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MORE PUZZLED THAN EVER 
Ross E. Davies* 

his is our fourth Baker Street Almanac. For an explanation of why the 
Green Bag launched this ship and why we are so optimistic about its 
course, please read “Laws of Demand and Supply” in the 2019 edition. 

It is available on our website (www.greenbag.org). 

FRESH DEVELOPMENTS 
Our biggest news this year is that Jayantika Ganguly has joined our edi-

torial board as Editor of Scionical and Societal Reports (Global). As you can 
see from the table of contents, Jay is already expanding our reporting on the 
global Sherlockian community. This year for the first time we have reports 
from Hungary and from the web. Welcome Jay! 

In addition, we are happy to welcome new authors of two sorts — some 
who have given us freestanding works, and some who have given us the first 
installments of what appear to be (and we hope will be) ongoing series. 

In the first category we have: 

• Jessie Amaolo and Cliff Goldfarb’s thoroughly engaging illustrated tour 
(and history) of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection at the Toronto 
Public Library. 

• Mark Jones’s report on the founding and first meeting of The Literary 
Agents, a Sherlockian-Doylean organization that defies easy definition 
in conventional terms. Mark nevertheless manages to paint a clear, and 
appealing, picture. 

• Hartley Nathan’s “Arthur Conan Doyle and the C.P.R. Securities.” Hartley 
gives us new insights into intriguing connections between railroad shares and 
“The Adventure of Black Peter,” and also an excellent primer on corporate 
organization and finance. 

In the second category we have: 

• Zsófia Marincsák’s report on Sherlock in Hungary and Derrick Belanger’s 
report on his new web-based scion society, Five Miles from Anywhere. 

• Reports on the contents of the Doings of Doyle podcast (by Mark Jones) 
and the Canadian Holmes journal (by two Marks — Alberstat and Jones). 

                                                                                                         
* Ross Davies is a Green Bag editor. 

T 
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• Reprints of the 2020 issues of the BSI Trust’s newsletter, For the Sake of 
the Trust, edited by Tom Horrocks. We hope this becomes a routine in 
the same spirit as our republication of Peter Blau’s Scuttlebutt. 

• A new section, “Ephemeral Treasures, Durable Memories,” in which we 
hope to share a few of the lovely and entertaining holiday greetings that 
we receive from kindred spirits. The inaugural edition includes cards 
from Roger Johnson and Jean Upton, Elaine and Jonathan McCafferty, 
Thierry Saint-Joanis, Nicholas Utechin, and Burt and Kathi Wolder. 

There are, of course, many more people from many more places we would 
love to hear from, and many more topics on which it would be nice to have 
annual (or frequent, or occasional) reports and reflections. Here’s hoping we 
do hear and learn even more in the future. In the same vein, from time to 
time there can be a quiet year for a group or a topic — or a year that is so 
hectic that there is no spare time to do a write-up (has anyone had one of 
those recently?) — and so the occasional absence from the Baker Street Al-
manac of a regular author or group or topic should come as no surprise.  

WHISPERS OF “NORBURY” 
The 2020 Baker Street Almanac was, alas, imperfect. This is a characteristic 

it shares with all of its predecessors and will probably end up sharing with all 
its successors. This time around we did not hear from any readers (disap-
pointing), but we did catch an amusing twofer mistake all by ourselves. 

On page 4, in the second line under the “Thanks” heading, we misplaced 
an “e” in a way that resulted in misspellings of both “especially” (we spelled it 
“espcially”) and “grateful” (we spelled it “grateeful”). We would be proud of 
our erroneous agility if we weren’t already so embarrassed.  

If you catch an error — large or small — please do let us know (email 
editors@greenbag.org). 

ONE OR TWO LITTLE FANCIES 
“Past Sherlockians” by Linda and Harrison Hunt is one of the pillars of 

the little edifice that is the Baker Street Almanac. Each year, the Hunts give 
us a short introductory essay about some interesting aspect of the history of 
Sherlockian enthusiasm, followed by a gradually growing authoritative register 
of Sherlockians of special significance or interest who are no longer with us. 
Their introduction this year includes both a reference to and a reproduction 
of Frank Morley’s Sherlockian crossword puzzle, which was first published 
in the May 19, 1934, issue of The Saturday Review of Literature. 
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The Hunts’ recollection of Morley’s 1934 puzzle brought to mind another 
episode of Sherlockian crossword-puzzlism: 1924 seems to have been quite a 
big year for that sort of thing. For example, in the course of a lengthy rant 
against the rising popularity of crossword puzzles, the author of the “Around 
the Town” column in the October 28, 1924 issue of The Reading Times (of 
Reading, Pennsylvania) exclaimed: 

Even the American Mercury desires to scream at me from its pages 
that “one who owns a cross word can be his own Sherlock Holmes!” 

I am told that Admiral Sims and the governors of half the states are 
doing cross words. That doesn’t worry me. Who is better fitted than an 
admiral to spend his time cross wording and who has more time for the 
task than a governor? 

A couple of weeks later, the November 10, 1924 issue of The Capital Times 
(of Madison, Wisconsin) delivered this more upbeat association: 

 
Then the next month, there was this bit of silliness from the “What They 
Really Said” section of “Steve’s Sunshine and Moonshine” column in the 
December 1, 1924 issue of The Knoxville News (of Knoxville, Tennessee): 

Sherlock Holmes — These crossword puzzles are too deep for me. 
And, of course, a crossword puzzle was bound to find its way into a Sherlock 
Holmes story eventually. It happened memorably (and with a couple of 
amusing legal references) in the December 12, 1924 issue of The Kansas City 
Star (of Kansas City, Missouri1): 
                                                                                                         
1 The Great Alkali Plainsmen serve a wider community. See Dan Payton’s report on page 93 below. 
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Plenty more stuff in the same spirit can be found where those Sherlockian puz-
zlers came from. There can be no reasonable doubt, however, that Morley’s 
masterpiece remains the unmatchable high point in Sherlockian crosswording. 

THANKS 
The past year was like any other in at least one way: all of us owe thanks to 

librarians for helping us through it. In this book we emphasize that gratitude 
with our coverage of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection at the Toronto 
Reference Library. Thanks also to Riley Davies, for his reading of Le Catalogue 
de la Franco-Midland. And, finally, thanks to you, reader, for reading. Please 
do write if you think of something we ought to start or stop doing. 

