priory meetings throughout 
these challenging times.  

Our meetings are held at The Churchill Tavern, and we are looking for-
ward to another year of in-person Sherlockian fellowship. There is no re-
quirement to join the group. More information about the group, as well as 
our 2023 meeting schedule, can be found at https://prioryscholarsnyc.word 
press.com/, on Twitter (@PrioryNYC), or via an email sent to PrioryNYC@ 
gmail.com. 

The Three Garridebs of Westchester County — Troy Reynolds 

March 5, 2022 Zoom meeting discussing “The Lion’s Mane” 

May 14, 2022 Zoom meeting dissecting “The Engineer’s Thumb” 

August 20, 2022 Zoom meeting examining “The Golden Pince-Nez” 

October 30, 2022 Zoom meeting covering “The Devil’s Foot” 

December 11, 2022 In-person meeting celebrating “The Musgrave Ritual” 

For the first time in nearly three years, the Three Garridebs of Westches-
ter (New York) gathered under the same roof to celebrate Sherlock Holmes 
in 2022! But the year began with more Zoom events, the first on March 5, 
when we looked at “The Lion’s Mane.”  

Whether via Zoom or in person, the Garridebs strive for engaging, inter-
active meetings that offer all guests a chance to be involved. Each regular 
meeting kicks off with toasts prepared by volunteers, followed by a story quiz, 
paper presentations, and show-and-tell. We typically have games and activities 
or group discussions of the stories. A favorite segment is Watson Time, which 
offers attendees a chance to share favorite passages from the story we’re exam-
ining. Each meeting ends with the poem “A Long Evening With Holmes.” 
In recent years, we’ve used a recording of the author, early Garridebs officer 
William P. Schweickert, reciting the work.  

The March meeting sadly began with a tribute to former Garridebs officer 
Jeanne Nolan, and we stood on the terrace to honor her. After the toasts and 
quiz, Joanne Zahorsky-Reeves gave a presentation on jellyfish. To the delight 
of the inner math geek in us all, Ben Vizoskie presented a paper on conic 
sections, relating the topic to the Canon. He also reported on the BSI’s 
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birthday weekend. For the game, teams attempted to control jellyfish popu-
lations by correctly identifying Sherlockian stories and characters based on a 
series of clues. 

Another Zoom meeting, on “The Engineer’s Thumb,” followed on May 
14. Olivia Rutigliano’s paper examined how numerous people and things in 
the story were not what they appeared to be, comparing it to a David Lynch 
movie. The meeting’s activity investigated non-Sherlockian detective book 
series. Attendees had been asked prior to the meeting to submit recommen-
dations, and Ben Vizoskie shared the list with the group, letting each person 
say a few words about his or her selection. (We would like to thank the 
Scotland Yarders of Chicago, which had previously conducted a similar ac-
tivity, for the idea.) 

Our summer meeting was held on August 20, again via Zoom. The story 
was “The Golden Pince-Nez.” We began the meeting by standing on the 
terrace to honor June Kinnee. Following the toasts and quiz, Will Walsh 
delivered a paper by Tony Czarnecki, who was unable to attend, on the his-
tory of pince-nez and U.S. presidents who wore them. Edith Pounden dis-
cussed the influences on the story and Doyle’s writing method. Finally, Sue 
Vizoskie compared Anna’s pince-nez in the story with her grandmother’s. 
Our activity took advantage of Zoom’s polling feature. Attendees were asked 
multiple-choice questions related to the Canon, and we showed the percent-
ages of people selecting each answer before revealing the correct response. 

We planned to host our “return to in-person” meeting in October, but 
multiple scheduling conflicts with the library where we meet forced us to 
hold another Zoom event. On October 30, we gathered virtually to discuss 
“The Devil’s Foot.” Once again, we began by standing on the terrace, this 
time in memory of two Garridebs, Richard Wein and Len Gilman. Tony 
Czarnecki discussed the devil’s foot and mental health care in Victorian 
England. Greg Darak gave an overview of the BSI’s “Sherlock Holmes and 
the British Empire” conference held in July, and Ben and Sue Vizoskie dis-
cussed September’s “Jubilee @ 221B” event in Toronto. The game for the 
meeting was a Sherlockian version of the board game Facts in Five. 

Finally, on December 11, the Garridebs met at the Hastings Library. 
Although the December meeting is traditionally our Blue Carbuncle lunch-
eon, we decided to ease into returning to physical gatherings by hosting a 
regular meeting instead. Presentations included a paper on the first U.S. 
publication of The Memoirs by Ira Matetsky, a history of the Musgrave family 
by Tony Czarnecki, and an overview of the names of British monarchs by 
Paul Astle. One of the show-and-tell highlights was a watercolor of the 
Musgrave coat of arms shared by Lynn Walker. It was given to Lynn by 
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prominent early Sherlockian Nathan Bengis when she founded the Musgrave 
Ritualists Beta, one of the three groups that later merged to form the Three 
Garridebs. Following a snack break, Becca Reynolds led the group in a few 
seasonal Sherlockian songs that we usually sing at the Blue Carbuncle lunch-
eon. While some members left early because of the threat of winter weather, 
those who remained enjoyed playing whist and conversing until it was time 
to adjourn. Attendees received a custom-made Three Garridebs chocolate bar 
in celebration of returning to in-person meetings and the Garridebs’ 50th 
year as a scion! 

We thank attendees for their patience, cooperation, and participation 
throughout the year. We would like to give a special thank-you to Becca 
Reynolds for hosting the Zoom meetings; Paul Astle for creating the quizzes; 
Will Walsh for coordinating the toasts; Ben Vizoskie and Troy Reynolds for 
developing the activities; and Sue Vizoskie for preparing the Terrace memorials. 
We also thank the following for providing toasts: Joan Ableson, Paul Astle, 
Charlie Blanksteen, Tony Czarnecki, Arianna Fox, Jim Hawkins, Sabina 
Hollis, Joseph Isherwood, Sandy Kozinn, Ira Matetsky, Peter McIntyre, Julie 
McKuras, Russell Merritt, Will Walsh, Joanne Zahorsky-Reeves, Bob Zatz, 
and Andy Solberg (in absentia). Finally, we’d like to thank those who pro-
vided refreshments at the December meeting: Tony Czarnecki for short-
bread from the Queen’s Jubilee, Al Gregory and Julie Gonzalez for cookies, 
Sue Vizoskie for brownies and pumpkin cake, and Becca Reynolds for Sher-
lock cookies. 

We are happy to be meeting in person again and plan for an exciting year 
in 2023 as we continue to celebrate 50 years of the Garridebs. To learn about 
the Three Garridebs’ upcoming events, contact Garridebs@aol.com. 

The Grillparzer Club of the Hoboken Free State — Terry and Linda Hunt 

May 7, 2022 Christopher Morley 132nd Birthday Brunch 

May 12, 2022 Zoom program about Christopher Morley and Sherlock Holmes for the 
Bryant Library, Roslyn, New York 

The Grillparzer Club of the Hoboken Free State was organized in 2013 to 
commemorate the redoubtable Christopher Morley, Rhodes Scholar, author, 
bon vivant and founder of the Baker Street Irregulars. The Club is named 
after two of Morley’s creations in the 1920s. We normally meet over a three-
hour lunch once a year on a weekend close to Morley’s birthday, May 5. Since 
our first happy convocation of kinsprits, we have alternated gathering in 
Hoboken, New Jersey with going to places of significance to Morley such as 
Roslyn, Long Island, Haverford, Pennsylvania, and Manhattan; unfortunately, 
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our Morleyesque watering hole in Hoboken has closed, so that may change. 
The Club issues a newsletter, “The Bowling Green,” and an occasional jour-
nal, Hoboken Nights. 

Following two years of COVID-cautionary Zoom sessions, we were de-
lighted to celebrate Christopher Morley’s 132nd Birthday in person on Sun-
day, May 7. We opted to gather in Philadelphia on the day following the 
spring meeting of the Sons of the Copper Beeches, which permitted our 
highly esteemed member and Morley scholar Steve Rothman to attend. Liv-
ing up to our motto, taken from the Morley family — “Eat a Little, Talk a 
Little, Eat a Little” — our dining was interspersed with toasts to Morley’s 
alma maters by Bob Katz, and to Vincent Starrett and Morley by Ray Bet-
zner; a reminiscence about Morley’s museum The Knothole by Peter Blau; 
readings of a greeting from Kit Morley’s grandson Joch Woodruff by John 
Batteiger, and of a poem by Greek member Antony Papavassiliou by Jules 
Spada; and a short talk about Christopher Morley and Philadelphia by Steve 
Rothman. 

On May 12, we gave a PowerPoint presentation about Christopher Mor-
ley, Sherlock Holmes, and the Baker Street Irregulars via Zoom at the request 
of the Bryant Library in Roslyn, New York. Christopher Morley and his 
family lived in nearby Roslyn Estates, and he and his wife Helen were trustees 
of the library, which currently houses a significant Morley collection. 

The Grillparzer Club has PowerPoint presentations about various aspects 
of Christopher Morley’s life that are available for Zoom talks to scions and 
other organizations. For information about these, and to find out more about 
the Grillparzer Club, contact us at Hobokenfreestate@gmail.com. 

OHIO 
The Tankerville Club (Cincinnati) — Dan Andriacco 

March 4, 2022 Winter Meeting: “The Yellow Face”  

June 17, 2022 Spring Meeting: “The Stock-broker’s Clerk” 

Sept. 16, 2022 Summer Meeting: “The Gloria Scott”  

Oct. 22, 2022 Professor Moriarty Film Festival  

Dec. 9, 2022 Autumn Meeting: “The Musgrave Ritual”  

The Tankerville Club of Cincinnati was founded in 1976 by Paul D. 
Herbert, BSI, as Official Secretary. Paul passed in 2018 and was succeeded 
(but not replaced) by Dan Andriacco, who holds the new title of Most 
Scandalous Member. The Tankerville is the only club mentioned in the 
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Canon twice: Sherlock Holmes saved Major Prendergast “in the Tankerville 
Club scandal” (“The Five Orange Pips”) and Col. Sebastian Moran was a 
member (“The Adventure of the Empty House”). 

In 2022, Col. Moran’s fellow members resumed their pre-COVID cus-
tom of meeting quarterly in the Cincinnati area for dinner and typical scion 
society activities. These include toasts, a show-and-tell of recent Sherlockian 
acquisitions, reports by members who have attended Sherlockian events 
elsewhere, a quiz, a story discussion (proceeding through the Canon in 
Doubleday order), sometimes a speaker, an auction of books and memora-
bilia for the benefit of two memorial funds supporting club activities (the 
Paul D. Herbert Founder’s Fund and the R. Joel Senter Sr. Fund), and a 
reading of “221B” to close the festivities. 

At the first meeting of the year, member Joe Eckrich from St. Louis de-
scribed his 45 years of collecting Sherlockiana, starting in the days before the 
Internet made the task easier but also less fun. That same spirit of acquisi-
tion led to an enthralling bidding war for a Sherlock Holmes bobblehead. A 
long-time member won with a stunning $150 bid.  

The June meeting closed with a recitation of “221B” by the author him-
self, Vincent Starrett, via a recording he made in 1958. The Most Scandal-
ous Member set the stage with a brief talk about Starrett and the beloved 
sonnet. 

Tankerville Club toasts customarily include at least one that is singular, 
and the “Stock-broker’s Clerk” meeting in June was a good example. Dy-
namic new member Kira Settigsgaard saluted the villain of that story’s gold-
stuffed tooth “for it led Hall Pycroft to our favorite sleuth.” September toasts 
went to the dog who bit Sherlock Holmes in “The Gloria Scott” and all the 
characters named Victor in the Canon.  

Also in September, a new element of the late summer meeting was initi-
ated — the yearly raffle of a subscription to the Baker Street Journal. The 
name of each member who has led a discussion, written a quiz, offered a toast, 
or participated in show-and-tell goes into a deerstalker for a free drawing. 
The first winner, Columbus-area resident Teresa “The Unknown Nurse” 
Harris, has been a Tankervillian for more than 30 years. 

Balancing that longevity, we were joined at the September meeting by a 
trio of guests from Chicago — Linda Crohn, Jonathan Shimberg, and Bob 
Sharfman. In recent years, the Tankerville Club has benefited greatly from 
the presence of members and guests from far beyond Cincinnati. In addition 
to Chicago, the metropolitan areas of Dallas, St. Louis, and Detroit were all 
represented at meetings in 2022.  
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In October, the speculated birth month of Professor Moriarty, several 
members of the Illustrious Clients of Indianapolis joined Tankervillians for a 
Moriarty Film Festival. Three Holmes/Moriarty combinations were presented: 
Jeremy Brett/Eric Porter (The Final Problem), Arthur Wontner/Lyn Harding 
(The Triumph of Sherlock Holmes), and Basil Rathbone/Henry Daniell (The 
Woman in Green). Steve Doyle, head of the Clients and a member of the 
Tankerville Club, put the day in context with a talk about how why Moriarty 
deserves his status as major canonical character even though he appears so 
seldom in the Canon.  

Highlights of December’s holiday meeting included the distribution of a 
Tankerville Club ornament as a gift to members and guests; a raffle of two 
tickets to the Holmes, Doyle, & Friends conference in Dayton on March 25, 
2023; and a rousing group recitation of the Musgrave Ritual in call and re-
sponse fashion, with the questions being read by seven different members 
and guests — who discovered that was their assigned role only by looking at 
the back of their nametag.  

The Stormy Petrels of Maumee Bay (Toledo) — Mark McGovern 

January 16, 2022 Our annual Master’s Dinner 

March 13, 2022 Regular meeting with discussion of “The Illustrious Client” 

May 14, 2022 Regular meeting with discussion of “Charles Augustus Milverton” 

June 11, 2022 Regular meeting with discussion of “The Norwood Builder” 

July 21, 2022 Tour of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation facility in Bowling 
Green 

August 21, 2022 Annual Dr. Watson’s Picnic 

September 23, 2022 Regular meeting with discussion of “The Naval Treaty” 

October 23, 2022 No meeting, but several Stormy Petrels attended a performance of 
Sherlock Holmes and the Ghost Machine 

November 19, 2022 Regular meeting with old radio Sherlock Holmes episodes 

In January, we enjoyed our annual Master’s Dinner, in celebration of the 
birthday of Sherlock Holmes. The fete was hosted by Her Majesty, Queen 
Victoria (Tracy Lustig). We may have been ten days late of the famed January 
6, 1854 event, but we still enjoyed our repast at the Bravo Italian Kitchen. 

We failed to find a host for our February meeting. In March, our Tantalus 
and his wife, the resident patient and Mrs. Hudson (Mike and Edie Hagan), 
hosted the monthly meeting in their home. There we discussed “The Illus-
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trious Client.” In addition to the usual snacks, our gracious host and hostess 
provided a birthday cake for several Petrels who have birthdays in March. 

An April Gathering of the Nest was skipped, but in May, The King of 
Bohemia (Bruce Baer) hosted a meeting that included a discussion of “Charles 
Augustus Milverton.” As always, the conversation and analysis of the story 
was highly enjoyable. Moreover, Bruce’s meeting will long be remembered 
for the homemade borscht he served! 

June saw a couple of firsts. It was the first meeting hosted by Percy Phelps 
(Jim O’Keefe) and, as he had recently moved into new digs there, it was the 
first Gathering of the Nest in Oxford, Michigan. Jim was ably assisted by 
his great-niece Alice Morphy (Erica Novakowski) in our discussion of “The 
Norwood Builder.” 

July was an absolutely unique experience for the Stormy Petrels. Vamberry 
the wine merchant (Tom Schoen) arranged a tour of the Ohio Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation facility in Bowling Green, Ohio. Our tour lasted well 
over and hour and included an impromptu demonstration in the firearms 
laboratory. The OCBI’s schedule required that the tour take place on a 
Thursday, which limited the number of Petrels who could attend, but a truly 
informative time was had by those who could make it. 

In August, we enjoyed our annual Dr. Watson’s Picnic, hosted by The 
Countess of Morcar (Deb Wallace). It was held in an outdoor pavilion at 
Friendship Park in Genoa, Ohio. Although — or perhaps, because — the 
weather was lovely, we had a low turnout of Stormy Petrels. The lack of a 
sufficient voting majority caused us to postpone the bi-annual election of 
officers until the next regular Gathering of the Nest. 

That occurred in September, in Vernon Lodge, the residence of our Prime 
Minister, Baron Adelbert Gruner, and the late Baroness Gruner (Mark and 
Kathy McGovern). The attendance was high, so that we were able to elect our 
scion’s officer for the next two years. The story under discussion was “The 
Naval Treaty.” 

Although we skipped the month of October for a regular meeting, several 
Stormy Petrels did attend a production of Sherlock Holmes and the Ghost 
Machine, by David MacGregor, at the Toledo Repertoire Theatre. The set 
was well detailed and the principles were good, but the script was not well 
received by the Petrels. 

The final Gathering of the Nest took place in the home of Jack Stapleton 
and Kitty Winter (Ralph and Pat Spitulski). Rather than discuss an exploit 
from the Canon, we enjoyed two old Sherlock Holmes radio dramatizations. 
This meeting also served as our holiday gathering, and so 2022 ended on a 
high note. 
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For more information about The Stormy Petrels of Maumee Bay, please 
contact us at mcgovernsmodels@gmail.com. 

The Agra Treasures (Dayton) —Lorraine Reibert 

January 9, 2022 Lunch meeting and quiz on The Sign of the Four 

March 12, 2022 Holmes, Doyle and Friends 

May 15, 2022 Lunch meeting and quiz on “His Last Bow” 

July 10, 2022 Picnic meeting and quiz on “The Bruce-Partington Plans” 

October 2, 2022 Lunch meeting and quiz on “The Empty House” 

November 13, 2022 Lunch meeting and quiz on “A Scandal in Bohemia” 

We usually meet at a restaurant for lunch, some talking, and a quiz on 
one of the Adventures. The winner of the quiz gets a book or other prize 
and the honor of writing the next meeting’s quiz. Occasionally a paper or 
other Sherlockian matter is presented. 

Our highlight (of course) was presenting Holmes, Doyle, & Friends in 
March after a two-year hiatus. Attendees began at an informal gathering on 
Friday evening. Speakers on topics related to Sherlock Holmes, Arthur Conan 
Doyle and other Victorian topics entertained and informed us on Saturday. 
Vendors offered related items for sale. We finished with dinner at a local 
BBQ restaurant. 

We’re working on the next Holmes, Doyle, & Friends — mark your cal-
endars for March 25, 2023. 

OKLAHOMA 
Afghanistan Perceivers of Oklahoma, Inc. — Rosalie Mollica 

January 27, 2022 “The Yellow Face” 

February 24, 2022 “His Last Bow” 

March 24, 2022 “The Problem of Thor Bridge” 

April 28, 2022 “The Six Napoleons” 

May 26, 2022 “The Three Gables” 

June 23, 2022 “The Blanched Soldier” 

July 28, 2022 In-person gathering to commemorate The Battle of Maiwand 

August 25, 2022 “The Empty House” 

September 22, 2022 “The Norwood Builder” 
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October 27, 2022 “The Reigate Squires” 

November 17, 2022 “Charles Augustus Milverton” 

December 2022 No Meeting 

The Afghanistan Perceivers of Oklahoma, Inc. is Oklahoma’s only scion 
society. The Perceivers will be celebrating their 50th anniversary in 2024. 
We meet on the 4th Thursday of the month, except for November when we 
meet on the 3rd Thursday because of the Thanksgiving holiday. At the No-
vember meeting, stories are randomly selected for the following year. Mem-
bers volunteer to be the Discussion Leader for the monthly meeting. Duties 
of the Discussion Leader involve preparing a minimum of three discussion 
starters and then facilitating the discussion. In 2022 all meetings took place 
via Zoom, except for July when we met in person at a local restaurant to 
commemorate the Battle of Maiwand. 

For more information, please contact: Rosalie Mollica (ramollica@yahoo. 
com) or Laura Duncombe (lauramaeduncombe@gmail.com). 

PENNSYLVANIA 
The White Rose Irregulars (York) — Dennis Dobry 

May 14, 2022 Meeting at JoJo’s Pizzeria  

August 13, 2022 Meeting at Bube’s Brewery 

December 2, 2022 Meeting at Marzoni’s Brick Oven 

In 2022, the White Rose Irregulars of York, Pennsylvania scion society 
was truly a bunch of wandering Sherlockians. Having lost our long-time 
meeting venue as a result of the pandemic, our group searched for a new 
suitable accommodation: 

In May, 19 members met at JoJo’s Pizzeria in Harrisburg, PA. A Study in 
Scarlet was the story of discussion. Denny Dobry gave the presentation: “The 
Penang Lawyer and the Movies.” 

On August 13, 25 members met at Bube’s Brewery in Mount Joy, Penn-
sylvania. “The Problem at Thor Bridge,” was the story of discussion. A 
Sherlock Holmes Primer was given by Denny Dobry as a Sherlockian intro-
duction for the 10 new members present. 

Our December meeting had 27 members meeting at Marzoni’s Brick Oven 
and Brewery in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania. “Charles Augustus Milverton” 
was the story of discussion. Ten members joined in a “Sherlockian Family 
Feud competition.” 
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Marzoni’s proved to be an excellent venue for our group, and we plan to 
return there on February 25th. 

The Sons of the Copper Beeches (Philadelphia) — Mary Alcaro 

May 6, 2022 Spring Meeting 

October 28, 2022 Autumn Meeting 

The Sons of the Copper Beeches was founded on December 8, 1947 at 
what was then Shoyer’s Restaurant in Philadelphia, PA. An official BSI scion 
society, the group was restricted to male membership until 2017 when its 
ranks were opened to women. The Copper Beeches typically holds semi-
annual meetings, traditionally on the fourth Fridays of April and October. 
Due to enthusiastic attendance in recent years (and limited seating at the 
Racquet Club of Philadelphia), attendance is by invitation only. After at-
tending three meetings, individuals must successfully perform a recitation of 
The Musgrave Ritual in order to attain the rank of Journeyman; upon deliv-
ering a five-to-ten-minute Trifling Monograph on the Sherlockian topic of 
their choosing, Journeymen are then bestowed the title Master Copper-
Beech-Smith. The scion is currently led by Headmastiff Ross Davies, BSI, 
Toller Jenn Eaker, BSI, Comptroller of the Kennel Mary Alcaro, BSI, and 
Recorder of Pedigrees Terry Hunt, BSI.  

After nearly two years of virtual meetings, The Copper Beeches were 
thrilled to meet in person at The Racquet Club of Philadelphia on May 6. 
The meeting opened with Toastmaster Peter Blau, BSI directing the tradi-
tional toasts. Emeritus Comptroller of the Kennel Ray Betzner, BSI toasted 
Mr. Sherlock Holmes while Emeritus Toller Steve Rothman, BSI toasted 
Mycroft Holmes. Subsequent toasts were offered by: Stephanie Levin (to Dr. 
John H. Watson); Peggy MacFarlane, BSI (to The Woman); and Xander 
Sobecki (to Mrs. Hudson). Karen Wilson, BSI delivered a musical toast to 
Violet Hunter. Following the toasts, Headmastiff Ross Davies, BSI led the 
group in Standing Upon the Terrace for three Master Copper-Beech-Smiths, 
who were each, in turn, honored by an old friend and fellow Son: Dick An-
kerstjerne (honored by Steve Shalet, BSI); Philip Brogdon (honored by Peter 
Blau); and “Wiggins” Emeritus Mike Whelan, BSI (honored by Headmastiff 
Emeritus Bob Katz, BSI). These touching tributes were followed by announce-
ments and Sherlockian reports led by Toller Jenn Eaker, BSI. After dinner, 
three Trifling Monographs were offered by Anastasia Klimchynskaya, BSI, 
James O’Leary, BSI, and Tom Cynkin, BSI.  

The return of in-person meetings meant Master of the Ritual Steve Shalet 
resumed his duties solemnly officiating over the recitation of The Musgrave 
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Ritual, which Peggy MacFarlane bravely recited alone, in so doing earning 
the title of Journeyman. Headmastiff Ross Davies presided over the elevation 
of several Journeymen to the rank of Master Copper-Beech-Smith, which 
included: Anastasia Klimchynskaya; James O’Leary; Peggy MacFarlane; 
Monica Schmidt, BSI; and Marina Stajic, BSI. Peter Blau was honored with 
a certificate for his many years of service as the group’s official Toastmaster. 
A dastardly Sherlockian quiz, collaboratively written by Don Hobbs, BSI, 
Paul Singleton, BSI, and Linda and Terry Hunt, BSI was led by Quizmaster 
Chris Zordan, BSI. The meeting closed with Recorder of Pedigrees Terry 
Hunt distributing the minutes via a newsletter he so painstakingly provides 
as a labor of love to the Sons. 

On October 28, The Sons of the Copper Beeches met again at The Racquet 
Club for the Fall Meeting. Toastmaster Peter Blau oversaw the traditional 
toasts, which were given by Andrew Fusco, BSI (to Sherlock Holmes); Ed-
ward Pettit (to Mycroft Holmes); Tamar Zeffren, BSI (to Dr. John H. 
Watson); Regina Stinson, BSI (to The Woman); Michael Barton (to Mrs. 
Hudson). Karen Wilson and Burt Wolder, BSI offered a musical toast to 
Violet Hunter. Headmastiff Ross Davies led the group in Standing Upon 
the Terrace, during which Steve Rothman honored Nick Utechin, BSI and 
Paul Singleton provided a multimedia tribute to Philip Brogdon, BSI who 
was formally honored at the Spring meeting.  

Toller Jenn Eaker shared Sherlockian reports and announcements, after 
which three Trifling Monographs were offered by Mickey Fromkin, BSI, 
Helen Gioulis, and Jacquelynn Morris, BSI. Master of the Ritual Steve 
Shalet led Jacquelynn Morris in the recitation of the Musgrave Ritual after 
which time she was elevated to the rank of Master Copper-Beech-Smith. 
Chris Zordan led a dastardly Sherlockian Quiz on “The Reigate Squire,” 
prepared by Charles Blanksteen, BSI, James O’Leary, and Ben Vizoskie, 
BSI. Finally, Recorder of Pedigrees Terry Hunt provided the minutes, and 
the meeting was closed out by Toller Jenn Eaker.  

The Sons of the Copper Beeches are pleased to be alive and drinking in 
Philadelphia once again, and look forward to our upcoming Spring meeting, 
to be held at The Racquet Club of Philadelphia in April of 2023.  

RHODE ISLAND 
The Cornish Horrors (Providence) — Burt Wolder 

November 19, 2022 The 100th Anniversary of the Publication of “The Problem of Thor 
Bridge” 
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The Cornish Horrors convened for their fifty-first annual meeting at the 
Hope Club in Providence, Rhode Island on November 19, 2022. The story 
for the evening was “Thor Bridge.” 

A welcome by Albert Silverstein, the Chaldean Archivist, introduced the 
cocktail hour and canonical toasts. Danna Mancini toasted Sherlock Holmes, 
our ever-present, stalwart companion, and recalled his personal milestones 
with the Canon. James O’Leary toasted Dr Watson, an unintentional veteran 
who offered his existence to noble ideals and lived to tell the tale. Ira Matetsky’s 
toast to The Woman was read by Jonathan Silverstein, commending Irene 
Adler for her good judgment in choosing an attorney over a mere king. Dr. 
Leon Sterndale was honored by Michael Barton, who suggested Sterndale’s 
research and African cartography were of interest to the Foreign Office and 
Mycroft Holmes. Miss Grace Dunbar was toasted by Jennifer Casasanto, 
who poetically recounted how “the best woman God ever made” was cleared. 
Cornwall’s Secluded Coast, a poem by Les Daniels, was read by Burt 
Wolder. 

Her Majesty the Queen Empress was toasted by Albert Silverstein, the 
Chaldean Archivist. “Looking back on the Holmesian canon and the nautical 
and civic power that produced it, I give you a woman whose cleverness and 
singular insights were never before seen and never after matched: her Impe-
rial Majesty, the Queen and Empress of India, Victoria.” The Reverend Mr. 
Scott Axford, TCSR, followed with a toast to honor her late majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II, observing that she will be remembered as beloved, respected, 
and valued, faithful to and servant of the Kingdom’s deepest and most noble 
traditions, and defender of the faith. The Reverend Mr. Axford then deliv-
ered the invocation. 

Burt Wolder spoke about “The Problem of Thor Bridge,” reviewing sim-
ilarities with several of Dr. Watson’s other accounts and underscoring incon-
sistencies found in the manuscript. His evidence suggested that the literary 
agent Arthur Conan Doyle edited Watson’s text to portray an anglophobic 
American publisher as J. Neil Gibson. The annual Leon Sterndale Invited 
Address was delivered by Harrison Hunt, whose illustrated presentation 
explored routes from Reichenbach and charted the journey of the mysterious 
Swiss boy. 

Kathy Piffatt’s Dastardly Quiz on “Thor Bridge” was won by Larry Stone. 
During the evening, investitures were awarded to Harrison Hunt (Dr. Moore 
Agar of Harley Street) and Larry Stone (The Ancient Cornish Language.) 
The Horrors joined in singing the traditional “Aunt Clara” before departing 
the Hope Club’s historic College Hill clubhouse into a cool November 
evening. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 
The Hansom Wheels (Columbia) — Phil Dematteis 

February 17, 2022 Steve Mason BSI, “Hey, Didn’t You Play Sherlock Holmes?” 

April 21, 2022 Diane Gilbert Madsen, “Sherlock Holmes vs. Villainesses in the Canon” 

August 18, 2022 George Linder, “The Dottle Mystery” 

October 20, 2022 Tom Elmore, “The Case of the Thirsty Detective” 

December 8, 2022 Hansom Wheels Christmas Party 

The Hansom Wheels was founded by the Reverend Wayne Wall, BSI and 
G.B. Lane in 1977. We meet on the third Thursdays of February, April, 
August, and October at The Palmetto Club in Columbia, SC. The attendance 
generally varies from around fifteen to thirty or so. After dinner, I call the 
meeting to order by declaring, “The game is afoot!” We toast the woman, 
Irene Adler, and have a responsive reading of The Musgrave Ritual. We then 
go through the Happy Hour Posers, composed by Phil, which challenge the 
group to decipher the titles of four Canonical stories from clues in the form 
of puns. Example: “Eddie Fisher’s first wife; the lead singer of Blondie; and 
Rachel Dratch’s pessimistic character on Saturday Night Live all dressed up 
as witches for Halloween” = Debbie Reynolds, Debbie Harry, and Debbie 
Downer = the three scary Debs = “The Three Garridebs.” We then have a 
presentation on some aspect of Sherlockiana; a story is assigned that fits in 
with the presentation in some, maybe tangential, way. Over the years we have 
read all sixty stories multiple times. We conclude with one of the members 
reading Vincent Starrett’s sonnet 221B. Each meeting is preceded by the 
delivery to our members, via email attachment, of our newsletter, The Pink 
’Un, composed by me, which recaps the previous meeting and previews the 
upcoming one.  

The year’s presentations are listed above. The first two were by guest pre-
senters from far away and delivered to us at The Palmetto Cub via Zoom; 
the second two were delivered in person by local members. The assigned 
stories were, respectively, “The Three Garridebs,” “The Three Gables,” “The 
Engineer’s Thumb,” and The Sign of the Four. 

On the first or second Thursday in December, so as not to conflict with 
other holiday activities, we have our Christmas Party. We do the call to order, 
the Ritual, and the sonnet, but there are no Happy Hour Posers, assigned 
story, or presentation. Instead, we dine and drink, have a drawing for door 
prizes, and sing along to Christmas music. The main event is a play, per-
formed by some of the members, based on one of the stories and written by 



SHERLOCK IN THE U.S.A. 2022 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   116 

our late program chairman, Bob Robinson, BSI. In 2022 it was The Adventure 
of the Second Stain. 

Our website is https://www.hansomwheels.com. Our Facebook page is 
administered by Tom Elmore. You can join our mailing list and become an 
instant member of The Hansom Wheels (we are up to around 120, and 
there are no dues) by sending an email to Phil at hansomwheels@aol.com. 

The Survivors of the Gloria Scott (Greenville) — Tracy Revels 

February 5, 2022 Survivors meeting, discussion of “The Cardboard Box” 

April 9, 2022 Survivors meeting on Zoom, discussion of “The Yellow Face” 

June 11, 2022 Survivors meeting on Zoom, discussion of “The Stockbroker’s Clerk” 

August 27, 2022 Survivors meeting on Zoom, discussion of “The Gloria Scott” 

October 8, 2022 Survivors meeting on Zoom, discussion of “The Musgrave Ritual” 

November 12, 2022 Survivors attended the play Holmes and Watson at the Spartanburg 
Little Theatre 

December 3, 2022 Survivors meeting on Zoom, discussion of “The Reigate Squires” 

The scion for the upstate of South Carolina, The Survivors of the Gloria 
meets bi-monthly, on a Saturday chosen to best fit with the members’ work and 
travel schedules. Traditionally we gathered at The Happy China Restaurant in 
Greenville, South Carolina. We began meeting on Zoom during COVID, 
but this year we began to integrate some “meet-ups” at the restaurant along 
with our regular Zoom meetings. The Zoom format allows us to connect with 
Survivors who have moved out of the Upstate, whether on a permanent basis 
or simply to spend time at a summer home, and we have even gained a new 
member in New Jersey who learned of us from Facebook. Currently, we have 
ten active members. Our newsletter, The Lifeboat, is sent out electronically 
and has moved to a quarterly basis. The Lifeboat includes meeting reports, 
reviews of movies and pastiches, and “Sherlock sightings” in popular culture.  

We are always looking for new members to come and join the fun! If you’d 
like to receive our newsletter, please drop a line to Tracy Revels, editor of 
The Lifeboat, at Revelstj@wofford.edu 

TENNESSEE 
The Nashville Scholars of the Three-Pipe Problem — Jim Hawkins 

January 15, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Yellow Face” with David Hayes 

February 19, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Three Garridebs” with Jeff Steward 
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March 19, 2022 In Person and Zoom discussion of “The Speckled Band” with Drew 
Thomas 

April 16, 2022 In Person and Zoom discussion of “Wisteria Lodge” with Bill Mason 

May 21, 2022 In Person and Zoom discussion of “The Sussex Vampire” with 
Tom Feller 

June 18, 2022 Annual Pot Luck Lunch / Derek Martin presented “The Missing 
Three-Quarter” 

September 17, 2022 Reader’s Theater presentation of “The Empty House” with Jim 
Hawkins 

October 22, 2022 In Person and Zoom Discussion of “The Winning Shot” a non-
canonical story by ACD with Dean Richardson 

November 19, 2022 In Person and Zoom Discussion of “The Noble Bachelor” with 
Marino Alvarez 

December 10, 2022 Christmas Party at the home of Dave Price — no story 

The Nashville Scholars were founded in 1979 by John Shanks. Our meet-
ings are on the 3rd Saturday of the month, except for July and December, 
when we have a Pot Luck Lunch and a Christmas party. 

A story schedule is sent to the members at the beginning of the year and 
posted on our website. Assignments are made for Discussion Leader of each 
canonical story, most often by inviting volunteers. In October, Dean Rich-
ardson discussed one of ACD’s “horror” stories. 

In 2022 we held joint in-person and Zoom meetings beginning in March. 
We enjoyed seeing Sherlockians from “the far corners of the Earth,” including 
England, Italy, France, Australia, and New Jersey (apologies to Sandy Kozinn). 
Four of our members have been given irregular shillings by the Baker Street 
Irregulars: Bill Mason, Marino Alvarez, Shannan Carlisle, and Jim Hawkins. 
For years Billy Fields was the auctioneer for the Gaslight Gala (or Baskerville 
Bash), the alternative dinner to the BSI Dinner. 

We invite you to visit our Nashville Scholars website, built on the Square- 
space platform: www.nashvillescholars.com. The webmaster is Jim Hawkins. 
In 2018 he also designed the website in honor and memory of John Bennett 
Shaw: www.johnbennettshaw.com. 

A brisk dialogue between our scion society and other Sherlockian scions can 
be found on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/groups/Nashville 
Scholars/. 