Ross E. Davies 
May 5, 2021 

p.s. Last year’s Baker Street Almanac had a few features that prompted a few 
questions that seemed worthy of elaborate answers. So, we produced a sup-
plement and posted it online. Here it is again, in ink, on paper: 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
2020 Baker Street Almanac 

A Supplement 
Here are a few questions and answers about this year’s Baker Street Almanac. 
Question #1: I have the Almanac. It arrived with a dust jacket/wrapper that 

is creased or wrinkled or torn. May I have a replacement dust jacket/wrapper so 
that my Almanac will be complete and unspoiled? 

Short answer #1: Glad to hear it! Yes, on one condition: that you send us a 
completed Almanac survey card. Longer answer #1: We are seeking to build an 
interactive relationship with our readers. It started last year, with the print edition 
of the 2019 Almanac, which had two reader-participation features. First, there 
was a survey card in a pocket in the back of the Almanac. Readers who completed 
the survey card (that is, gave short, substantive answers to our questions) and 
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returned it to us received from us five items (yes, five!) by return mail: (1) the 
completed survey card they sent us (we scanned it for our own use), (2) a fresh, 
unmarked survey card (for readers with completionist tendencies), (3) a crisp, 
clean, neatly folded copy of the “How Watson Learned the Trick” map that was 
the dust jacket for the Almanac that year (and which tended to get creased or 
wrinkled or torn while serving as a dust jacket), and (4 & 5) our reproductions 
of a couple of old Sherlockian trading cards. Second, there was a coded puzzle, 
which started at the ribbons with which the Almanac and its dust jacket were 
sealed. We won’t bore you with the details of what a code-breaker/puzzle-solver 
achieved or received. Please do not waste any time trying to participate in either 
of the 2019 Almanac reader adventures. Their time has passed. 

This year’s Almanac, the 2020 edition, also has two reader-participation features. 
The first involves, again, a survey card in a pocket in the back of the Almanac. 
Readers who complete the survey card (that is, give short, substantive answers to 
our questions) and return it to us will receive from us three items (and maybe more) 
by return mail: (1) their completed survey card (we are again scanning them for 
our own use), (2) a fresh, unmarked survey card (for the completionists), and (3) a 
crisp, clean, neatly folded copy of the dust jacket/wrapper that encases this year’s 
Almanac (it is an enlarged reproduction of an original Sidney Paget illustration for 
“The Adventure of the Cardboard Box,” from the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection 
at the Toronto Public Library — thank you TPL!). 

And it is at this point that the discerning reader appreciates our plan. The Paget 
dust jacket/wrapper is fragile (the paper is good enough to take ink well, but thin 
enough to break down a bit under the rugged conditions to which dust jackets/ 
wrappers are often subject), and it has been treated roughly by the callous editor 
who wrapped it round the Almanac, and perhaps also by the difficult conditions 
under which many packages travel. In short, the dust jacket/wrapper has been 
designed and treated so as to be interesting but imperfect (creased or wrinkled or 
torn or what have you, sort of like those “distressed” jeans that are so fashionable 
nowadays) when it arrives in a reader’s hands, in order to inspire readers to 
complete and return the survey card in the pocket in the back of the Almanac. 
This approach will not work with everyone, of course. Some readers will both 
(a) not be troubled by an interesting but imperfect dust jacket/wrapper, and 
(b) not be inclined to complete and return a survey in any event. But that’s OK 
— we are still happy that they are reading the Almanac. 

For a few words on the second reader participation opportunity in the 2020 
Almanac, please see our answers to Question #2. 

Question #2: I could not untie the knot in the string tied around the dust 
jacket/wrapper. So, I had to cut the string. May I have a replacement piece of 
string so that my Almanac will be complete and unspoiled? 

Short answer #2: No, for a reason you will like, we expect. Longer answer 
#2: Again, we are seeking to build an interactive relationship with our readers. 
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Your cutting of the string was your contribution to the completion of the Almanac. 
The Almanac always has covered and always will cover many Sherlockian and 
Doylean topics, but each edition will also have a few special topics on which it be-
stows extra attention. One of those topics in the 2020 edition is “The Adventure of 
the Cardboard Box,” which includes this exchange between Holmes and Lestrade: 

Lestrade went in and brought out a yellow cardboard box, with a 
piece of brown paper and some string. There was a bench at the edge 
of the path, and we all sat down while Holmes examined, one by one, 
the articles which Lestrade had handed to him. 

“The string is exceedingly interesting,” he remarked, holding it up 
to the light and sniffing at it. “What do you make of this string, 
Lestrade?” 

“It has been tarred.” 
“Precisely. It is a piece of tarred twine. You have also, no doubt, 

remarked that Miss Cushing has cut the cord with a scissors, as can 
be seen by the double fray on each side. This is of importance.” 

“I cannot see the importance,” said Lestrade. 
“The importance lies in the fact that the knot is left intact, and 

that this knot is of a peculiar character.” 
“It is very neatly tied. I had already made a note to that effect,” 

said Lestrade, complacently. 
“So much for the string then,” said Holmes, smiling . . . 

And there you have it: The string was cut before Holmes ever saw it, and the 
fact that it was cut was important to his work on the case. String associated with 
“The Adventure of the Cardboard Box” should be cut. You were supposed to cut 
the string. We wanted you to. A “Cardboard Box”-themed 2020 Almanac tied 
with an uncut piece of string is not yet complete. So, if you have not yet cut the 
string, please do! 