Rather than highlight individual meetings on this page, please visit our 
REPLAY page on our website, where meetings in 2022 are stored for review: 
https://www.nashvillescholars.com/REPLAY. 
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TEXAS 
The Crew of the Barque Lone Star (Dallas) — Steve Mason 

January 2, 2022 56 attendees; Guest speaker — Edith Pounden: “Edgar Allen Poe and 
‘A Scandal in Bohemia’” 

February 6, 2022 69 attendees; Guest speaker — Brad Keefauver, BSI: “Sherlock 
Holmes Chronology for Fun and Profit” 

March 6, 2022  68 attendees; Guest speaker — Tim Johnson, BSI: “Sherlock Holmes 
Collections and How to Protect Them” 

April 3, 2022 61 attendees; Guest speaker — Mike McSwiggin, BSI: “Solar Pons 
and August Derleth” 

May 1, 2022 59 attendees; Guest speaker — Jim Webb, BSI: “A Trip to Dartmoor 
— Pursuing a Hound” 

June 5, 2022 59 attendees; Guest speaker — Regina Stinson, BSI: “The Screen Life 
of Sherlock Holmes” 

July 3, 2022 53 attendees; Guest speaker — Tim Kline: “The Games of Sherlock 
Holmes” 

September 4, 2022 75 attendees; Guest speaker — Russell Merritt, BSI: “Sir Arthur’s 
Excellent Adventure in Constantinople: Holmes, Submarines, Satire, 
and the Red Sultan” 

October 3, 2022  67 attendees; Guest speaker — Cindy Brown: “Edith Meiser — A 
Woman of Substance” 

November 6, 2022 62 attendees; Guest speaker — Jim Hawkins, BSI: “John Bennett 
Shaw and Ron De Waal” 

December 4, 2022 65 attendees; Guest speaker — Joe Eckrich, BSI: “Shaw’s 100 — 
What is Important to Have” 

December 10, 2022 Crew 50th Anniversary Party 

2022 marked the 52nd Anniversary of The Crew of the Barque Lone 
Star, which was founded by a trio of wonderful Sherlockians — William 
Beeson, BSI; Margaret Francine Morris, ASH and BSI; and Bullitt Lowry. 
The first official meeting of the Crew was on November 6, 1970. 

The Crew conducted 12 monthly virtual meetings by Zoom, which fol-
low a standardized format: Opening toast; Quiz on the story of the month; 
Discussion of the story, wonderfully led by Bob Katz, BSI; Announcements; 
Guest presentation; Lightning quiz; and Closing toast written by Rich 
Krisciunas on the Crew of the Barque Lone Star Society. 

On December 10, over 20 of the local members gathered to finally celebrate 
our 50th anniversary (pandemically delayed) at the home of one of the finer 
members, the Olsons. Mementos and memories abounded. 
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The Crew maintains a wonderful website, created by one of the members, 
Rusty Mason, and is considered one of the finest Sherlockian websites in the 
country. 

In November 2022, the Crew published its sixth annual book, The Rest of 
the Story, a compilation of 22 wonderful essays or pastiches by members which 
looked at where Watson left off, or left out, of the stories of the Canon. A free 
copy (.pdf, Kindle, Nook) can be found on our website. 

At the end of 2022, the Society has 269 members. 
For more information, please email Steve Mason at mason.steve8080@ 

gmail.com or visit our website at www.dfw-sherlock.org. 

The John Openshaw Society (Houston) — Brian Clark 

January 23, 2022  meeting via Zoom 

March 13, 2022 in-person play (An Evening with Sherlock Holmes at Theatre Suburbia) 

March 20, 2022  via Zoom 

May 22, 2022  via Zoom 

July 31, 2022  via Zoom  

September 18, 2022  via Zoom 

November 13, 2022  in-person brunch 

The Houston-focused BSI scion known as the John Openshaw Society 
(hereafter the “JOS”) was chartered in late 1980 by Dr. Thomas Harman 
and Dr. Warren Chaney. The group hosted regular meetings for many years, 
many of them frequented by up to fifty local members. Around 2011 the JOS 
experienced a renaissance courtesy of Ken Rozek with organizational support 
from Peter Blau, plus contributions from the original founders. Brian Clark 
assumed supervisory responsibilities as the so-called “First Pip” in 2016. 

For the JOS, 2022 continued the pandemic-initiated trend of mostly virtual 
meetings, but we also worked a few in-person events into the mix. Going for-
ward we plan to move to a more regular and stable schedule of virtual meet-
ings interspersed with in-person social events. In theory, this approach will 
enable us to stay in touch with the global Sherlockian community while lever-
aging the magic of web conferencing tools to host presentations without the 
pesky physical challenges of collapsing screens, incompatible projector cables, 
and amplification anomalies. Social events will be altogether social; deer-
stalkers optional. 

For posterity, here’s a quick rundown of the speakers at our 2022 meetings: 
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In January, our speaker Timothy Kline discussed his impressive collection 
of Sherlockian games, and our quiz covered “The Dancing Men.” 

In March, our members attended a matinee of An Evening with Sherlock 
Holmes staged by a local production company, Theatre Suburbia with our 
own Arnold Richie starring in the role of Sherlock. Following the play, 
around a dozen of us went to dinner with some of the cast. We also held a 
virtual meeting in March where guest speaker Cindy Brown regaled us with 
a discussion of the “Bad Guys I Love to Hate from the Sherlockian Canon.” 
Our quiz was over “The Solitary Cyclist.” 

May’s meeting brought the return of guest speaker Richard Krisciunas 
(of the Amateur Mendicant Society in Detroit, Michigan, among others) 
with another lawyerly lesson: he provided a criminal attorney’s point of view 
and evaluation of the probability of obtaining convictions in a number of 
Sherlock’s cases. Our quiz addressed “The Priory School.” 

During our July meeting, we featured the famous multi-scion and Moriarty-
focused Madeline Quiñones. She presented “Colonel Moran as a Watson” 
to our group, followed by a lively discussion. Our quiz was on “Black Peter.” 

In September, our own Jane Almquist took us through a “Trifles” episode 
from the I Hear of Sherlock Everywhere podcast, one talking about the Brit-
ish Monarchy — a minor tribute marking the passing of Queen Elizabeth. 
Our quiz for this meeting was over “Charles Augustus Milverton.” 

After numerous logistical complications, we decided to push our virtual 
meeting to December, and to make our November meeting an in-person 
social gathering. We took advantage of some lovely fall weather and enjoyed 
an animated Sunday afternoon brunch in the open, airy patio room at La 
Grange Cantina. 

And in December, our meeting featured eminent guest speaker Jerry 
Kegley (from the Case of the Curious Collectors) who took us through his 
presentation, “Men of Mystery.” We took a quiz on “The Six Napoleons.” 

For more information about the John Openshaw Society, please visit 
https://johnopenshaw.org/ or email Brian Clark at clarkbt@gmail.com. 

The Retired Colourman (Dallas) — Jim Webb 

January 5, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 

February 9, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 

March 9, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 

April 6, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 

May 4, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 
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June 8, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 

July 6, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 

August 10, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 

September 7, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 

October 5, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 

November 9, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 

December 7, 2022 Lunch the Londoner Pub 

The Retired Colourman of Dallas continues to meet on the Wednesday 
after the first Sunday of the month. The group is primarily the leadership 
team of the Barque Lone Star and serves as our planning team for both the 
monthly meetings and the upcoming symposium in May 2023 at Southern 
Methodist University. Everyone is invited to attend, but as it is a lunch 
meeting, the group is relatively small. 

The Diogenes Club of Dallas — Jim Webb 

The Diogenes Club of Dallas is dormant right now as COVID limited 
speaking to schools and groups last year. Hopefully, we will pick back up this 
year. 

VERMONT 
The Baker Street Breakfast Club (Bennington) — Jeff Bradway 

January 6, 2022 Zoom Birthday Celebration: Favorite Canonical Story 

February 12, 2022 Zoom discussion of The Valley of Fear 

March 12, 2022 Zoom discussion of “Wisteria Lodge” 

May 21, 2022 Zoom discussion of “The Cardboard Box” 

July 16, 2022 In-person discussion of “The Bruce-Partington Plans” 

September 10, 2022 In-person discussion of The Seven-Per-Cent Solution 

November 19, 2022 In-person discussion of Good Night, Mr. Holmes 

The Baker Street Breakfast Club was founded in 1990 and became a scion 
of the Baker Street Irregulars that same year. Sally Sugarman was its founding 
Gasogene; Jeff Bradway succeeded her in December, 2020. All that is required 
for membership is one or more of the following qualities: devotion to “the 
best and wisest man whom I have ever known”; skills as a cook, a sense of 
humor, a knowledge of the Canon and/or aspirations to become a Sherlockian 
scholar, and some “art in the blood.” 
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This year, we decided to begin meeting every other month. In good 
weather, we have been meeting outdoors at a member’s home; otherwise, we 
have met at our local Unitarian-Universalist Meeting House. We also decided 
to move our meetings earlier in the day; so, instead of potluck dinners, we have 
afternoon appetizer meetings. Another change is that we have started to dis-
cuss some of the major pastiches in addition to stories from the Canon. In the 
new year, our January brunch will feature screening of a couple of the shorter 
Sherlock Holmes films, one with Peter Cushing, one with Douglas Wilmer. 

Our quarterly newsletter, Groans, Cries and Bleatings, which goes out to 
160 Sherlockians, continues to be published. Sadly, our Editor Irregular, Joe 
Cutshall-King, passed away in early October. Jeff Bradway took over edito-
rial duties (adopting the title, “Editor Slightly Irregular”), and our faithful 
contributors continue to supply excellent content. Another early member of 
our group, and one of the newsletter’s co-founders, Steve Seitz, also passed 
away. Steve was also author of a number of Sherlockian pastiches. Since the 
passing of Sally Sugarman, our Facebook page has been without a central 
driving force, but people continue to contribute to it. We are contemplating 
retiring our website, along with our dues, most of which went to pay for the 
website. 

The majority of the year’s meetings were held via Zoom, but in the second 
half of the year, we did begin to meet in person once again. Since COVID, 
our numbers have dwindled to a devoted few. We are trying different formats, 
subjects of discussion, games and other activities to bring renewed interest in 
our meetings.  

If you would like to learn about our activities, please contact Jeff Bradway 
at jeffry.bradway@gmail.com. He will add you to the mailing list for our 
newsletter. 

WASHINGTON, DC 
The Red Circle (Washington, DC) — Carla Kaessinger Coupe 

March 26, 2022  Spring meeting. Speaker: Jerry Margolin 

June 4, 2022 Summer meeting with Sub-Librarians. Speaker: Marsha Pollak 

October 1, 2022  Autumn meeting. Speaker: Dan Stashower 

December 17, 2022  Winter meeting. Speaker: Ashley Polasek 

Founded in 1950 by Karen Kruse, Patricia Parkman, Dorothy Bissonette, 
and Svend Petersen, The Red Circle of Washington, DC flourished for a few 
years before losing its leadership and going dormant. Peter E. Blau revived 
The Red Circle in 1970 and established a schedule of quarterly gatherings, 
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which shift between meeting at a restaurant in the DC area and being held 
virtually. Alan Rettig’s production expertise and Peter’s excellent emceeing 
ensure that both versions of our meetings run smoothly. Video of many of 
our speakers is available at www.redcircledc.org. 

Jerry Margolin’s “Art in His Blood” online presentation at the March 26 
Red Circle meeting was well-received, with many questions and comments 
from the audience. A rotating gallery from his collection is available on The 
Red Circle website under Jerry’s Gems. Thank you, Jerry, for generously 
sharing your collection. 

The District ChopHouse and Brewery hosted The Red Circle’s joint 
meeting with the Sub-Librarians Scion, which took place in June, during 
the American Library Association’s annual meeting in Washington, DC. 
Speaker Marsha Pollak’s talk was entitled “By The Book: The where-are-we-
this-year world where Holmes and the library universe intersect.” 

On October 1, multi-award-winning author and Red Circle member Dan 
Stashower gave us many remarkable insights into his new book, American 
Demon: Eliot Ness and the Hunt for America’s Jack the Ripper. Dan’s online 
presentation generated enthusiastic audience comments and questions. 

The Red Circle returned to Alfio’s La Trattoria for our winter meeting 
with speaker Ashley Polasek. Her topic was “Ken Ludwig’s ‘Moriarty’: Work-
shopping a Textbook of Friendship.” Much to everyone’s delight, Ken Ludwig 
also attended, and joined in the Q&A session after Ashley’s talk. 

For more information on The Red Circle and on our upcoming events, 
please visit our website at www.redcircledc.org. If you would like to be on 
our mailing list, just send a message to peter@redcircledc.org. 

WISCONSIN 
The Notorious Canary-Trainers (Madison) — Max Magee 

January 2, 2022 Holmes Birthday Celebration at Benvenuto’s Italian Grill 

January 16, 2022 Discussion of The Sign of the Four, Chapters 7-12 

February 20, 2022 Discussion of “A Scandal in Bohemia” 

March 20, 2022 Discussion of “The Red Headed League” 

April 17, 2022 Discussion of “A Case of Identity” 

May 15, 2022 Discussion of “The Boscombe Valley Mystery” 

June 19, 2022 Discussion of “The Five Orange Pips” 

July 17, 2022 Discussion of “The Man with the Twisted Lip” 

August 21, 2022 Discussion of “The Blue Carbuncle” 
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September 18, 2022 Discussion of “The Speckled Band” 

October 16, 2022 Discussion of “The Engineer’s Thumb” 

November 20, 2022 Discussion of “The Noble Bachelor” 

December 18, 2022 Discussion of “The Beryl Coronet” 

The Sherlock Holmes society known as the Notorious Canary-Trainers 
was founded in April 1969 by Sherlock Holmes enthusiasts in the Madison 
area. We meet on the third Sunday of each month to discuss a story and any 
announcements of note. Meetings in 2022 were held virtually, using video-
conferencing software, until the summer. After that, we switched to a hybrid 
model where we would meet in person at either the Fitchburg Public Library 
or Memorial United Church of Christ in Fitchburg, with a virtual component 
added for any member who wanted to join in that fashion.  

Our social reading/movie-watching offshoot, the Comrades of the Order, 
completed reading the Raffles short stories by E.W. Hornung. We then be-
gan reading Dorothy Sayers’ Lord Peter Wimsey stories, starting with dis-
cussion of Whose Body? in August. That project continues this year. A subset 
of folks also christened a new scion of the Sherlockians Preventing Oysters 
Destroying the Earth (SPODE) — known as “Cap’n Basil’s Mignonettes” 
— in June at Sardine (restaurant) in Madison.  

A few members watched and had lively discussions about the Knives Out 
sequel, Glass Onion, via email threads. In October, a contingent read A Night 
in the Lonesome October together; this is the second year our members have 
followed that schedule. In 2023, we again plan to read one chapter each night 
in October. 

Max, Johanna, and Barry enjoyed the conference held by the Norwegian 
Explorers to celebrate the opening of the International Exhibition of Sherlock 
Holmes at the Minnesota History Center. Soon thereafter, Diane and Max 
visited the Alcuin Library at St. John’s College to view the St. John’s Bible 
(a monumental work of art and faith) and then went back to Saint Paul to 
attend the Norwegian Explorers’ Annual Dinner and Business meeting. The 
featured speaker was Sherlockian collector Glen Miranker, who gave a talk 
exploring the differences between the first American editions of The Hound 
of the Baskervilles and one singular item in his collection. 

Diane also traveled to London and other locales in England and sent back 
correspondence of her epic walking tours, many with Sherlockian connections, 
that we all enjoyed vicariously. Glen traveled with his son to Edinburgh — 
where he reported that their Sherlock Holmes statue was still in storage—
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and London, where they visited the SH Pub, and toured filming locations of 
BBC Sherlock in a black cab (unfortunately not a Hansom). 

Our group corresponds online at NCT1969@googlegroups.com, and 2022 
saw the debut of our first website in several decades, CanaryTrainers.com, 
and the creation of our scion’s first lapel pin (as far as we know). 

The Original Tree Worshippers of Rock County (Janesville) — Resa Haile 

March 12, 2022 View: John Barrymore Sherlock Holmes 

May 14, 2022 Sherlock Holmes documentary, The Real Sherlock Holmes 

July 9, 2022 Story: “The Devil’s Foot”; Listen: “The Devil’s Foot” radio play with 
Tom Conway and Nigel Bruce 

August 6, 2022 View: “Back of the Mike” — video on sound effects for radio show; 
Story: “The Priory School”; Listen: “The Priory School” with Clive 
Merrison and Michael Williams 

September 10, 2022 Stories: “The Problem of Thor Bridge” / “The Illustrious Client” 

October 10, 2022 View: Granada versions of “The Problem of Thor Bridge” / “The 
Illustrious Client” 

November 5, 2022 Stories: “The Adventure of Black Peter” / “The Adventure of the 
Cardboard Box”; Watch: Granada: “The Cardboard Box” / “The Blue 
Carbuncle”; Additional Reading Material: “The Cardboard Box” 
(from About Sixty) by Resa Haile; “She Blessed the Hand: The Case 
of the Defiant Daughter” by Sonia Fetherston (from Villains, Victims, 
and Violets) 

December 4, 2022 Holiday party at Linda’s house 

The Original Tree Worshippers of Rock County was co-founded in 2010 
by Resa Haile and Gayle Lange Puhl. Gayle gave a Sherlockian talk at the 
Hedberg Public Library prior to our first meeting, gaining us early members. 
Our scion’s name is a reference to “The Empty House,” as one of the books 
carried by the “poor bibliophile” in that story is The Origin of Tree Worship. 
This was a name I selected in my teen years from my prodigious if often 
unoriginal list of possible scion names, and it was a great joy to meet Gayle 
so we could make it a reality. (I once received an email from someone wanting 
to know whether we were a pagan group. We are not, but we welcome pagans 
and anyone else with an interest in Sherlock Holmes.) Our group has met 
monthly, with occasional exceptions, since its first meeting on May 22, 2010; 
auspiciously, but not coincidentally, this was Conan Doyle’s birthday. Our 
meetings officially begin at 2:21 p.m.; the room is open at 2 for pre-meeting 
socializing. 
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Following the Original Tree Worshippers’ own version of the Great Hiatus, 
we met again in March of 2022 to watch the John Barrymore version of Sher-
lock Holmes. Our hiatus was somewhat shorter than Holmes’, from February 
of 2020 till a holiday party in December of 2021. In January/February of 
2022, some of us attended the Beloit Civic Theatre production of “The Game’s 
Afoot,” a comic mystery that took place at William Gillette’s country estate, 
with Gillette stepping into the role of detective. 

We returned to regular monthly meetings in May. This would tradition-
ally be the month for our special meeting to look at some of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s non-Sherlock Holmes works, but, as we were just getting started 
again, we postponed that subject until May of 2023. Instead, we watched a 
Sherlock Holmes documentary provided by member Linda Robinson. 

This is our second run through the stories, and we have continued our pre-
pandemic method on this run of discussing two stories in juxtaposition to 
each other and/or in comparison to an adaptation or adaptations. 

We read “The Devil’s Foot” and listened to a radio version with Tom 
Conway and Nigel Bruce in July, and in June read “The Priory School” and 
listened to the Clive Merrison-Michael Williams radio version. We also 
watched “Back of the Mike,” a short film on the creation of radio sound ef-
fects, which we all found quite interesting. This was also provided by Linda. 

In September, we discussed “Thor Bridge” and “The Illustrious Client,” 
two stories each with a pair of women who were in opposition. We watched 
the Granada adaptations the following month. In November, our readings 
were “Black Peter” and “The Cardboard Box,” two tales of bad-tempered 
seafaring men. We also watched Granada’s version of “The Cardboard Box,” 
which, since it had moved the time of the story from “a blazing hot day in 
August” to Christmastime, inspired an impromptu viewing of their version 
of “Blue Carbuncle.” We had supplementary readings for this meeting: my 
“Cardboard Box” essay from About Sixty: Why Every Sherlock Holmes Story Is 
the Best, and “She Blessed the Hand: The Case of the Defiant Daughter” by 
Sonia Fetherston from Villains, Victims, and Violets: Agency and Feminism in 
the Original Sherlock Holmes Canon. 

In December, we met at Linda Robinson’s Victorian home for a holiday 
celebration. Linda provided several presents and we all had a lovely time. 
We are looking forward to more Sherlockian scholarship and fun in 2023. 

You can contact us via email through reloha@gmail.com. We are also at 
https://rocksherlockotw.blogspot.com/ and on Facebook at www.facebook.com 
/OTW.RockSherlock/. 
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OTHER 
The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes — Evelyn Herzog 

January 12, 2022 Birthday Weekend ASH Wednesday 

January 16, 2022 Birthday Weekend Sunday Brunch 

February 2, 2022 ASH Wednesday 

March 2, 2022 ASH Wednesday 

April 6, 2022 ASH Wednesday 

May 4, 2022 ASH Wednesday 

May 28, 2022 Spring Luncheon 

June 1, 2022 ASH Wednesday 

July 6, 2022 ASH Wednesday 

August 3, 2022 ASH Wednesday 

September 7, 2022 ASH Wednesday 

October 12, 2022 ASH Wednesday 

November 2, 2022 ASH Wednesday 

November 12, 2022 Autumn Luncheon 

December 7, 2022 ASH Wednesday 

The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes, still reflecting the spirit of its 
founders in the 1960s, made a further return to in-person celebrations in 2022.  

The 2022 NYC Birthday Weekend included both the traditional ASH 
Wednesday dinner hosted by Ira Matetsky on January 12 and Sunday brunch 
hosted by Tamar Zeffren and Tiffany Knight on Sunday, January 16, and 
editors Heather Holloway and Crystal Noll provided the year’s Birthday 
Edition of The Serpentine Muse for the Friday dinner packets. 

The effects of the past years’ disturbances interrupted The Serpentine Muse’s 
publishing schedule. Crystal and Heather (with proofreader Evelyn) published 
only the fourth issue of Vol. 37 during 2022, a lively issue showcasing the 
group’s members and friends. 

The monthly ASH Wednesday informal gatherings in Manhattan held 
on the first Wednesday of every month (other than January) continued to be 
held throughout the year under the guidance of Ira Matetsky, then of Jen 
Kneeland and Shana Carter. 

ASH’s 2022 Spring Meeting was held on Saturday, May 28, at Tony’s di 
Napoli East Side location in NYC. We first honored the lives of our late 
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members Allan Devitt, Paulette Greene, Priscilla Ridgway, and Edwin Van 
der Flaes. Then to the program, which began with our customary toasts, offered 
by Mickey Fromkin (Queen Victoria), Dana Cameron (Irene Adler), Bob and 
Alex Katz (Sherlock Holmes), Dan Friedman (John Watson), Michael Bush 
(Arthur Conan Doyle), and Ira Matetsky (Friendship). There followed some 
toasts to Canonical brides, brides-to-be, and former brides by Greg Darak 
(Mary Morstan), Jen Kneeland (Clotilde Lothman von Saxe-Meningen), 
Shana Carter (Violet Smith), and Marilynne McKay (Hatty Doran). Dana 
Richards spoke about the forthcoming BSI book My Scientific Methods, which 
he edited. Then we turned to themed toasts on Canonical mothers, firstly a 
pair of toasts in verse read by Ev Herzog in the absence of their author, Sandy 
Kozinn (Mrs. Hudson and Mrs. Holmes, the mother of Mycroft and Sher-
lock), then toasts by Chris Zordan (the unnamed wife of Robert Ferguson), 
Margaret Fleesak (the Duchess of Holdernesse), and Karen Wilson (Mrs. 
James Windibank). The afternoon finished with ASH’s traditional songs. 

On Saturday, November 12, ASH met again at Tony’s for our 2022 Au-
tumn Meeting. Evelyn was unable to attend because of ill health, so Ira 
Matetsky and Mickey Fromkin served as hosts, welcoming the diners and 
directing the program. We commemorated the loss of ASH members June 
Kinnee and Richard Wein, as well as Arthur Liebman, the husband of ASH 
Joyce Ann Liebman. We then celebrated the addition of six new members: 
Cynthia Brown, Maria Fleischhack, Nancy Holder, Mark Jones, Richard 
Krisciunas, and Kathryn Piffat. Our customary toasts were delivered by Mickey 
Fromkin (Queen Victoria and the late Queen Elizabeth II), Becky Robare 
(Sherlock Holmes), Bruce Harris (John Watson), Hal Glatzer (Arthur Conan 
Doyle), and Francine and Dick Kitts (Friendship). Kate Karlson gave us a 
talk entitled “Miss Burnet Does the Right Thing” and Will Walsh went “In 
search of … Wilhelm Gottsreich Sigismond von Ormstein.” We concluded 
with a set of toasts, some of which picked up the theme of royalty, by Al 
Gregory (Kings Charles I, II, and III), Burt Wolder (A Long Undersung 
Woman in the Canon: Brenda Tregennis), Marina Stajic (Canonical Felines), 
and Karen Wilson (Prince Albert). For this one occasion, we omitted ASH’s 
closing songs, to give us a little extra time for farewells and to thwart any 
scurrilous Covid or head-cold germs that might have been lurking. 

More information about Adventuresses and related topics can be found 
on our website, https://ash-nyc.com, under the direction of Liza Potts of 
Michigan State University. 
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Clients of Adrian Mulliner — Elaine Coppola 

January 8, 2022 Junior Bloodstain in advance of the BSI Weekend 

October 21, 2022 Senior Bloodstain at The Wodehouse Society Convention 

Founded in 1993, the Clients are a scion of the Baker Street Irregulars 
(BSI) and a chapter of The Wodehouse Society. Anyone who is interested 
in both Sherlock Holmes and the writings of P.G. Wodehouse is welcome to 
join us. We take our name from Mr. Mulliner’s nephew Adrian who was a 
detective and a member of the detectives’ club called the Senior Bloodstain. 
He is featured in two Mr. Mulliner stories: “The Smile that Wins” and 
“From a Detective’s Notebook” by P.G. Wodehouse. 

There is no membership application or fee and we meet only on the fol-
lowing occasions: during (or virtually around the time of) the annual Baker 
Street Irregulars festivities in New York City each January (Junior Bloodstain); 
and during the biennial Wodehouse Society convention (Senior Bloodstain). 

On Saturday, January 8, 2022, a Junior Bloodstain was held at 11 a.m. EST 
via Zoom in advance of the BSI weekend. Aficionados of Sherlock Holmes 
and the stories of P.G. Wodehouse met to discuss an early short story by 
Wodehouse: “The Adventure of the Split Infinitive.” This work, published 
in the Public School Magazine, March 1902, features Wotsing and Burdock 
Rose and was enjoyed for its many Sherlockian references and great humor.  

On Friday, October 21, 2022, a Senior Bloodstain was held at 9:30 a.m. 
in the U.S. Grant Hotel during the “Where in the World is Pelham? San 
Diego!”: The Wodehouse Society Convention. A congenial gathering of 
enthusiasts of Sherlock Holmes and the stories of P.G. Wodehouse enjoyed 
reading and discussing “The Adventure of the Missing Bee.” This amusing 
pastiche featuring Holmes and Watson was written by Wodehouse and pub-
lished in Vanity Fair (UK), December 1, 1904. 

The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the American Library 
Association — Marsha L. Pollak 

June 24, 2022 Annual meeting  

Founded by John Bennett Shaw and Howard Haycraft, the Sub-
Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the American Library As-
sociation was established in 1967. It is the oldest profession-oriented scion 
related to Sherlock Holmes. Traditionally, the Sub-Librarians meet at the 
Annual American Library Association (ALA) conference, which changes its 
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venue every year. Local Sherlockian scions are invited to mix and mingle, 
sharing their common interest with those in the library field. 

The Society’s name was inspired by a passage from “The Illustrious Client” 
in which Doctor Watson said: “Finally I drove to the London Library in St. 
James’s Square, put the matter to my friend Lomax, the sub-librarian, and 
departed to my rooms with a goodly volume under my arm.” 

The Sub-Librarians and The Red Circle of Washington, DC had a joint 
dinner meeting on June 24 at the District ChopHouse & Brewery. It was the 
Sub-Librarians 44th (irregular) annual meeting and we celebrated the 90th 
birthday of Peter Blau. Marsha Pollak spoke on “By the Book: The Where-
Are-We-This-Year Universe Where Sherlock Holmes and the Library World 
Intersect.” 

Toasts focusing on librarians were given by Ira Matetsky, David Richards 
and Michael Dirda while traditional Sub-Librarians toasts were given to: 
Lomax, the Sub-Librarian of the London Library by George H. Scheetz; Sher-
lock Holmes, Bookman and Special Librarian by Beth L. Gallego; Dr. Hill 
Barton, Library Patron by Rodney N. Henshaw (in absentia); Baron Gruner, 
Collector by Marsha L. Pollak; and Kitty Winter, a Wronged Woman by 
Christy Allen (in absentia). 

Dana Richards presented us with a library-themed quiz, and we closed 
the program with a reading of Vincent Starrett’s poem 221B.  

Marsha, who has guided the Sub-Librarians Scion for the past 40 years and 
shared those responsibilities for several years with George Scheetz, announced 
the leadership of the Scion is changing. Christy Allen, the group’s website 
administrator from Furman University Libraries, and Beth L. Gallego from 
Los Angeles Public Library, form the new team at the top. 

We thank The Red Circle for local arrangements and CORE: Leader-
ship Infrastructure Futures, a division of the American Library Association, 
for their sponsorship. The Sub-Librarians will meet in June 2023 in Chicago 
during the ALA Conference.  

Please visit our website: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/sublibrarians/. 

Frederic Dorr Steele Memorial, Inc. — Burt Wolder 

February 10, 2022 Board Meeting 

April 4, 2022  Board Meeting 

December 8, 2022 Annual Meeting, Board Meeting 

The organization’s primary initiative in 2022 was to increase awareness 
through an eight-page publication about Steele’s work with Everybody’s 
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Magazine, using rarely-seen illustrations for eight short stories featuring 
E.W. Hornung’s Crime Doctor. The essay by Andrew Malec also described 
Steele’s role as art director of the magazine. Three hundred copies were 
printed; two hundred were distributed to the Baker Street Irregulars on 
January 6, 2023, with a souvenir bookmark. Remaining copies will be 
shared with donors who did not otherwise receive a copy, and used to 
inform new audiences about Frederic Dorr Steele. 

In September 2022 Harrison Hunt shared new photographs showing 
the general condition of Steele’s gravesite and the cemetery. While the 
Steele plot is receiving cursory mowing, older areas of the cemetery are 
overgrown, due to cemetery staff shortages attributable to the pandemic. 
The cemetery is challenged to keep up with burials and minor maintenance, 
and continues to be unresponsive to our requests to schedule a memorial 
event at the gravesite. In 2023 we will contract with a local landscaper to 
provide services which are not provided by the cemetery, including ongoing 
care and landscaping for the gravesite. 

We are planning additional fundraising for new projects in 2023, in-
cluding: additional publications on an annual basis; symposia about 
Steele’s place in the “golden age” of illustration, and his life and work; 
historical markers and a bench or tree at the Steele gravesite; donations 
to collections for conservation and display of Steele works; a traveling 
exhibit about Steele’s life and work; potential purchases of Steele works, 
for donation to appropriate collections. 

In December, we welcomed Dr. Richard Sveum to the organization’s 
Board of Directors. Looking ahead, Mr. Hunt will produce a tombstone 
rubbing, weather permitting, for auction as part of our fundraising initia-
tives. The FDSMI website is in development, with a launch projected 
for the first quarter, 2023. 

The Fourth Garrideb — Greg D. Ruby 

August 18, 2022 Numismatic Friends of Sherlock Holmes dinner 

The Fourth Garrideb had a slow year in 2022 but still managed to hold its 
annual Numismatic Friends of Sherlock Holmes dinner during the World’s 
Fair of Money by the American Numismatic Association in Chicago, Illinois 
on August 18, 2022, which was enjoyed by 9 attendees. You can stay in touch 
with us at our website (https://FourthGarrideb.com), on Facebook (www.face 
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book.com/FourthGarrideb) or on Twitter (@SherlockBMore) or by joining 
our email list by sending an email to Greg@FourthGarrideb.com. 

The Beacon Society — Carla Kaessinger Coupe 

January 5, 2022 Public Meeting 

Despite the challenges of the pandemic, the Beacon Society has been 
able to continue its mission of bringing the Canon to young people through 
a variety of new and established programs. More information on all of the 
programs and activities described is available at the Beacon Society website: 
www.beaconsociety.com. 

The Susan Z. Diamond Beacon Award is given to an individual or or-
ganization that successfully introduces young people to Sherlock Holmes. In 
addition to a certificate and a cash award of $221, the recipient receives sub-
scriptions to The Baker Street Journal and The Serpentine Muse. The 2022 
award was presented to Anna Behrens of Keene, New Hampshire. 

We are always interested in receiving nominations for future Beacon 
Awards. If you know of an individual or society that has worked to bring 
Sherlock Holmes to young people, please send in your nomination by No-
vember 15. 

This past year, the Beacon Society awarded eleven Jan Stauber Grants to 
organizations and individuals. These grants help educators fund their Sher-
lock-Holmes-related programs. Beginning in 2023, the maximum grant 
request will increase to $1,000. 

We also focus on students through the R. Joel Senter, Sr. Memorial Essay 
Contest, which accepts Sherlockian essays in three age categories. Not only 
do the winners receive plaques and cash prizes, their essays are collected into 
a pdf and are available to download. The two top high school essays are in-
cluded in Belanger Books’ new collection Steel True, Blade Straight. 

Our quarterly gazette Sherlock’s Spotlight is directed at younger readers, 
and includes story synopses and short articles about characters in the Canon 
and life in Victorian England, as well as puzzles, mazes, and other fun ac-
tivities. Issues are available to download. 

We encourage young Sherlockians to join the Junior Sherlockian Society. 
They can earn their deerstalker and magnifying glass by completing 221B 
activities to explore (2), experience (2), and extend (1), and then “B” recog-
nized. Specifics are available at www.juniorsherlockian.com.  

Adult Sherlockians can test their mettle by taking the Fortescue Scholar-
ship Honours Program examinations and receiving appropriate degrees: 
Baccalaureatus Scientia in Sherlockiana, Artium Magister in Sherlockiana, 
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and Doctorate in Sherlockiana. If you’ve already completed these examina-
tions, you can continue your education by taking the recertification exam.  

For Sherlockians looking to create or join a society, our interactive map 
and hints on forming a society will be useful. We also have write-ups on 
several societies, as well as some newsletters and other periodicals. You can 
find Sherlockians all over the globe! 

Our Library Display Program helps Sherlockian societies set up display 
cases at their local libraries. These boxes will contain a variety of Sherlockian 
items that can form the foundation of a display, which the society can then 
customize with items on loan from their members. Several scions and societies 
have already taken advantage of this program. 

We’re very proud to announce our newest website update: a comprehen-
sive look at the stories in the Canon. This resource contains general and 
story-specific information that’s useful to Sherlockians from newbies to sea-
soned veterans. All of the information is easily accessible and available in one 
convenient place. 

None of these programs and activities would be possible without our do-
nors, for whom we are immensely grateful. Their generosity and support 
enable the Beacon Society to flourish and spread the joy of reading about 
Sherlock Holmes, as well as watching television and movie adaptations, lis-
tening to radio versions, and following in the intellectual and detectival foot-
steps of the Master. 