Question #3: May I have a dust jacket/wrapper? 
Short answer #3: No. Longer answer #3: We are happy that people like the 

Almanac, and we are even happy that people read it online (for free). We are also 
happy that people like the Almanac’s dust jacket/wrapper. But, alas, we cannot 
afford to give away everything. Only paying customers get the dust jacket/ 
wrapper (and they — as our answers to Question #1 explain — have to work as 
well as pay if they want to get a crisp, clean, and neatly folded one!). 
_____________________________________________________________ 

p.p.s. The 2020 Baker Street Almanac survey-for-wrapper offer expired with 
the publication of this, the 2021 Baker Street Almanac. 
p.p.p.s. We are both happy and sad to say that we have no more copies of the 
2020 Baker Street Almanac. But we do still have a handful of the 2019 edition. 
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“BUT STILL THE GAME’S AFOOT . . .” 
Sue and Ben Vizoskie* 

ike the rest of the world in 2020, the Sherlockian community was se-
verely impacted by COVID-19. At first it seemed that the pandemic 
might be a short-lived issue, but it soon became clear that the virus 

would be a formidable force to be reckoned with. With the advent of lock-
downs and social distancing, Sherlockian meetings in the spring were post-
poned — and then postponed again or canceled; it was clear that our familiar 
routines for assembling would need to change. It was discouraging to see the 
Sherlockian calendar of events diminishing, but Sherlockians responded. 

Various individuals continued their efforts to keep Sherlockians connected 
by maintaining and improving websites and communications. For example, 
Randall Stock continued to maintain the websites for the Baker Street Irregu-
lars and the BSI Trust, and Ron Fish kept the Sherlockian Calendar up-to-
date amid the many changes. 

Space does not permit a full accounting, but here are some examples of the 
manner in which Sherlockians and their societies reacted to the challenges 
of 2020.  

One scion, The Men on the Tor, managed to have its spring meeting on 
August 30. It was an in-person meeting, and all the health guidelines were 
followed: it was held outdoors, social distancing was observed, face masks 
were required, and maximum attendance was set at sixteen, well below the 
official Connecticut state limit for gatherings. 

This meeting and a second one held by the same group in October 
proved to be the exceptions rather than the norm. Many groups looked for a 
different solution, and thanks to the efforts of some of the more tech-savvy 
members of our avocation and social wonder drugs like Zoom, the virtual 
Sherlockian meeting became a viable alternative. 

Most societies generally tried to maintain a format similar to the one 
they had used for their earlier in-person meetings; depending on the group’s 
rituals, they may have offered toasts, presented quizzes, and stood on the 
terrace. They may have included presentations, discussions, and show-and-
tell; sung songs; and played games.  

                                                                                                         
* Sue and Ben Vizoskie have long served as officers of The Three Garridebs, in Westchester County, 
NY. All photos are by Ben, unless stated otherwise in a caption. Copyright 2021 Sue and Ben 
Vizoskie, except: photo of the Men on the Tor copyright Kimberly M. Forde; photo of Beth Austin 
copyright Jacquelynn Morris. 

L 
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Some traditions did not always translate well to the virtual arena. One 
group wisely decided after one attempt that a group singing of their tradi-
tional song was not possible with the current technology. (Imagine the ca-
cophony of fifty voices singing in different keys, different tempos, and with 
different time delays.) 

In some situations, major events were carried out as planned. In October, 
the officers of the Sons of the Copper Beeches proceeded with their inten-
tion to turn over the leadership of the group to a new team. The fall lunch-
eon of the Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes (ASH) was held virtually in 
November as is customary.  

Also, some conferences were held virtually. Karen Wilson chaired A 
Scintillation of Scions in June, with technical support by Greg Ruby. Under 
the leadership of Michael Kean, a committee co-chaired by Randall Stock 
and Greg Ruby organized the technical preparations for the two BSI-
sponsored events to be held virtually during the January 2021 weekend cele-
bration of Sherlock Holmes’ birthday. Virtual versions of other traditional 
weekend events were scheduled, also. 

Eventually, Sherlockians realized that there were actually some ad-
vantages to virtual meetings. Sherlockians from across the country and the 
globe could be asked to be guest speakers or to present toasts. Presentations 
could be seen and heard easily; all attendees could have a front row seat. 
Show-and-tell items too precious or fragile to transport to a meeting could 
be presented in situ. Sherlockians were no longer geographically challenged; 
they could attend far-distant meetings with no travel time or expense.  
Our scion, the Three Garridebs of Westchester County, New York, was able 
to welcome attendees from Virginia, California, Colorado, Minnesota, and 
Texas.  

The photos and screenshots that follow represent only a small sample of 
the many meetings and individuals who have kept the Sherlockian lights on 
and Sherlockians connected during this pandemic. 

In closing, we’d like to toast all the many Sherlockians who are keeping 
green the memory of the Master throughout these difficult times, and we 
ask you to recall Holmes’ prediction of a century ago in “His Last Bow” that 
“a cleaner, better, stronger land will lie in the sunshine when the storm has 
cleared.” We look forward to the time when we will gather in person again. 
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A SLIDE SHOW OF SHERLOCKIAN LIFE  
(MOSTLY) ONLINE IN 2020 

(All photos are by Ben Vizoskie, unless noted otherwise in a caption.) 
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THE TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY’S  
ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE COLLECTION 

Jessie Amaolo and Clifford Goldfarb* 

COLLECTION OVERVIEW & HISTORY 

he Toronto Public Library’s Arthur Conan Doyle Collection is one of 
the world’s largest collections of library materials devoted to the life 
and work of Arthur Conan Doyle, and this year will mark the 50th 

anniversary of the Collection. Located at the Toronto Reference Library in 
the Marilyn and Charles Baillie Special Collections Centre, much of the 
Collection, of course, is devoted to Conan Doyle’s most famous character, 
Sherlock Holmes. The Library collects different editions of Conan Doyle’s 
works, from the first to the most recent, along with simplified versions, 
translations, and adaptations to stage and screen. The Collection also includes 
parodies, pastiches, and works in any medium that uses Conan Doyle’s stories 
or characters. Primary materials such as manuscripts and letters are collected, 
as well as secondary materials including critical, bibliographical, and biograph-
ical studies. Finally, collectibles are also part of the Collection, including film 
stills, posters, newspaper clippings, theatre programs, memorabilia, ephemera, 
and original art. 

In the late 1960s, the then Metropolitan Toronto Central Library (located 
at St. George and College Streets) had recently been designated a reference 
library after a reorganization and was looking to expand its reference and 
research holdings. Cameron Hollyer, the founding Curator of the Collection, 
was a librarian working in the Languages and Literature Department at the 
time of the Library’s transition. He received a call from Hugh Anson-Cart- 
wright, a Toronto rare book dealer, who was offering a collection of mystery 
and detective stories acquired from the estate of an Arthur V. Baillie. The 
offer was for 500 books at a price of $1,000. About one-third of the books 
were early editions of Arthur Conan Doyle works, and Cameron had the 
idea to pick them out of the lot and to start a special collection with them. 
The Collection officially opened to the public in 1971 in its own special room.  

“We librarians were fortunate that [Anson-Cartwright] chose to open shop 
on the south side of College Street, almost directly across the street from our 
building. It certainly gave us easy access to his wares. We often dropped in 

                                                                                                         
* Jessie Amaolo has been the Services Specialist and Curator of the Toronto Public Library’s Arthur 
Conan Doyle Collection since 2018. Clifford Goldfarb is Chairman of the Friends of the Arthur Conan 
Doyle Collection at the Toronto Public Library. Copyright 2021 Jessie Amaolo and Clifford Goldfarb. 
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on lunch hours . . . to browse in that airy, book-filled sanctuary and to chat 
with the proprietor, who often was able to produce the exact volume we 
needed to fill a niche in our Collections.”1 

Another key player in the creation of the Collection was Donald A. 
Redmond, the Chief Librarian at Queen’s University and a Sherlockian at 
heart. He had also heard about the sale of the Baillie Collection and had 
wanted to make the purchase for the Queen’s University Library but was 
apparently minutes too late. He heard that Toronto Public Library bought 
the books and urged John Parkhill, the Library’s Director, to start the same 
collection. Parkhill likely needed no such urging to create the collection that 
Hollyer had requested.  

 

“THE FOUR PILLARS” OF THE COLLECTION 
The Collection itself is primarily built on four major early acquisitions, 

which have been outlined by the Friends of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection 
in their publication The Four Pillars: The Foundations of the Arthur Conan Doyle 
Collection, Toronto Reference Library.2 

                                                                                                         
1 Hugh Anson-Cartwright Bookseller: A Celebration includes a chapter, Just Across the Street: Hugh 
Anson-Cartwright and the Toronto Reference Library, by Cameron Hollyer (2000). 
2 Available online at https://tinyurl.com/ycd6fxav. 
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Arthur Vincent Baillie	
The first was the Arthur Vincent Baillie estate purchase. Baillie was an 

insurance company executive, jazz buff, and collector of Disney figurines. 
He had a profound love of books and an interest in authors such as Conan 
Doyle, Christopher Morley, and Vincent Starrett. Although he subscribed 
to the Baker Street Journal, he was not listed as a member of any Sherlockian 
societies. Christopher Morley was a popular American author and also a 
Sherlockian. He was instrumental in the founding of the Baker Street Irreg-
ulars, the prestigious New York based Sherlockian society. Vincent Starrett 
was a Canadian-born American author and one of America’s most promi-
nent book reviewers. He wrote Sherlock Holmes pastiches, criticisms, and 
interpretations, as well his own mystery novels. 

It’s unknown how many of the Baillie books made it into the Collection, 
as no complete record remains. An easy indicator for spotting one comes 
from their early treatment. The books were sent to cataloguing and came 
back marked and stamped with spine labels affixed, a mistake that would not 
be made again. Now you will see flags in all of the Collection’s books for 
their preservation.  

It is assumed that about 200 books from the Baillie purchase made it into 
the Collection initially. All were Arthur Conan Doyle books. Some examples 
include: 

• His Last Bow: Some Reminiscences of Sherlock Holmes, by Arthur Conan Doyle 
(John Murray, 1930). 

• The Land of Mist, by Arthur Conan Doyle (A.L. Burt Company, 1926). 
• The Maracot Deep, by Arthur Conan Doyle (Doubleday, Doran & Company, 

1929).	
When browsing the Collection, you can note these books by a red ink stamp 
on the inside of the front page that reads “Metropolitan Toronto Central 
Library/Literature” as well as a catalogue number on the dust jacket.  

In addition to these books, others which were originally dispersed to the 
Library’s other holdings migrated back to the Collection over time due to 
their subject connection, together with other similar materials (for example, 
Starrett and Morley books about Sherlock). Baillie frequently sent copies to 
the authors to be signed and sent back to him, which was a common practice 
at the time. Here are some of those titles:  

• Studies in Sherlock Holmes (New York: Macmillan, 1940) is signed “For Arthur 
V. Baillie/ Greetings from 221 B / and Vincent Starrett / 21 Feb. 1940” — 
A collection of papers on Sherlock Holmes by the Baker Street Irregulars. 
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• Books Alive (New York: Random House, 1940) is signed “For Arthur V. 
Baillie / Elementary, my dear fellow! / Vincent Starrett” — In which the 
author writes anecdotes about various famous authors including the desire 
of Arthur Conan Doyle to kill off his literary creation Sherlock Holmes 
and focus his talents on more “serious works.”	

Anson-Cartwright paid a visit to the Collection when the new Conan Doyle 
Room opened in 2014 and donated several additional Starrett titles. 

S. Tupper Bigelow 
The second acquisition came from S. Tupper Bigelow, a provincial court 

judge and Chairman of the Ontario Racing Commission, with a profound 
interest in Sherlock Holmes. He was already known to Hollyer and Redmond 
for his private collection and had even exhibited some of his materials at the 
Library in the past. He was a great writer, producing over 30 Sherlockian 
papers in his lifetime. He was also a member of the Baker Street Irregulars, 
and was frequently published in Sherlockian journals.  

• The Baker Street Briefs: Being the Writings of S. Tupper Bigelow, BSI “The 
Five Orange Pips” — Published by the Metropolitan Toronto Reference 
Library, this is a collection of “Holmesian” essays by Tupper Bigelow.  

• Papers: 1958-1962 — A collection of a few essays published in the Baker 
Street Briefs.  

Here are some of his other contributions:  
• An Irregular Anglo-American Glossary of More or Less Unfamiliar Words, 

Terms and Phrases in the Sherlock Holmes Saga — An alphabetical list of 
terms specific to the Sherlock Holmes stories and their definitions. 

• Bigelow on Holmes: An Index to the Writings Upon the Writings about Mr. 
Sherlock Holmes.	

“The prize was Judge Bigelow’s carefully kept compilation of the Writings 
on the Writings. This index was updated by Donald A. Redmond and pub-
lished in a single handsome volume in 1974 and updated in 1977, entitled 
Bigelow on Holmes.”3 It allows the reader to search various subjects related 
to the Sherlock Holmes stories and indexes the “writings on the writings” in 
which these subjects have been examined.  