Bouchercon — Richard Sveum 

September 10, 2022 53rd Bouchercon 

Bouchercon, the World Mystery Convention named in honor of Anthony 
Boucher, the distinguished mystery fiction critic, editor, author, and noted 
Sherlockian, was held at the Minneapolis Hilton Hotel. Sherlockians at-
tending gathered for a dinner at J.D. Hoyt’s Supper Club organized by Les 
Klinger. Bouchercon traditionally has a Shelockian Panel moderated by Peter 
Blau, who chaired the 1980 convention in Washington, DC. Richard Sveum 
moderated the 2022 Sherlockian Panel titled “Elementary: Sherlock Holmes.” 
The panel consisted of a doctor, two PhDs, a lawyer and a theologian. Authors 
on the panel included: Dana Cameron, Laurie R. King, Leslie S. Klinger, and 
Liese Sherwood-Fabre. Panelists discussed how Sherlock Holmes changed 
crime fiction and criminal investigation and then focused on the question of 
whether the Sherlock Holmes stories are mysteries or adventures. The audi-
ence then engaged the panel in a lively Q&A session.  
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Bouchercon poster by (and copyright by) John Thomas Bychowski. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tim Johnson presenting “Mr. Holmes Comes to Minnesota: A Study in Maroon and 
Gold.” Photo by Monica Schmidt. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

The Timeless Sherlock Holmes — Richard Sveum 

October 22, 2022 Sherlockian conference in St. Paul, MN 

The Minnesota Historical Society is hosting Sherlock Holmes: The Exhi-
bition at the Minnesota History Center from October 2022 through April 2, 
2023. For the opening, the Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota, the Friends 
of the Sherlock Holmes Collections, and the University of Minnesota Libraries 
Sherlock Holmes Collections presented a mini-conference, emceed by Dick 
Sveum. Julie McKuras introduced New York Times bestselling author Dan 
Stashower who spoke on, “A Study in Splatter: Behind the Scenes of the 
International Exhibition of Sherlock Holmes.” Matthew Dacy’s (Mayo Clinic) 
talk, “Dr. Philip S. Hench at the Mayo Clinic and in the Company of Sher-
lock Holmes” and included the movie Finding Substance X: The Team 
That Discovered Cortisone. Tim Johnson, the E.W. McDiarmid Curator of 
the Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of Minnesota, presented 
“Mr. Holmes Comes to Minnesota: A Study in Maroon and Gold.” Tom 
Gottwalt, President of the Norwegian Explorers, introduced Steven Swen-
son from the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension who spoke about 
“Forensic Science and Sherlock: The Exhibition.” He transformed the audi- 
 



SHERLOCK IN THE U.S.A. 2022 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   136 

Top: Dan Stashower delivers “A Study in Splatter: Behind the Scenes of the Interna-
tional Exhibition of Sherlock Holmes.” Below: Jeffrey Hatcher thrills the crowd with 
“Sherlock Holmes on Stage and Screen.” Photos by Monica Schmidt. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

torium into a crime scene and in real time illustrated the forensic technology 
at work. The final speaker was playwright and screenwriter Jeffrey Hatcher 
speaking on “Sherlock Holmes on Stage and Screen” was introduced by 
Monica Schmidt. Following the talks, the conferees had the opportunity to 
view Sherlock Holmes: The Exhibition. The exhibition was created in Min-
nesota in 2012 by Exhibits Development Group and Geoffrey M. Curley 
with the Conan Doyle Estate Limited and opened in Portland, OR at the 
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry in October 2013. The tour has 
taken the exhibit across the US and to Australia before finally coming home 
to Minnesota.  
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“Data, Data, Data!” from the International Exhibition of Sherlock Holmes. 
Photo by Monica Schmidt. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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SHERLOCK ON THE WEB 2022 
FIVE MILES FROM ANYWHERE 

Derrick Belanger* 

ive Miles from Anywhere is an international Scion Society that formed 
in May of 2020. The group was created specifically as a monthly vir-
tual discussion group to help Sherlockians across the globe feel more 

connected during the covid-19 pandemic. The group was started by Derrick 
Belanger and includes board members from around the world including Jay 
Ganguly, BSI (India), Steve Emecz (United Kingdom), Stephen Herczeg 
(Australia), and Brian Belanger (United States). In August 2020, the group 
officially became a Scion Society of the Baker Street Irregulars. The group 
meets the first Saturday of every month at noon Eastern time and discusses a 
Sherlock Holmes adventure. Sometimes the discussion is around a story from 
the Canon and other times it is around a pastiche or a Sherlockian topic. 
We had ten meetings in 2022. We took a summer break in June and July. 
The talks in 2022 were as follows: 

January — Presentation by Anna Behrens on the play Trifles and its con-
nections to “The Abbey Grange” with special guests Catherine Behrens, and 
Veda Crewe from The Edge Ensemble Theatre Company. 

February — Panel Discussion on “What makes for a great Sherlock 
Holmes villain?” with Shana Carter, Jay Ganguly, Madeline Quiñones, and 
Rob Nunn. 

March — Steve Mason gave a talk on his Sherlockian autograph collection. 
April — Robin Rowles gave us a virtual version of his London tour of 

“The Red Headed League.” 
May — Hal Glatzer gave a talk on the “Doyle Dozen,” Sir Arthur’s list 

of his top 12 Sherlock Holmes stories. 
August — Derrick Belanger gave a talk entitled, “62 is True! The Case 

for an Expanded Canon.” 
September — Johanna Draper Carlson gave a presentation on her Sherlock 

Comics Website 
October — Presentation from some of the contributors to the book The 

Monstrum Opus of Sherlock Holmes, edited by Rob Nunn and Brad Keefauver. 
November — An interview and Question and Answer session with 

Charles Prepolec and J.R. Campbell for their Gaslight Sherlock Holmes series. 

                                                                                                         
* Derrick Belanger is the founder of Belanger Books (https://belangerbooks.com/) and of Five Miles 
from Anywhere: An International Sherlock Holmes Society. 
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December — An interview with author Bonnie MacBird on her Sherlock 
Holmes Christmas novel, What Child is This? 

All of the 2022 Five Miles from Anywhere meetings were recorded and 
are now available on our Youtube channel at www.youtube.com/channel/ 
UC0msAhK3Awcs5cpXOj4zJ4A. 

HOUNDS OF THE INTERNET 
Alexander E. Braun* 

he Hounds of the Internet has been in existence since 1992. A rec-
ognized scion society of the Baker Street Irregulars, our membership 
is an international mix of enthusiastic admirers of Sherlock Holmes, 

the world’s first consulting detective, as well as of his friend and biographer, 
Doctor John H. Watson. 

Our members (now 190+) are of all ages, nationalities, and backgrounds. 
Every week they receive a newsletter focusing upon one of the 60 canonical 
cases. This leads to spirited discussions not only of the cases themselves, but 
about the almost mythical long-lost London and world and times of Holmes 
and Watson. These exchanges extend to various subjects, such as the forensic 
science of the time and the interaction between the various classes making 
up Victorian society. The topics are varied: What did some of the unpublished 
cases involve? Did Holmes have a shower installed at 221B? What were 
some of the recipes in Mrs. Hudson’s cuisine? What kinds of firearms are 
mentioned in the Canon? How common were airguns during those times? 
What kind of tunnel did John Clay dig under the streets of London to get to 
the Coburg branch of the City and Suburban Bank? And many, many more. 

There are also ongoing evaluations of the various pastiches, movies, pro-
grams, and the many other subjects that would fall within the Sherlockian 
and Holmesian’s pursuit of the Great Game. 

The current list owner, Alexander E. Braun, arranged to have our society 
hosted by the University of Edinburgh, a very suitable location in view of the 
fact that it is Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s alma mater. 

Members of The Hounds of the Internet pay no membership fees. If you 
wish to join us in the Great Game email our Master of Hounds, Alexander E. 
Braun at courageousmurray@aol.com, telling him a little about yourself and 
how you first met the Great Detective and his friend and biographer. 

 

                                                                                                         
* Alexander E. Braun is “Murray, the Courageous Orderly” in the Hounds of the Internet. Copyright 
2023 Alexander E. Braun. 
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THE MONTAGUE STREET INCORRIGIBLES 
Brad Keefauver* 

he Montague Street Incorrigibles meet only once each year, on the 
evening corresponding with the Baker Street Irregulars’ celebration 
of Sherlock Holmes’s birthday, as a Zoom alternative for those who 

can’t travel or otherwise wish to spend six hours or so in the company of their 
fellow Sherlockians on a Friday night. 

Our initial Dangling Prussian virtual pub night took place on January 14, 
2022, with Sherlockian jazz interludes by Josh Harvey, the puppetry of Mary 
O’Reilly and the Bovestrians of Ragged Shaw (a Sherlockian society entirely 
comprised of puppet animals), the stand-up comedy of Professor Presbury, 
the Soup Plate Medal awards to Canonical characters, and the swearing-in 
induction ceremony for new Montague Street Incorrigibles for the class of 
1895. (Since it’s always 1895 at the Dangling Prussian, by decades old tradi-
tion, every year’s new members start in the same year, making them all equal 
in seniority.) Conversation is what carries the group through the long even-
ing, however, and our thirty-nine attendees did much of that. Late in the 
evening our agents in New York reported in on what was going on there, 
and eventually we called it a night, having spent a good Sherlockian evening 
even if unable to travel to the traditional spots. 

Lovely certificates designed by Madeline Quiñones were sent out in PDF 
form to all the new members in the days that followed. For more information 
on the Montague Street Incorrigibles and their next annual January meeting, 
contact bradkeefauver@comcast.net. 

THE SHERLOCKIAN CHRONOLOGIST GUILD 
Brad Keefauver* 

he Sherlockian Chronologist Guild is the world’s only Sherlockian 
society dedicated entirely to the study of John H. Watson’s dates and 
finding the one true order of the sixty stories of the Canon. The 

group is entirely based around its monthly PDF newsletter, Timeline, which 
is particularly amenable to the three-hole punch, and the email discussions it 
inspires between our members. 

                                                                                                         
* Brad Keefauver is, most recently, the author of Holmes in an Hour or Two, and runs the Montague 
Street Incorrigibles and the Sherlockian Chronologist Guild. 
* Brad Keefauver is still, most recently, the author of Holmes in an Hour or Two, and still runs the 
Montague Street Incorrigibles and the Sherlockian Chronologist Guild. 
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The year 2022 began with Vincent Wright’s discovery of the first Sher-
lockian chronologist, Helen Elizabeth Wilson, whose 1898 work “The Life 
of Sherlock Holmes” elevated her to the role of the guild’s patron saint. In 
April, members were treated to Brad Keefauver’s printable Sherlockian Chro-
nology Sorting Deck, which he had used to lead a session in chronology work 
at 221B Con in Atlanta. In July, guild member Bruce Harris published It’s 
Not Always 1895: A Sherlock Holmes Chronology, and cited the Sherlockian 
Chronology Guild as an influence in its creation. November saw a second 
chronology work published by a guild member, Holmes in an Hour or Two: 
Create Your Own Timeline of Sherlock Holmes’s Life in the Shortest Time Possible 
by Brad Keefauver, a workbook whose existence owes itself entirely to the 
Sherlockian Chronologist Guild’s influence. 

In December we concluded the year with our largest issue of the newsletter 
yet, containing lengthy articles by Bruce Harris, Bill Cochran, and Peter 
Liddell which are still being discussed in email conversations. The Sherlockian 
Chronologist Guild ended its second year with twenty-five “public” members 
and nine “private” members, up substantially from its original trio of chronol-
ogists, Wright, McSwiggin, and Keefauver. 
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SHERLOCKIAN GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 
A DIRECTORY 

Mike McSwiggin* 

hat follows is a list of Sherlockian groups and societies, broken 
down as geographic, professional, or other. Geographic-based 
groups are arranged by state for groups in the United States and by 

country for outside of the United States. Professional groups are listed alpha-
betically (each listing describes the profession represented). Finally, the category 
“Other” contains groups that are either internet-based, American national 
groups (not confined to a particular state), or simply unclassifiable. Eternal 
thanks to Peter Blau, BSI, who is the keeper of lists and general fount of 
knowledge for all things Sherlockian. We have used mailing address contact 
information supplied to him by the following groups, augmented wherever 
possible with updated email addresses, websites, and Facebook groups. 

As with all topics in this Almanac, we look to you, the reader, to supple-
ment our understanding and knowledge. If your group needs updated contact 
information or is missing entirely, please let us know. Ideally, we would like 
email, website, and/or Facebook group information, along with the group’s 
name and any other pertinent information. Instagram and Twitter accounts 
are also welcome, when available. 

In the summer of 2022, I presented a talk on Sherlockian societies around 
the world (those outside of the United States and the United Kingdom). 
Our editor, Ross Davies, thought this would be a good fit for the Empire 
Conference. I utilized many of the listings herein to contact folks to get infor-
mation about the history, current activities, and other interesting aspects of 
many of those groups around the world. I thank them all for their kind and 
generous help. This exercise was proof that the folks and groups listed here 
are willing to help fellow Sherlockians, which is all any of us could hope for! 

As mentioned last year, I still am using the old school snail mail route to 
resolve the status of a few groups. If you are the lucky (or unlucky) recipient 
of one of my letters, please respond either by post or by email (email is cheaper, 
so I certainly encourage that). But I appreciate (and perhaps even love) a good 
old-fashioned letter. Any sent to me will not be speared by a jackknife. 

As always, I appreciate the help I have received from so many across the 
globe. This chapter is a culmination of your hard work, not mine. Please 
email me (at mikemcswiggin@gmail.com) with any updates, additions, or 
deletions. Thanks to everyone for helping us out! 
                                                                                                         
* Mike McSwiggin is “A Seven-Per-Cent Solution” in the Baker Street Irregulars. 
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SHERLOCKIAN  
SOCIETIES BY COUNTRY 

Australia 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Melbourne 
Michael Duke 
PO Box 248 
Hampton 
Victoria 3188 
AUSTRALIA 
mmgduke@bigpond.net.au  

The Sherlock Holmes Society of South 
Australia 
Mark Chellew 
P.O. Box 85 
Daw Park, SA 5041 
AUSTRALIA 
https://adelaiderascals.com/ 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Western 
Australia 
Fred Rutter 
49 Cedar Way 
Forrestfield, WA 6058 
AUSTRALIA 
camden.house@telstra.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/105055146203
626 

The Sydney Passengers 
Bill Barnes 
19 Malvern Avenue 
Manly, N.S.W. 2095 
AUSTRALIA 
http://www.sherlock.on.net/ 

Belgium 

Le peloton des cyclistes solitaires 
Cedric C. Goffinet 
Rue de Levallois-Perret 46 
B-1080 Bruxelles 
BELGIUM 
cedric.goffinet@skynet.be 

Brazil 

The Isadora Klein Amateur Mendicant 
Society 
Carlos Orsi Martinho 
r. Zacarias de Goes, 404, ap. 92 
Jundiai-SP 13201-800 
BRAZIL 
carlos.orsi71@gmail.com 

Canada 

The Bimetallic Question 
Wilfrid de Freitas 
Box 883, Stock Exchange Tower 
Montreal, QC H4Z 1K2 
CANADA 
http://www.bimetallicquestion.org/ 

The Bootmakers of Toronto 
Thelma Beam 
360 Bloor Street East #910 
Toronto, ON M4W 3M3 
CANADA 
ccr@pathcom.com 
https://www.torontobootmakers.com/ 

The Spence Munros 
Mark J. Alberstat 
CANADA 
HalifaxSherlock@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/The-Spence-Munros-
212957769636/ 

The Cesspudlians of London, Ontario 
Mark Hanson 
70 Augusta Crescent 
London, ON N6E 2E1 
CANADA 

The Main Street Irregulars 
Trevor S. Raymond 
4 Lyons Court 
Georgetown, ON L7G 5P4 
CANADA 
bootprint@cogeco.ca 

The Stormy Petrels of British Columbia 
Fran Martin 
#904 – 901 Colborne Street 
New Westminster, BC V3L 5E9 
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CANADA 
franziskah@shaw.ca 
https://thestormypetrels.com/ 

The Stratford on Avon Sherlock Holmes 
Society 
Jack Winn 
32 Ontario Street #3 
Stratford, ON N5A 3GB 
CANADA 
www.facebook.com/Stratford-On-Avon-
Sherlock-Holmes-Society-890766164306152/ 

The Wisteria Lodgers of Edmonton 
Constantine Kaoukakis 
9705 163rd Street NW 
Edmonton, AB T5P 3N1 
CANADA 
https://sherlockholmesedmonton.com/ 
www.facebook.com/groups/SHSEWL 

Czech Republic 

Ceska spolecnost Sherlocka Holmese  
(The Czech Society of Sherlock Holmes) 
Aleš Kolodrubec 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
kontakt@sherlockholmes.cz 
http://www.sherlockholmes.cz/ 

Institute for the Study and the Life and 
Work of Sherlock Holmes 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
http://www.sherlockian.cz/ 

Denmark 

Sherlock Holmes Klubben i Danmark  
(The Danish Baker Street Irregulars) 
Mia Stampe Lagergaard 
Nivaagade 3, 2 
DK-2200 Copenhagen N 
DENMARK 
info@sherlockholmesklubben.dk 
http://sherlockholmesklubben.dk 
www.facebook.com/SHKlubben/ 
https://twitter.com/SherlockDK 

 

The Cimbrian Friends of Baker Street 
The South Denmark Philharmonic 
Att. Jens Byskov Jensen 
Alsion 2 
DK-6400 Sønderborg 
Denmark 
jens@byskovjensen.com 

France 

Cabinet du patient résidant / Pau —  
Sherlock Holmes 
François Pardeilhan 
3, Chemin du Bedat 
64160 Saint Castin 
FRANCE 
lepatientresidant@orange.fr 

Club des hydropathes holmésiens 
“Montrachet” 
Rue des Boulangers 
75005 Paris 
FRANCE 
saint-joanis@sshf.com 

Evadés de Dartmoor 
François Hoff 
19, rue du Maréchal-Joffre  
67000 Strasbourg 
FRANCE 
http://lesevadesdedartmoor1.free.fr 

Grand dépôt de Paris de la Franco-
Midland (SSHF Paris branch) 
Jean-Pierre Cagnat 
13, rue de l’Ancienne-Comédie 
75006 Paris 
FRANCE 
sshf@sshf.com 

Hôtel Dulong (SSHF Lyon branch) 
Jean-Pierre Crauser 
36 bis, rue Saint-Antoine 
69003 Lyon 
FRANCE 
jpcrauser@gmail.com 

 

 



SHERLOCKIAN GROUPS AND SOCIETIES: A DIRECTORY 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   145 

Le Cercle Holmésien de Paris 
Jean-Christophe Remont 
Paris 
FRANCE 
https://cercleholmesparis.fr/qui-sommes-
nous/ 
www.facebook.com/CercleHolmesienDePa
ris 
https://twitter.com/LeCercleHolmes 

Société Sherlock Holmes de France 
Thierry Saint-Joanis 
Paris 
FRANCE 
saint-joanis@sshf.com 
https://www.sherlockians.com/sshf 
www.facebook.com/SocieteSherlockHolme
sdeFrance/ 
https://twitter.com/s_s_h_f 

Germany 

Deutsche Sherlock-Holmes-Gesellschaft 
Olaf H. Maurer 
Wanderstrasse 31 
D-67071 Ludwigshafen am Rhein 
GERMANY 
https://dshc.de/ 

Hungary 

The Hungarian Sherlock Holmes Club 
HUNGARY 
sherlockclub@gmail.com 
https://sherlock.blog.hu 
http://sherlockian-sherlock.com/ 

India 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of India 
Cmdt (JG) Sumal Surendranath 
Principal Directorate of Law (Rm 27) 
Coast Guard HQ, Natl Stadium Complex 
Purana Quila Road, New Delhi 110001, 
https://www.sherlockholmessocietyofindia.
com/ 

 

Israel 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Jerusalem 
Moshe Nalick 
Kiryat Telshe-Stone 114/3 
D.N. Harei Yehuda 
ISRAEL 
moshenalick@hotmail.com 

Italy 

Uno Studio in Holmes 
Via San Gallo 77 
50139 Firenze, ITALY 
monterivecchi@gmail.com 
http://www.unostudioinholmes.org/ 

Japan 

The Circle of the Trained Cormorant 
Nob Yamamoto 
2-17-101 Iwaei-cho 
Gifu-shi, Gifu 500-8134 
JAPAN 
jshc-u@bbweb-arena.com 

The Japan Sherlock Holmes Club 
Akane Higashiyama 
Ohizumi-machi 2-55-8 
Nerima-ku, Tokyo 178-0062 
JAPAN 
http://www.holmesjapan.jp/english/index.h
tm 

The Men with the Twisted Konjo 
Yuichi Hirayama 
2-10-12 Kamirenjaku, Mitaka-shi 
Tokyo 181-0012 
JAPAN 
shosoinbulletin@me.com 

Kyrgyzstan 

The Seventeen Steppes 
Loudmila Konkova 
Kurmanjan-Datka Str 271 
Osh Oblast Library, Soros Res. Ctr. 
KYRGYZSTAN 714000 
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The Netherlands 

The Baarn Baskerville 
Jan-Just Middel 
Nieuw Baarnstraat #4-C 
3743 BR Baarn 
THE NETHERLANDS 
jjmiddel@yahoo.com 

New Zealand 

The Antipodean Holmesian Society 
Ted Nye 
51 Irvine Road, The Cove 
Dunedin 
NEW ZEALAND 
ted.nye@stonebow.otago.ac.nz 

Portugal 

Os Naufragos de Nora Creina [The Norah 
Creina Castaways] 
Joel Lima 
Largo do Mastro 29-3, Porta D 
1100 Lisboa 
PORTUGAL 

Spain 

The Amateur Mendicant Society of Madrid 
Miguel Gonzalez Pedel 
Mozart 15 (6-F) 
28008 Madrid 
SPAIN 
stsimon100@hotmail.com 

Círculo Holmes 
Miguel Ojeda 
Passeig Maragall, 23, Esc. A, 7º 1ª 
08026 Barcelona 
SPAIN 
circuloholmes@gmail.com 
http://www.circuloholmes.org.es/ 
www.facebook.com/groups/262504147646
/ 

 

Sweden 

The Baskerville Hall Club of Sweden 
SWEDEN 
wiggstrom@telia.com 
http://www.sherlockholmes.se/ 

The Fierce Badgers in Ystad 
Lars Jannedal 
Hagermansgatan 16 
SE-26132 Ystad 
SWEDEN 

The Swedish Pathological Society 
Joakim Eklund 
Norsesundsvagen 71 
SE-44163 Alings†s 
SWEDEN 
joakim.eklund@interaktivaideer.com 

Switzerland 

The Reichenbach Irregulars 
Michael A. Meer 
Conan Doyle Place  
Postfach 688 
CH-3860 Meiringen 
SWITZERLAND 
michael.meer@gmx.net 
http://www.221b.ch/ 

Societe d’etudes holmesiennes de la Suisse 
romande 
Vincent Delay 
Parc-de-la-Rouvraie 8 
1018 Lausanne 
Switzerland 

United Kingdom 

The Crew of the S.S. May Day 
Oscar Ross 
19 Ardcarn Way 
Belfast BT5 7RP, Northern Ireland 
UNITED KINGDOM 
rocross221b@yahoo.co.uk 
http://thessmayday.org.uk/ 
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The Deerstalkers of Welshpool 
Roy Upton-Holder 
146 Little Henfaes Drive 
Welshpool SY21 7BA 
GREAT BRITAIN 
https://holmeswelshpool.com/ 

The Poor Folk Upon the Moors 
Geraldine Beare 
ENGLAND 
info@poorfolk.co.uk 
https://www.poorfolk.co.uk/ 

The Sherlock Appreciation Society 
Sharon Jones 
UK EN Bolton Bolton Sixth Form College 
Dean Road, Bolton BL3 5BU 
ENGLAND 
www.facebook.com/groups/325607570921
551/ 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Cheltenham 
Reginald Lee 
19 Wellington Place, London Road 
Cheltenham GL52 6EW 
ENGLAND 
reginaldlee@hotmail.co.uk 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of London 
David Jones 
ENGLAND 
carstoncastleshsl@gmail.com 
http://www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/ 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Scotland 
Barry Young 
19 Windsor Court, Dirleton Drive 
Glasgow G41 3BG 
GREAT BRITAIN 
holmesscottish@gmail.com 
http://sherlockscotland.blogspot.com/ 

 

 

 

United States 

— Alabama 

The Disreputable Little Scarecrows of the 
Shoals 
Terry Pace 
808 Alabama Avenue 
Sheffield, AL 35660-2824 
pillaroffire@bellsouth.net 

The Eastern Shore Irregulars 
Philip Ellis 
Box 2661 
Daphne, AL 36526-2661 
golftodaynews@yahoo.com 

The Greek Interpreters of Athens … Alabama 
Alan Barksdale 
262 West Lake Circle 
Madison, AL 35758 
afbarksd@hiwaay.net 
www.facebook.com/groups/1454146627974269 

— Alaska  

The Singular Society of the Lion’s Mane 
Erin Bentley 
7500 Trenton Lane 
Anchorage, AK 99502-3142 
www.facebook.com/The-Singular-Society-
of-The-Lions-Mane-434045767374268/ 

— Arizona  

The Desert Beekeepers 
Doris and Richard Dale 
Box 18635 
Fountain Hills, AZ 85269-8635 
dorisdale@interwrx.com 

The Transfixed Correspondence of Phoenix 
Lauren Cercone 
2512 West Gary Way 
Phoenix, AZ 85401-7639 
Transfixedcorrespondence@gmail.com 
https://www.meetup.com/Phoenix-
Sherlockians/ 
www.facebook.com/transfixedcorrespondence/ 
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— Arkansas 

The Arkansas Valley Investors, Ltd. 
George Wildgen 
42 Cimarron Valley Circle 
Little Rock, AR 72212-3502 
mzwildgen@ualr.edu 

— California 

The Blind German Mechanics 
Wally Conger 
2650 Brentwood Circle 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420-5543 
wconger@aol.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/43218057055/ 

The Blustering Gales from the South-West 
Carol Sperling 
4864 West 120th Street 
Hawthorne, CA 90250-2725 
carol.ann.sperling@gmail.com 
http://www.coliserv.net/bgsw/ 

The Christopher Morley Whiskey &  
Sodality Club 
Steven E. Whiting 
3245 University Avenue #1-150 
San Diego, CA 92104-2009 
drwhiting@aol.com 

The Curious Collectors of Baker Street 
Jerry and Chrys Kegley 
18014 Sherman Way #275 
Reseda, CA 91335-4639 
jkegley@socal.rr.com 
www.facebook.com/Curious-Collectors-of-
Baker-Street-CCOBS-163335686396/ 

The Deerstalkers of Monterey Bay 
Maxine Reneker 
mreneker@pacbell.net 

The Diogenes Club of Carmel-by-the-Sea 
John Postovit 
jspostovit@comcast.net 

 

 

 

The Goose Club of the Alpha Inn 
John P. Sohl 
20446 Orey Place 
Winnetka, CA 91306-4246 
jpsohl@earthlink.net 

The Grimpen Admirers of Sherlock 
Holmes 
Steven E. Whiting 
3245 University Avenue #1-150 
San Diego, CA 92104-2009 
www.facebook.com/Grimpen-Admirers-
of-Sherlock-Holmes-757195544388633/ 

Holmes’ Hounds at Baker Street West 
Linda Hein 
Hein & Co. Books & Vintage Goods 
204 Main Street 
Jackson, CA 95642-2332 
info@bakerstreetwest.com 
https://bakerstreetwest.com/holmes-
hounds/ 
www.facebook.com/holmeshound/ 

The Loungers and Idlers of the Empire 
Edna Jukofsky 
5316 Huddart Avenue 
Arcadia, CA 91006-5953 
www.facebook.com/TheLoungersAndIdler
sOfTheEmpire/ 

The Noble West Enders 
Jim Ferreira 
573 Oriole Avenue 
Livermore, CA 94550-2684 
bakerstreet@comcast.net 

The Persian Slipper Club of San Francisco 
Raymond A. de Groat 
19147 Crest Avenue 
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2816 
harrawaybsi@att.net 

The Scowrers and Molly Maguires of San 
Francisco 
Marc Kaufman 
17 Mountain Meadow Road 
Woodside, CA 94062-4413 
mcmurdo@scowrers.org 
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The Trained Cormorants of Long Beach, 
California 
Jim Coffin 
6570 East Paseo Alcazaa 
Anaheim, CA 92807-4910  
jcmusbus@aol.com 

— Colorado 

Dr. Watson’s Neglected Patients 
Darlene Cypser 
DrWatson@dwnp.com 
http://dwnp.com/ 
www.facebook.com/DrWatsonsNP/ 
https://twitter.com/DrWatsonNP 

— Connecticut  

The Men on the Tor 
Greg Darak 
20 Spinning Wheel Rd. 
Trumbull, CT 06611 
darak@att.net 

The Cheshire Sherlock Holmes Society 
Andrew Tranquilli 
390 Contour Drive 
Cheshire, CT 06410-2105 
tranquilli@hotmail.com 

The Yale Sherlock Holmes Society 
Linda C. Mayes 
230 South Frontage Road 
New Haven, CT 06519-1124 
linda.mayes@yale.edu 

— District of Columbia 

The Red Circle of Washington, D.C. 
Peter E. Blau 
7103 Endicott Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817-4401 
blau7103@comcast.net 
http://www.redcircledc.org/ 
www.facebook.com/The-Red-Circle-of-
Washington-DC-159029477489137/ 

 

 

 

— Florida 

The Fresh Rashers of Estero Island 
Fort Myers Beach — FL 
David J. Milner 
6 Crowndale Drive 
Taylors, SC 29687-4031 
billemason@aol.com 

The Pleasant Places of Florida 
ppof@verizon.net 
http://ppofl.net/ 

The Sherlock Holmes Mystery Club 
Howard S. Schoen 
7833 Whispering Palms Drive #202 
Boynton Beach, FL 33437-3842 
howmil@adelphia.net 

The Tropical Deerstalkers 
Robert S. Ennis 
3455 Stallion Lane 
Weston, FL 33331-3035 
lsterndale@aol.com 
http://tropicaldeerstalkers.blogspot.com/ 

— Georgia 

Wisteria Lodge 
Diana Williams 
atlantawisterialodge@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/AtlantaSherloc
kHolmesSociety/ 

— Hawaii 

The Shaka Sherlockians of Hawaii 
Dr Joseph T. Page Jr 
shakasherlockian@gmail.com 
https://www.shakasherlockian.com/ 

— Illinois  

Altamont’s Agents of Chicago 
John N. Wilson 
11837 West 118th Street 
Palos Park, IL 60464-1401 
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The Baker Street Pages 
Tim O’Connor 
6015 West Route 115 
Herscher, IL 60941-6139 
bakerstreetpages@yahoo.com 

The BeeSpeckled Band 
Brenda Rossini 
PO Box 517 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
agrrtig@aol.com 

The Chester Baskerville Society 
Michael W. McClure 
1415 Swanwick Street 
Chester, IL 62233-1317 
watson7654321@gmail.com 
www.baskervilleproductions.com/sherlock 

The Chicago Baritsu Society 
Xander Sobecki 
xandersobecki@gmail.com 

Colonel Sebastian Moran’s Secret Gun Club 
William (Beau) Meskan 
6456 N. Keating Ave. 
Lincolnwood, IL 60712-3411 
CHDragon1@aol.com 

The Criterion Bar Association 
Franklin Saksena 
83 Salem Lane 
Evanston, IL 60203 
franklin.saksena@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/The-Criterion-Bar-
Association-188549744619973/ 

The Hansoms of John Clayton 
Brad Keefauver 
4009 Chelsea Place 
Peoria, IL 61614-7201 
bradkeefauver@comcast.net 

The Hounds of the Baskerville (sic) 
Al Shaw 
1423 S. Birch Drive 
Mount Prospect, IL 60065 
alan.shaw@mindspring.com 
http://www.houndsofthebaskerville.org/ 
www.facebook.com/groups/142036956140299/ 

Hugo’s Companions 
Al Shaw 
1423 S. Birch Drive 
Mount Prospect, IL 60065 
alan.shaw@mindspring.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/673134672807200/ 

Pondicherry Lodge 
Mary Denham 
40 Westwood Terrace 
Springfield, IL 62702-4611 

The Scotland Yarders 
Janice Weiner 
6540 N. Richmond Street 
Chicago, IL 60645-4209 
jlweiner@sbcglobal.net 
www.facebook.com/groups/775061845982024/ 

The Sons of Baker Street 
Wayne B. Siatt 
1132 West Curtiss Street #3-C 
Downers Grove, IL 60515-4625 
wsiatt@att.net 

The South Downers 
Phil Angelo 
740 South Greenwood Avenue 
Kankakee, IL 60901-5252 
philangelo@comcast.net 
https://southdowners.com/ 

The Tenacious Bulldogs 
George H. Scheetz 
406 Wolcott Lane 
Batavia, IL 60510-2838 
gscheetz@bataviapubliclibrary.org 

The Torists International, S.S. 
Bob Sharfman 
1325 N. State Parkway, Apt 11A 
Chicago, IL 60610-6120 
robertsharfman@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/thetorists/ 
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The Wizards of Iz, SBC (Sherlockian 
Brunch Society) 
Brenda Rossini 
PO Box 517 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
agrrtig@aol.com 

— Indiana  

The Illustrious Clients of Indianapolis 
Steve Doyle 
9 Calumet Court 
Zionsville, IN 46077 
sdoyle221b@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/The-Illustrious-
Clients-of-Indianapolis-184841455301/ 

The Solitary Cyclists of South Bend 
Michael J. Crowe 
4318 Foxfire Drive 
South Bend, IN 46628-4069 
Crowe.1@nd.edu 
https://sites.google.com/site/solitarycyclists
/home/officers 

— Iowa 

The Iowa Valley of Fear 
P.J. Colbert 
Marshalltown Community College 
3700 South Center Street 
Marshalltown, IA 50158-4760 
P.J.Colbert@iavalley.edu 
www.facebook.com/groups/233780274653
3706/ 

The Sign of Four Cities (Quad Cities) 
Susan Perry 
sgoody162@aol.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/233780274653
3706/ 

The Younger Stamfords 
Monica Schmidt 
1640 Deborah Drive NE 
Solon, IA 52333-9324 
YoungerStamfords@gmail.com 
http://icSherlock.org 
www.facebook.com/groups/233780274653
3706/ 

— Kansas 

The Great Alkali Plainsmen 
Dan Payton 
15835 W 137th Street 
Olathe, KS 66062 
dpgadawg@gmail.com 
https://alkaliplainsmen.wixsite.com/greatal
kaliplainsmen 

— Kentucky 

The Silver Blazers 
Ralph Hall 
2906 Wallingford Court 
Louisville, KY 40218-2363 
hall221b@aol.com 

— Louisiana  

Le Cercle de Sherlock Holmes 
R. W. Culver 
4324 Loveland Street 
Metairie, LA 70006-4122 
r.w.culver@worldnet.att.net 

— Maryland  

The Denizens of the Bar of Gold 
Art Renkwitz 
1908 Pig Neck Road 
Cambridge, MD 21613-3644 
RenkwitzA@gmail.com 
www.homeroomd140.com/denizens.html 

The Sherlockians of Baltimore 
Greg Ruby 
SherlockiansofBaltimore@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/SherlockiansBaltimore/ 

The Six Napoleons of Baltimore 
Andy Solberg 
SixNapoleonsOfBaltimore@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/2132592560358582/ 

Watson’s Tin Box 
Jacquelynn Morris, Greg Ruby, & Karen 
Wilson 
watsonstinbox.info@gmail.com 
http://www.watsonstinbox.org/ 
www.facebook.com/groups/57660702562/ 



SHERLOCKIAN GROUPS AND SOCIETIES: A DIRECTORY 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   152 

— Massachusetts  

The Friends of Irene Adler 
Joel Schwartz 
joels.schwartz@earthlink.net 

Sherlock Holmes Pipe Club of Boston 
Nelson Pidgeon 
shpcboston@yahoo.com 
http://www.shpcboston.org/ 
www.facebook.com/groups/969181429838704/ 

The Speckled Band of Boston 
George Schwartz 
32 Forest Avenue 
Swampscott, MA 01907 
ghscash@gmail.com 

— Michigan  

The Amateur Mendicant Society 
Christopher Music 
6717 Snow Apple Drive 
Clarkston, MI, 48346-2163 
christopherdmusic@gmail.com 
http://www.amateurmendicantsociety.org/ 
www.facebook.com/AmateurMendicantSo
cietyOfDetroit/ 

The Greek Interpreters of East Lansing 
Shari Conroy 
4440 Beeman Road 
Williamston, MI 48895-9607 
jconroy45@gmail.com 
http://thegreekinterpreters.org/ 

The Ribston-Pippins 
Regina Stinson 
715 Amelia Avenue 
Royal Oak, MI 48073-2756 
pippinviolet@gmail.com 
www.ribston-pippins.com/index.html 
www.facebook.com/groups/485187822161746 

— Minnesota 

The Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota 
Tom Gottwalt 
NorwegianExplorers@gmail.com  
http://www.norwegianexplorers.org/ 
www.facebook.com/groups/572794092812100/ 

— Missouri  

The Harpooners of the Sea Unicorn 
J. Andrew Basford 
pcairnes26@icloud.com 
https://harpooners.wordpress.com/ 
https://whalingnews.wordpress.com/ 
www.facebook.com/Harpooners.MO/ 
https://twitter.com/Harpooners_MO 

The Jefferson Hopes of St. Louis 
Michael Waxenberg 
7353 Princeton Avenue 
Saint Louis, MO 63130-2923 
waxenberglaw@gmail.com 

The Noble Bachelors of St. Louis 
Randall Getz 
6330 Waterman Ave. 
University City, MO 63130 
rgetz@swbell.net 

The Parallel Case of St. Louis 
Rob Nunn 
robertanunn@gmail.com 
https://parallelcasestl.wixsite.com/home 
www.facebook.com/parallelcasestl/ 

— Nebraska  

The Maiwand Jezails 
Lee Polikov 
Office of the County Attorney 
1210 Golden Gate Drive 
Papillon, NE 
leepolikov@cox.net 

The Omaha Sherlockian Society 
Carl Wirth 
2720 North 45th Avenue 
Omaha, NE 68104-4527 
stanw31@cox.net 
http://www.omahasherlockiansociety.org/ 

— New Hampshire  

Cox & Co. of New England 
David W. Houle 
193 Currier Drive 
Manchester, NH 03104-4735 
jhw221b@hotmail.com 
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Sherlock Holmes Club of the Upper Valley 
Tom Brydges 
14 Berrill Farms Lane 
Hanover, NH 03755-3206 
tombrydges3@gmail.com 

— New Jersey  

The Red-Headed League of New Jersey 
Steve and Linda Morris 
723 Drake Avenue 
Middlesex, NJ 08846-2143 
RHLeagueNJ@aol.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/RHLeagueNJ/ 

— New Mexico  

The Dog(s) in the Night 
Graham Sudbury 
Box 506 
Taos, NM 87571-0506 

— New York 

Altamont’s Agents 
Thomas A. Dandrew II 
375 Langley Road 
Amsterdam, NY 12010-7915 
altamont@telenet.net 

The Avenging Winters of Albany 
C. M. Powers 
AvengingWintersofAlbany@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/avengingwinter
sofalbany/ 

The Baker Street Underground 
Andrew Jay Peck 
185 West End Avenue #11-F 
New York, NY 10023-5544 
apsherlock@hotmail.com 

The Consulting Detectives 
Herbert M. Levy 
Box 197 
East Meadow, NY 11554-0197 

The Delaware Deerstalkers 
Leonard E. Sienko, Jr. 
12 East Main Street 
Hancock, NY 13783-1128 

The Hudson Valley Sciontists 
Lou Lewis 
2 Loockerman Avenue 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601-4906 
llewis@lewisgreer.com 
http://hudsonvalleysciontists.homestead.com/ 

The Montague Street Lodgers of Brooklyn 
the late and much-missed Peter Crupe 
1533 64th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11219-5709 
pcrupe@gmail.com 

The Mycroft Holmes Society of Syracuse 
Carol Cavalluzzi 
6409 Terese Terrace, Jamesville, NY, 13078 
cacavall@outlook.com and Joseph Coppola 
103 Kenny St, Fayetteville, NY 13066 
coppolja@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/1013100595455929/ 

The Priory Scholars of NYC 
Nick Martorelli 
nickmartorelli@gmail.com 
https://prioryscholarsnyc.wordpress.com/ 
www.facebook.com/PrioryNYC 

Rochester Row 
William H. Brown 
140 Colony Lane 
Rochester, NY 14623 
wbrown8273@gmail.com 
https://bit.ly/Roc2Row 

The Students of Deduction 
Stephen Imburgia 
1055 Klem Road 
Webster, NY 14580-8628 

The Three Garridebs 
Sue & Ben Vizoskie 
garridebs@aol.com 
www.3garridebs.homestead.com 

The Three Hours for Lunch Club 
Burt Wolder (New York-based group) 
8 Essex Road 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-2547 
bwolder@gmail.com 
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The Young Sherlockians of New York 
Mohamad Bazzi 
8008 35th Avenue #5-F 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372-4934 

— North Carolina  

Diogenes Club Excommunicants 
Sally Humphreys 
777.free@live.com 

Sherlock Holmes Society of the Cape Fear 
Tom Campbell 
tomcampbell205@gmail.com 
http://www.sherlockholmessociety.com/ 

— Ohio  

The Agra Treasurers 
Lorraine Reibert 
Dayton, OH 
lady-l-weaving@sbcglobal.net 
http://www.agratreasurers.net/ 

The Clients of Sherlock Holmes 
Sherry Rose-Bond 
5471 Riverport Drive 
Columbus, OH 43221-5625 
violethunter@columbus.rr.com 

The Inverness Capers 
Michael Senuta 
881 North Columbine Drive 
Barberton, OH 44203-4320 

Mrs. Hudson’s Lodgers 
Jeffrey Cunningham 
1780 Kingsley Avenue 
Akron, OH 44313-6142 
jmc376@gmail.com 
https://www.mrshudsonslodgers.com/ 

The Stormy Petrels of Maumee Bay 
Mark McGovern 
3033 Sherbrooke Road 
Toledo, OH 43606 
mcgovernsmodels@gmail.com  
www.facebook.com/groups/StormyPetrels
MaumeeBay 

 

The Tankerville Club 
Cincinnati, OH 
Dan Andriacco 
tankervilleclub@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/Tankerville-Club-
1926753590689616/ 

— Oklahoma  

The Afghanistan Perceivers of Oklahoma, Inc. 
Rosalie Mollica 
5717 S. Harvard Ct. 
Unit B 
Tulsa, OK 74135 
ramollica@yahoo.com 

The Elder Brothers of John W. Watson 
Richard Kearns 
1615 South Columbia Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74104-5903 
brianwilsontulsa@gmail.com 

— Oregon 

The Noble and Most Singular Order of the 
Blue Carbuncle 
Terri Zensen 
15103 N.E. 27th Avenue 
Vancouver, WA 98686-1524 
https://sherlockholmesportland.com/ 
www.facebook.com/NMSOBC/ 

The Vamberry Wine Merchants 
Drucilla Weiland 
7550 Ridgewood Drive 
Gladstone, OR 97027-1462 

— Pennsylvania  

Boss McGinty’s Bird Watchers 
Frederick C. Sauls 
Department of Chemistry 
King’s College 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18711-0802 
fcsauls@kings.edu 

The Diogenes Club of Scranton 
Alan Sweeney 
105 Washington Road 
Scranton, PA 18509 
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The Fifth Northumberland Fusiliers 
Anne-Marie Nelson 
ammizel@verizon.net 
www.facebook.com/groups/2930068153876119 

Lodge 341, Vermissa 
Julianne Burke 
2998 Fairgrounds Rd. 
Ashland, PA 17921 
julianne221b@gmail.com 

The Miners of Vermissa Valley 
Terrence I. McKee 
15 Lindsay Drive 
Beaver Falls, PA 15010-3029 
stmckee@comcast.net 

The Regency Irregulars 
James L. Young Jr. 
Valley Forge, PA 
james.l.young@verizon.net 

The Sons of the Copper Beeches 
Ross Davies 
Philadelphia, PA 
copperbeechesofphilly@gmail.com 

The White Rose Irregulars of York 
Denny Dobry 
5003 Stony Run Drive 
Reading, PA 19606-3816 
dendobry@ptd.net 

— Rhode Island 

The Cornish Horrors 
Burt Wolder 
US RI Kingston 8 Essex Road 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-2547 
bwolder@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/The-Cornish-Horrors-
126862217346878/ 

— South Carolina 

The Hansom Wheels 
Myrtle Robinson 
6117 Lakeshore Drive 
Columbia, SC 29206-4331 
hansomwheels@aol.com 
http://www.hansomwheels.com/ 

The Survivors of the Gloria Scott 
Tracy Revels  
revelstj@wofford.edu  
www.facebook.com/SurvivorsoftheGloriaScott/ 

— South Dakota  

The Sign of the Four Faces 
Cary J. Wencil 
5009 South Caraway Drive 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108-2822 
cwencil@life-source.org 

— Tennessee  

The Fresh Rashers of Nashville 
Bill Mason 
2367 Lights Chapel Road 
Greenbrier, TN 37073-4926 
billemason@aol.com 

Friends of the Soldier Named Murray 
Nora S. Michaels 
1005 Mountain Creek Road #106 
Chattanooga, TN 37405-1666 

The Giant Rats of Sumatra 
Robert A. Lanier 
635 West Drive 
Memphis, TN 38112-1728 
giantrats@hotmail.com 
http://www.sherlock-
holmes.com/giantrat.htm 

The Nashville Scholars of the Three Pipe 
Problem 
Jim Hawkins 
644 Vivian Drive 
Nashville, TN 37211 
seniorhawk@gmail.com 
http://www.nashvillescholars.net/ 
www.facebook.com/groups/147713822227968/ 

— Texas 

The Abernetty Family of Abilene, Texas 
Larry Prince 
633 Green Valley Drive 
Abilene, TX 79601-4514 
l-nconnect@suddenlink.net 
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The Crew of the Barque “Lone Star” 
Steve Mason 
9916 Angel Bend 
Denton, TX 76208-2035 
Mason.steve8080@gmail.com 
https://www.dfw-sherlock.org/ 

The Diogenes Club of Dallas 
Jim Webb 
3811 Wooded Creek Drive 
Dallas, TX 75244-4751 
DrJimWebb54@gmail.com 

The John Openshaw Society 
Brian Clark 
8807 Burleson Court 
Houston, TX 77064-7433 
noreply@johnopenshaw.org 
http://www.johnopenshaw.org/ 
www.facebook.com/TheJohnOpenshawSociety/ 

— Utah  

The Avenging Angels 
Heidi-Marie Mason 
5556 Marshwood Lane #4-E 
Murray, UT 84107-6461 
lowsee@gmail.com 

The Country of the Saints 
Kevin John 
637 North 200 West 
Brigham City, UT 84302-1415 
brighamguy@hotmail.com 

— Vermont  

The Baker Street Breakfast Club 
Jeff Bradway 
93 Ridge Avenue 
Pittsfield, MA 01201-1442 
jeffry.bradway@gmail.com 
http://www.bakerstreetbreakfastclub.org/ 
www.facebook.com/groups/73987337494/ 

The Goose Club of the Alpha Inn 
William E. Wicker 
140 Birchwood Drive 
Colchester, VT 05446-6255 
billwicker@comcast.net 

— Virginia  

The DoG Street irregulars 
Ray Betzner 
1301 Rustads Circle 
Williamsburg, VA 23188 
rlbetzner@mac.com 

— Washington  

The Dogs in the Nighttime 
Kathleen Kaska 
4309 Blue Heron Circle #201 
Anacortes, WA 98221-3626 
kathleenkaska@hotmail.com 

The Sound of the Baskervilles 
David & Terri Haugen 
6710 51st Street Court West 
University Place, WA 98467-2287 
terri@soundofthebaskervilles.com 
http://www.soundofthebaskervilles.com/ 
www.facebook.com/thesoundofthebaskervilles/ 
www.Instagram.com/soundofthebaskervilles 
twitter.com/SEATTLESHERLOCK 

— West Virginia  

The Scion of the Four 
Andrew G. Fusco 
andyfusco@aol.com 

— Wisconsin 

The Merripit House Guests 
Ed Christenson 
2230 Meadowbrook Court #A 
Oshkosh, WI 54904-7839 
christenson.eddie@gmail.com 

The Notorious Canary-Trainers 
Glenn Link 
200 La Crosse Street 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916 
linkfam@outlook.com 
groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/nct1969/info 

The Original Tree Worshippers of Rock 
County 
Gayle Lange Puhl 
501 South Madison Street #12 
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Evansville, WI 53536-1350 
puhlreader@yahoo.com 
http://rocksherlockotw.blogspot.com/ 
www.facebook.com/OTW.RockSherlock/ 

The People of the Drama: The Valley 
Dwellers 
James A. Pabian 
S 12595 Davies Road 
Spring Green, WI 53588-9761 

Uruguay 

The Blue Scarves’ Society 
Ana Fernandez 
Pda. 12 de la Brava, Ed. “Seaside” 
Punta del Este, Maldonado 
URUGUAY 
cfernandez@anglo.edu.uy 
www.facebook.com/groups/368486129842276/ 

•     •     •     • 

SHERLOCKIAN  
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 

The Alienists of Baker Street 
practicing psychologists  
Jason Hicks 
drjasonhix@gmail.com 

The Baker Street Bar Association 
lawyers  
David R. McCallister 
8142 Quail Hollow Boulevard 
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544-2021 
drmmystery1881@gmail.com 

The Board-School Beacons 
educational research and psychometry  
Michael H. Kean  
3040 Sloat Road 
Pebble Beach, CA 93953-2837 
sherlockkean@gmail.com 

 

Clerks of the Assizes 
court clerks felony trial court  
James Motylenski 
537 Christie Street 
South Hempstead, NY 11550-8004 

The Diogenes Club of Washington, D.C. 
past/present public servants or military 
Michael J. Quigley  
Briarbrae 
2651 Fort Scott Drive 
Arlington, VA 22202-2256 
michael.j.quigley1970@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/DiogenesClubOfWash
ingtonDc/ 
 
The Fairly Good Dispensers 
pharmacists (and related fields) 
Mike McSwiggin 
6746 Jennifer Lynn Dr 
Cincinnati, OH 45248-2142 
mikemcswiggin@gmail.com 

The Forensic Faces of Sherlock Holmes 
forensic science 
Marina Stajic 
425 East 51st Street #4-A 
New York, NY 10022-6465 
MStajic@aol.com 

The Master’s Masons 
members of the Masons  
Ron Fish 
ronf404@aol.com 

Moriarty’s Mathematicians 
mathematics majors  
John R. Clark 
Box 821 
Lowell, AR 72745-0821 

The Norwood Fire Brigade 
fire service  
Capt. Randall Getz 
Hazelwood Fire Department 
6800 Howdershell Road 
Hazelwood, MO 63042-1214 
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The Old Soldiers of Baker Street of the 
Two Saults (Old SOB’s) 
military Sherlockians  
John S. Rabe 
261 South Figueroa Street #200 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2503 

The Practical, But Limited, Geologists 
geology  
Peter E. Blau 
7103 Endicott Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817-4401 
blau7103@comcast.net 

Priory Teachers Association 
educators 
Rob Nunn 
robertanunn@gmail.com 

The Sherlockian Oenophiles Tasting  
Society (S.O.T.S.) 
alcoholic Sherlockians  
Maribeau Briggs 
183 Stokes Road 
Medford Lakes, NJ 08055-1522 
onthefly@peoplepc.com 

Stimson & Co. 
funeral directors  
Michael W. McClure 
1415 Swanwick Street 
Chester, IL 62233-1317 

The Studious Scarlets Society 
women writing Sherlockiana  
Tamara Reynolds Bower 
11603 Gladesmore Lane 
Tomball, TX 77377-2118 
bower.t@gmail.com 
http://www.studiousscarlets.com/ 
www.facebook.com/StudiousScarletsSocietyPage/ 

The Sub-Librarians Scion of The Baker Street 
Irregulars in the American Library Association 
librarians  
Marsha L. Pollak 
1318 Mildred Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125-3855 
mlpollak@icloud.com 

scholarexchange.furman.edu/sublibrarians/ 

The Trifling Monographers 
practitioners of public relations 
Graham Sudbury  
Box 506 
Taos, NM 87571-0506 

•     •     •     • 

OTHER  
SHERLOCKIAN SOCIETIES 

The 140 Varieties of Tobacco Ash 
privately-banded cigar dinners 
Steven T. Doyle 
9 Calumet Court 
Zionsville, IN 46077-1934 
sdoyle221b@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/Sherlock-Holmes-for-
Dummies-129581877077394/ 

221b Baker Street/Los Angeles 
study of the sitting-room at 221b  
Chuck Kovacic 
9337 Sophia Avenue 
North Hills, CA 91343-2820 
cfkovacic@aol.com 
www.facebook.com/221bbakerstreetlosangeles/ 

The ACD Society 
A community dedicated to studying and 
enjoying the works of Arthur Conan Doyle 
Ross Davies 
acdsocy@gmail.com 
http://acdsociety.com/ 

The Admirable Beach Society 
reading at the beach  
Beverly A. Ellis 
48132 Colony Farm Circle 
Plymouth, MI 48170-3305 
info@admirablebeach.com 
http://admirablebeach.com/ 
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The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes 
Evelyn A. Herzog 
301 Warren Avenue #203 
Baltimore, MD 21230-3951 
herzogbaesch@aol.com 
https://ash-nyc.com/ 

alt.fan.holmes (Usenet/Internet) 
Chuck Lavazzi 
computerized newsgroup  
thedoge@pobox.com 
http://www.waxwingwebs.com/thedoge/ho
lmes.html 

The Apocryphal Calabash 
pipe-smoking Sherlockians  
Wayne B. Anderson 
43744 San Francisco Avenue 
Lancaster, CA 93535-5842 
cavaleaf@verizon.net 

The Baker Street Irregulars 
American national Sherlockian society  
Michael H. Kean 
3040 Sloat Road 
Pebble Beach, CA 93953-2837 
https://bakerstreetirregulars.com/ 

The Baker Street Irregulars of St. George’s 
University of London 
forensic medicine and pathology 
Pamela Eligio 
bsi.sgul@gmail.com 
www.sgsu.org.uk/organisation/irregulars/ 

The Beacon Society 
educating the young about the Canon  
Denny Dobry 
5003 Stony Run Drive 
Reading, PA 19606-3816 
dendobry@ptd.net 
http://www.beaconsociety.com/ 

The Birdy Edwards Society 
19th-century detective literature  
J. Randolph Cox 
Box 226 
Dundas, MN 55019-0226 
cox@stolaf.edu 

The Black Jacks of Ballarat 
emphasis on the study of supporting char-
acters in Dr. Watson’s writings 
Jason Hicks 
drjasonhix@gmail.com 

Canonical Sleuths, Inc. 
College of Staten Island adult ed class  
Francine Kitts 
FKitts@aol.com 

A Case of Identifiers 
preserving photographs of Sherlockians  
Bill Vande Water 
697 Greenbelt Parkway West 
Holbrook, NY 11741-4216 

The Clients of Adrian Mulliner 
Wodehouseans of BSI--Sherlockians of 
TWS  
Elaine Coppola 
130 Kenny Street 
Fayetteville, NY 13066-1230 
emcoppol@syr.edu 

The Conan Doyle (Crowborough) Estab-
lishment 
information on ACD and tours of his home  
Brian Pugh 
20 Clare Road 
Lewes, Sussex BN7 1PN 
ENGLAND 
brianpugh140@btinternet.com 
http://www.the-conan-doyle-
crowborough-establishment.com/ 

Five Miles from Anywhere: 
An International Sherlock Holmes Scion 
Society 
Only meets online 
derrickgbelanger@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/FiveMilesFromAnywhere/ 

The Five Orange Pips 
Sherlockian scholarship  
Albert M. Rosenblatt 
300 Freedom Road 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12569-5431 
amrosenblatt3@gmail.com 
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The Fourth Garrideb 
Canonical and Conanical numismatics  
Greg Ruby 
2400 Boston Street #102-A19 
Baltimore, MD 21224-4780 
Greg@fourthgarrideb.com 
https://fourthgarrideb.com/ 

Frederic Dorr Steele Memorial, Inc. 
commemorating the illustrator Frederic 
Dorr Steele 
Burt Wolder 
8 Essex Road 
Scotch Pines, NJ 07076-2547 
bwolder@gmail.com 

The Grillparzer Club of the Hoboken Free 
State 
celebrating Christopher Morley  
Harrison and Linda Hunt 
113 North Street 
Catskill, NY 12414-1351 
hobokenfreestate@gmail.com 

The Hansom Cab Clock Club 
owners of hansom cab clock sold by Sears  
Don Hobbs 
2100 Elm Creek Lane 
Flower Mound, TX 75028-4680 
221b@verizon.net 

His Last Bow 
congenial men & women who wear bow 
ties to Sherlockian events 
Dan Andriacco 
tankervilleclub@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/His-Last_Bow-
Sherlockians-in-Bow-Ties-
105030497780239 

The Holmesian Society 
interest in Holmes and the 19th century  
Albert Mendez 
142-35 38th Avenue 
Flushing, NY 11354-5520 
thing@opermail.com 

 

 

The Hounds of the Internet 
computerized (electronic mailing list)  
Alexander E. Braun 
2982 Westgate Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125-4126 
courageousmurray@aol.com  

Irregular Special Railway Company 
Holmesians interested in railways  
Antony Richards 
170 Woodland Road 
Sawston, Cambridge CB2 4DX 
ENGLAND 
antony.richards3@ntlworld.com 

The John H. Watson Society 
publishing on Dr. John H. Watson, M.D.  
Beth Gallego 
selena@johnhwatsonsociety.com 
https://www.johnhwatsonsociety.com/ 

The Kilted Canonicals 
Sherlockians who enjoy wearing kilts 
Harrison “Terry” Hunt 
113 North Street 
Catskill, NY 12414-1351 
sherlockstuff113@gmail.com 

Licensed Sherlockians 
Devotees of the Canon who have, or once 
had, Sherlockian license plates 
Harrison “Terry” Hunt 
113 North Street 
Catskill, NY 12414-1351 
sherlockstuff113@gmail.com 

The Literary Agents 
a scion of the BSI dedicated to the study of 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s works — not 
exclusively (but also not excluding) those 
he may have marketed for, or under the 
name of, Dr. John H. Watson 
Mark Jones and Ashley Polasek 
theliteraryagents@gmail.com  
https://twitter.com/AgentsLiterary 
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The Midwest Scion of the Four 
a traveling barber-shop quartet  
Joseph J. Eckrich 
914 Oakmoor Drive 
Fenton, MO 63026-7008 
jeckrich@sbcglobal.net 

The Mini-Tonga Scion Society 
collectors of Sherlockian miniatures  
Jay Pearlman 
1656 East 19th Street #2-E 
Brooklyn, NY 11229-1317 

The Mongooses of Henry Wood 
a correspondence society  
Mattias Boström 
Täljstensvägen 5 
SE-74641 Bålsta 
SWEDEN 
mattias221b@gmail.com 

Mrs. Turner’s Thames Club Breakfasters 
annual breakfast during birthday weekend  
Peter Blau 
7103 Endicott Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817-4401  
blau7103@comcast.net 

Napoléon of Crime 
interested in Holmes’ adversaries 
René Mercat 
napoleon-of-crime@hotmail.fr 

The O’Lunneys of Helston Asylum 
O’Lunneytics celebrate the BSI weekend  
Jerry Kegley 
18014 Sherman Way #275 
Reseda, CA 91335-4639 
www.facebook.com/groups/174558085915247/ 

The Persian Slipper Club of New Jersey 
smokers who meet at Sherlockian meetings  
Sandy Kozinn 
15 Adele Avenue 
Demarest, NJ 07627 
skozinn@optonline.net 

 

 

The Praed Street Irregulars 
American national Pontine society  
George A. Vanderburgh 
Box 50. R.R. #4 
Eugenia, ON N0C 1E0 
CANADA 
gav@markdalecable.com 
www.facebook.com/The-Praed-Street-
Irregulars-107156039322358/ 

The Red-Headed League 
red-headed Sherlockians  
Ann Byerly Marlowe 
10324 Castlehedge Terrace 
Silver Spring, MD 20902-5807 
annmarlowe@juno.com 

The Red-Throated League 
theatrical society of the Norwegian Explor-
ers of Minnesota (old time radio scripts of 
Edith Meiser) 
Karen Ellery 
redthroatedleague@gmail.com 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNZ
afls6OcA-vTasv9oCAyA 

The Reichenbach Rangers 
academic (New Mexico Military Institute)  
Darlene Logan 
111 West Mathews Street 
Roswell, NM 88201-5723 

The Retired Colonels 
people interested in Holmes and Doyle  
George Vanderburgh 
Box 50, R.R. #4 
Eugenia, ON N0C 1E0 
CANADA 
gav@markdalecable.com 

The Shamlock Holmeses 
those who wear their scholarship lightly  
Alex Mitchell 
10 Byron Street, Miramar 
Wellington 6003 
NEW ZEALAND 
sherlock@paradise.net.nz 
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The Sherlock Holmes Wireless Society 
For licensed amateur radio operators 
Ron Fish 
ronf404@aol.com 

The Sherlockian Chronologist Guild 
for those who study the chronology of the 
Canon 
Brad Keefauver 
bkeefauver@gmail.com 
https://bkeefauver5.wixsite.com/sherlockch
ronoguild 

Sherlocktron 
Internet web-site 
Willis G. Frick 
513 Via Presa 
San Clemente, CA 92672-9474 
http://www.sherlocktron.com/ 

The Solar Pons Society of London 
British scion of Praed Street Irregulars  
Roger Johnson 
41 Sandford Road 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6DE 
ENGLAND 
roger_johnson@hotmail.com 

The Speckled Band of Dartmoor Prison 
meets in a maximum security prison  
Richard Mackintosh 
2123 Old Spartanburg Road, PMB 340 
Greer, SC 29650-2704 

The Strangers’ Room 
unofficial consulting scion  
Andrew Joffe 
Box 233 
Craryville, NY 12521-0233 
andrewgideon@yahoo.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/221596698387880/ 

The Tea Brokers of Mincing Lane 
a society for Sherlockian tea- and tisane-
lovers and lovers of Sherlockian teas and 
tisanes 
Courtney Powers 
TeaBrokersMincingLane@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/648134899299
548 
https://twitter.com/BrokersTea 

Theatre-Goers, Homeward Bound 
watching Sherlockian Holmes productions 
online as a group 
Monica Schmidt 
sweeper887@gmail.com  

The Vatican Cameos 
Catholic Sherlockians (Catholockians)  
Ann Lewis 
8448 Bravestone Way 
Indianapolis, IN 46239-7921 
annlewis@joesystems.com 
http://annmargaretlewis.com/ 

The William Gillette Memorial Luncheon 
annual luncheon during birthday weekend  
Shana Carter 
gilletteluncheon@gmail.com 

The Wimsical Sherlockians 
Holmes/Wimsey aficionados’ e-mail list  
Sandy Kozinn 
skozinn@optonline.net 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peter E. Blau is “Simpson” (aka Secretary) of the 
Baker Street Irregulars. If you want to know more, 
try Leslie S. Klinger, ed., Peter E. Blau: A Festschrift 
(BSI Press 2018). Scuttlebutt old and new (updated 
and in color) is at redcircledc.org/index.php?id=39. 
Copyright 2023 Peter E. Blau. 

 
Editors’ note: We first republished Scuttlebutt in the 
2019 Baker Street Almanac, and we are pleased to 
continue. For a description of Scuttlebutt and the 
Spermaceti Press, see pages 73-74 of the 2019 BSA. 
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When I burgle my son’s money box as my own was bur-
gled 30 years ago it will be to set him up with a complete 
Macaulay.  

Of course they say that he is inaccurate. They say so of 
Froude, also; and of everyone else who tries to turn histo-
ry into something more human than an almanac. 

A. Conan Doyle,  
Before My Bookcase,  

Philadelphia Inquirer, June 3, 1894 
 
 

Editors’ note: Ouch again.  
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THE YEAR 2022 IN SHERLOCKIAN COMICS 
Johanna Draper Carlson* 

rom a purely personal perspective, the most important thing to happen 
in the world of Sherlockian comics in 2022 was the launch of my site, 
SherlockComics.com, on 2/21.  

Dedicated to cataloguing English-language illustrated stories of Sherlock 
Holmes, the site aims to make recommendations for those interested in 
reading comics where the detective (or a related character) plays a significant 
part. There’s a focus on book-format comics, including reprint collections, 
as those are easier to find and enjoy. (If you’re curious about a work, try your 
local library! Many have graphic novels available.)  

At the website, works are sorted into six categories:  

Classic Stories — comic adaptations of Sherlock Holmes stories 
written by the original author, Arthur Conan Doyle 

Canon Expansions — new stories featuring the classic version of 
the Sherlock Holmes character 

Revamps & New Spins — different character takes or settings, 
often modernized 

Related Characters — comics and manga with lead characters 
who aren’t Sherlock Holmes or John Watson, but who are 
closely related 

Back Issues —older comics most often found as single issues in 
the collectible market 

Webcomics & Fan Work — online, webcomic, and fan versions 
of Sherlock Holmes in comics  

As for comic book news last year, there were a few significant publica-
tions, most of which had media connections.  

In the spring, Andrews McMeel released Enola Holmes: The Graphic 
Novels Book One. Serena Blasco adapted and illustrated the first three novels 
in Nancy Springer’s series: The Case of the Missing Marquess, The Case of the 
Left-Handed Lady, and The Case of the Bizarre Bouquets. Originally published 
in French, these comics had previously been released in English in individual 
hardcovers from 2018-2020. This new paperback version had new translations 
and was more affordable, although it currently seems to be out of print. 
                                                                                                         
* Johanna Draper Carlson has been reviewing comics for over 25 years and running ComicsWorth 
Reading.com since 1999. Copyright 2023 Johanna Draper Carlson. 
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Enola Holmes: The Graphic Novels Book Two followed in the fall. It con-
tained adaptations of The Case of the Peculiar Pink Fan, The Case of the Cryptic 
Crinoline, and The Case of Baker Street Station (renamed from The Case of the 
Gypsy Goodbye). It’s a great read for girls’ adventure, with more Sherlock  
included as the siblings come to better understand each other.  

Another Enola comic, Enola Holmes: Mycroft’s Dangerous Game, is the 
perfect choice for someone interested by the movie, as it’s the official graphic 
novel sequel. That means it uses the likenesses of the actors — Millie Bobby 
Brown, Sam Claflin, etc. — and features some of the characters familiar from 
the film. It also does a great job capturing the feel and style of the movie, with 
plenty of action sequences and Enola fighting for her independence. It’s writ-
ten by Mickey George, with story by Nancy Springer (the character’s creator) 
and art by Giorgia Sposito.  

The only original comic story starring Sherlock Holmes this year came out 
in July, and it was a reprint of a four-issue miniseries originally published in 
1990. The recent collection from Caliber Comics is a much easier way to 
read The Case of the Missing Martian, written by Doug Murray, illustrated by 
Topper Helmers. It’s 1908, and London is attempting to recover from the 
War of the Worlds invasion (per H.G. Wells). Watson is sent to retrieve 
Holmes from his retirement when one of the Martian war machines goes 
missing from a British Museum display.  

This kind of mashup is popular in comics. It’s hard to write authentic 
Sherlock Holmes stories, with deductions and conversation and a cozy Baker 
Street, so combining the detective with some other Victorian concept, par-
ticularly a more visual one with plenty of action, is common. The Missing 
Martian also features a cameo by Professor Challenger and a melodramatic 
sub-plot where Watson is distracted by his wife Jacqueline’s struggles.  

Mid-year also brought the release of the newest entry in Van Ryder Games’ 
Graphic Novel Adventures line, Sherlock Holmes International by CED. These 
comic-format books, translated from the French, are also games, where the 
reader can choose where to investigate or what questions to ask a suspect. 
Each choice leads to a different panel revealing new evidence.  

International, the sixth in the series, adds Mycroft Holmes as a playable 
character. Mycroft has the additional power of forcing a reluctant witness to 
answer a question they would normally refuse. There are three cases here, 
one about a rich man’s death on a steamship, one with a stolen gem in a 
French hotel, and one investigating a death at a colonel’s remote plantation 
in Bombay, in keeping with the international title.  

In the fall, the much-delayed Sherlock: A Scandal in Belgravia Part Two 
serialization began. The four-issue miniseries, translated from the Japanese, 
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concluded the manga adaptation of the BBC episode written by Steven 
Moffat. Artist Jay did a wonderful job with likenesses, completing the story 
in a way faithful to the show. Typical of the Titan Comics releases, there 
were multiple covers available for each issue. The collected edition is due in 
March 2023.  

(Titan also announced in 2022 that their next Sherlockian comic release 
would be Moriarty: Clockwork Empire, a steampunk adventure that also fea-
tures Jekyll and Hyde. It begins publishing in February 2023 but became 
available for preorder at the end of 2022.)  

Near the end of the year, comic fans took note of Bonnie MacBird’s latest 
Sherlock Holmes adventure, the Christmas tale What Child Is This? Although 
a prose tale, it featured illustrations by comic artist Frank Cho. 

Let’s end with the strangest Sherlockian comic release of 2022, Immortal 
X-Men #8. This comic, written by Kieron Gillen and illustrated by Michele 
Bandini, reveals that Sherlock Holmes, the great detective, was really the 
shape-changing Mystique all along. Destiny, another shape-shifter and her 
lover, was Irene Adler. As the point of the story is to explore some of the 
history of Mister Sinister, an X-Men villain, it’s not recommended for those 
who aren’t already interested in and aware of the mutant super-team, as it 
doesn’t make a lot of sense otherwise, but some will find the idea amusing. 
Really, it’s a callback to when Chris Claremont created Destiny in the 1980s 
and gave her character the “real name” of “Irene Adler.” 
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THE ARTIFACTS IN THE  

221B BAKER STREET SITTING-ROOM 
RE-CREATION IN READING, PENNSYLVANIA 

Denny Dobry* 

Editors’ note: This is the fourth installment — the others are in the 
2019, 2020, and 2022 editions of the Baker Street Almanac — of 
what we hope will become a complete inventory of Denny Dobry’s 
famous re-creation of 221B. He welcomes visitors and can be 
reached at dendobry@ptd.net. 

Key: 
Page = Page number in Doubleday’s The Complete Sherlock Holmes where a refer-

ence to the listed article is found 
Ded. = Deduced, for items that must have existed, but are not in the written words 

of the story. 
Image # = Image number of artifact in the pages of pictures following this table 

Artifact Description Page  Image # 

THE STOCKBROKER’S CLERK 

The British Medical Journal. 362 STOC01 

Hall Pycroft’s Top-hat. 363 STOC02 

Mason & Williams offer of employment to Pycroft. 363 STOC03 

  

                                                                                                         
* Denny Dobry is “A Single Large Airy Sitting-Room” in the BSI. Copyright 2023 Denny Dobry. 
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Arthur Pinner’s Calling Card. 364 STOC04 

Pycroft’s note accepting employment at Franco-Midland Hardware. 366 STOC05 

Postcard of New Street, Birmingham, where Pycroft roomed. 367 STOC06 

Program from Day’s Music Hall. 368 STOC07 

Receipt for Pycroft’s Hotel stay. Ded. STOC08 

Newspaper Article of the Robbery Attempt. 372 STOC09 

Photo of Sergeant Tuson & Constable Pollock who foiled the Robbery 
Attempt. 

Ded. STOC10 
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*  

                                                                                                         
*These issues of For the Sake of the Trust are copyright 2023 by the Baker Street Irregulars Trust. 
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SHERLOCKIAN RECIPES 
Terry Hunt* 

e are fortunate to have submissions from two dedicated Sherlock-
ian cooks for this year’s food section. Wendy Heyman-Marsaw, 
author of Memoirs from Mrs. Hudson’s Kitchen, gives a traditional 

recipe for Toad in the Hole, while Peggy MacFarlane, who introduced readers 
to Colonel Warburton’s Madness in last year’s Baker Street Almanac, offers 
her take on French mendiants. This feature spotlights two recipes each year, 
one from Holmes’s era and one a new creation inspired by the Canon. If you 
have a dish you’d like considered, get in touch with me at sherlockstuff113 
@gmail.com. 

TOAD IN THE HOLE 
Wendy Heyman-Marsaw* 

escribed by Mrs. Isabella Beeton in her 1859-61 Book of Household 
Management as “a homely, but savoury dish,” Toad in the Hole has 
been served since the late 18th century. Its first known appearance 

in print was in 1787 in a book by Francis Grouse called A Provincial Glossary. 
It was simply and accurately described as a meat in a crust. 

The curious name of Toad in the Hole has been the subject of much 
conjecture. It may be due to the manner in which frogs and toads burrow in 
the soil awaiting their prey. The name is also traced to a story about a golfer 
in Northumberland who sank his ball in the cup only to have it pushed out 
by a toad. (More recently, it has been adopted as the name of a British pub 
game.) But Toad in the Hole holds a place among other colourfully-named, 
classic and popular British dishes such as Bubble and Squeak, Spotted Dick, 
and Angels on Horseback. To the uninitiated these names may seem unap-
pealing at first, but they are part of Britain’s cultural heritage, and are much 
beloved. 