In 1970, the Library purchased the material that Bigelow had been collect-
ing for over 20 years for $7,000. It included about 500 books, magazines, 
and pamphlets, and 20 years of the Judge’s knowledge and labour, embodied 
in the 12,000 index cards.  

 
                                                                                                         
3 The Four Pillars (pg. 37, by Hartley Nathan). 
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“Toronto is the home of one of the outstanding collectors of Sherlockian 

ephemera, Judge S. Tupper Bigelow. These ephemera were mainly the products 
of the pens of Sherlockian scholars — privately printed pamphlets and mag-
azines of enduring interest to the student. For twenty years, Judge Bigelow 
spent much of his spare time writing on Sherlockian subjects, corresponding 
with enthusiasts, acquiring every bit of ephemera on the subject, and compil-
ing a massive card index to guide novice and expert alike through the foggy 
streets of Sherlockian criticism.”4 Once it was installed in the Library, Don-
ald Redmond volunteered to update the index cards. By the time the card 

                                                                                                         
4 Sherlock Holmes is Alive and Well at the Metropolitan Central Library (pg. 2). 
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catalogue was retired in favour of the Library’s online catalogue in 2000, it 
contained approximately 60,000 cards. It is still available for consultation. 

Harold Mortlake & Co. 

The third major acquisition came all the way from London, England rare 
book dealer Harold Mortlake & Co. It was Donald Redmond who informed 
Library staff of a catalogue “Mortlake Catalogue no. 133,” which listed several 
hundred items that were all related to Sherlock Holmes, and his creator, for 
sale. The acquisition was completed in 1970. The catalogue, Sherlock Holmes! 
A Catalogue of the Work of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, listed over 800 items,  
including rare first and early editions of the Sherlock Holmes stories, as well 
as stories in different languages. It also included many early “writings on the 
writings,” or criticisms and interpretations. It had a nearly complete run of The 
Strand Magazine, where most of the Sherlock Holmes stories were first pub-
lished. First editions of many of the author’s other works were also included. 
The items were sold to the Library for 2,500 Pounds Sterling (approximately 
6,250 Canadian dollars of the day). Those who were knowledgeable of the 
value of the materials felt that the Library received a tremendous deal on 
this purchase.  

In The Baker Street Journal issue of December 1969 there is a quote in a 
letter to the editor from Donald A. Redmond which reads: “The catalogue 
. . . listing 877 items, is itself an outstanding item of Sherlockian bibliog-
raphy and deserves a place in every reference collection.” For more back-
ground on Harold Mortlake & Co., the Collection also holds The London 
Bookshop: a Pictorial Record of the Antiquarian Book Trade, which includes a 
section on Harold Mortlake & Co., bookseller of Sherlockiana and anti-
quarian material relating to Conan Doyle. It describes how Mortlake was a 
collector himself and enjoyed creating catalogues based on his collections. 

Some examples of significant books from this purchase include:  
• Fifteen early editions of A Study in Scarlet, including three versions of the 

1891 Ward, Lock editions. 
• Fourteen early editions of The Sign of Four, including a rare 1890 Spencer 

Blackett edition and an 1892 Newnes edition (second issue). 
• Ten early editions of The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, including two first 

editions and a first US edition.	
Early Sherlockian Scholarship:  

• Baker-Street Studies, edited by H.W. Bell (Constable, 1934). 
• My Dear Holmes: A Study in Sherlock, by Gavin Brend (Allen & Unwin, 1951). 
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• The Unique Hamlet: A Hitherto Unchronicled Adventure of Mr. Sherlock Holmes, 
by Vincent Starrett (privately printed for the friends of Walter M. Hill, 1920). 

• Sherlock Holmes; A Play, Wherein is Set Forth the Strange Case of Miss Alice 
Faulkner, by William Gillette (Doubleday, Doran, 1935). 

• Basil of Baker Street, by Eve Titus (Whittlesey House, circa 1958).	
Also included were foreign language materials, ephemera, and other works by 
Conan Doyle.  

Nathan L. Bengis	
The last of the major acquisitions that started it all was from Nathan L. 

Bengis, a high school teacher from New York. Bengis was a Baker Street 
Irregular and often presented papers and wrote articles for the society. The 
Library’s acquisition consisted mostly of research material that Bengis used 
to publish his work, The “Signs” of Our Times: An Irregular Bibliography, in 
1956. Bengis spent the years from 1945-1956 collecting as many editions of 
The Sign of Four as he could find to create a bibliography of the various edi-
tions starting from the earliest books in the 1890s.  

Bengis decided he was going to donate some of his collection to the Uni-
versity of Minnesota but felt he wanted to separate the collection to allow 
another institution to benefit. He sold his entire Sign of Four collection (over 
200 editions) and his primary research materials to the then Metropolitan 
Central Library in Toronto in the early 1970s. The Collection now holds a 
significantly larger number of editions of this book. Donald Redmond made 
extensive use of this material in his book Sherlock Holmes Among the Pirates 
(1990). 

CURATORS, PUBLICATIONS & ACQUISITIONS 
The Arthur Conan Doyle Collection is maintained by the Toronto Public 

Library, overseen by a dedicated staff specialist known to Friends and sup-
porters of the Collection by the unofficial title of “Curator.” As mentioned, 
the first Curator was Cameron Hollyer (1971-1991). After retirement Cam-
eron stayed on to assist his successor until his death in 2000. Since then there 
have been three Curators: Victoria Gill (1991-2005), Peggy Perdue (2005-
2018), and Jessie Amaolo (2018-present). Documents have been produced 
by past Curators of the Collection that speak about its creation and some 
significant early purchases. Cameron highlights the following significant items 
in Seventeen Steps to a Sherlock Holmes Collection, a paper he presented at “A 
weekend with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Sherlock Holmes” in Toronto, 
June 20, 1986:  
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_______________________________________________________________________  
• A series of letters written by Conan Doyle to his Strand editor Greenhough 

Smith, sold by New York based rare book dealer Lew David Feldman for 
$4,000. Sought out by local borough Mayor True Davidson who took an 
interest in the Collection. Seventy-six letters in total.5 

• Beeton’s Christmas Annual (Ward Lock & Co., 1887), a rare magazine which 
features the first printing of A Study in Scarlet, the first ever Sherlock Holmes 
story, was purchased for $10,000 in 1974, again from New York rare book 
dealer Lew Feldman. This was the personal copy of Edgar W. Smith, leader 
of the Baker Street Irregulars.6 

• The paperback edition of A Study in Scarlet published in Toronto in 1892 
by the National Publishing Company. It is the earliest known independent 
Canadian appearance of Sherlock Holmes. It was purchased for $2,000.	