                                                                                                         
* Harrison “Terry” Hunt, BSI (“The Something Hunt”) is a contributing editor to the Baker Street 
Almanac. He took up cooking and baking in retirement, and is pleased to have been named Long 
Island Newsday’s Cook of the Week. He has a special interest in trying out historical recipes; his 
most unusual dish so far is sheep’s head soup. Copyright 2023 Harrison Hunt. 
* Wendy Heyman-Marsaw is a Master Bootmaker of the Bootmakers of Toronto and recipient of 
their Emerald Tie-Pin for her work on the 2022 conference Jubilee @ 221B. She is the author of 
Memoirs from Mrs. Hudson’s Kitchen and has contributed essays to various books. Her blog, recipes 
and book reviews may be found at www.mrshudsonskitchen.com. Copyright 2023 Wendy Heyman-
Marsaw (including the photographs). 
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Toad in the Hole gained wide popularity during the Industrial Revolution. 
Wages were meager, and working-class women — much as they do today — 
looked for inexpensive but filling family meals that could be prepared prompt-
ly and with a modicum of fuss. Toad in the Hole could be quickly made 
with leftover meat or inexpensive items such as lamb kidneys or other offal. 
The British banger (or sausage) became the most popular protein used in the 
dish, but in WWII the sausage was replaced by Spam. Batter-based recipes 
were popular at the time, and Toad in the Hole was the most commonly used 
because of its easily adaptable versions and readily available ingredients that 
were often staples in the larder. It was also enjoyed in the British colonies. 

Traditionally, Toad in the Hole is accompanied by an onion gravy. Mrs. 
Hudson no doubt made it from leftover beef or lamb joints (roasts) when 
they were not placed upon the sideboard in the room of her famous tenants 
(as noted by Dr. John H. Watson in “The Beryl Coronet”). One can also 
imagine her kind-heartedly preparing it in large amounts for the poor young 
Baker Street Irregulars when they were summoned by Sherlock Holmes. 

Mrs. Beeton’s 1861 recipe called for 1½ pounds of rump steak, 1 sheep’s 
kidney, and salt and pepper to taste. The batter required 3 eggs, 1 pint of 
milk, 4 tablespoons of flour and ½ saltspoon of salt. “Note that the remains 
of cold beef, rather underdone, may be substituted for the steak, and when 
well liked, the smallest possible quantity of minced onions or shallot may be 
used. It should be cooked in a tolerably brisk oven for 1½ hours.” 

Ingredients (serves 2) 

1¼ cups all-purpose flour 
¼ teaspoon kosher salt, plus more to taste 
½ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper, divided, plus more for garnish 
4 large eggs 
1¼ cups whole milk 
1½ tablespoons canola oil 
4 British Banger-style pork sausages (approximately 4 ounces each) 

Step 1 

Preheat oven to 435 F. Whisk together salt, flour and ½ teaspoon of 
pepper in a large mixing bowl. Whisk together eggs and milk in a medium 
bowl until very well combined and eggs are no longer separated. Gradually 
whisk about half of the milk mixture into the flour mixture until smooth and 
free of lumps. Continue slowly whisking in the remaining milk mixture until 
thoroughly combined and smooth and free of lumps. Set aside. 
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Step 2 

Heat oil in a 12-inch cast-iron skillet (if you don’t have one use a 12-
inch stainless steel oven-proof uncoated skillet) over medium high heat. Add 
sausages; cook, turning once, until brown on 2 sides, 2 to 3 minutes per side. 
Transfer sausages to a plate. Remove skillet from heat but do not wipe clean. 
Working quickly, pour prepared batter into the skillet. Arrange sausages 
down center line of the batter spaced 1 to 2 inches apart. Bake until the bat-
ter is puffed, lightly browned, and crisp around the edges, 25 to 30 minutes. 
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Step 3, Shallot Gravy 

Ingredients 

2 tablespoons unsalted butter 2 tablespoons of heavy whipping cream 
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour ¾ teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 
½ teaspoon pepper 4 large shallots thinly sliced (about 1 cup) 
Kosher salt to taste 1½ cups of beef stock (I used Campbell’s) 

 

Gravy Directions 

While the Toad in the Hole is cooking, melt butter in a large skillet over 
medium heat until foamy. Add shallots; cook, stirring occasionally until trans-
lucent, about 4 minutes. Sprinkle with 2 tablespoons flour; cook, stirring con-
stantly, 1 minute, 30 seconds. Slowly stir in stock, scraping up any flour stuck 
to the bottom of skillet. Bring to a simmer over medium heat, stirring occa-
sionally. Continue simmering, stirring often, until thickened, 3 to 4 minutes. 
Remove from heat. Stir in cream, Worcestershire and pepper, and add salt to 
taste. Keep gravy warm over low heat, stirring occasionally, until ready to serve. 

Step 4 

Remove skillet from oven; garnish Toad in the Hole with additional 
pepper. Serve immediately with warm gravy. 
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THE AMATEUR MENDIANT SOCIETY (SIC):  
A RECIPE AND MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Peggy MacFarlane* 

“mendicant,” as referenced by Watson when he speaks of the un-
published case of the Amateur Mendicant Society, is an elegant term 
for a beggar. Neville St. Clair from “The Man With the Twisted Lip” 

is the Canon’s most famous mendicant. A “mendiant,” on the other hand, is a 
delicious chocolate disk topped with nuts and dried fruit. What a difference 
a consonant makes! Well, in English, anyway — in French the words are 
identical and etymologically linked. However, let’s step over that interesting 
rabbit hole and press on with our recipe.  

Mendiants are confections beloved by professional chocolatiers, and you 
will often see them demanding high prices in chocolate shops. At the same 
time, they are actually one of the simplest forms of the chocolatier’s art and 
can be easily tackled by an amateur as well. The possible variations on the 
basic theme of “things on a disk of chocolate” is truly endless and allows for 
a great deal of personal creativity. The recipe provided here has a Do It 
Yourself twist in that it merely provides guidelines that will allow every 
reader to create their own original variation on chocolate mendiants. This 
template recipe makes a dozen or so, depending on how big you choose to 
form them: 

Ingredients 

300 grams chocolate of any type: Dark, milk, white, ruby, etc. Fine choco-
late gives the best results, but regular chocolate chips will work, too. 

Small handfuls of toppings such as dried fruit, nuts, small candies, cookie 
pieces, etc. At least two types of topping is indicated. 

Method 

Set out your toppings, slicing larger pieces to size as needed. Line a bak-
ing sheet or board with parchment paper, or just set a piece on your working 
table. Prepare a piping bag if using. Chop the chocolate evenly and finely. 
Finer pieces help the tempering process, so even chocolate chips could stand 
a little chopping. 

 
                                                                                                         
* Peggy MacFarlane (AKA Peggy Perdue, AKA Violet Westbury, BSI) has completed five out of six 
courses needed for a professional chocolatier’s certificate. Her project for the final Chocolate Show-
pieces course may or may not involve Holmes and Moriarty battling it out over a molten chocolate 
Reichenbach Falls. 

A 
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Temper the chocolate. There are many ways to do this. A professional 

chocolatier might use a marble slab and move melted chocolate over it in 
big, sweeping gestures. However, this is a recipe for amateur mendiants, so 
we’re going to use a microwave oven. Put the chopped chocolate in a plastic 
bowl and microwave in 30 seconds intervals until about 2/3 of the chocolate 
is melted. Don’t allow all the pieces to melt. You may want to give it a quick 
stir between intervals to check progress. Chocolate melts below body tem-
perature so don’t be surprised if the bowl doesn’t even feel warm. Take it out 
of the microwave and stir quickly until the rest of the chocolate pieces melt. 

Working fairly quickly before it starts to set, either put the chocolate in a 
piping bag and pipe out neat circles, or just spoon little irregular disks of 
chocolate onto the parchment paper. Now add your toppings. You can 
adorn the disks as much you like, but the usual method is to leave some 
chocolate exposed. The mendiants should be well set in an hour or so. If the 
chocolate got a little too hot during the tempering, they might stay a little 
soft; in this case, you can put them in the refrigerator for a few minutes to 
help them set completely.  

Put the mendiants on a pretty serving plate and enjoy. Your family and 
friends will beg for more! 
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Membership 

Now, to sweeten the deal, if you do decide to design mendiants of your 
own, you will be eligible for membership in the brand new, quasi-canonical 
organization “The Amateur Mendiant Society (sic).” (Note that (sic) is add-
ed to the society’s name in the tradition of the Hounds of the Baskerville 
(sic) in order to make a clear distinction between this and the venerable Am-
ateur Mendicant Society of Detroit.  

Just send a photo of your results to me at eflpeggy@gmail.com, and you 
will receive in return a pdf certificate attesting to your membership. Please 
let me know what topping and chocolate combinations you come up with I 
look forward to hearing about your creations! 
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THIRD PILLAR FROM THE LEFT 
MUSIC AND SHERLOCK HOLMES IN 2022 

Jens Byskov Jensen* 

t the annual dinner of the Baker Street Irregulars, on Friday, January 
8, 2022, tradition was preserved with the time-honored musical  
 interlude by pianist Henry Boote. This year’s performance included 

Boote’s “The Gold Queen’s Revenge,” rewriting the lyrics for Paul Simon’s 
classic “Bridge over Troubled Water,” thus evoking the events of “The 
Problem of Thor Bridge.” 

If you enjoy reading about Sherlock Holmes and music, perhaps the 
new book “Referring to My Notes — Music and the Sherlockian Canon” 
edited by Karen Wilson and Alexander Katz might be of interest to you. 
Surprisingly, few books have been published on this subject. The prede-
cessor, “Sherlock Holmes and Music” by Guy Warrack, dates back to 
1947. 

Guy Warrack studied music at Magdalen College, Oxford, and con-
tinued his studies at the Royal College of Music in London, where his 
professors included composers Gustav Holst and Vaughan Williams, and 
conductor Adrian Boult. Warrack later taught on the faculty of the Royal 
College of Music and conducted several well-known orchestras in both 
symphonic and operatic productions.  

The new book from Wilson and Katz offers many varied points of view 
and so covers the field well. Several chapters investigate Sherlock Holmes 
himself and his taste in music, as well as his own abilities on the violin and 
as a composer. Other chapters involve opera, early music, popular music, 
film music, stage productions, Irene Adler, and Arthur Conan Doyle. Also, 
a chapter is devoted to musicians among the Baker Street Irregulars of the 
past (members of the BSI, meeting in New York — not Holmes’ original 
street urchins!).  

Joshua T. Harvey is the music director and instructor of musical theater 
at Southeast Missouri State University. He is the archivist for the Patrick 
Gowers music scores from the Granada Television series featuring Jeremy 
Brett as Sherlock Holmes. This year, at the 221bCon and the DePaul Pop 
Culture conventions, he gave presentations on character-specific music in 
adaptations, with a focus on Sherlock Holmes, Dr. Watson, and Irene 
Adler. Urged to share his views, Harvey writes: “In modern media adapta-

                                                                                                         
* Jens Byskov Jensen is a violinist by profession and “The Blanched Soldier” in the BSI. 
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tions, the relationship between Irene Adler and Sherlock Holmes is usu-
ally represented by romantic themes of unrequited love (Granada / BBC). 
Holmes and Watson are often represented by lullaby waltzes, which in-
fuse a sense of homely atmosphere at 221B (Granada, Russian Lenfilm).” 
Holmes’ deductive reasoning is often portrayed with music which sounds 
like machinery. Harvey is also a composer in his own right, releasing mu-
sic on YouTube for Sherlockian societies. 

210 years ago, on October 9 or 10, 1813, the Italian composer Giuseppe 
Verdi was born in Le Roncole, a village near Parma. Verdi’s music is not 
directly mentioned in the Sherlock Holmes stories, although Irene Adler 
was certainly familiar with it from her performances at the Teatro alla 
Scala in Milano, which is forever closely associated with Verdi. Indeed, 
the premiers of his two last operas, “Othello” (1887) and “Falstaff” (1893), 
were at La Scala. Holmes’ dramatic nature certainly suggests that he would 
enjoy Verdi’s operas.  

In 1913, for the centenary of Verdi’s birth, it was entrusted to the ar-
chitect Lamberto Cusani by the city of Parma to construct a monument at 
the square in front of the railway station. The result was an immense gran-
ite and bronze monument by sculptor Ettore Ximenes and his assistants, 
which was inaugurated on February 22, 1920. The centerpiece of the 
monument was a giant altar with scenes from the composer’s life as well as 
his operas, surrounded by an immense structure including 28 statues. On 
May 13, 1944, the monument was damaged by bombing from the allied 
forces of World War II. Fortunately, the large central altar was spared and 
then relocated to the Piazza della Pace next to the Palazza della Pilotta, 
where it remains today. I was recently in Parma and it is an impressive 
artwork to see. Strolling down Strada della Repubblica, I happened to 
look through the window of a tobacconist’s, and on a jar for storing pipe 
tobacco I saw a familiar profile with letters in gold spelling: “Sherlock 
Holmes.” 

 Thank you for your attention. If you believe something should be men-
tioned in this column next year, please feel free to send your thoughts to 
jens@byskovjensen.com. 
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DOINGS OF DOYLE IN 2022 
Mark Jones* 

oings of Doyle is a podcast dedicated to the works of Sir Arthur Co-
nan Doyle. The show is hosted by Paul M. Chapman and myself 
from the UK and started broadcasting in November 2019. In each 

episode, Paul and I look at a different aspect of Conan Doyle’s work, explor-
ing the writing history, literary influences, cultural connections and links to the 
Sherlockian canon. In 2020, we ran our first interview show to showcase the 
work of Doylean scholars and explore different aspects of Conan Doyle’s life. 
The podcast can be accessed from the show’s website, www.doingsofdoyle.com, 
and from all the major podcasting platforms including Apple Podcasts, Google 
Podcasts, Amazon Alexa and YouTube (www.youtube.com/@doingsofdoyle).  

• Episode 22 — ‘The Lord of Chateau Noir’ (1894) — The hunter becomes 
the hunted in this tale set during the Franco-Prussian War (January 30, 
2022). 

• Episode 23 — ‘The Great Keinplatz Experiment’ (1885) — An early example 
of a body swap story in which a serious professor and his carefree student 
swap places (February 28, 2022). 

  

                                                                                                         
* Mark Jones is the co-founder and co-host of Doings of Doyle, and of The Literary Agents. Copy-
right 2023 Mark Jones. Photo by and copyright Teresa J. Dudley. 
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Paul M. Chapman (left) and Mark Jones. Photo by Teresa J. Dudley. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

• Episode 24 — The ACD Society, with Ross Davies — Mark and Paul talk to 
Ross about Conan Doyle’s place in literature and the ambitions for this new 
society dedicated to his life and work (March 31, 2022). 

• Episode 25 — ‘The Adventure of the Creeping Man’ (1923) — Holmes and 
Watson investigate the strange behaviour of Professor Presbury in a story that 
touches on the gothic and occult and the 1920s fascination with bizarre sup-
posedly life-prolonging treatments (April 30, 2022). 

• Episode 26 — ‘The Maracot Deep’ (1929) — Conan Doyle’s last novel takes 
a bombastic scientist and his companions to the bottom of the ocean where 
they encounter a lost civilisation (May 30, 2022). 

• Episode 27 — Conan Doyle and Professor Challenger, with Stephen J. 
Carver — A discussion of Conan Doyle’s great scientist hero, his origins and 
connections to Conan Doyle’s life, interests and personality (June 29, 2022). 

• Episode 28 — ‘A Foreign Office Romance’ (1894) — A French spy makes a 
bold move to avert disaster in this tale of the Napoleonic Wars that partly in-
spired the Brigadier Gerard stories (July 31, 2022). 
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• Episode 29 — ‘The Mystery of Sasassa Valley’ (1879) — Diamond hunters in 
South Africa encounter a mysterious demon in Conan Doyle’s earliest pub-
lished work (August 28, 2022). 

• Episode 30 — Conan Doyle: Memories and Adventures, with Douglas Kerr 
— The podcast is joined by Douglas, General Editor of the Edinburgh 
Works of Arthur Conan Doyle, to discuss the author’s fascinating, if carefully 
stage-managed autobiography (September 29, 2022).  

• Episode 31 — ‘The Curse of Eve’ (1894) — A pensive father spends a rest-
less night awaiting the birth of his first born in a story that originally shocked 
Conan Doyle’s contemporaries, persuading him to change the ending (Octo-
ber 28, 2022). 

• Episode 32 — ‘The Croxley Master’ (1899) — Conan Doyle’s classic tale 
about a doctor’s apprentice who takes part in a prize-fight to earn his univer-
sity fees (November 29, 2022). 

• Episode 33 — Conan Doyle and Crime Fiction, with Martin Edwards — 
Paul and Mark are joined by Martin, President of the Detection Club, to talk 
about Conan Doyle’s lasting influence on crime fiction authors (December 
21, 2022). 
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SHERLOCK HOLMES AND LAW 2022 
Ira Brad Matetsky* 

January 1, 2022: Four Sherlock Holmes stories that had their first U.S. pub-
lication in Liberty magazine in 1926 — “The Three Gables,” “The Blanched 
Soldier,” “The Lion’s Mane,” and “The Retired Colourman” — enter the 
public domain in the United States as their 95-year terms of copyright pro-
tection expire. So does Arthur Conan Doyle’s novel The Land of Mist. (See 
also December 31 entry.) 

January 28, 2022: A federal judge allows the FBI to withhold a category of 
documents from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act because 
releasing these confidential law-enforcement documents “would risk circum-
vention of the law.” Citing The Sign of Four, Judge Trevor McFadden observes 
that “[a] criminal can double his efforts to avoid detection once he knows 
the methods that law enforcement uses to catch wrongdoers. That is true 
even for historical methods. Not only do the law enforcement procedures of 
today build on what came before, but certain investigations might require a 
return to earlier investigative techniques. After all, Sherlock Holmes began 
using fingerprint evidence 130 years ago, and that technique remains critical 
to law enforcement today.”1 

March 9, 2022: The U.S. District Court for the Western District of Kentucky 
denies a criminal defendant’s motion to suppress evidence. Judge Benjamin 
Beaton observes that “[r]egardless of whether Sherlock Holmes would’ve 
investigated in the same way, [the police officer’s] line of inquiry was certainly 
reasonable. And our Fourth Amendment caselaw wasn’t written according 
to the standards of Arthur Conan Doyle; it requires only ‘a particularized 
and objective basis’ for suspicion, which typically ‘does not present a particu-
larly high bar.’”2 

July 12, 2022: A man alleged to be an American fugitive appears in a Scot-
tish court, where he improbably claims to be the victim of mistaken identity, 
even though his fingerprints match those of the wanted man. After the court 

                                                                                                         
* Ira Brad Matetsky is a lawyer and is “The Final Problem” in the Baker Street Irregulars. 
1 Callimachi v. Federal Bureau of Investigation, No. 20-cv-1362 (TNM), 2022 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 
16212, at *30-31 (D.D.C. Jan. 28, 2022). 
2 United States v. Dunn, No. 3:21-CR-45-BJB, 2022 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 41610, at *10 (W.D. Ky. 
Mar. 9, 2022) (citation omitted). 
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hearing, a reporter asks the man if “the game was up.” He replies, “the game 
has just started. The game is afoot.”3  

August 12, 2022: Judge William J. Nardini of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Second Circuit is faced with an issue of insurance contract interpretation 
in which “[n]either party’s interpretation is entirely satisfactory.” The insured’s 
reading of the contract language is “strained,” but the insurer’s reading “direct-
ly contradicts the language” of the contract. Judge Nardini recognizes that 
“‘when you have eliminated the impossible, whatever remains, however im-
probable, must be the truth.” He therefore rejects the insurer’s interpretation, 
which is impossible, in favor of the insured’s, which is merely improbable.4  

September 6, 2022: The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit 
addresses a complex case involving a U.S. company accused of providing 
financial support to a group that murdered thousands of people abroad. 
While evaluating the sufficiency of plaintiffs’ evidence, the court (in an 
opinion written by Judge Adalberto Jordan), observes that plaintiffs in this 
type of case may have to rely on circumstantial evidence of wrongdoing, 
which is entitled to the same consideration as direct evidence. In a caution-
ary footnote, however, the court adds that “[c]ircumstantial evidence, as 
Sherlock Holmes once put it, ‘is a very tricky thing. … It may seem to point 
straight to one thing, but if you shift your own point of view a little, you 
may find it pointing in an equally uncompromising manner to something 
entirely different.”5 

October 17, 2022: The Daily Mail reports on recent developments in the 
ongoing litigation among members of the Aidiniantz family, owners of the 
Sherlock Holmes Museum in London. The paper reports that “[t]he family 
have appeared in court more than 100 times over the Sherlock Holmes Mu-
seum near Marylebone Station arguing about money and property,” racking 
up more than £2.5 million in legal fees thus far with no end in sight.6 

December 7, 2022: The U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania becomes the latest court to cite “Silver Blaze.” Judge Thomas 

                                                                                                         
3 “Nicholas Rossi: Alleged US Fugitive Quotes Sherlock Holmes at Court,” https://www.bbc.com/ 
news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-62135027 (July 12, 2022). 
4 ExxonMobil Oil Corp. v. TIG Ins. Co., 44 F.4th 163, 175 (2d Cir. 2022) (quoting The Sign of Four), 
cert. dismissed, 2022 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 5458 (Dec. 21, 2022). 
5 Carrizosa v. Chiquita Brands International, No. 19-13926, 2022 U.S. App. 25005, at *89-90 & n.6 
(11th Cir. Sept. 6, 2022) (quoting “The Boscombe Valley Mystery”). 
6 “Boss of Sherlock Holmes Museum Continues ‘Bitter’ High Court Battle with His Little Brother,” 
Daily Mail, https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11323143/Boss-Sherlock-Holmes-Museum-
continues-bitter-High-Court-battle-little-brother.html (Oct. 17, 2022). 
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P. Agresti observes that “[a]nother piece of evidence as to reasonableness … 
may be likened to the famous clue of the ‘dog that didn’t bark in the night.’”7 
Indeed, an oral argument before the U.S. Supreme Court the very same day 
reflects that “the dog that didn’t bark” analogy is now familiar enough to be 
invoked without explaining it. Arguing in opposition to the “independent 
state legislatures” theory, attorney Neil Katyal asserts that the Federalist Papers 
and other authorities from that period never mentioned this theory. Thus, 
“lastly and most importantly, the dog never barked.”8 

December 31, 2022: At midnight, the U.S. copyrights on the last two Sher-
lock Holmes stories, “The Veiled Lodger” and “Shoscombe Old Place,” ex-
pire. As of January 1, 2023, the entire Canon is in the public domain in the 
United States. 

 

 

                                                                                                         
7 Honeywell Int’l. Inc. v. North Am. Refractories Co. Personal Injury Settlement Trust, Adv. No. 21-
2097-TPA, 2022 Bankr. LEXIS 3468, at *52-53 & n.15 (Bankr. W.D. Pa. Dec. 7, 2022). 
8 Tr. of Oral Argument at 73, Moore v. Harper, No. 21-1271 (argued Dec. 7, 2022). “Silver Blaze” 
citations also continue to appear in the law reviews. See also Eli Nahmani, “The Irrelevance of the 
Northwest Ordinance Example to the Debate About Originalism and the Nondelegation Doctrine,” 
2022 U. Ill. L. Rev. Online 17, 19-20 & n.21 (Feb. 25, 2022) (also evaluating a “dog that didn’t 
bark” argument). 
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THE ADVENTURE OF THE  
STOCKBROKER’S CLERK 

A NEW ANNOTATED EDITION 

Arthur Conan Doyle, with annotations by Peter E. Blau,1 Fabienne Courouge,2 
Greg Darak,3 Ross E. Davies,4 Nancy Holder,5 Harrison Hunt,6 Mark Jones,7  

Brad Keefauver,8 Francine Kitts,9 Richard Krisciunas,10 Lou Lewis,11 Max Magee,12 
Steve Mason,13 Ira Brad Matetsky,14Scott Monty,15 James C. O’Leary,16  

Xander Sobecki,17 Pamela J. Sullivan,18 Jonathan Tiemann,19 and Beverly Wolov20  

                                                                                                         
1 Peter E. Blau served in the U.S. Navy, is a geologist, journalist, and subject of Peter E. Blau: A 
Festschrift, published by BSI Press. 
2 Fabienne Courouge is the founder and editor of La Gazette du 221B. 
3 Greg Darak co-runs The Men on the Tor and is a member of The Three Garridebs, The Speckled 
Band of Boston, and The Cornish Horrors. 
4 Ross E. Davies is an editor of The Baker Street Almanac. 
5 Nancy Holder is co-editor with Margie Deck of “The Terror of Blue John Gap” Project for the 
Arthur Conan Doyle Society.  
6 Harrison Hunt has particular interests in Christopher Morley, the history of the BSI, and the 
medical and surgical practices of Dr. Watson’s day. 
7 Mark Jones co-hosts Doings of Doyle — The Arthur Conan Doyle Podcast with Paul M. Chapman. 
He is a higher education consultant and lives in York. 
8 Brad Keefauver is, most recently, the author of Holmes in an Hour or Two, and runs the Sherlockian 
Chronologist Guild. 
9 Francine Kitts was a founding member of the Baskerville Bash, later the Gaslight Gala, and serves 
on several committees for the Beacon Society. 
10 Rich Krisciunas has practiced law for 48 years, and is a member of the Ribston-Pippins, Amateur 
Mendicant Society, and Crew of the Barque Lone Star. 
11 Lou Lewis has led the Hudson Valley Sciontists for the past 40 years. He has written for the Baker 
Street Journal and other BSI publications. 
12 Max Magee is a member of the Notorious Canary-Trainers of Madison and the Hounds of the 
Internet, and organized an e-mail re-serialization of The Hound. 
13 Steve Mason heads the Crew of the Barque Lone Star; Chairs the Communications Committee 
for the Beacon Society; and co-created the Baker Street Elementary comics. 
14 Ira Brad Matetsky is Canonical Annotations Editor of The Baker Street Almanac. 
15 Scott Monty co-hosts the “IHOSE” and “Trifles” podcasts, coordinates “The Stranger’s Room” on 
Facebook, and is a strategy, communications, and leadership advisor. 
16 James C. O’Leary is a member of The Speckled Band of Boston, The Sons of the Copper Beech-
es, The Cornish Horrors, and the Sydney Passengers. 
17 Xander Sobecki of the Chicago Baritsu Society works as a public relations manager and medical 
ghostwriter, specializing in neurological and maxillofacial surgical methods.  
18 Pamela J. Sullivan is interested in the Holmes-Watson relationship, collects Doylean/Sherlockian 
and Golden Age detective fiction, and enjoys adding to her replica 221B sitting room.  
19 Jonathan Tiemann who heads an investment advisory firm, has done extensive research into nine-
teenth-century banking and finance, with special emphasis on Gold Rush California. 
20 Beverly Wolov has an M.A in the History of Decorative Arts from the Smithsonian/Corcoran 
College of Art and Design, with a background in fashion history. 
These authors retain copyright in their work here: Blau, Holder, Hunt, Jones, Mandell, Mason, 
O’Leary, Sullivan, Tiemann, Wolov. 
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hortly after my marriage21 I had bought a connection22 in the Padding-
ton district.23 Old Mr. Farquhar, from whom I purchased it, had at 
one time an excellent general practice; but his age, and an affliction of 

the nature of St. Vitus’s Dance24 from which he suffered, had very much 
thinned it. The public not unnaturally goes on the principle that he who 
would heal others must himself be whole, and looks askance at the curative 
powers of the man whose own case is beyond the reach of his drugs. Thus as 
my predecessor weakened his practice declined, until when I purchased it 
from him it had sunk from twelve hundred to little more than three hundred 
a year.25 I had confidence, however, in my own youth26 and energy, and was 
convinced that in a very few years the concern would be as flourishing as 
ever.27 

                                                                                                         
21 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 69, n. 2; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 474, n. 2; WBG, p. 2:153, n. 1. 
22 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 69, n. 3; LSK, 1 New Ann., pp. 474-75, n. 3; OSH: Memoirs, p. 287. 
23 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, pp. 69-70, n. 4; WBG, pp. 2:153-54, n. 2. 
24 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 70, n. 5; LSK, 1 New Ann., pp. 475-76, n. 4; OSH: Memoirs, p. 287. 
25 OSH: Memoirs, p. 287; WBG, p. 2:154, n. 3. GREG DARAK: In The New Annotated Sherlock 
Holmes, Leslie Klinger wonders how the Watson who needed to share rooms in Baker Street could 
have afforded to purchase a practice, even one in decline, given that the average price then was one 
to one-and-a-half times the practice’s annual income. One possibility is that among the people 
Holmes helped in his early cases, there were bankers along the lines of Alexander Holder of BERY, 
or Mr. Merryweather of REDH, who in gratitude for his help would have been glad to give Dr. 
Watson a loan on favorable terms. If no banker was able or willing, another wealthy client could 
have shown his gratitude by being co-signer with him on a loan. 

JONATHAN TIEMANN: How much would about £300 a year be worth today? Inflation over such 
long periods is tricky to estimate because the basket of goods and services that people generally 
consume has changed so much, but based on figures from the UK Office for National Statistics, 
£300 in 1889 had about the same purchasing power as £45,000, or about $55,000, today. So Wat-
son’s £300 was rather meagre for an established professional, but his ambition to restore the practice 
to £1200 a year seems a credible target. We learn later that Hall Pycroft jumped at the offer of £500 
a year — much more than a young clerk at a relatively early stage of his career could expect to earn. 
Mawson’s had offered Pycroft £200. 
26 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 70, n. 6; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 476, n. 5; WBG, p. 2:154, n. 4. 
27 JAMES C. O’LEARY: What kind of medical man was Farquhar? In “Some Marginalia on Doctors 
in the Canon” (James C. O’Leary with research by Harrison Hunt), The Watsonian, Vol. 1, No. 1 
(Fall 2013), the author wrote, “James Mortimer (HOUN), Mr. Kent (BLAN), Sir Leslie Oakshott 
(ILLU) and the old, white-haired country surgeon of North Walsham (DANC) all had Member-
ship of the Royal College of Surgeons (MRCS). Unless titled, these doctors were simply called 
‘Mister.’ This tradition harkens back to the Middle Ages, when surgery was not the practice of a 
university-taught physician but that of a barber, a workman who learned his trade by apprenticeship. 
Interestingly, old Mr. Farquhar — not ‘Dr.’ (STOC) — from whom Watson bought his post-
marriage practice, appears not to have been a surgeon. With ‘an affliction of the nature of St Vitus’s 
dance’ one would expect a surgeon’s practice not to decline but abruptly cease. Why didn’t Watson 
call him doctor? As Watson calls him ‘old,’ he may have been in practice forty or fifty years. Could 
he have been an old-fashioned apothecary? Today an apothecary might be thought of as someone 
who only dispenses medicine. That they did, but they also treated patients, offered medical advice, 
preformed midwifery and some surgery; many of the same duties, in fact, as a GP. Like the barber-

S 
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For three months after taking over the practice I was kept very closely at 
work, and saw little of my friend Sherlock Holmes, for I was too busy to 
visit Baker Street,28 and he seldom went anywhere himself save upon profes-
sional business. I was surprised, therefore, when, one morning in June,29 as I 
sat reading the British Medical Journal30 after breakfast,31 I heard a ring at the 
                                                                                                         
surgeons before the turn of the eighteenth century, apothecaries learned their trade in apprentice-
ship. After the Apothecaries Act of 1815, Farquhar would have completed training for his Licenti-
ateship of the Society of Apothecaries (LSA). Apothecary or no, he had been successful for many 
years; his steps were worn three inches deeper than his neighbor’s.” 
28 SCOTT MONTY: How busy was Watson, really? His practice was at about one-third its capacity; 
were he as engaged with its revitalization as he would have us believe, would he have had time to 
lounge around after breakfast in his slippers and enjoy some reading? One would imagine a truly 
industrious and entrepreneurial Watson engaged with patients, doing rounds, or partaking in other 
work that would have actually kept him busy. Perhaps Watson applied some literary license to his 
medical license? 
29 WBG, p. 2:154, n. 5. BRAD KEEFAUVER: When it comes to “The Stockbroker’s Clerk,” Sher-
lockian chronologists across the board agree upon one thing: It occurred on a Saturday in June. And 
while there are two main camps fighting over whether it was June 1, 1889 or June 15, 1889, not 
everyone agrees on the year of this story and with good reason — two good reasons, in fact. First, 
Watson doesn’t give us the year in his text; and second, and much more problematic, Watson does 
write that the case was “shortly after my marriage,” and Watson’s marriage is the muddiest chronol-
ogy swamp of his seventeen years working with Sherlock Holmes. While an 1889 date agrees with 
the “It was the summer of ’89, not long after my marriage” presented in “Engineer’s Thumb,” a look 
at “A Scandal in Bohemia” says otherwise. In that case, “marriage had drifted us away from each 
other” by March 20, 1888. And let’s not get into Watson’s wife’s visiting her mother when “The Five 
Orange Pips” occurred in 1887, according to Watson. In the end, the full date of “The Stockbroker’s 
Clerk” depends mightily upon one’s views on Watson’s marriage, and one’s answers to “when” and 
“how many” on that topic. 
30 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 70, n. 7; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 476, n. 6; OSH: Memoirs, p. 287; WBG, p. 
2:155, n. 6. 
31 PAMELA J. SULLIVAN: As in this account, Watson seems ever ready to abandon his practice in 
favor of adventures with Holmes — whether for the day (BOSC), a week (FINA), or entirely 
(NORW) — but he remained diligent in keeping well-informed in his profession. During periods 
when he was not in active practice, we see that, for example, he kept and made use of a “small medi-
cal shelf” of books (HOUN) and read carefully “a recent treatise on surgery” (GOLD). He refers as 
well to a monograph on obscure nervous lesions that even its author, Dr. Percy Trevelyan, acknowl-
edges was not widely known (RESI). That Holmes himself recognizes and values Watson’s expertise 
is made evident in DYIN when, in constructing the trap for Culverton Smith, Holmes explicitly 
factors in and works to elude Watson’s capabilities. Though we often see the practical application of 
Watson’s medical skill (e.g. ENGI, GREE), in looking beyond the strictly medical/professional we 
are able to follow Watson’s study of Holmes’ methods from his first (untutored) attempt — from the 
list titled “Sherlock Holmes: His Limits,” which met its end crumpled in the fireplace; through 
multiple variations (including here in STOC) of Holmes bemoaning that “I am afraid that I rather 
give myself away when I explain” after having done so; and onward to Watson’s still not-quite-
successful efforts to apply Holmes’s methods, as with an unidentified walking stick in HOUN and 
regarding the Ronald Adair case in EMPT. While he may be less successful in implementation, Wat-
son nonetheless understands the concepts of detection. He proclaims in the first chapter of STUD, 
“The proper study of mankind is man”; this is demonstrably a core belief and a guiding principle. 
These examples illustrate the trait of continuous learning inherent in Watson’s personality, which 
create the ideal counterpart to Holmes’ role as perpetual teacher. 
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bell, followed by the high, somewhat strident tones of my old companion’s 
voice.32 

“Ah, my dear Watson,” said he, striding into the room, “I am very de-
lighted to see you! I trust that Mrs. Watson has entirely recovered from all 
the little excitements connected with our adventure of the Sign of Four.”33 
                                                                                                         
32 JAMES C. O’LEARY: SCAN presents itself as the first time Watson had seen Holmes since his 
marriage. STOC is clearly the second. While the date of Watson’s marriage is in doubt — SIGN 
implies 1888 as the year, but there is enough ambiguity in the narrative to leave both the year and 
month of its occurrence open to debate, and the stated dates of SCAN (March 20, 1888) and FIVE 
(“latter days of September” 1887) only muddy the waters more. It is clear that Paddington is his first 
practice (ENGR: “It was in the summer of ‘89, not long after my marriage…. My practice had 
steadily increased, and as I happened to live at no very great distance from Paddington Station…”) 
and that Kensington, the practice Watson sells to Holmes’ distant relation Dr. Verner (NORW) and 
where Holmes visits Watson in the disguise of an old bookseller (EMPT, spring 1894), was the 
second. This means that REDH, with its year of 1890 and location of Watson’s house in Kensing-
ton, postdates STOC. The scam of the criminals (the Beddington brothers in STOC; John Clay and 
Duncan Ross in REDH) luring Holmes’ client (Hall Pycroft STOC; Jabez Wilson REDH) from 
their place of work, or future work, to another location for a lucrative make-busy job for a bogus 
organization while the criminals commit a crime in the victim’s absence is the same. It does seem 
puzzling, when seen chronologically, that Watson would spend a 189-word paragraph puzzling over 
the events of REDH, and that Holmes says, “I really wouldn’t miss your case for the world. It is 
most refreshingly unusual,” when, in fact, they had dealt with the same circumstances only a year 
earlier. When looked at in publishing order, REDH preceded STOC by a year and a half. Holmes’ 
adventures in The Strand started to run in July 1891, after the detective’s supposed death at the 
Reichenbach Fall that May. We know that The Strand, through the aegis of literary agent A. Conan 
Doyle, had to coax a reluctant, grieving Watson to write the second six of the stories that became 
The Adventures and then use more coaxing (i.e. cash) to produce the next twelve of The Memoirs. 
With no plans of churning out a long running series, Watson may have decided to focus “all that is 
bizarre and outside the conventions and humdrum routine of everyday life” into REDH without 
mentioning that Clay and Ross had conceived of the Red-Headed League scheme after reading 
about the Beddington brothers’ arrest in the papers. 
33 OSH: Memoirs, p. 287. GREG DARAK: It would have been natural for Watson to have replied to 
this question by saying, “Yes. Mary is fine.” Instead he replies, “we are both very well,” not mention-
ing her name — just as, when referring to her, he also doesn’t mention her name in SCAN, CROO, 
and FIVE. She is always just referred to as “my wife”. Even when she actually appears in a story, as 
in BOSC or TWIS, she is never called “Mary”; she is just “my wife.” Why? One can’t help thinking 
that Conan Doyle just didn’t remember her name, and couldn’t be bothered looking it up, even 
though he must have had a copy of SIGN somewhere in his library. This may seem difficult to be-
lieve, but it shouldn’t be, when you think of the other name confusions that appear in the Canon — 
“Mrs. Turner,” two Moriarty brothers named “James,” and even getting Watson’s name wrong, call-
ing him “James” in TWIS. There are even cases where Conan Doyle gets the names wrong in the 
same story — Trevor Bennett is called “Jack” at one point in CREE, and Grant Munro’s wife in 
YELL also calls him “Jack.” This probably indicates how seriously Doyle took the Holmes stories 
compared to his historical fiction, where he went to great lengths to make sure his details were accu-
rate. It’s surprising, then, when he later gets right details that you wouldn’t think he would remem-
ber. For example, in PRIO, the name “John H. Watson” appears on the map, even though there’s no 
necessity for its being there at all. Conan Doyle’s using the correct name is even more surprising 
when you realize that he hadn’t mentioned Watson’s first name since he used it twelve years earlier, 
and then he got it wrong. Also, in BRUC he mentions the three top foreign agents in London, and 
correctly uses the names — Hugo Oberstein and Louis La Rothière — of the spies who were still 
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“Thank you, we are both very well,” said I, shaking him warmly by the 
hand. 

“And I hope, also,” he continued, sitting down in the rocking-chair, 
“that the cares of medical practice have not entirely obliterated the interest 
which you used to take in our little deductive problems.” 

“On the contrary,” I answered, “it was only last night that I was looking 
over my old notes, and classifying some of our past results.” 

“I trust that you don’t consider your collection closed.” 
“Not at all. I should wish nothing better than to have some more of such 

experiences.” 
“To-day, for example?” 
“Yes, to-day, if you like.” 
“And as far off as Birmingham?” 
“Certainly, if you wish it.”34 
“And the practice?” 
“I do my neighbor’s when he goes. He is always ready to work off the 

debt.”35 
“Ha! Nothing could be better,” said Holmes, leaning back in his chair 

and looking keenly at me from under his half-closed lids. “I perceive that 
you have been unwell lately. Summer colds are always a little trying.” 

“I was confined to the house by a severe chill for three days last week.36 I 
thought, however, that I had cast off every trace of it.” 

“So you have. You look remarkably robust.” 
“How, then, did you know of it?” 

                                                                                                         
active at the end of SECO. My only guess for an explanation of this is that, after reading some of 
the early Sherlockian commentary that appeared when HOUN was first published, he realized that 
some people were taking the stories much more seriously than he, and that he should be paying 
some attention to what he had previously written. If so, it was only a temporary phase — when he 
wrote the dramatic version of SPEC in 1910, the client’s name was not Helen Stoner but Enid 
Stonor, and the villain Grimesby Rylott. 
34 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 71, n. 8; WBG, p. 2:155, n. 7. 
35 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 71. n. 9; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 476, n. 7. 
36 MARK JONES: Dr. Robert S. Katz and Mark Jones have cast doubt on Watson’s claim to have 
suffered a cold. While a bout of cold is a possibility, air-borne infectious diseases, including influenza, 
are less common in the summer than winter and unlikely to result in seventy-two hours in bed. The 
authors suggest an alternative diagnosis of cholecystitis (inflammation of the gall bladder due to stones), 
which is symptomatic with three days of fever. The root cause may be enteric fever (typhoid), which 
Watson contracted at the base hospital at Peshawar (STUD), and which can survive for long periods 
of time in the gall bladder, resulting the patient’s becoming an unwitting carrier. While Watson may 
have experienced only occasional bouts of sickness, his condition may have been more problematic 
for others, notably Mary Watson, who the authors suggest may have contracted typhoid from her 
husband. Mark Jones and Robert S. Katz, “Canonical Cholecystitis — Watson, Budd, and Typhoid,” 
Canadian Holmes, Vol. 45, No. 4 (Fall 2022), pp. 15-20. 
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“My dear fellow, you know my methods.” 
“You deduced it, then?” 
“Certainly.” 
“And from what?” 
“From your slippers.”37 
I glanced down at the new patent leathers38 which I was wearing. “How 

on earth—” I began, but Holmes answered my question before it was asked. 
“Your slippers are new,” he said. “You could not have had them more 

than a few weeks. The soles which you are at this moment presenting to me 
are slightly scorched. For a moment I thought they might have got wet and 
been burned in the drying. But near the instep there is a small circular wafer 
of paper with the shopman’s hieroglyphics upon it. Damp would of course 
have removed this. You had, then, been sitting with your feet outstretched 
to the fire, which a man would hardly do even in so wet a June as this39 if he 
were in his full health.” 

Like all Holmes’s reasoning the thing seemed simplicity itself when it 
was once explained. He read the thought upon my features, and his smile 
had a tinge of bitterness. 

“I am afraid that I rather give myself away when I explain,” said he. “Re-
sults without causes are much more impressive. You are ready to come to 
Birmingham, then?” 

“Certainly. What is the case?” 
“You shall hear it all in the train. My client is outside in a four-wheeler.40 

Can you come at once?” 
“In an instant.” I scribbled a note to my neighbor, rushed upstairs to ex-

plain the matter to my wife,41 and joined Holmes upon the door-step. 
“Your neighbor is a doctor,” said he, nodding at the brass plate.42 

                                                                                                         
37 FRANCINE KITTS: Slippers are the oldest style of shoe in history, dating back to prehistoric times. 
The oldest surviving pair of shoes that have been found are slippers and are believed to have been 
worn 10,000 years ago. They were made from woven fabric with a folded pocket to protect the wearer’s 
toes and were strapped to the foot with a thong due to the lack of structure. The word “slipper” 
derives from the Old English language from the words “sliper” and “slipor,” which mean “slip-shoe.” 
As described by Dr. Samuel Johnson: “A shoe without a leather behind, into which the foot slips 
easily.” 
38 FRANCINE KITTS: Patent leather is a fine-grained leather treated to give it a glossy appearance. 
During the eighteenth century a patent was granted for a process for preparing flexible leather having a 
glaze and polish, rendering it impervious to water and needing only to be wiped with a sponge to 
restore its original luster. See www.madehow.com/Volume-6/Patent-Leather.html and en.wikipedia.org/ 
wiki/Patent_leather 
39 WBG, p. 2:155, n.8. 
40 OSH: Memoirs, p. 287. 
41 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 72, n. 10. 
42 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 72, n. 11; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 477, n. 8. 
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“Yes; he bought a practice as I did.” 
“An old-established one?” 
“Just the same as mine. Both have been ever since the houses were built.” 
“Ah! Then you got hold of the best of the two.” 
“I think I did. But how do you know?” 
“By the steps, my boy. Yours are worn three inches deeper than his.43 But 

this gentleman in the cab is my client, Mr. Hall Pycroft. Allow me to intro-
duce you to him. Whip your horse up, cabby, for we have only just time to 
catch our train.” 

The man whom I found myself facing was a well built, fresh-
complexioned young fellow, with a frank, honest face and a slight, crisp, 
yellow mustache. He wore a very shiny top hat44 and a neat suit of sober 
black,45 which made him look what he was — a smart young City man,46 of 

                                                                                                         
43 IRA MATETSKY: Assuming that the steps were made of any sort of respectable building material, 
the idea that a few years’ routine wear and tear wore them down by three full inches seems highly 
implausible. 
44 BEV WOLOV: There was a time when a British man would not be seen without a hat. It was his 
armor with which he faced the public. It was also a statement of identity. Codified as British clothing 
tended to be, hat styles referenced financial and social status along with a myriad of other sartorial 
markers. The top hat was the sign of a gentleman, a symbolism happily employed by the ambitious, 
rising, middle-class Hall Pycroft.  

Haberdashery tradition credits John Hetherington for inventing the top hat in 1793. According to 
popular folklore, the shiny luster of the silk was so intimidating when Hetherington wore it in public, 
women fainted, children screamed, dogs howled and crowd chaos ensued. Supposedly, the Lord Mayor 
fined Hetherington £500 for this outrageous disturbance of peace. In actuality, most early top hats 
were made of low luster, felted, beaver fur in grey, brown, beige, or white. Shiny black silk was even-
tually introduced and became preferred from the 1840s onward. Over the course of the top hat’s 
more than two-hundred-year history, its crowns have been tapered, waisted, or straight-sided. 
Height has varied according to the fashion. Brims have narrowed or widened, curling gently or 
sharply at the sides. Recognized for its elegance, the top hat was considered correct day wear in the 
city from the moment of introduction. The top hat had become de rigueur evening wear with a dress 
coat by the 1840s. Its presence as daywear decreased in the Edwardian period when the lounge suit 
(sport jacket) became popular. The top hat continues to be seen, today, at formal occasions such as 
weddings and funerals, as well as high-society, political, and international diplomatic events. It may 
be proudly inherited, purchased, or discovered in a junk shop, handily reconditioned or refurbished 
by establishments such as James Lock & Co. 
45 BEV WOLOV: That Hall Pycroft’s suit is black is not a surprise. Black was the fabric color of 
choice for men living or working in a nineteenth-century British city where everything turned sticky 
black from industry and domestic fire coal smut that swirled continuously in the air. This color 
preference was assisted by the development of aniline dyes in 1856, making attainable the once 
difficult to produce and quickly fading black dye, a problem no more. What is of greater significance 
is the note that the suit was described as “neat.” By the 1880s, the middle-class men’s coat hung 
loose from the shoulders with little or no definition at the waistline; baggy trousers added to this 
undefined silhouette. An upper-class suit, however, would fit snugly, regardless of popular trends. A 
tailor would be utilized to adjust seams and manipulate the fabric, making sure the suit hung 
smoothly and wrinkle free. Our forward-thinking Hall Pycroft was obviously aware of this sartorial 
delineation between classes. That his suit was “neat” strongly suggests he stepped beyond what was 
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the class who have been labeled cockneys,47 but who give us our crack volun-
teer regiments,48 and who turn out more fine athletes and sportsmen than 
any body of men in these islands. His round, ruddy face was naturally full of 
cheeriness, but the corners of his mouth seemed to me to be pulled down in 
a half-comical distress. It was not, however, until we were all in a first-class 
carriage and well started upon our journey to Birmingham that I was able to 
learn what the trouble was which had driven him to Sherlock Holmes. 

 

                                                                                                         
typical of his middle-class status and used a tailor to make sure his suit fitted him properly. Ambi-
tious, he wanted to look the role to which he aspired: a gentleman. 
46 JONATHAN TIEMANN: The City, in 1889 as today, is to the British financial markets as Wall 
Street is to the American. While New York had become an important financial center by the 1880s, 
and several cities on the Continent had substantial bourses, the City of London was the financial 
hub of global capitalism. Holmes’s description of Hall Pycroft indicates that he suited the stereotype 
of his occupation. This stereotype would have been useful to Pycroft’s employers, too. In the 1880s, 
brokerage, banking, and trading houses were typically private partnerships, which generally did not 
disclose their financial position. Location and image were crucial if they were to inspire confidence 
in their customers and trading counterparties. A customer arriving at the offices of Coxon & Wood-
house would expect to see a number of young clerks at work, and it would be essential for them to 
look the part. Pycroft was of a type as recognizable in 1889 as the young, professionally dressed men 
and women spilling out of the pubs in Leadenhall Market or the South Street Seaport on summer 
Friday afternoons are today. 
47 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 72, n. 12; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 477, n. 9; OSH: Memoirs, p. 278. MARK 
JONES: Hall Pycroft is the only character in the Canon explicitly referred to as a “cockney,” though 
there may be others whose origins go unnoted. The term “cockney” is traditionally used to refer to 
Londoners born in the East End — within the chimes of “Bow Bells,” i.e., St Mary-le-Bow, Cheap-
side, in the City of London — but is often used to refer to Londoners more broadly. The word 
derives from the fourteenth-century term “cokenay,” meaning “cock’s eggs,” which are of course a 
physical impossibility, and hence the term had pejorative connotations (Britannica). Conan Doyle 
certainly used the term to disparage in “Selecting a Ghost” (London Society, December 1883), where 
a character displays the “usual cockney vulgarity,” and in “The Story of the Club-Footed Grocer” 
(Strand Magazine, November 1898), where another is referred to as a “cursed cockney thief.” Here, 
however, the cockneys are held up as great volunteer soldiers, athletes and sportsmen — high praise 
from Conan Doyle.  

Cockney is also a dialect, famed for its rhyming slang in which words are substituted for others, 
often in very convoluted ways. Some rhymes are obvious, such as “apples and pears” for “stairs,” 
while others require an additional step to be understood, such as “use your loaf” for “use your head,” 
where “loaf” is short for “loaf of bread.” Though Conan Doyle often writes in dialect, notably in 
Rodney Stone with a dazzling array of accents, he does not seek to give Pycroft the distinctive cadence of 
cockney speech here, although he does in A Duet, with an Occasional Chorus (1899), in which one 
character speaks “in the softly insinuating way of the cockney.” 

In May 2021, Mark Jones claimed to have unearthed a cockney version of STOC which he pre-
sented to a meeting of the Crew of the Barque Lone Star. The variant had apparently been prepared 
by Dr John H. Watson at the request of Strand editor Herbert Greenhough Smith, who sensed an 
opportunity to expand the readership of the journal from the genteel West End to a new readership 
in the east of the city. Jones was unable to prove the provenance of the document, written in cockney 
slang, and some anachronistic usage therein seems to indicate he was fooled by an elaborate forgery. 
48 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 72, n. 13; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 478, n. 10; 5OSH: Memoirs, pp. 278-79 
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“We have a clear run here of seventy minutes,” Holmes remarked.49 “I 
want you, Mr. Hall Pycroft, to tell my friend your very interesting experience 
exactly as you have told it to me, or with more detail if possible. It will be of 
use to me to hear the succession of events again. It is a case, Watson, which 
may prove to have something in it, or may prove to have nothing, but which, 
at least, presents those unusual and outré50 features which are as dear to you 
as they are to me. Now, Mr. Pycroft, I shall not interrupt you again.” 

Our young companion looked at me with a twinkle in his eye. 
“The worst of the story is,” said he, “that I show myself up as such a con-

founded fool. Of course it may work out all right, and I don’t see that I 
could have done otherwise; but if I have lost my crib51 and get nothing in 
exchange I shall feel what a soft Johnnie52 I have been. I’m not very good at 
telling a story, Dr. Watson, but it is like this with me: 

“I used to have a billet at Coxon & Woodhouse’s, of Draper’s Gardens,53 
but they were let in54 early in the spring through the Venezuelan loan,55 as 
no doubt you remember, and came a nasty cropper.56 I had been with them 
five years, and old Coxon gave me a ripping good testimonial when the 
smash came, but of course we clerks57 were all turned adrift, the twenty-
seven of us. I tried here and tried there, but there were lots of other chaps on 

                                                                                                         
49 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 72, n. 14. 
50 OSH: Memoirs, p. 279. 
51 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 73, n. 15; OSH: Memoirs, p. 289; WBG, p. 2:155, n. 9. 
52 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 73, n. 16; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 478, n. 11. 
53 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 73, n. 17; WBG, p. 2:155, n. 10. 
54 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 73, n. 18; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 474, n. 12; OSH: Memoirs, p. 289. 
55 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 73, n. 19; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 478-49, n. 13; OSH: Memoirs, p. 289. 
JONATHAN TIEMANN: City financiers of the Victorian era handled securities from all over the 
world. The emerging, and not entirely stable, nation of Venezuela tapped the global markets for 
financing, largely to build railways, for much of the nineteenth century. The country at least partially 
defaulted and rescheduled its debt several times. One of its major debt restructurings took place in 
the autumn of 1888, consolidating foreign debt, paying 3%, and domestic debt, paying 5%, into a 
combined debt, supposedly (but never actually) paying 4%. While their prices, as reported in the 
newspapers, were fairly stable throughout 1889, a small, aggressive firm might well be fatally wrong-
footed speculating in such securities. Conan Doyle was also a self-confessed speculator, so the “Ven-
ezuelan Loan” may also have recalled one of his own unsuccessful forays. 
56 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 73, n. 20; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 479, n. 14; OSH: Memoirs, p. 289. 
57 MAX MAGEE: For Americans who have only read Sherlock Holmes (in American English, in our 
heads), it might be surprising to listen to British speakers pronounce some words in the Canon. In 
some cases, words like “clerk” sound jarringly different from what we might expect. For example, in 
the BBC Radio adaption and many other audiovisual and audiobook narrations of “The Stockbroker’s 
Clerk,” “clerk” is pronounced the way we would expect “clark” to be pronounced in British English, 
though to American ears, it may even sound closer to “clock.” The British pronunciation of “Irene” 
(eye-REEN-ee) Adler in “A Scandal in Bohemia” is another striking example of how our two countries 
are separated by a common language. 
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the same lay58 as myself, and it was a perfect frost for a long time. I had been 
taking three pounds a week at Coxon’s, and I had saved about seventy of 
them, but I soon worked my way through that and out at the other end.59 I 
was fairly at the end of my tether at last, and could hardly find the stamps to 
answer the advertisements or the envelopes to stick them to. I had worn out 
my boots paddling up office stairs, and I seemed just as far from getting a 
billet as ever. 

“At last I saw a vacancy at Mawson & Williams’s, the great stock-
broking firm in Lombard Street.60 I dare say E.C.61 is not much in your 
line,62 but I can tell you that this is about the richest house in London. The 
advertisement was to be answered by letter only. I sent in my testimonial 
and application, but without the least hope of getting it. Back came an an-
swer by return, saying that if I would appear next Monday I might take over 
my new duties at once, provided that my appearance was satisfactory.63 No 
one knows how these things are worked. Some people say that the manager 
just plunges his hand into the heap and takes the first that comes. Anyhow 
it was my innings64 that time, and I don’t ever wish to feel better pleased. 
The screw65 was a pound a week rise, and the duties just about the same as 
at Coxon’s. 

 

                                                                                                         
58 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 73, n. 21; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 474, n. 15; 5OSH: Memoirs, p. 289. JON-
ATHAN TIEMANN: As noted above, location was a key indicator of stability and status in the City of 
London. “EC,” or East Central, remains a common designation for the City — postal codes for 
most City addresses begin with “EC” today. Pycroft was suggesting that Holmes and Watson may 
not have detailed knowledge of the hierarchy of City firms (Pycroft surely underestimated Holmes 
here). Although the names of Pycroft’s firms are fictitious, presumably changed to protect the guilty, 
the connotations of their addresses are not. Draper’s Gardens, off Throgmorton Avenue just north 
of the Bank of England, was an urban green space until the Drapers’ Company leased it for devel-
opment beginning in about 1877. Today, two large office blocks stand there. But in 1889 it was still 
a relatively new address, one that, while credibly within the realm of the London capital markets, 
suggests that Coxon & Woodhouse were a smaller, more aggressive firm. Mawson’s, in contrast, 
were in Lombard Street, long the epicenter of finance in London — the classic work on the London 
market and international finance is Walter Bagehot’s 1873 Lombard Street: A Description of the Money 
Market. Moving from a firm in Draper’s Gardens to one in Lombard Street was clearly a step up for 
young Pycroft. 
59 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 73, n. 22. 
60 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, pp. 73-74, n. 23; OSH: Memoirs, p. 289. 
61 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 74, n. 24; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 480, n. 16; OSH: Memoirs, p. 289; WBG, 
p. 2:155, n. 11. 
62 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 74, n. 25. 
63 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 74, n. 26; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 480, n. 17. 
64 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 74, n. 27; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 480, n. 18. 
65 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 74, n. 28; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 480, n. 19; OSH: Memoirs, p. 290; WBG, 
p. 2:156, n. 12. 
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“And now I come to the queer part of the business. I was in diggings66 
out Hampstead67 way, 17 Potter’s Terrace. Well, I was sitting doing a smoke 
that very evening after I had been promised the appointment, when up came 
my landlady with a card which had ‘Arthur Pinner, Financial Agent,’ printed 
upon it. I had never heard the name before and could not imagine what he 
wanted with me; but, of course, I asked her to show him up. In he walked, a 
middle-sized, dark-haired, dark-eyed, black-bearded man, with a touch of 
the Sheeny68 about his nose. He had a brisk kind of way with him and spoke 
sharply, like a man who knew the value of time.” 

“‘Mr. Hall Pycroft, I believe?’” said he. 
“‘Yes, sir,’ I answered, pushing a chair towards him. 
“‘Lately engaged at Coxon & Woodhouse’s?’ 
“‘Yes, sir.’ 
“‘And now on the staff of Mawson’s.’ 
“‘Quite so.’69 
“‘Well,’ said he, ‘the fact is that I have heard some really extraordinary 

stories about your financial ability. You remember Parker, who used to be 
Coxon’s manager? He can never say enough about it.’ 

“Of course I was pleased to hear this. I had always been pretty sharp in 
the office, but I had never dreamed that I was talked about in the City in 
this fashion. 

“‘You have a good memory?’ said he. 
“‘Pretty fair,’ I answered, modestly. 
“‘Have you kept in touch with the market while you have been out of 

work?’ he asked. 
“‘Yes. I read the Stock Exchange70 List71 every morning.’ 

                                                                                                         
66 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 74, n. 29; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 480, n. 20.;. 
67 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 74, n. 30; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 481, n. 21. 
68 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 74, n. 31; OSH: Memoirs, p. 290. THE EDITORS: The word “Sheeny” was 
frequently heard as a derogatory reference to Jewish people in Victorian England. According to the 
dictionaries, its first recorded written use was in 1824 and its origin is obscure. For discussion of the 
Canon’s references to Jewish people and whether these reflect anti-Semitism, see the works by  
Andrew Solberg, Charles Blanksteen, and Hartley Nathan and Clifford Goldfarb, cited by Tamar 
Zeffren in note 92 of the annotated “The Cardboard Box” in the 2020 Baker Street Almanac.  
69 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 75, n. 32. 
70 LOU LEWIS: The earliest British stock exchange, The Royal Exchange, so denominated by Elizabeth 
I in 1571, is said to have been founded by English financiers Thomas Gresham and Sir Richard 
Clough on the model of the Antwerp Bourse. In 1666, the enterprising Thomas Gresham added two 
additional floors to the original trading floor to house retail businesses, effectively creating Britain’s 
first shopping mall. Stockbrokers per se were denied membership because of their loud and uncouth 
manners. In 1698, one John Castaing published a list of currency, stock, and commodity prices at 
Jonathan’s Coffee House where the stockbrokers gathered. It included prices for gold, ducats, silver 
staters, and pieces of eight. The first Rule Book was not published by the Exchange until 1812 cov-
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“‘Now that shows real application!’ he cried. ‘That is the way to prosper! 
You won’t mind my testing you, will you? Let me see. How are Ayrshires?’72 

“‘A hundred and six and a quarter to a hundred and five and seven-
eighths.’73 

“‘And New Zealand Consolidated?’ 
“‘A hundred and four. 
“‘And British Broken Hills?’74 
“‘Seven to seven-and-six.’ 
“‘Wonderful!’ he cried, with his hands up.75 ‘This quite fits in with all 

that I had heard. My boy, my boy, you are very much too good to be a clerk 
at Mawson’s!’ 

“This outburst rather astonished me, as you can think. ‘Well,’ said I, 
‘other people don’t think quite so much of me as you seem to do, Mr. Pinner. 
I had a hard enough fight to get this berth, and I am very glad to have it.’ 

“‘Pooh, man; you should soar above it. You are not in your true sphere. 
Now, I’ll tell you how it stands with me. What I have to offer is little 

                                                                                                         
ering issues from trade settlement to defaults. (Setting off fireworks, and footballs, were forbidden at 
the exchange.) Jonathan’s was the scene of several critical events in the history of share trading, 
including the South Sea Bubble and the Panic of 1745. It was destroyed by fire in 1748 and rebuilt. 
In 1761, a club of 150 brokers and jobbers was formed to trade stocks. The club built its own building 
in 1773 in Sweeting’s Alley, which was originally dubbed the New Jonathan’s, but was renamed the 
Stock Exchange (it is now officially called the London Stock Exchange). In 1923 the Exchange 
received a coat of arms from the College of Arms along with the motto “Dictum Meum Pactum” 
(“My word is my bond”). The Exchange moved to 172 Broad Street in 1972. 
71 LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 482, n. 22; OSH: Memoirs, p. 290. 
72 OSH: Memoirs, p. 290. 
73 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 75, n. 32; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 482, n. 23; OSH: Memoirs, p. 290; WBG, 
p. 2:157, n. 13. 
74 OSH: Memoirs, p. 290. PETER BLAU: The Broken Hill Proprietary Corp. was founded in 1885 
by Charles Rasp, who in 1883 had discovered an orebody of silver, lead, and zinc that proved to be 
the largest and richest of its kind in the world. Those shares would have been a good investment: now 
known as BHP Billion, it is the largest company in Australia, and the largest mining company in the 
world, with world-wide operations. The mine, and the company, took their names from Broken 
Hill, which was named by the explorer Charles Stuart in 1844. The hill no longer exists, having been 
mined away in the early open-cut development. But you can still visit the town of Broken Hill 
(which has a population of about 17,000) and stay at the Palace Hotel, which opened as the Broken 
Hill Coffee Palace in 1889. It did not do well, but in 1892 it was granted a liquor license and re-
named the Palace Hotel, which you may have seen in the film “The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen 
of the Desert” (1994). 

JONATHAN TIEMANN: An ambitious young person like Pycroft might well consult the newspapers 
every day to stay current with quotations on the various securities on the London Exchange List. 
“New Zealand Consolidated” refers to debt securities of the British colony in that place, the price in 
percentage of par value. “British Broken Hills” refers to shares in a mining concern, quoted in shillings 
per share. Ayrshire does not appear on the exchange list in 1889, but may have been, for example, a 
railway. 
75 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 75, n. 35; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 482, n. 24; WBG, p. 2:157, n. 14. 
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enough when measured by your ability, but when compared with Mawson’s, 
it’s light to dark. Let me see. When do you go to Mawson’s?’ 

“‘On Monday.’ 
“‘Ha, ha! I think I would risk a little sporting flutter76 that you don’t go 

there at all.’ 
“‘Not go to Mawson’s?’ 
“‘No, sir. By that day you will be the business manager of the Franco-

Midland Hardware Company, Limited, with a hundred and thirty-four 
branches in the towns and villages of France, not counting one in Brussels 
and one in San Remo.’ 

“This took my breath away. ‘I never heard of it,’ said I. 
“‘Very likely not. It has been kept very quiet, for the capital was all private-

ly subscribed, and it’s too good a thing to let the public into. My brother, 
Harry Pinner, is promoter, and joins the board after allotment as managing 
director.77 He knew I was in the swim78 down here, and asked me to pick up 
a good man cheap. A young, pushing man with plenty of snap about him. 
Parker spoke of you, and that brought me here to-night. We can only offer 
you a beggarly five hundred to start with.’ 

“‘Five hundred a year!’ I shouted. 
“‘Only that at the beginning; but you are to have an overriding commission 

of one per cent on all business done by your agents, and you may take my 
word for it that this will come to more than your salary.’ 

“‘But I know nothing about hardware.’ 

                                                                                                         
76 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 76, n. 36; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 483, n. 25. 
77 JONATHAN TIEMANN: The name of Beddington’s bogus company was typical of firms organized in 
Britain to do business overseas. For example, in 1850 the Anglo-Californian Gold Mining Company 
set up in business to send miners from Cornwall to California to work what proved to be a non-
existent gold mine. The name of the Franco-Midland Hardware Company indicated that its head-
quarters was in the British Midlands (of which Birmingham is a principal city), and its primary 
business was in France. Pycroft, perhaps blinded by the prospect of £500 per year, evidently managed 
not to wonder how he failed to hear of a firm that had 134 branches in France. Holmes, of course, 
saw the problem. 

When new joint-stock companies came to market in Britain in the nineteenth century, they would 
solicit share subscriptions, either publicly or, as was supposedly the case with the Franco-Midland 
company, from private subscribers. The company would have one or more named promoters, along 
with a board of directors and possibly a group of trustees. After the close of the subscription period, 
the company would send the successful subscribers allotment letters, representing the right to purchase 
shares. This was the point at which promoter “Harry Pinner” was to have joined the board. These 
steps would have sounded normal to a person of Pycroft’s experience. 

Subscribers tendered their allotment letters and payment, receiving scrip exchangeable for registered 
shares. Transferring scrip was easier than transferring registered shares, and scrip was also easier to 
hide from future assessments against shareholders, so until a company seemed likely to pay dividends 
(to registered shares only) investors tended to prefer scrip to shares. 
78 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 76, n. 37; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 484, n. 26. 
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“‘Tut, my boy; you know about figures.’ 
My head buzzed, and I could hardly sit still in my chair. But suddenly a 

little chill of doubt came upon me. 
“‘I must be frank with you,’ said I. ‘Mawson only gives me two hundred, but 

Mawson is safe. Now, really, I know so little about your company that — ’ 
“‘Ah, smart, smart!’ he cried, in a kind of ecstasy of delight. ‘You are the 

very man for us. You are not to be talked over, and quite right, too. Now, 
here’s a note for a hundred pounds, and if you think that we can do business 
you may just slip it into your pocket as an advance upon your salary.’ 

“‘That is very handsome,’ said I. ‘When should I take over my new duties?’ 
“‘Be in Birmingham to-morrow at one,’ said he. ‘I have a note in my 

pocket here which you will take to my brother. You will find him at 126B 
Corporation Street, where the temporary offices of the company are situated.79 
Of course he must confirm your engagement, but between ourselves it will 
be all right.’ 

“‘Really, I hardly know how to express my gratitude, Mr. Pinner,’ said I. 
“‘Not at all, my boy. You have only got your deserts. There are one or two 

small things — mere formalities — which I must arrange with you. You have 
a bit of paper beside you there. Kindly write upon it “I am perfectly willing 
to act as business manager to the Franco-Midland Hardware Company, 
Limited, at a minimum salary of £500.”’ 

“I did as he asked, and he put the paper in his pocket. 
“‘There is one other detail,’ said he. ‘What do you intend to do about 

Mawson’s?’ 
“I had forgotten all about Mawson’s in my joy. ‘I’ll write and resign,’ said I. 
“‘Precisely what I don’t want you to do. I had a row over you with Maw-

son’s manager. I had gone up to ask him about you, and he was very offensive; 
accused me of coaxing you away from the service of the firm, and that sort of 
thing. At last I fairly lost my temper. “If you want good men you should pay 
them a good price,” said I.’ 

“‘He would rather have our small price than your big one,’ said he. 

                                                                                                         
79 JONATHAN TIEMANN: The temporary nature, address, and spare appearance of the company’s 
pop-up office in Birmingham startled Pycroft, accustomed to more prestigious addresses and well-
appointed offices. But the pop-up office (a device that also appears in “The Red-Headed League”) 
echoes other swindles of the Victorian Era. In the 1850s, the Ave Maria Mining Company was 
another London-based joint-stock company whose purported business was to exploit a gold mine in 
California. In June 1854, after several years in which investors received no reports at all from the 
company’s management or directors, the London Morning Herald reported that an Ave Maria 
shareholder had written that “the offices are now closed, and the furniture and effects have been 
seized for rent.” 
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“‘I’ll lay you a fiver,’80 said I, ‘that when he has my offer you’ll never so 
much as hear from him again.’ 

“‘Done!’ said he. ‘We picked him out of the gutter, and he won’t leave us 
so easily.’ Those were his very words.” 

“‘The impudent scoundrel!’ I cried. ‘I’ve never so much as seen him in my 
life. Why should I consider him in any way? I shall certainly not write if you 
would rather I didn’t.’ 

“‘Good! That’s a promise,’ said he, rising from his chair. ‘Well, I’m de-
lighted to have got so good a man for my brother. Here’s your advance of a 
hundred pounds, and here is the letter. Make a note of the address, 126B 
Corporation Street, and remember that one o’clock to-morrow is your ap-
pointment. Good-night; and may you have all the fortune that you deserve!’ 

“That’s just about all that passed between us, as near as I can remember. 
You can imagine, Dr. Watson, how pleased I was at such an extraordinary 
bit of good fortune. I sat up half the night hugging myself over it, and next 
day I was off to Birmingham in a train that would take me in plenty time for 
my appointment. I took my things to a hotel in New Street,81 and then I 
made my way to the address which had been given me. 

“It was a quarter of an hour before my time, but I thought that would 
make no difference. 126B was a passage between two large shops,82 which 
led to a winding stone stair, from which there were many flats, let as offices 
to companies or professional men. The names of the occupants were painted 
at the bottom on the wall, but there was no such name as the Franco-
Midland Hardware Company, Limited. I stood for a few minutes with my 
heart in my boots, wondering whether the whole thing was an elaborate 
hoax or not, when up came a man and addressed me. He was very like the 
chap I had seen the night before, the same figure and voice, but he was clean 
shaven and his hair was lighter. 

“‘Are you Mr. Hall Pycroft?’ he asked. 
“‘Yes,’ said I. 
“‘Oh! I was expecting you, but you are a trifle before your time. I had a 

note from my brother this morning in which he sang your praises very loudly.’ 
“‘I was just looking for the offices when you came. 
“‘We have not got our name up yet, for we only secured these temporary 

premises last week. Come up with me, and we will talk the matter over.’ 
“I followed him to the top of a very lofty stair, and there, right under the 

slates, were a couple of empty, dusty little rooms, uncarpeted and uncurtained, 
                                                                                                         
80 OSH: Memoirs, p. 290. 
81 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 77, n. 38; OSH: Memoirs, p. 290. 
82 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 77, n. 39; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 485, n. 27; WBG, p. 2:159, n. 15. 



THE ADVENTURE OF THE STOCKBROKER’S CLERK: A NEW ANNOTATED EDITION 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   301 

into which he led me. I had thought of a great office with shining tables and 
rows of clerks, such as I was used to, and I dare say I stared rather straight at 
the two deal83 chairs and one little table, which, with a ledger and a waste 
paper basket, made up the whole furniture. 

“‘Don’t be disheartened, Mr. Pycroft,’ said my new acquaintance, seeing 
the length of my face. ‘Rome was not built in a day, and we have lots of 
money at our backs, though we don’t cut much dash yet in offices. Pray sit 
down, and let me have your letter.’ 

“I gave it to him, and he read it over very carefully. 
“‘You seem to have made a vast impression upon my brother Arthur,’ 

said he; ‘and I know that he is a pretty shrewd judge. He swears by London, 
you know; and I by Birmingham; but this time I shall follow his advice. Pray 
consider yourself definitely engaged.” 

“‘What are my duties?’ I asked. 
“‘You will eventually manage the great depot in Paris, which will pour a 

flood of English crockery into the shops of a hundred and thirty-four agents 
in France. The purchase will be completed in a week, and meanwhile you 
will remain in Birmingham and make yourself useful.’ 