Other publications include:  
• The Collected Works of Cameron Hollyer, which features The Curator’s Egg: 

Confession of a Canadian Canonical Curator, which was later published in 
Lasting Impressions: The 25th Anniversary of the Bootmakers of Toronto.  

• Managing the Mystery Collection: From Creation to Consumption with the 
chapter The Arthur Conan Doyle Collection at the Toronto Public Library, by 
Victoria Gill. 

• The Arthur Conan Doyle Collection at the Metro Reference Library, by Victoria 
Gill.  

                                                                                                         
5 https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM2280420&R=2280420. 
6 https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM716552&R=716552. 
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Other notable publications about the Collection include:  
• The Four Pillars: The Foundations of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection,  

Toronto Reference Library, published by the Friends of the Arthur Conan 
Doyle Collection.7 

• A Checklist of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection in the Metropolitan Toronto 
Central Library, by Donald Redmond, which offers a comprehensive descrip-
tion of the Collection in its early days. Now we have the online catalogue at 
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/ which breaks down the classification 
of the stories and subject matter. 

THE ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE COLLECTION TODAY 
Toronto Public Library’s Arthur Conan Doyle Collection is one of the 

largest and most renowned reference collections devoted to the life and works 
of Arthur Conan Doyle in the world. As mentioned, the Arthur Conan 
Doyle Room and Collection was built and opened to the public in 1971, 
located at the then Central Library. In 1977 the Collection was brought to the 
newly opened Metropolitan Toronto Reference Library in its present location 
at Yonge Street and Asquith Avenue, where it permanently resides. There 
have been two rooms dedicated to the Collection since then. The original 
1977 room was closed and replaced within the Marilyn and Charles Baillie 
Special Collection Centre in 2014, with the support of generous donations 
from members of the Friends of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection. The 
room has been designed in a Victorian style reminiscent of Sherlock Holmes’ 
era and resembles Holmes’ fictional study. 

Currently there are over 14,000 books in the Collection, over 200 manu-
scripts, 150 periodical titles (some dating back to the 19th century), and over 
15,000 collectables. It is a special collection and as such has special rules for 
preservation and access, but has the rare benefit of also having a large brows-
ing area which allows patrons to drop in to view materials at their leisure, 
without appointment. Customers are encouraged to take books off the shelf 
and stay a while to read in the comfort of a room with the ambiance of 
Holmes’ very own lodgings at 221B Baker Street, but without the scent of 
chemicals and pipe tobacco of Holmes’ and Watson’s presence.  

As for the breadth of the Collection, it includes fiction books written by 
Conan Doyle in genres such as adventure, mystery, horror, science fiction, 
fantasy, and historical fiction. This part of the Collection would include the 
Sherlock Holmes stories. There are 60 Sherlock Holmes stories (56 short  
 

                                                                                                         
7 Available online at https://tinyurl.com/ycd6fxav. 
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stories and four novels) known as “The Canon,” of which the Collection has 
numerous editions. The Collection also includes works by other authors in 
other forms and media such as dramatizations, pastiches, and parodies. We 
also have non-fiction materials written by Conan Doyle on the topics of 
history, travel, true crime, and spiritualism, as well as contemporary research 
materials such as criticisms and interpretations of the stories. The Collection 
is intended to be comprehensive, covering all things relevant to Arthur Conan 
Doyle. It appeals and caters to researchers and novices alike with something 
for everyone. There is also a digital archive which features public domain 
materials that have been reproduced from the Collection’s holdings where 
materials are constantly being added.8 

Major reference works which have relied heavily on the Collection  
include The Universal Sherlock Holmes, by Ronald B. DeWaal, published by 
the Metropolitan Toronto Reference Library in five volumes in 1994; and A 
Bibliography of A. Conan Doyle, by Richard Lancelyn Green and John Michael 
Gibson, first published in 1983. 

 

THE FRIENDS OF THE ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE COLLECTION 

The Collection is supported by the Friends of the Arthur Conan Doyle 
Collection, a group that helps the Library to maintain, enhance, and raise 
awareness of the Collection. The Friends were founded in 1997. Currently 
they produce the highly regarded publication The Magic Door several times a 
year for their members, with quality content featuring news and articles rele-
vant to the Collection and the larger world of Conan Doyle and Sherlock. 
They also hold the annual Cameron Hollyer Memorial Lecture, with distin-
guished speakers from inside and outside the Sherlockian and Doylean 
communities. Since 2008 most of these lectures have been published in 

                                                                                                         
8 https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/search.jsp?Erp=20&N=38537+38530&No=0&view=grid. 
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pamphlet form and distributed to their members. Information about the 
Friends is available at www.acdfriends.org. The Friends also have an active 
Facebook page.  

There is also a local interest group called The Bootmakers of Toronto: 
The Sherlock Holmes Society of Canada, which started in 1972 and meets 
regularly at the Library to discuss the Sherlock Holmes stories. More infor-
mation is available at https://www.torontobootmakers.com/ and on their 
Facebook page. 

TORONTO CONNECTION 

Many patrons of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection have posed the ques-
tion: “Why do you have this Collection here in Toronto?” The simple answer 
is: “Why not?” Conan Doyle created one of the most iconic and enduring 
characters of all time. Conan Doyle is regarded by many as the father of the 
detective fiction genre, a genre that has mass appeal today, and Holmes is a 
detective that in many ways defined the detective fiction literary genre.  

Historically speaking, during his life Conan Doyle visited Toronto a few 
times over a span of 20 years. During his first visit he spoke at Massey Hall 
about his Sherlock Holmes books and character and at later visits he spoke 
of spiritualism, an area in which he became interested in later years, which 
involves communicating with the spirit world.  