“‘How?’ 
“For answer, he took a big red book out of a drawer. 
“‘This is a directory of Paris,’ said he, ‘with the trades after the names of 

the people.84 I want you to take it home with you, and to mark off all the  
 

 

                                                                                                         
83 OSH: Memoirs, p. 290. 
84 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 78, n. 40. FABIENNE COUROUGE: The Directory of Paris, or Annuaire et 
almanach du commerce et de l’industrie, was a reliable source for research. It contained extensive topo-
graphical, administrative, commercial, legislative, and statistical information as well as cards, plans, 
advertising, schedules (for libraries, museums, etc.), fare information (customs, cars, etc.), and tables 
(main branches of industry, currencies, etc.). It was first published in 1819, as the fruit of relentless 
work of its creator, Sébastien Bottin, a priest who had left behind the cassock to focus on politics 
during the French Revolution. Also interested in statistics, he started to collect data and to classify 
and list trade and industry stakeholders beginning in 1796. After the founder’s death, his company 
was purchased by the Didot family and took the name of “Didot-Bottin” in 1881. Bottin’s publica-
tions soon became an institution in France, so that it was named “Le Bottin” and issued in a wide 
range of fields, such as Le Bottin mondain (a “Who’s Who”) and Bottin gourmand (a gastronomic 
guidebook). Unable to compete with the Internet, the Bottin stopped being printed in 2020. None-
theless, in everyday language, “Bottin” remains a synonym for a very dull book. Another famous use 
of Le Bottin was to help police officers during questioning: a whack on the head with a good old 
Bottin made the suspect feel dizzy and keener to confess, bur left no lasting marks! No doubt Sher-
lock Holmes, who made a point to keep abreast of new methods, was aware of this exotic police 
technique. 
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hardware sellers, with their addresses.85 It would be of the greatest use to me 
to have them.’ 

“‘Surely there are classified lists?’ I suggested. 
“‘Not reliable ones. Their system is different from ours. Stick at it, and 

let me have the lists by Monday, at twelve. Good-day, Mr. Pycroft. If you 
continue to show zeal and intelligence you will find the company a good 
master.’ 

“I went back to the hotel with the big book under my arm, and with very 
conflicting feelings in my breast. On the one hand, I was definitely engaged 
and had a hundred pounds in my pocket; on the other, the look of the offices, 
the absence of name on the wall, and other of the points which would strike 
a business man had left a bad impression as to the position of my employers. 
However, come what might, I had my money, so I settled down to my task. 
All Sunday I was kept hard at work, and yet by Monday I had only got as far 
as H. I went round to my employer, found him in the same dismantled kind 
of room, and was told to keep at it until Wednesday, and then come again. 
On Wednesday it was still unfinished, so I hammered away until Friday — 
that is, yesterday.86 Then I brought it round to Mr. Harry Pinner. 

“‘Thank you very much,’ said he; ‘I fear that I underrated the difficulty of 
the task. This list will be of very material assistance to me.’ 

“‘It took some time,’ said I. 
“‘And now,’ said he, ‘I want you to make a list of the furniture shops, for 

they all sell crockery.’ 
“‘Very good.’ 

                                                                                                         
85 FABIENNE COUROUGE: Hardware stores are quite popular in France and traces of this activity 
can be found as early as 1537. In the late nineteenth century, this trade was flourishing, and stores 
opened everywhere as many craftsmen left their villages or small towns to work in factories and 
hardware stores became the only way to get tools and household items. This makes the figure of 134 
branches given by Arthur Pinner totally plausible. Moreover, in 1889, when this story takes place, 
Paris was the global capital of department stores. These first “cathedrals of shopping” started emerging 
as the dark and damp streets were replaced by large and airy boulevards and rail freight transport was 
developing. These stores, mostly located on the Left Bank of the Seine, displayed modern architec-
tures and applied new selling techniques and thus were likely to absorb “a flood of English crockery.” 
The most famous of them were Le Petit Saint-Thomas, Les Grands Magasins du Louvre, and La 
Samaritaine. The oldest one, Au Bon Marché (now “Le bon Marché”) still exists, as do some other 
famous Parisian department stores such as Le BHV (Bazar de l’Hôtel de Ville), Le Printemps, and 
Les Galerie Lafayette. Émile Zola (1840-1902) set his novel Au Bonheur des Dames (1882-83) in a 
typical department store, which Zola presented as a symbol of the new technology that was both 
improving society and devouring it. The novel describes merchandising, management techniques, 
marketing, and consumerism. The best lies include some truth, and Hall Pycroft, a daily reader of 
the stock exchange listings, was likely to be aware of European economic affairs and keen to believe 
Pinner’s clever fraud. 
86 WBG, p. 2:160, n. 16. 
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“‘And you can come up to-morrow evening, at seven, and let me know 
how you are getting on. Don’t overwork yourself. A couple of hours at Day’s 
Music Hall87 in the evening would do you no harm after your labors.’ He 
laughed as he spoke, and I saw with a thrill that his second tooth upon the 
left-hand side had been very badly stuffed88 with gold.”89 
                                                                                                         
87 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 79, n. 41; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 488, n. 28; OSH: Memoirs, p. 290. ROSS 
DAVIES: Day’s Music-Hall is a lowbrow oddity in the Canon. It is, according to Catherine Cooke, 
“the only Music Hall referred to in the Canon, and it is not somewhere one would expect to find 
Holmes, except perhaps in the line of duty. Now Watson might be a very different matter!” — pre-
sumably because a music hall was a “‘lower’ place of musical entertainment,” while concert halls were 
the more elevated homes of opera and the like. London’s Music and Concert Halls, 1895, The Baker 
Street Journal (Mar. 1995), pp. 7, 12-13. So, when Harry Pinner advised Hall Pycroft that “[a] couple of 
hours at Day’s Music-Hall in the evening would do you no harm after your labors,” what was it that 
Pinner was encouraging Pycroft to take in? A look at newspaper articles about, and advertisements 
for, Day’s at the time indicate the possibilities were numerous and various, and, as Cooke, suggests, 
not particular highbrow — from boxing to juggling to comedy theater to “The Herculean Trio of 
Ladderites,” and even the occasional fistfight involving patrons and police. No opera. Sporting Life 
(Mar. 28, 1888) p. 4; The Era (Feb. 11, 1888) p. 21; Music Hall and Theatre Review (Aug. 31, 1889) 
p. 11; The Era (Aug. 10, 1889), p. 22; Birmingham Mail (Jan. 23, 1888) p. 3. But those same articles 
and advertisements suggest that the identification of “music hall” with the lower entertainments and 
“concert hall” with the higher was not sharp. How can we be sure? Because some called Day’s a 
“music hall” and some called it a “concert hall.” (They also moved the apostrophe around, but that is 
an awfully widespread abomination of sloppy writing.) 

NANCY HOLDER: Day’s Music Hall was located on Smallbrook Street in Birmingham, the 
hometown of the erstwhile Franco-Midland Hardware Company. This is the only “clear” reference 
to the popular and ubiquitous Victorian music hall in the entire Sherlockian Canon. Roger Johnson, 
“‘Confound that Whining Music! It Gets on My Nerves!’: Popular Music in Holmes’s World,” 
Referring to My Notes: Music and the Sherlockian Canon, Alexander Katz & Karen Wilson, eds., BSI 
Press, 2021, p. 103. Clarity of the term itself was hard-won; by 1888, when “Harry Pinner” urged 
Hall Pycroft to take a break at Day’s, the designation “music hall” was a regulated, legalistic term 
resulting from long years of political wrangling, bureaucratic chaos, and moral indignation.  

A short history: The owners of the ale-houses of Georgian England, who mainly served beer and 
food, were dismayed by the rise of sumptuous gin palaces beginning around 1830. Publicans pressured 
magistrates to deny these palaces licenses on the grounds that they were hell-pits designed solely for 
getting drunk and meeting prostitutes. Seeking legitimacy, gin-palace owners rented out private 
rooms for amateur “free-and-easy” singing groups (the karaoke of the time). Often-raucous “open mic” 
nights gave way to more controlled programs featuring professional singers and other performers, 
morphing into music halls. Early music halls such as the Canterbury and Rouse’s Grecian Saloon 
presented “refined entertainment” such as opera selections and ballets, and so it would have been 
possible for Holmes to attend performances of his beloved operas at the music hall. Lee Jackson, 
Palaces of Pleasure: How the Victorians Invented Mass Entertainment, Yale University Press, 2019, pp. 
1-94. 

MAX MAGEE: In the BBC Radio adaptation of this story, when Pinner suggests visiting Day’s 
Music Hal, he sings and reprises several bars of Charles Coborn’s song “Two Lovely Black Eyes” in 
a giddy, laughing voice. It is a jarring and unsettling addition that implies that Pinner may be  
becoming unhinged. 
88 OSH: Memoirs, p. 290. 
89 HARRISON HUNT: This refers to the upper left lateral incisor, which is next to the left front tooth 
(central incisor). As its gold stuffing (filling) was revealed only when Pinner laughed, the tooth was 
almost certainly in his upper jaw; if in the lower jaw, it would have been seen when he was speaking. 
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Sherlock Holmes rubbed his hands with delight, and I stared with aston-
ishment at our client. 

“You may well look surprised, Dr. Watson; but it is this way,” said he: 
“When I was speaking to the other chap in London, at the time that he 
laughed at my not going to Mawson’s, I happened to notice that his tooth 
was stuffed in this very identical fashion. The glint of the gold in each case 
caught my eye, you see. When I put that with the voice and figure being the 
same, and only those things altered which might be changed by a razor or a 
wig, I could not doubt that it was the same man. Of course you expect two 

                                                                                                         
This dental work, which was not easily visible, was therefore most likely in the outer (cuspid) side of 
the tooth and near the gum line rather than its lower edge. 

Gold was commonly used for stuffing teeth in the late nineteenth century, and the standard period 
textbook about treating dental cavities — Methods of Filling Teeth by Rodrigues Ottolengui, M.D.S. 
— recommends gold as “pre-eminently the best material with which to fill teeth.” This volume also 
gives us an idea of how an incisor “badly stuffed” with gold may have appeared: “In Fig. 32, we ob-
serve [an incisor] filled, according to methods too often followed. There are three errors along the 
border … . The slight prominence at a has been left, thus producing an undulating border … this 
prominence is weak … and must almost certainly crack … . For similar reasons, the sharp point at b 
should not have been left [and] the heavy undercut at c is an error … .” A filling with an even shape, 
as seen in Figure 33, was considered much better, even though it displayed more metal. (Ottolengui, 
Methods of Filling Teeth, Second Edition [London: Claudius Ash & Sons, 1899] 69, 20.) 

 
Dr. Ottolengui is of particular interest to Sherlockians as he was not only a respected dentist, but 

also a highly popular and inventive American mystery writer who published numerous works between 
1892 and 1901. Two of his short stories are included in The American Rivals of Sherlock Holmes, and a 
number of others have been printed in the Library of Congress Crime Classics volume Final Proof 
(Naperville, IL: Poisoned Pen Press, 2020), with an insightful introduction and notes by Leslie S. 
Klinger. 
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brothers to be alike, but not that they should have the same tooth stuffed in 
the same way. He bowed me out, and I found myself in the street, hardly 
knowing whether I was on my head or my heels. Back I went to my hotel, 
put my head in a basin of cold water,90 and tried to think it out. Why had he 
sent me from London to Birmingham? Why had he got there before me? 
And why had he written a letter from himself to himself? It was altogether 
too much for me, and I could make no sense of it. And then suddenly it 
struck me that what was dark to me might be very light to Mr. Sherlock 
Holmes. I had just time to get up to town by the night train91 to see him this 
morning, and to bring you both back with me to Birmingham.” 

There was a pause after the stockbroker’s clerk had concluded his sur-
prising experience. Then Sherlock Holmes cocked his eye at me, leaning 
back on the cushions with a pleased and yet critical face, like a connoisseur 
who has just taken his first sip of a comet vintage.92 

“Rather fine, Watson, is it not?” said he. “There are points in it which 
please me. I think that you will agree with me that an interview with Mr. 
Arthur Harry Pinner93 in the temporary offices of the Franco-Midland 
Hardware Company, Limited, would be a rather interesting experience for 
both of us.” 

“But how can we do it?” I asked. 
 
 

                                                                                                         
90 XANDER SOBECKI: The use of cold water as a sedative for mental distress dates back to the early 
1700s, beginning with Sir John Floyer’s 1697 treatise prescribing the use of hot and cold baths for 
various conditions. Cold water was proposed as a natural sedative for calming the mind, and became 
common throughout England and central Europe as both a home remedy and a formal treatment 
given at medical institutions. While always described as unpleasant if not dreaded, its ultimate effect 
of relaxed mental state was consistent enough to warrant its use for three centuries. Mental asylums 
of the Victorian era used ice-water immersion as a formal treatment for various forms of neurodiver-
gence, both chronic and acute. Twentieth-century science retroactively explained the success of the 
practice by discovering that the mild hypothermia created by the treatment reduced blood flow to 
the brain. 

In modern medicine, using cold water to lower body temperature is primarily used for muscular 
trauma or as a last-defense treatment of cardiac arrest. Psychological academics regard the use of ice 
water in mental institutions as an example of barbarism that gave way to humanistic methods of 
understanding the struggles of the human mind. However, the use of cold sensation has remained a 
popular home remedy with some merits in psychological relief. Dialectical behavior therapy (DBT) 
is a widely used system of emotional grounding that uses sensory triggers such as touch, hearing, and 
smell to bring a person back into the present moment before their foresight or memories can over-
whelm them. Much like this client soaked his head to ease exasperated confusion, DBT practitioners 
would hold a piece of ice or hold their hands under a faucet to focus on the feeling of hot or cold. 
91 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 79, n. 42. 
92 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 79, n. 43; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 489, n. 29; OSH: Memoirs, p. 290 
93 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 79, n. 44; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 480, n. 30; OSH: Memoirs, p. 290. 
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“Oh, easily enough,” said Hall Pycroft, cheerily. “You are two friends of 
mine who are in want of a billet, and what could be more natural than that I 
should bring you both round to the managing director?” 

“Quite so, of course,” said Holmes. “I should like to have a look at the 
gentleman, and see if I can make anything of his little game. What qualities 
have you, my friend, which would make your services so valuable? or is it 
possible that —” He began biting his nails and staring blankly out of the 
window, and we hardly drew another word from him until we were in New 
Street.94 

At seven o’clock that evening we were walking, the three of us, down 
Corporation Street to the company’s offices. 

“It is no use our being at all before our time,” said our client. “He only 
comes there to see me, apparently, for the place is deserted up to the very 
hour he names.” 

“That is suggestive,” remarked Holmes. 
“By Jove, I told you so!” cried the clerk. “That’s he walking ahead of us 

there.” 
He pointed to a smallish, dark,95 well-dressed man who was bustling along 

the other side of the road. As we watched him he looked across at a boy who 
was bawling out the latest edition of the evening paper, and running over 
among the cabs and busses, he bought one from him. Then, clutching it in 
his hand, he vanished through a door-way. 

“There he goes!” cried Hall Pycroft. “These are the company’s offices into 
which he has gone. Come with me, and I’ll fix it up as easily as possible.” 

Following his lead, we ascended five stories, until we found ourselves 
outside a half-opened door, at which our client tapped. A voice within bade 
us enter, and we entered a bare, unfurnished room such as Hall Pycroft had 
described. At the single table sat the man whom we had seen in the street, 
with his evening paper spread out in front of him, and as he looked up at us 
it seemed to me that I had never looked upon a face which bore such marks 
of grief, and of something beyond grief — of a horror such as comes to few 
men in a lifetime. His brow glistened with perspiration, his cheeks were of 
the dull, dead white of a fish’s belly, and his eyes were wild and staring. He 
looked at his clerk as though he failed to recognize him, and I could see by 
the astonishment depicted upon our conductor’s face that this was by no 
means the usual appearance of his employer. 

“You look ill, Mr. Pinner!” he exclaimed. 

                                                                                                         
94 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 80, n. 45. 
95 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 80, n. 46; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 489, n. 31. 
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“Yes, I am not very well,” answered the other, making obvious efforts to 
pull himself together, and licking his dry lips before he spoke. “Who are 
these gentlemen whom you have brought with you?” 

“One is Mr. Harris, of Bermondsey,96 and the other is Mr. Price, of this 
town,” said our clerk, glibly. “They are friends of mine and gentlemen of 
experience, but they have been out of a place for some little time, and they 
hoped that perhaps you might find an opening for them in the company’s 
employment.” 

“Very possibly! Very possibly!” cried Mr. Pinner with a ghastly smile. 
“Yes, I have no doubt that we shall be able to do something for you. What is 
your particular line, Mr. Harris?” 

“I am an accountant,” said Holmes. 
“Ah yes, we shall want something of the sort. And you, Mr. Price?” 
“A clerk,” said I. 
“I have every hope that the company may accommodate you. I will let 

you know about it as soon as we come to any conclusion. And now I beg 
that you will go. For God’s sake leave me to myself!” 

These last words were shot out of him, as though the constraint which 
he was evidently setting upon himself had suddenly and utterly burst asunder. 
Holmes and I glanced at each other, and Hall Pycroft took a step towards 
the table. 

“You forget, Mr. Pinner, that I am here by appointment to receive some 
directions from you,” said he. 

“Certainly, Mr. Pycroft, certainly,” the other resumed in a calmer tone. 
“You may wait here a moment; and there is no reason why your friends 
should not wait with you. I will be entirely at your service in three minutes, 
if I might trespass upon your patience so far.” He rose with a very courteous 
air, and, bowing to us, he passed out through a door at the farther end of the 
room, which he closed behind him. 

“What now?” whispered Holmes. “Is he giving us the slip?” 
“Impossible,” answered Pycroft. 
“Why so?” 
“That door leads into an inner room.” 
“There is no exit?” 
“None.” 
“Is it furnished?” 
“It was empty yesterday.” 
 

                                                                                                         
96 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 81, n. 47; WBG, p. 2:162, n. 17. 
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“Then what on earth can he be doing? There is something which I don’t 
understand in this manner. If ever a man was three parts mad with terror, 
that man’s name is Pinner. What can have put the shivers on him?” 

“He suspects that we are detectives,” I suggested. 
“That’s it,” cried Pycroft. 
Holmes shook his head. “He did not turn pale. He was pale when we en-

tered the room,” said he. “It is just possible that —” 
His words were interrupted by a sharp rat-tat from the direction of the 

inner door. 
“What the deuce is he knocking at his own door for?” cried the clerk. 
Again and much louder came the rat-tat-tat. We all gazed expectantly at 

the closed door. Glancing at Holmes, I saw his face turn rigid, and he leaned 
forward in intense excitement. Then suddenly came a low guggling, gargling 
sound, and a brisk drumming upon woodwork. Holmes sprang frantically 
across the room and pushed at the door. It was fastened on the inner side. 
Following his example, we threw ourselves upon it with all our weight. One 
hinge snapped, then the other, and down came the door with a crash. Rush-
ing over it, we found ourselves in the inner room. It was empty.97 

But it was only for a moment that we were at fault. At one corner, the 
corner nearest the room which we had left, there was a second door. Holmes 
sprang to it and pulled it open. A coat and waistcoat were lying on the floor, 
and from a hook behind the door, with his own braces98 round his neck, was 
hanging the managing director of the Franco-Midland Hardware Company. 

                                                                                                         
97 MAX MAGEE: Of course, in a radio adaptation such as the BBC’s, the action needs to be de-
scribed, so Holmes here shouts, “The door’s barred, we’ll have to break it down! one, two …”; and a 
crash and splinter of wood sound effect follows. In the next scene, the adaptation ratchets up the 
drama, with the elastic bands being not only wrapped, but knotted around, and cutting into, Pinner’s 
neck; Holmes then lends his knife to Watson and he severs the straps. Watson then, instead of 
pouring water over the face of a man who is struggling to breathe, tries to get Pinner to drink a sip 
of the water, and he has him lie still and covers him with a coat (rather than dousing someone at risk 
of shock with cold water and flapping his arms). 
98 STEVE MASON: Bretelles, or suspenders, emerged as an accessory for men in France in the 1700s. 
They were made from silk ribbon, and came in a variety of colors and patterns. British tailor Albert 
Thurston is credited with the invention of the modern suspenders in the 1820s. These were made 
with straps of boxcloth, a tightly woven cloth, and leather loops attached to buttons sewn to the 
inside of a gentleman’s trousers. The two straps of material were customarily crossed in the back (in 
an ‘x’ or a ‘y’ pattern) to keep the cloth from sliding off a man’s shoulders. These suspenders were 
also made from elastic material to be more adaptable to men’s sizes. In Victorian England, a “brace” 
was defined as a pair or couple of items, thus a pair of suspenders was known as “braces.” Interest-
ingly, in Victorian times, braces were considered to be an undergarment, never to be seen in public. 
As a staple of every wardrobe in a man’s closet throughout the 1920s, braces lost favor during the 
1930s as the waistcoats that would cover the braces was infrequently worn. Men switched to belts to 
keep from exposing their intimate apparel to the public, which in turn lowered the popularity of 
braces. 
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His knees were drawn up, his head hung at a dreadful angle to his body, and 
the clatter of his heels against the door made the noise which had broken in 
upon our conversation. In an instant I had caught him round the waist, and 
held him up while Holmes and Pycroft untied the elastic bands which had 
disappeared between the livid creases of skin. Then we carried him into the 
other room, where he lay with a clay-colored face,99 puffing his purple lips in 
and out with every breath — a dreadful wreck of all that he had been but 
five minutes before. 

“What do you think of him, Watson?” asked Holmes. 
I stooped over him and examined him. His pulse was feeble and inter-

mittent, but his breathing grew longer, and there was a little shivering of his 
eyelids, which showed a thin white slit of ball beneath. 

“It has been touch and go with him,” said I, “but he’ll live now. Just open 
that window, and hand me the water carafe.” I undid his collar, poured the 
cold water over his face, and raised and sank his arms until he drew a long, 
natural breath.100  

“It’s only a question of time now,” said I, as I turned away from him. 
Holmes stood by the table, with his hands deep in his trousers pockets 

and his chin upon his breast. 
“I suppose we ought to call the police in now,” said he. “And yet I confess 

that I’d like to give them a complete case when they come.” 
“It’s a blessed mystery to me,” cried Pycroft, scratching his head. “What-

ever they wanted to bring me all the way up here for, and then —” 
“Pooh! All that is clear enough,” said Holmes impatiently. “It is this last 

sudden move.” 
“You understand the rest, then?” 
“I think that it is fairly obvious. What do you say, Watson?” 
I shrugged my shoulders. “I must confess that I am out of my depths,” 

said I. 
“Oh surely if you consider the events at first they can only point to one 

conclusion.” 
“What do you make of them?” 
“Well, the whole thing hinges upon two points. The first is the making 

of Pycroft write a declaration by which he entered the service of this prepos-
terous company. Do you not see how very suggestive that is?” 

                                                                                                         
99 OSH: Memoirs, p. 291. 
100 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 82, n. 48; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 494, n. 32. MAX MAGEE: This was an 
early form of CPR or chest compressions akin to what was called the “natural method” by physician 
Henry Silvester, in which the raising of the arms opened the rib cage and encouraged intake of air, 
then quickly crossing the arms back down over the chest would cause air to be expelled. 
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“I am afraid I miss the point.” 
“Well, why did they want him to do it? Not as a business matter, for these 

arrangements are usually verbal, and there was no earthly business reason 
why this should be an exception.101 Don’t you see, my young friend, that 
they were very anxious to obtain a specimen of your handwriting, and had 
no other way of doing it?” 

“And why?” 
“Quite so. Why? When we answer that we have made some progress with 

our little problem. Why? There can be only one adequate reason. Some one 
wanted to learn to imitate your writing, and had to procure a specimen of it 
first. And now if we pass on to the second point we find that each throws 
light upon the other. That point is the request made by Pinner that you 
should not resign your place, but should leave the manager of this important 
business in the full expectation that a Mr. Hall Pycroft, whom he had never 
seen, was about to enter the office upon the Monday morning.” 

“My God!” cried our client, “what a blind beetle I have been!” 
“Now you see the point about the handwriting. Suppose that some one 

turned up in your place who wrote a completely different hand from that in 
which you had applied for the vacancy, of course the game would have been 
up. But in the interval the rogue had learned to imitate you, and his position 
was therefore secure, as I presume that nobody in the office had ever set eyes 
upon you.” 

“Not a soul,” groaned Hall Pycroft. 
“Very good. Of course it was of the utmost importance to prevent you 

from thinking better of it, and also to keep you from coming into contact 
with any one who might tell you that your double was at work in Mawson’s 
office. Therefore they gave you a handsome advance on your salary, and ran 
you off to the Midlands, where they gave you enough work to do to prevent 
your going to London, where you might have burst their little game up. 
That is all plain enough.” 

“But why should this man pretend to be his own brother?” 
“Well, that is pretty clear also. There are evidently only two of them in it. 

The other is impersonating you at the office. This one acted as your engager, 
and then found that he could not find you an employer without admitting a 
third person into his plot. That he was most unwilling to do. He changed 
his appearance as far as he could, and trusted that the likeness, which you 
could not fail to observe, would be put down to a family resemblance. But  
 

                                                                                                         
101 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 83, n. 49. 
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for the happy chance of the gold stuffing, your suspicions would probably 
never have been aroused.” 

Hall Pycroft shook his clinched hands in the air. “Good Lord!” he cried, 
“while I have been fooled in this way, what has this other Hall Pycroft been 
doing at Mawson’s? What should we do, Mr. Holmes? Tell me what to do.” 

“We must wire to Mawson’s.” 
“They shut at twelve on Saturdays.”102 
“Never mind. There may be some door-keeper or attendant —” 
“Ah yes, they keep a permanent guard there on account of the value of 

the securities that they hold. I remember hearing it talked of in the City.” 
“Very good; we shall wire to him, and see if all is well, and if a clerk of 

your name is working there. That is clear enough; but what is not so clear is 
why at sight of us one of the rogues should instantly walk out of the room 
and hang himself.” 

“The paper!” croaked a voice behind us. The man was sitting up, 
blanched and ghastly, with returning reason in his eyes, and hands which 
rubbed nervously at the broad red band which still encircled his throat. 

“The paper! Of course!” yelled Holmes, in a paroxysm of excitement. 
“Idiot that I was! I thought so much of our visit that the paper never entered 
my head for an instant. To be sure, the secret must be there.” He flattened it 
out upon the table, and a cry of triumph burst from his lips. “Look at this, 
Watson,” he cried. “It is a London paper, an early edition of the Evening 
Standard.103 Here is what we want. Look at the headlines: ‘Crime in the 
City. Murder at Mawson & Williams’s. Gigantic attempted Robbery. Cap-
ture of the Criminal.’ Here, Watson, we are all equally anxious to hear it, so 
kindly read it aloud to us.” 

It appeared from its position in the paper to have been the one event of 
importance in town, and the account of it ran in this way: 

“A desperate attempt at robbery, culminating in the death of one man 
and the capture of the criminal, occurred this afternoon in the City. For 
some time back Mawson & Williams, the famous financial house, have been 
the guardians of securities which amount in the aggregate to a sum of con-
siderably over a million sterling. So conscious was the manager of the re-
sponsibility which devolved upon him in consequence of the great interests  
 

 

                                                                                                         
102 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 84 n. 50. 
103 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 84, n. 51; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 497, n. 33; OSH: Memoirs, p. 291; 
WBG, p. 2:165, n. 18. 
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at stake that safes of the very latest construction have been employed,104 and 
an armed watchman has been left day and night in the building.105 It appears 
that last week a new clerk named Hall Pycroft was engaged by the firm.106 
This person appears to have been none other than Beddington, the famous 
forger and cracksman,107 who, with his brother, had only recently emerged 
from a five years’ spell of penal servitude.108 By some means, which are not 
yet clear, he succeeded in winning, under a false name, this official position 
in the office, which he utilized in order to obtain moulding of various locks, 
and a thorough knowledge of the position of the strong room and the safes. 

“It is customary at Mawson’s for the clerks to leave at midday on Saturday. 
Sergeant Tuson,109 of the City Police,110 was somewhat surprised, therefore 
to see a gentleman with a carpet bag come down the steps at twenty minutes 
past one. His suspicions being aroused, the sergeant followed the man, and 
with the aid of Constable Pollock succeeded, after a most desperate re-
sistance, in arresting him. It was at once clear that a daring and gigantic 
robbery had been committed. Nearly a hundred thousand pounds’ worth of 
American railway bonds, with a large amount of scrip111 in mines and other 
companies,112 was discovered in the bag. On examining the premises the 
body of the unfortunate watchman was found doubled up and thrust into the 
largest of the safes, where it would not have been discovered until Monday 
morning had it not been for the prompt action of Sergeant Tuson. The man’s 
skull had been shattered by a blow from a poker delivered from behind. 
There could be no doubt that Beddington had obtained entrance by pre-

                                                                                                         
104 THE EDITORS: During this period, “safes of the very latest construction” were likely manufac-
tured by the firm of Chubb & Son. See note 106 by Ross Davies in the annotated “The Reigate 
Puzzle” in the 2016 Green Bag Almanac and Reader. 
105 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 84, n. 52. 
106 LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 497, n. 34. 
107 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 85, n. 53; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 497, n. 35; OSH: Memoirs, p. 291. 
108 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 85, n. 54. 
109 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 85, n. 55; WBG, p. 2:165, n. 19. 
110 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 85, n. 56; OSH: Memoirs, p. 291. 
111 LSK, Ref: Memoirs, p. 85, n. 57; LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 499, n. 36. 
112 JONATHAN TIEMANN: As London was the hub of the global capital market, and Britons at the 
height of the Empire were accustomed to drawing wealth from all over the world, a large trading 
house might well hold a large quantity of these securities. Most bonds in the era were to bearer, and 
scrip was typically a bearer instrument as well. Mawson’s could have been holding these securities for 
safekeeping, as a service to their customers. They may also have been holding some of the securities 
pending settlement of earlier trades. A customer selling, say, an American railway bond, might well 
have brought it in to Mawson’s, who would hold it until a pre-arranged date, at which the various 
dealers in the City would gather to settle recent trades by exchanging securities and payments. Until 
that date, the securities would rest in the dealers’ safes. But because they were bearer securities, the 
thieves robbing Mawson’s might well have been able to realize on them, had they been able to stay 
ahead of the law — and Sherlock Holmes. 
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tending that he had left something behind him, and having murdered the 
watchman, rapidly rifled the large safe, and then made off with his booty. 
His brother, who usually works with him, has not appeared in this job as far 
as can at present be ascertained, although the police are making energetic 
inquiries as to his whereabouts.” 

“Well, we may save the police some little trouble in that direction,” said 
Holmes, glancing at the haggard figure huddled up by the window. “Human 
nature is a strange mixture, Watson. You see that even a villain and murderer 
can inspire such affection113 that his brother turns to suicide when he learns 
that his neck is forfeited.114 However, we have no choice as to our action.115 
The doctor and I will remain on guard, Mr. Pycroft, if you will have the 
kindness to step out for the police.” 
  

                                                                                                         
113 OSH: Memoirs, p. 291. 
114 RICH KRISCIUNAS: When Arthur Pinner read about his brother Beddington’s arrest for robbery 
and murder, he realized that their days were numbered. The Accessories and Abettors Act 1861 
provided that “Whosoever shall aid, abet, counsel, or procure the commission of any indictable of-
fence …, shall be liable to be tried, indicted, and punished as a principal offender.” But for Pinner’s 
role in obtaining a false identity for Beddington, he would never have been able to impersonate Hall 
Pycroft and gain access to the stock-broker’s office on the day of the robbery. After Beddington 
killed the security guard, Pinner, as an aider and abettor, was also guilty of murder and would face 
the same penalty as Beddington, death by hanging, even though Pinner was miles away when the 
murder occurred. 
115 LSK, 1 New Ann., p. 500, n. 37. 
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AN INVITATION TO ANNOTATE 
Ira Brad Matetsky 

ith this year’s new annotated edition of “The Adventure of the 
Stockbroker’s Clerk,” this Almanac and its predecessor have now 
annotated one-tenth of the Canon’s 60 stories. The prior stories 

that received Almanac treatment were “The Norwood Builder” and “The 
Reigate Squire” (in The Green Bag Almanac and Reader for 2015 and 2016) 
and “The Cardboard Box,” “The Priory School,” and “The Stockbroker’s 
Clerk” (in The Baker Street Almanac for 2020, 2021, and 2022). Copies of all 
these prior annotated editions can be found on the Green Bag’s website, 
www.greenbag.org. We will continue annotating another story each year 
until The Baker Street Almanac 2077, at which point our successors can begin 
the cycle again.  

The Baker Street Almanac for 2024 will feature a new annotated edition of 
“The Adventure of the Beryl Coronet.” Volunteer annotators are welcome 
(let’s not always see the same hands!). You may offer to write a note about a 
specific passage, or ask us to assign one to you. If you are interested, please 
e-mail irabrad221b@gmail.com to let us know, preferably by Septber 1, 
2023.  

“Annotate if convenient — if inconvenient, annotate all the same.” 
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HOW WATSON LEARNED THE TRICK 
AN ILLUSTRATED, ANNOTATED, PARTIAL MANUSCRIPT EDITION 

Arthur Conan Doyle,1  
with illustrations by Madeline Quiñones2  

and commentary and annotations by Ross E. Davies3 

INTRODUCTION 
his year we have an after-dinner mint to follow Ira Brad Matetsky’s 
main course4 of Sherlockian annotation. At about 500 words, How 
Watson Learned the Trick (HOWW for short) is puny when compared 

to Arthur Conan Doyle’s typical Holmes-and-Watson adventures, which 
tend to run 7,000 to 10,000 words. But the story of how HOWW came to be 
written, and how it has been treated since, is probably worthy of longer treat-
ment than many of those typical tales. We will, however, try to keep it short. 

The story begins on August 29, 1922, when Princess Marie Louise — a 
cousin of Mary, Queen of the United Kingdom, etc. — wrote a letter to Doyle: 

Dear Sir Arthur 
You have doubtless heard that a number of artists, authors, 

craftsmen and others have conspired to present to the Queen a 
Doll’s House or model residence in miniature, in which everything 
that one would find in a King’s Palace today is reproduced with 
minute accuracy so that it will have a great historical value in the 
future. 

For the Library little books in the autograph of their writers 
are being prepared and will be specially bound. 

May I ask if you will be so good as to contribute one of these; 
either something already published which I would ask you to be 
so kind as to copy out, or preferably something original? I enclose 
a small blank book for the purpose. 

Believe me 
Yours sincerely 

Marie Louise5 

                                                                                                         
1 Arthur Conan Doyle wrote How Watson Learned the Trick, 61 other Sherlock Holmes stories, and 
much else, and did many other things, from surgery to whaling to proselytizing for the spirit world. 
2 Madeline Quiñones is a founder and host of Dynamics of a Podcast, https://dynamicsofapodcast.com/. 
3 Ross E. Davies is an editor of the Green Bag.  
4 Read The Adventure of the Stockbroker’s Clerk, freshly annotated, on pages 285-313 above. 
5 Letter from Marie Louise to Arthur Conan Doyle (August 29, 1922), in Arthur Conan Doyle Papers, 
Add MS 88924/1/47, British Library (General correspondence to Arthur Conan Doyle (1921-1930)); 
see also Richard Lancelyn Green, The Uncollected Sherlock Holmes 154 & n.285 (Penguin Books, 1983) 

T 
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Her Highness Princess Marie Louise (April 22, 1920).  
Photograph courtesy of the National Portrait Gallery, London (NPG x81123). 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Doyle complied. He wrote “something original” — HOWW — on 34 of the 
pages in the tiny (1.5 inches high by 1.25 inches wide) blank booklet provided 
by the princess. 

The exact date on which he completed that little project is not known, 
but a thank-you note sent by Princess Marie Louise on September 4, 1922 
— six days after she sent her request — suggests he moved quickly: 

Dear Sir Arthur — 
Please accept my sincere thanks for your kind response to my 

request for a contribution to the Royal Library in Her Majesty’s 
Doll’s House. 

Your very delightful novelette is a most valuable addition to 
the bookshelves all the more because it is unpublished. 

                                                                                                         
(hereafter “Green, Uncollected”) (quoting the August 29 letter from Marie Louise to Doyle and citing 
to Scrapbook 1, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle Foundation, Lausanne). 
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Again thanking you many times 
Yours sincerely 

Marie Louise6 

The means of delivery also seems pretty clear: Doyle himself carried it to 
Edward Lutyens, the architect who designed the Queen’s Dolls’ House and 
oversaw the whole project. Lucinda Lambton, author of an authorized history 
of the Queen’s Dolls’ House, wrote, in an article promoting her book:  

The elite of the nation’s talent poured through the door [of the 
Lutyens family residence on Mansfield Street in London, where 
the Dolls’ House was built in the drawing room during 1922-1924] 
… . Ursula Ridley, Lutyens’s favourite daughter, told me, her eyes 
alight with delight, of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) arriv-
ing with his diminutive, hand-written and leather-bound story 
How Watson Learned the Trick.7 

Ridley or Lambton might be painting the lily here. The booklets were bound 
in leather after authors returned them.8 Sangorski & Sutcliffe did HOWW.9 
Doyle’s visit to Lutyens must’ve occurred before April or after mid-August 
1923, since he was traveling to, through, and from North America then.10 

Scores of other authors and publishers also contributed books to the li-
brary in the Queen’s Dolls’ House. Other specialists provided tiny versions of 
much else that belonged in the finest of libraries: walnut paneling and shelv-
ing thoughout, art on the walls, furniture wrapped in leather and resting on 
Persian rugs, floor-standing celestial and terrestrial globes, and on and on. 
(Experts in other fields did the same for other rooms, from the kitchen 
stocked with a panoply of pots and pans and ingredients, to the underground 
garage housing a fleet of automobiles.) The result was a tiny yet grand book 
room — 45 inches wide by 21 inches deep by 15.5 inches high (built to a 
scale, like the rest of the house, of one inch to one foot) — furnished in a 
style and supplied in a manner suitable for a British monarch.11  
                                                                                                         
6 Letter from Marie Louise to Arthur Conan Doyle (September 4, 1922), in General correspondence to 
Arthur Conan Doyle (1921-1930), Add MS 88924/1/47, Arthur Conan Doyle Papers, British Library. 
7 Lucinda Lambton, Illusions of grandeur, The Daily Telegraph, mag. section 62, 69 (Oct. 16, 2010). 
8 E.V. Lucas, ed., The Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House (volume 2): The Book of the Queen’s 
Dolls’ House Library viii (Methuen & Co., 1924) (hereafter “Lucas, The Book, vol. 2”); Lucinda 
Lambton, The Queen’s Dolls’ House 97 (Royal Collections Publications, 2010). 
9 Green, Uncollected, at 154; see also footnote 5 and accompanying text (above) and Appendix C (below). 
10 Brian W. Pugh, A Chronology of the Life of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (fourth edition) 179-182 
(MX Publishing, 2018). 
11 Stephen Gaselee, The Library (hereafter “Gaselee, Library”), in A.C. Benson and Sir Lawrence 
Weaver, eds., The Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House (volume 1) 67 (Methuen & Co., 1924) (here-
after “Benson and Weaver, The Book, vol. 1”). 
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Above: The north elevation (that is, the front, which is about 8.5 feet wide by 5 
feet high) of the Queen’s Dolls’ House. The library is on the ground floor, 
right side. Below: A floor plan of the ground floor of the Queen’s Dolls’ House, 
showing the library on the right side.  
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The west elevation (that is, the right side) of the Queen’s Dolls’ House,  
with the external wall raised to show the library on the ground floor. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

When the Dolls’ House was completed in early 1924, it was displayed to 
the Royals and the press, prompting much enthusiastic commentary, includ-
ing mentions of “Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (who writes on ‘How Watson 
Learned the Trick’).”12 It was then packed up and carted ten miles northwest  
  
                                                                                                         
12 W.N. Walters, World’s Most Wonderful House, Leicester Mercury 8 (January 11, 1924); Queen’s 
Dolls’ House, The (Lahore) Civil & Military Gazette 11 (February 7, 1924). 
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Map of the British Empire Exhibition at Wembley, with the Palace of Arts marked. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

from Mansfield Street to Wembley Park, site of the British Empire Exhibi-
tion, which was to run from April to November in 1924 and May to Octo-
ber in 1925. It was reassembled and ensconced in a special room in the Pal-
ace of Arts building for the exhibition’s entire 1924 season. From there the 
Doll’s House moved 20 miles west and south to Windsor Castle for the 
winter. It did not return to the Empire Exhibition in 1925, but instead trav-
eled 20 miles due east in March to set up for the Daily Mail Ideal Home 
Exhibition at the Olympia exhibition center in Kensington.13 After that it 
returned to Windsor Castle and never left again. It remains a popular tourist 
attraction there today.14 

So, we know — roughly, at least — the path taken by HOWW from its 
creation to its current location. There are not a lot of steps, and not a lot of 
miles (fewer than 100 in total): from Doyle to Lutyens (on Mansfield Street) 
to Sangorski & Sutcliffe (just a few blocks away on Poland Street), then back 
to Lutyens (and onto a shelf in the library) and then to the Palace of Arts 
 

                                                                                                         
13 Notes from Here and There, The Tatler xviii (February 11, 1925); Exhibitions, The (London) 
Sunday Mirror 10 (March 1, 1925). 
14 Mary Stewart-Wilson, Queen Mary’s Dolls’ House 16 (Abbeville Press, 1988); Case Study: 
Queen Mary’s Dolls’ House, Royal Collection Trust, https://www.rct.uk/collection/conservation/ 
queen-marys-dolls-house. 
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Floor plan of the Palace of Arts. The Queen’s Dolls’ House is in the southwest corner.  
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at the British Empire Exhibition (in Wembley) and from there to Windsor 
Castle (about 20 miles west of London) for the winter, before a final excursion 
to the Ideal Home Exhibition (in Kensington) and back to Windsor Castle 
— all within the space of a couple of years in the 1920s. Followed by nearly 
a century of the quiet life in the same little room in the same little house in 
the same big castle. 

THE ADVENTURE OF THE THREE PUBLICATIONS 

he Queen’s Dolls’ House was really two projects in one. There was 
the small-scale construction, furnishing, and decoration project. And 
there was the full-scale publication project. 

Back in early 1924, when the Queen’s Dolls’ House was grandly unveiled, 
publication plans for The Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House — a big, two-volume 
descriptive and illustrated companion to the little residence — were also an-
nounced. As the Grantham Journal reported on January 26, 1924: 

Few people have seen [the Dolls’ House yet,] but the Queen 
herself. But something of the wonder of it may be gathered from 
the prospectus of two beautiful volumes about it which Messrs. 
Methuen [the publisher] are preparing. They are the property of 
the Queen, who will distribute the proceeds as she sees fit. A lim-
ited number of copies will be made, and each volume will be priced 
at three guineas. 

The first will deal with the house itself, while the second,  
edited by Mr. E.V. Lucas, will be given up to the description of 
the library alone. To this library more than 170 authors have con-
tributed tiny, exquisitely-bound volumes, written, most of them, 
specially for this, and in the authors’ own handwriting. There are 
works by Sir James Barrie (an autobiography), Mr. Arnold Ben-
nett, Mr. W.J. Locke, Sir Anthony Hope, Sir A. Conan Doyle, 
Mr. Joseph Conrad, Mr. G.K. Chesterton, Mr. Asquith, Mr. 
Robert Bridges, Mr. Laurence Binyon, Mr. Walter de la Mere, 
Mr. Drinkwater, Mr. Thomas Hardy, and Mr. Max Beerbohm 
— to mention a few. Mr. Rudyard Kipling has selected some of his 
poems, and illustrated them with drawings. 

There are reference books, too — “Who’s Who?” and “Whit-
aker’s Almanack,” reproduced in miniature by photography — and 
the stock of stationery includes a specially-printed book of stamps. 

The first of the two volumes, to be published by Methuen, 
which is edited by Mr. A.C. Benson and Sir Lawrence Weaver, 
describes the rest of the house, and reproduces many of the tiny 
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paintings and drawings by 600 famous artists which hang on the 
walls of the house or in special cabinets. 

The book, which will be called “The Book of the Queen’s 
Dolls’ House,” will be issued at about the time of the opening of 
the [British Empire] Exhibition.15 

In fact, the publishing program was even more elaborate. There were to be 
three different books of the Queen’s Dolls’ House, all published in 1924:  

• The Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House: The long (249 pages plus 92 plates, 
and 384 pages plus 24 plates), large, lavishly illustrated, exceedingly expen-
sive (three pounds, three shillings per volume), and limited (to 1,500 copies) 
two-volume set. 

• Everybody’s Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House: A condensed (160 pages 
plus 24 plates), smaller but still substantial, generously illustrated, and more 
affordable (five shillings) one-volume abridgment, also published by Methuen 
(with The Daily Telegraph). It consists mostly of excerpts from the two-
volume edition, with considerable introductory and interstitial commentary 
by the abridger. 

• Souvenir Book of the of the Queen’s Dolls’ House: A short (72 pages), small, 
lightly illustrated, and cheap (two shillings) pamphlet edition, published by 
Oxley and Son. It was simply a condensation of the Everybody’s abridgement. 

Volume two of The Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House — the one devoted to 
the library — consists almost entirely of transcriptions of the little manu-
script volumes (or at least parts of them) housed there. (A chapter in volume 
one addresses other features of the library.16) HOWW gets its fair share of 
attention. The entire story appears on pages 92 to 94, and a facsimile of one 
of the handwritten pages in the bound booklet is on a plate between pages 
92 and 93. (See Appendix A below for all three pages and the plate.) 

But HOWW’s place in the Dolls’ House publication project ends there. 
Unlike many of Doyle’s contemporaries and their works, Doyle and HOWW 
appear nowhere in the two condensed versions — Everybody’s and Souvenir. 

On the one hand, this is not terribly surprising. It is obvious from the 
page counts of the two condensed versions that massive cuts were required. 
Many great figures and great works had to be left out of Everybody’s, and 
even more out of Souvenir, and they were. Doyle and HOWW just happened 
to be among the unlucky ones to end up on the editing room floor. 

On the other hand, the exclusion of Doyle and HOWW is exceedingly 
strange. Because the person responsible for the initial condensation of The 

                                                                                                         
15 Wonder Dolls’ House, Grantham Journal 3 (January 26, 1924). 
16 Gaselee, Library, at 67-79. 
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Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House into the Everybody’s version was a serious 
Sherlockian. As The Daily Mirror reported in May 1924,  

The author who is responsible for the abridgment of the two-
volume “Book of the Queen’s Doll’s House” is one of the many 
Americans who have settled down in London to make or improve 
a literary reputation. He is Mr. F.V. Morley, a brother of Mr. 
Christopher Morley, until lately literary editor of the New York 
Evening Post.17 

And, indeed, while the title page of Everybody’s identifies A.C. Benson and 
Sir Lawrence Weaver as the editors (just as the title page of the first volume 
of the big Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House does), the next page in Everybody’s 
carries this simple announcement: 

 

 
As younger brothers of Christopher Morley, Felix Muskett Morley and 

Frank Vigor Morley (aka F.V. Morley) were from early childhood indoctri-
nated in the wonders of Sherlockian literature. Frank was, as Harrison and 
Linda Hunt put it, “the least active [of the three Morley brothers] with the 
Baker Street Irregulars. … But as the creator of the Sherlockian crossword 
puzzle [the original test for membership in the BSI] in 1934, he earned 
himself an honored place in the history of the Irregulars.” Moreover, as the 
Hunts point out, Frank’s interest in Sherlock Holmes went beyond the BSI. 
While he attended just one of that organization’s dinner meetings, he was 
more active in the original (and, alas, short-lived) Sherlock Holmes Society 
in London during the 1930s.18 

                                                                                                         
17 To-day’s Gossip, The (London) Daily Mirror 9 (May 28, 1924). 
18 Harrison Hunt and Linda Hunt, Aboriginals: The Earliest Baker Street Irregulars 8, 18, 20 
(Baker Street Irregulars Press, 2019). 



HOW WATSON LEARNED THE TRICK, ILLUSTRATED AND ANNOTATED 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   326 

Why, then, did Frank exclude Doyle and HOWW from Everybody’s, 
while preserving places for, among others, A.S.M. Hutchinson, Edith 
Wharton, Rudyard Kipling, Thomas Hardy, Anthony Hope, Joseph Conrad, 
J.M. Barrie, Henry Arthur Jones, Alfred Sutro, Oscar Browning, William 
Henry Davies, W.H. Mallock, Robert Bridges, G.K. Chesterton, Clemence 
Dane, May Sinclair, Maurice Hewlett, and Owen Wister?19 I do not know. 

Meanwhile, other American editors, on the other side of the Atlantic, 
were showing Doyle and HOWW more respect. The August 24, 1924 New 
York Times included a full-page feature about the Queen’s Dolls’ House  
library, under this headline: “Queen’s Dolls Have Priceless Library: 200 
British Authors Write Tiny Volumes for Queen Mary’s House — Barrie Pens 
His Life — Kipling Illustrates Poems — New Sherlock Holmes Story.”20 
Among the items on the page is a complete transcription of HOWW. So, in 
the United Kingdom, the only people who got to read HOWW were the 
wealthy few who could afford the £6/6 for the massive, limited-edition Book of 
the Queen’s Dolls’ House (and get their hands on it), while in the United States, 
anyone who had 5¢ to spare for the Times (“In Manhattan, Bronx and Brook-
lyn”; 10¢ “Elsewhere”) could read HOWW.21 That’s literary democracy for ya! 
(See Appendix B below for the Times’s edition of HOWW.) 

The end of the story of the three versions of the Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ 
House contains a slightly sad and perverse dose of justice. The cheap third 
and final version — Souvenir — contains no new substantive editorial con-
tent. The publisher relied heavily on Morley’s introductory and interstitial 
commentary from Everyone’s, preserving nearly every word of it, while cut-
ting down sharply on the remaining material Morley had extracted and 
abridged from the big original two-volume version. But the publisher of Sou-
venir left out any mention of Morley’s name or role, depriving him of credit 
in what was surely the most widely owned and read version of his work. This 
was harsher, fouler treatment than Doyle had received at Morley’s hands in 
Everyone’s, certainly, but it was not entirely different either. 

In the summer of 1924, then, while innumerable ordinary Americans 
were reading HOWW, only a few rich Britons had the privilege. But the 
original miniature book, and the story written on its pages, were still among 
the English, in the Queen’s Dolls’ House library. Which brings us to the 
story itself …  

                                                                                                         
19 A.C. Benson and Sir Lawrence Weaver, eds., Everybody’s Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House 24, 
55, 140, 145, 146, 154, 155 (The Daily Telegraph and Methuen & Co., 1924) (hereafter “Benson 
and Weaver, Everybody’s”). 
20 New York Times (section 8) 3 (August 24, 1924). 
21 New York Times 1 (August 24, 1924). 
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HOW WATSON LEARNED THE TRICK 

Sir A. Conan Doyle22 

atson had been watching his companion intently ever since he 
had sat down to the breakfast table.23 Holmes happened to look 
up and catch his eye.  

“Well, Watson, what are you thinking about?” he asked. 
“About you.” 
“Me?” 
“Yes, Holmes. I was thinking how superficial are these tricks of yours, 

and how wonderful it is that the public should continue to show interest in 
them.” 

 
                                                                                                         
22 With illustration copyright 2023 by Madeline Quiñones. 
23 Watson sat down sometime between late 1896 and late 1902. Leslie S. Klinger, ed., The Apocrypha 
of Sherlock Holmes 39 n.85 (Gasogene Books, 2009) (hereafter “Klinger, Apocrypha”). All things 
considered, it was almost certainly on June 4, 1902. Chronologically speaking, that would be shortly 
after The Adventure of Shoscombe Old Place and shortly before The Adventure of the Three Garridebs. 
Ross E. Davies, When Watson Learned the Trick, 69 Baker Street J. 26 et seq. (Summer 2019) 
(hereafter “Davies, When”); 30 Journal of the Cricket Society 13-15 (2021). 
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“I quite agree,” said Holmes. “In fact, I have a recollection that I have 
myself made a similar remark.” 

“Your methods,” said Watson severely, “are really easily acquired.” 
“No doubt,” Holmes answered with a smile. “Perhaps you will yourself 

give an example of this method of reasoning.” 
“With pleasure,” said Watson. “I am able to say that you were greatly 

preoccupied when you got up this morning.” 
“Excellent!” said Holmes. “How could you possibly know that?” 
“Because you are usually a very tidy man and yet you have forgotten to 

shave.” 
“Dear me! How very clever!” said Holmes. “I had no idea, Watson, that 

you were so apt a pupil. Has your eagle eye detected anything more?” 
“Yes, Holmes. You have a client named Barlow, and you have not been 

successful with his case.” 
“Dear me, how could you know that?” 
“I saw the name outside his envelope. When you opened it you gave a 

groan and thrust it into your pocket with a frown on your face.” 
“Admirable! You are indeed observant. Any other points?” 
“I fear, Holmes, that you have taken to financial speculation.” 
“How could you tell that, Watson?” 
“You opened the paper,24 turned to the financial page, and gave a loud 

exclamation of interest.” 
“Well, that is very clever of you, Watson. Any more?” 
“Yes, Holmes, you have put on your black coat, instead of your dressing 

gown, which proves that you are expecting some important visitor at once.” 
“Anything more?” 
“I have no doubt that I could find other points, Holmes, but I only give 

you these few, in order to show you that there are other people in the world 
who can be as clever as you.” 

“And some not so clever,” said Holmes. “I admit that they are few, but I 
am afraid, my dear Watson, that I must count you among them.” 

“What do you mean, Holmes?” 
“Well, my dear fellow, I fear your deductions have not been so happy as I 

should have wished.” 
“You mean that I was mistaken.” 
“Just a little that way, I fear. Let us take the points in their order: I did 

not shave because I have sent my razor to be sharpened.25 I put on my coat 
                                                                                                         
24 Likely a June 4, 1902 edition of The Times (of London). Davies, When, at 28 & nn.9-11. 
25 Perhaps at H.P. Truefitt, Ltd., in the Burlington Arcade. Ross E. Davies, Where Watson Learned 
the Trick, Green Bag Single Sheet Classic #8 (2019). 
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because I have, worse luck, an early meeting with my dentist. His name is 
Barlow,26 and the letter was to confirm the appointment.27 The cricket page 
is beside the financial one, and I turned to it to find if Surrey28 was holding 
its own against Kent.29 But go on, Watson, go on! It’s a very superficial 
trick, and no doubt you will soon acquire it.” 

AFTERWORD 
ince its first appearances in print in 1924, HOWW has been republished 
several times. Now it is free to all on the internet. But the original is 
out of reach, not only because the Queen’s Dolls’ House library is not 

the lending kind, but also because even someone permitted to handle the 
booklet would not be permitted to open and read it. It is too fragile, as the 
Royal Collection Trust explained when asked about digitizing it: 

I regret to inform you that we are not able to photograph the 
“How Watson Learned the Trick” miniature book for you. The 
volume is very fragile and for this reason it is not possible to open 
it. The only pages that could be photographed are already on our 
website. Please accept my apologies that you have received such a 
disappointing response on this occasion.30 

Facsimiles of some pages are available. One has been since 1924, when it was 
printed in volume two of The Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House. In addition, 
more recent photographs taken of the front cover, the spine, the title page, 
and a few interior pages are viewable on the website of the Royal Collection 
Trust.31 (See Appendix C below for all of them, in the ink-on-paper edition 
of this article only.) 

But what of the other, unphotographed, practically unviewable pages? 
The seeming impossibility of digitizing them without damaging the book is 
a bit worrisome. What if something should happen to it? What if the whole 
Dolls’ House and it contents were destroyed in some fiery or watery calamity? 
Or what if just the one little book were “thumbed away to annihilation” by 
                                                                                                         
26 George William Barlow, L.D.S., R.C.S., was his full name. Davies, When, at 28-29, 32 & nn.13-
21, 25. See also the toothbrush that might accompany the book you are reading now. 
27 Klinger, Apocrypha, at 39 n.84. 
28 Holmes was probably a fan of the Surrey County Cricket Club. Ross E. Davies, The Whole Art 
of Cricket Or, An Enthusiasm of Sherlock Holmes, Sherlock Holmes Review 63, 65-67 (2021). 
29 Klinger, Apocrypha, at 39 n.85; Davies, When, at 30-31 & nn.22-24. 
30 Email from Agata Rutkowska, Picture Library Assistant, Royal Collection Trust, to Ross E. 
Davies (January 8, 2019). 
31 How Watson learned the trick, Royal Collection Trust, https://www.rct.uk/collection/1171476/ 
how-watson-learned-the-trick. 
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some innocently enthusiastic readers32 or lost or stolen? Would we be left 
with no record of what, exactly, was on those pages?  

That would be bad. But there are possible partial consolations. Three of 
them, at least. 

•     •     •     • 

The first two consolations might apply to situations in which the HOWW 
booklet is destroyed or permanently lost. The best source on both of them is 
an essay by Randall Stock, an expert on Doyle manuscripts. In How Watson 
Learned the Trick: A Conan Doyle Manuscript & Reproduction, Stock reviews 
an intriguing effort to recreate the HOWW booklet (consolation #1), and 
also explains why there might be another handwritten version of HOWW 
that predates the booklet in the Queen’s Dolls’ House and might still be out 
in the world somewhere (consolation #2).33 

First, the recreated HOWW booklet. In 2014, Walker Books published a 
miniature booklet version of HOWW — in the same dimensions as the origi-
nal, with similar binding (but in fabric, not leather), and with the same story 
inside, in what appears to be Doyle’s handwriting34 — but it was not quite 
the same. As Stock explains, 

[I]n consultation with the Royal Collection, Walker Books scanned 
only enough pages [of the original booklet] to allow it to capture 
the letters needed to create a custom font based on Conan Doyle’s 
handwriting. 

The result is a close approximation of the actual handwritten 
manuscript, but not a photographic facsimile. … 

Differences between the handwriting in the manuscript and the 
reproduction are typically minor. However, there are a few places 
where Conan Doyle used a variation that was not replicated. … 
Such differences are not important to the average Sherlockian, 
but researchers do need to be aware of this limitation.35 

  

                                                                                                         
32 Gaselee, Library, at 69. 
33 Randall Stock, How Watson Learned the Trick: A Conan Doyle Manuscript & Reproduction, 
The Best of Sherlock Holmes (October 14, 2014) (hereafter “Stock, Reproduction”), http:// 
bestofsherlock.com/ref/watson-trick-manuscript.htm#handwriting. 
34 Royal Collection Trust, Press Release: Miniature Sherlock Holmes book, written by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle for Queen Mary, to be re-created for the first time (September 2, 2014); Miniature 
Sherlock Holmes Book to Be Re-created for the First Time, Royal Collection Trust, https://www.rct. 
uk/about/news-and-features/miniature-sherlock-holmes-book-to-be-re-created-for-the-first-time#/. 
35 Stock, Reproduction. 
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So, there is a replica, of a sort, of the original HOWW. And it is available. 
You can buy it now, if you like, just in case.36 

Replicas or near-replicas of some items on the shelves in the library were 
produced for sale back in the early days of the Dolls’ House — for example, 
a Bradshaw’s guide, a Stanford atlas, a railway timetable, and an issue of the 
The Times of London37 — but I know of no evidence that HOWW or any of 
the other autograph manuscript volumes in the library received that sort of 
treatment. 

Second, the possible predecessor of the Queen’s HOWW booklet. Under 
the heading “Original Manuscript or Fair Copy,” Stock observes that even 
for Doyle, who frequently produced nearly defect-free first drafts of his sto-
ries, writing an entirely defect-free first draft of HOWW — especially under 
the inconvenient constraint of the tiny pages in the booklet provided by 
Princess Marie Louise — would have been a highly improbable tour de force 
of authorial conception, narration, and penmanship. Odds are there was a 
first draft: 

It seems more likely that Conan Doyle drafted this story on full-
size paper, and then copied out his final text onto the miniature 
blank pages. … 

If Conan Doyle did originally draft “How Watson Learned 
the Trick” on regular paper, the version in the dolls’ house would 
be considered a “fair copy” (albeit still in Conan Doyle’s own 
handwriting). However, there are no reports of a full-size version 
and thus it remains open for debate whether or not the miniature 
version is his original autograph manuscript.38 

So, there may or may not be another handwritten-by-Doyle version of 
HOWW out there somewhere. If the only currently known autograph HOWW 
— the one in the Dolls’ House library — were to go missing, this might 
offer some faint hope. The stronger sentiment, most likely, would be regret 
that a way was not found to photograph HOWW, back when it was in hand. 

                                                                                                         
36 https://www.walker.co.uk/How-Watson-Learned-the-Trick-9781406345971.aspx. 
37 Compare Zoe Handy, Queen Mary’s Dolls’ House Miniatures, Dolls’ Houses Past & Present (Decem-
ber 2021), https://www.dollshousespastandpresent.co.uk/Magazine/Issue-34-December-2021/Page-5, 
with Bradshaw’s general railway and steam navigation guide for Great Britain and Ireland, Royal Col-
lection Trust, https://www.rct.uk/collection/1171575/bradshaws-general-railway-and-steam-navigation-
guide-for-great-britain-and; Stanford’s atlas of the British Empire, Royal Collection Trust, https:// 
www.rct.uk/collection/1171556/stanfords-atlas-of-the-british-empire; LMS time table [London, Midland 
and Scottish Railway], Royal Collection Trust, https://www.rct.uk/collection/1171563/lms-time-table-
london-midland-and-scottish-railway; The Times, January 1 1924, Royal Collection Trust, https://www. 
rct.uk/collection/1171558/the-times-january-1-1924. 
38 Stock, Reproduction. 
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•     •     •     • 

And then there is the third possible consolation, which might apply to 
situations in which the HOWW booklet disappears, but is not necessarily lost 
forever. This is not an entirely hypothetical scenario. Once upon a time, 
another book in the Dolls’ House library did go missing. The story of its 
discovery and return make for a heart-warming story about the integrity and 
generosity of a collector. 

It seems that somehow, sometime between 1924 and 1973, a miniature 
book titled Statesmen — filled with autographs of the high and mighty, and 
present in the Dolls’ House library in 192439 — found its way out of the 
Queen’s Dolls’ House and into the hands of someone who offered it in the 
“Other Properties” category of a Sotheby’s auction in July 1973. The auction 
catalog entry reads as follows: 

Other Properties 

636 CHURCHILL (Sir WINSTON), J.C. SMUTS AND OTHERS. 
MINIATURE ALBUM OF QUEEN MARY, containing 39 signatures 
of British and Commonwealth statesmen; including Churchill; 
Lloyd George; Asquith, Baldwin; Balfour; Bonar Law; Neville 
Chamberlain; Milner; S.M. Bruce, Prime Minister of Australia; W. 
Mackenzie King, Prime Minister of Canada; and Jan Christiaan 
Smuts, bookplate of Queen Mary, brown morocco gilt, cipher of Queen 
Mary on upper cover, LETTERED “Statesmen” on the spine, gilt-edged 
1½ins. by 1¼ins.40 

A Mr. Sawyer won the auction at Sotheby’s. At some point (before the 
auction? after?), Sawyer realized the nature and origin of his newly acquired 
little book — that the price he had paid was an incredible bargain for a 
unique treasure, but that it was not really his, but the Queen’s — and offered 
to return it.  

This was a noble gesture. The Queen accepted, via Geoffrey de Bellaigue, 
then the Surveyor of the Queen’s Works of Art.41 In a letter dated August 
31, 1973, on the letterhead of the Lord Chamberlain’s Office, de Bellaigue 
informed Mr. Sawyer that the Queen (that is, Queen Elizabeth II) wanted 
to buy the Statesmen book from Sawyer for £240 (the amount he had paid at 
the auction), plus 10%. This seems, based on the context and tone of the 

                                                                                                         
39 Benson and Weaver, The Book, vol. 1, at 78, 215; Lucas, The Book, vol. 2, at 379. 
40 Sotheby & Co., Catalogue of Nineteenth Century and Modern First Editions 82 (July 16-17, 1973). 
41 Later Sir Geoffrey de Bellaigue (KCVO), and later still the first full-time Director of the Royal 
Collection. 
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letter read as a whole, to be an amount greater than (or, at most, equal to) 
whatever terms Sawyer had suggested when he offered the book to the Queen. 
“Her Majesty has asked me to tell you how grateful she is,” de Bellaigue 
wrote, and then, after expressing his own thanks as well, concluded, “I have 
little doubt that this book must indeed be the one which originally belonged 
to the library of the Queen’s Doll’s House.”42 

I do not know who Sawyer is, nor do I know where Statesmen is now. 
Presumably it is back in the Queen’s Dolls’ House. In any event, the story of 
Sawyer and Statesmen is a nice one. And it offers some hope that if HOWW 
ever is withdrawn from the Dolls’ House library — or perhaps lost or mislaid 
(abandonment is just too improbable to reasonably contemplate) — it will 
find its way back onto the shelf where it belongs. Just as there is still hope 
that one day HOWW will find its way into the Sherlockian Canon, where it 
also belongs. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
  

                                                                                                         
42 Letter from Geoffrey de Bellaigue to Mr. Sawyer (August 31, 1973) (on file with the author, who 
does not yet have permission from the Crown to publish a facsimile of the letter). 
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APPENDIX A 
How Watson Learned the Trick 

in 
The Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House,  

vol. 2, pp. 92-94 & plate vii (1924)43 
 
 

N.B. The limitations page in the copy of the book from which the images 
on the next four pages were scanned indicates that it is an extra copy — not 
one of those that were available for sale: 

 
 
  

                                                                                                         
43 Yes, the “R.A. Knox” just to the right of “Sir A. Conan Doyle” on plate vii is the Ronald Knox 
whose Studies in the Literature of Sherlock Holmes was published in the July 1912 issue of The Blue 
Book. Regrettably, Knox’s contribution to The Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House was not a small sequel 
to that important work. Instead, he added a little chapter, titled More Memories of the Future, to his 
recently published humorous book, Memories of the Future: Being Memoirs of the Years 1915-1972 
Written in the Year of Grace 1988 by Opal, Lady Porstock (Methuen & Co., 1923). 
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APPENDIX B 
How Watson Learned the Trick  

in 
The New York Times, sec. 8, p. 3 (August 24, 1924) 

 
 

 
  



HOW WATSON LEARNED THE TRICK, ILLUSTRATED AND ANNOTATED 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   340 

 
 
  



HOW WATSON LEARNED THE TRICK, ILLUSTRATED AND ANNOTATED 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   341 

 
 
  



HOW WATSON LEARNED THE TRICK, ILLUSTRATED AND ANNOTATED 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   342 

 
 
  



HOW WATSON LEARNED THE TRICK, ILLUSTRATED AND ANNOTATED 

2023   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   343 

APPENDIX C 
How Watson Learned the Trick 

in the 
Queen’s Dolls’ House library 

 
 

N.B. The images on pages 342-346 and 348 are reproduced with the kind 
permission of the Royal Collection Trust. The image on page 347 is an 
excerpt from plate vii in The Book of the Queen’s Dolls’ House, vol. 2. 
(1924). All of them are, obviously, enlargements of the originals.44 

 

 
Royal Collection Trust / © His Majesty King Charles III 2023.  

                                                                                                         
44 The Royal Collection Trust describes the booklet as follows: 

Manuscript on paper, in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's own hand. Bound in red goatskin 
with simple gold-tooled decoration. | 3.9 x 0.7 cm (book measurement (inventory)) | 
RCIN 1171476 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930), How Watson learned the trick 1922, https://www.rct.uk/ 
collection/1171476/how-watson-learned-the-trick. 
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Sherlock Holmes and John H. Watson in the library of the  
Queen’s Dolls’ House, by Madeline Quiñones. 
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EPHEMERAL TREASURES, 
DURABLE MEMORIES 

Ross E. Davies* 

ome of our readers seem to enjoy this business of sharing a few of the 
holiday greetings received by the Baker Street Almanac and its editors. 
So, we are going to make a routine of it. On the next few pages you 

will find some of the charming holiday ephemera Sherlockian friends shared 
with us last winter. (We do regret that yet again we are constrained to print in 
grays these lovely cards that are even lovelier, and in some cases even funnier, 
in their glorious original colorfulness. And so we must invite you to use your 
imagination.) They appear in the this order: 

1. A Vincent Starrett bookplate — from Ray Betzner, the leading living au-
thority on Starrett, his works, and his world. If you have not yet visited his 
website, Studies in Starrett (www.vincentstarrett.com), you’re missing some-
thing special. 

2. “The Compliments of the Season” — from Roger Johnson and Jean Up-
ton. They have been at this for a quite a long time, but show no signs of los-
ing their enthusiasm, or of running out of clever new ways to send the same 
kind and complimentary message. 

3. “I know it is the last mince pie but do we have to resort to violence?” — 
from Elaine and Jonathan McCafferty. Last year we characterized the McCaf-
fertys’ holiday cards as “invariably imbued with diabolical fun-lovingness.” In 
light of their most recent work, we stand by that statement. 

4. “It arrived upon Christmas morning, in company with a good fat goose.” — 
from Burt and Kathi Wolder. This card is another in their series of well-
executed photoshoppings of Sherlockian Paget illustrations into Wolderful 
photopastiches. Even without red ink, the reader will enjoy identifying and 
appreciating the extra decoration in this one. 

And we close, as usual (or is it always?), with our own festive postcard. 
5. Happy Boxing Day …” — from us, expressing some, but certainly not 

all, of our holiday wishes for our readers. 
All the greetings reprinted here are copyright by the creators/senders. 

Thanks to all for permitting the Baker Street Almanac to share such nifty and 
Sherlockianly entertaining greetings with you. 

  

                                                                                                         
* Ross Davies is a Green Bag editor. 

S 
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PLEASE USE THIS FORM TO BUY 

________________________________________________________________ 

Regulation & Imagination: 
Legal and Literary Perspectives on Fox-hunting 

________________________________________________________________ 

Item  Price Quantity  Total 

Regulation & Imagination:  
Legal and Literary Perspectives  
on Fox-hunting 

Domestic (within U.S.A.) $65 x ______ = $ _________ 

International $85 x ______ = $ _________ 

GRAND TOTAL (your check should be for this amount) $ _________ 

There are no separate shipping charges. 
Ship to: 

Name:  ____________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________________________________ 

State: ________________________________    Zip code:  _________ 

Country: _____________________________    Postal code:   _________ 

Please send this form, with your check (to the Green Bag), to: 
The Green Bag, 6600 Barnaby Street NW, Washington, DC 20015. 

________________________________________________________________ 
or use PayPal: http://greenbag.org/green_bag_press/RnI/fox/fox.html 

________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you! 
  



 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

The Baker Street Almanac 
via PayPal (http://greenbag.org/almanacs/BS/bsa.html), or use this form: 
________________________________________________________________ 

Item  Price Quantity  Total 

Baker Street Almanac 

2023 print edition 

 Domestic (within U.S.A.) $30 x ______ = $ _________ 
 International $50 x ______ = $ _________ 

2022 print edition 

 Domestic (within U.S.A.) $40 x ______ = $ _________ 
 International $60 x ______ = $ _________ 

2019-2021 print editions     sold out 

GRAND TOTAL (your check should be for this amount) $ _________ 

There are no separate shipping charges. 
Ship to: 

Name:  ____________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________________________________ 

State: ________________________________    Zip code:  _________ 

Country: _____________________________    Postal code:   _________ 

Please send this form, with your check (to the Green Bag), to: 
The Green Bag, 6600 Barnaby Street NW, Washington, DC 20015. 

Thank you! 

 
  



 

 

NOT A GREEN BAG SUBSCRIBER,  
BUT WANT OUR FLAGSHIP ALMANAC? 

OR JUST WANT ANOTHER ALMANAC? 
________________________________________________________________ 

The Green Bag Almanac & Reader 
________________________________________________________________ 

Item  Price Quantity  Total 

Baker Street Almanac 

2023 print edition (coming soon) 
 Domestic (within U.S.A.) $60 x ______ = $ _________ 

 International $90 x ______ = $ _________ 

2006-2022 print editions     sold out 

GRAND TOTAL (your check should be for this amount) $ _________ 
There are no separate shipping charges. 

Ship to: 

Name:  ____________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________________________________ 

State: ________________________________    Zip code:  _________ 

Country: _____________________________    Postal code:   _________ 

Please send this form, with your check (to the Green Bag), to: 
The Green Bag, 6600 Barnaby Street NW, Washington, DC 20015. 

Thank you! 

 

 