We have already highlighted some of the early notable materials acquired 
above. However, the Collection has grown considerably over the years and 
welcomed some significant acquisitions and donations, for example:  

Manuscripts 
Notebook on Nelson and Napoleonic Times (1885) is one of the notebooks 

Conan Doyle used to record his thoughts about future writings. It covers three 
of his works: Rodney Stone, Uncle Bernac, and Through the Magic Door. It features 
timelines, character sketches, and quotes. (“Nelson” refers to Horatio Nelson, 
a British Royal Navy Officer who fought during the Napoleonic Wars.)9 

Angels of Darkness (circa 1888) is a play written by Conan Doyle. Our 
one-of-a-kind manuscript was written around the same time as A Study in 
Scarlet and has many of the same characters — but no Sherlock Holmes. 
The manuscript was donated by Anna Conan Doyle, widow of Conan 
Doyle’s son Adrian, facilitated by the Friends of the Arthur Conan Doyle 
Collection. It wasn’t published until 2000, when the Library and the Baker 
Street Irregulars co-published a facsimile.10 
                                                                                                         
9 Purchased in 2007, https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM883278&R=883278. 
10 https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM1553642&R=1553642. 



THE TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY’S ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE COLLECTION 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   31 

 
The Marriage of Brigadier Gerard (1910) is Conan Doyle’s last short story 

to feature Etienne Gerard, an officer in the French Army during the Napole-
onic Wars. The signed manuscript was the first short story manuscript added 
to our Collection, purchased in 2013 with the assistance of the Friends of 
the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection and the American Foundation for the 
Toronto Public Library.11 
                                                                                                         
11 https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM3048681&R=3048681. 
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Journal Diary of Lady Jean Conan Doyle’s and A. C. Doyle’s Tour of Canada 
and the United States, 27 May to 3 July 1914: Autograph Manuscript details the 
time Lady Jean Conan Doyle (Conan Doyle’s second wife) traveled with her 
husband in his tour of Canada and United States.12 

Some Personalia About Mr. Sherlock Holmes (1917) is an article by Conan 
Doyle about the public’s reaction to Sherlock Holmes, as well as Conan 
Doyle’s real-life attempts at detective work. Our manuscript was donated by 
Anna Conan Doyle.13 

The Crown Diamond (1921) is a one-act play by Conan Doyle, featuring 
Sherlock Holmes. It’s almost identical to the Holmes story “The Adventure 
of the Mazarin Stone” (published a few months later). The manuscript was 
donated by Anna Conan Doyle.14 

The Parish Magazine (1930) is a short story written by Conan Doyle the 
year of his death. It tells the story of a printer tricked into printing and taking 
credit for tabloid gossip about parishioners. The autographed manuscript was 
purchased in 2015 by the Friends of the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection 
and the American Foundation for the Toronto Public Library.15 

Other items 

Sidney Paget drawing from The Cardboard Box (1893). Original artwork 
by the famous British illustrator known for his illustrations of Sherlock 
Holmes stories in The Strand Magazine. 

Frederic Dorr Steele drawing from The Adventure of the Bruce-Partington 
Plans (1908). Original artwork by the American illustrator known for his 
illustrations of Sherlock Holmes stories in Collier’s magazine. 

•    •    •    •    • 

Everyone is encouraged to visit the Toronto Public Library’s Arthur Conan 
Doyle Collection. The Collection is free and accessible to all. Items are non-
circulating and can be viewed in the Marilyn & Charles Baillie Special Collec-
tions Centre on the 5th floor of the Toronto Reference Library. Contact us 
to schedule talks and tours for groups and classes. For more information 
please visit: tpl.ca/acd or contact curator Jessie Amaolo at: trlspc@tpl.ca. 

 
                                                                                                         
12 https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM1428209&R=1428209. 
13 https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM2721362&R=2721362. 
14 https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM2721211&R=2721211. 
15 https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM3306722&R=3306722. 
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But unfortunately the power of accumulating knowledge 
and that of imparting it are two very different things, and 
the uninspired historian becomes merely the dignified 
compiler of an enlarged almanac.  

Arthur Conan Doyle,  
Through the Magic Door,  

Cassell’s Magazine, Aug. 1907 
 
 

Editors’ note: This still hurts.  
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SHERLOCK IN AUSTRALIA 2020 
Bill Barnes* 

n previous issues of the Baker Street Almanac we highlighted a group of 
Australian gold miners from 1904 as one of the very earliest instances of 
organised Sherlockians. Their photo, spelling out the name of their gold 

mine in “dancing men” characters, appeared in the July 1904 issue of The 
Strand Magazine and readers were invited to decipher the name of the mine. 
As far as is known, the Strand did not subsequently publish any correspond-
ence on the subject or, indeed, provide the answer to their own question. 
 

 

WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE MINE? Some miners in Australia have adapted the 
cipher of “The Dancing Men” given in the Sherlock Holmes story published in THE 
STRAND MAGAZINE for December, 1903, and have spelt out the name of their mine as 
shown in the photograph. Can our readers give the name of the mine? — The photo was 
sent to Sir A. Conan Doyle, Undershaw, Hindhead, Haslemere. From a Photo. by H. Grose. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

The word formed by the dancing miners is “Lacesige” and this could not be 
found in any records as the name of a mine or location. In 2003 The Sydney 
Passengers determined that the most likely word was “Lakeside” — with the 
miners constrained by having to use only the letters provided in the “Dancing 
Men” story (there is no “k” so it seems a “c” was substituted) and a probable 
mistake made in forming one of the “men” (“d” and “g” are similar, with 
these letters using the opposite arm to the other). Research found there was 
indeed a gold mine named Lakeside in 1903, near Kalgoorlie in Western 
Australia. To celebrate this fine piece of sleuthing, Passengers recreated the 
original photo (with a correction for “d”), 99 years after it first appeared. 
Further research by others later also located a gold mine named Lakeside at 
Ballarat, Victoria (date uncertain). 

 
                                                                                                         
* Bill Barnes is the Captain of The Sydney Passengers. Copyright 2021 Bill Barnes. 
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The Dancing Miners revisited. From the left: Bill Barnes, Frank McNamara, Debbie 
Weir, Maggie Weir, Sally Cornell, Kate Dyer, Rosane McNamara and Philip Cornell. 
Photograph copyright 2020 Rosane McNamara. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

In 2020, Sherlockian activity amongst the societies in Perth, Sydney, 
Melbourne and Adelaide was necessarily restrained due to a pragmatic approach 
by the societies and restrictions on social gatherings imposed by government 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. Normal meeting activity ceased in March 
and resumed tentatively in one society in August and another in November. 
A number of the groups had plans to commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of Arthur Conan Doyle’s visit to Australia in 1920 on a tour promoting 
Spiritualism but unfortunately these did not eventuate. Perhaps these ideas 
may be revisited in 2021. 

ACTIVITIES 
Key 

SP = The Sydney Passengers 
SHSWA = Sherlock Holmes Society of Western Australia 
SHSM = The Sherlock Holmes Society of Melbourne 
UR = The Unscrupulous Rascals (Sherlock Holmes Society 

of South Australia) 

Date Group Event Location Description 

5-Jan SP Family picnic to celebrate 
SH’s 166th birthday 

Burwood Park, 
Burwood 

A pleasant get-together to 
discuss all things Sherlockian. 

5-Jan SHSWA Meeting: Birthday BBQ 
Bash & 2019 AGM 

Member’s home “Empty House V.R. 
Shoot.” 

29-Feb SHSWA Informal catch-up Chapels on What-
ley, Maylands 

Chat over tea/coffee. 

1-Mar SP Play: “Sherlock Holmes 
and the Death on Thor 
Bridge” 

Genesian Theatre, 
Sydney 

World premiere! Attendees 
met with the playwright 
afterwards. 
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Date Group Event Location Description 

29-Aug SHSWA Informal catch-up Gordon Street 
Café, West Perth 

Chat over tea/coffee. 

19-Sep SHSWA Presentation Members’ home Talk on “Non English 
Language Holmes Series.” 

24-Oct SHSWA Informal catch-up The Lane Café, 
Claremont 

Chat over tea/coffee. 

21-Nov SHSM The Annual Sherlock 
Holmes Dinner 

The Melbourne 
Club 

Dinner held in a marquee 
in Club garden to observe 
social distancing. General 
SH quiz. 

29-Nov SHSWA Meeting: “The Blue 
Carbuncle Luncheon” 

The Austria Club, 
Orange Grove 

AGM postponed to  
January. 
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SHERLOCK IN CANADA 2020 
THE BOOTMAKERS OF TORONTO  

THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF CANADA 
Mike Ranieri, Donny Zaldin, and Barbara Rusch* 

Society: The Bootmakers of Toronto (The Sherlock Holmes Society of 
Canada). 

Website: www.torontobootmakers.com 
Journal: Canadian Holmes, Editors: Mark and JoAnn Alberstat (markalberstat 

@ns.sympatico.ca) 
Address: Thelma Beam, Secretary (meyerstoronto@yahoo.ca), 3303-2045 

Lake Shore Blvd W., Etobicoke, Ontario, Canada, M8V 2Z6 
Contacts: Mike Ranieri, Meyers (mranieri@rogers.com); Donny Zaldin, 

Consigliere (donaldzaldin@rogers.com) 

Date Event Name Location of 
Event  

Description of Event 

Jan 
15-19 

BSI Sherlock 
Holmes Birthday 
Weekend,  
celebrating the 
Master’s 166th 
birthday 

New York, NY Gathering of international Sherlockians, attending 
ASH Dinner, Morley Walk, Distinguished Speak-
er’s Lecture, Gillette Luncheon, BSI Dinner, Gas-
light Gala, Merchants Room, Luncheon Reception, 
Lost in NY Dinner, ASH Brunch. Weekend at-
tended by a Baker Street dozen or so of Bootmak-
ers. At the Friday night BSI Dinner, Donny Zaldin 
and Henry Boote co-performed “Sherlockian Name 
That Tune” and Barbara Rusch toasted Sherlock 
Holmes and A Certain Gracious Lady.  

Jan 18 BOT-BSI Book 
Launch 

New York, BSI 
Merchants 
Room, Roosevelt 
Hotel 

Release of Saratoga at the Finish Line, co-edited by 
Donny Zaldin and Barbara Rusch, graphic design 
by Mike Ranieri, illustrated by BOT Laurie Fra-
ser Manifold, and authored in part by BOTs 
Barbara Rusch, Donny Zaldin, Dayna Nuhn, 
Wendy Heyman-Marsaw, Karen Campbell and 
Karen Gold 

Jan 25 BOT Blue  
Carbuncle Annual 
Awards Luncheon 

Toronto Lawn 
Tennis Club 

Annual Awards event, attended by 50+ Bootmak-
ers and guests — featuring special guest speaker 
Garry Toffoli of the Canadian Royal Heritage 
Trust, speaking on “The Three Monarchs of the 
Sherlockian Age” (1887-1927); an illustrated quiz 
by Donny Zaldin on the handmade placemats of 
Steve Mason, CBLS; toasts 

                                                                                                         
* Mike Ranieri, Donny Zaldin, and Barbara Rusch of The Bootmakers of Toronto authored this 
Report. Copyright Mike Ranieri, Donny Zaldin, and Barbara Rusch. 
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Date Event Name Location of 
Event  

Description of Event 

Jan 26 BOT Marlene 
Aig Memorial 
Brunch 

Toronto restau-
rant 

After-banquet brunch for Bootmaker members 
and guests to commemorate our late American 
member 

Feb 
22 

In-person BOT 
Story Meeting #1 

Toronto Refer-
ence Library 

Featuring EMPT, attended by 50+ Bootmakers 
and guests, with Elaine Freedman speaking on 
“Poisonous Plants and Flowers; Sheldon Goldfarb 
reading from his book, Sherlockian Musings; a quiz 
by Karen Campbell; a song by Karen Gold; and 
the annual BOT awards for 2019 

Mar 1 
 

Launch of 25-
minute Video 
primer on  
Sherlock Holmes 
and ACD 

YouTube By Barbara Rusch on the Creator and the Crea-
tion, posted to Sherlockian and Doylean websites 
in Canada the U.S. and India 

Apr 4 
 

In-person BOT 
Story Meeting #2 
(NORW)  
cancelled 

n/a Story Meeting (NORW) cancelled due to Toron-
to Reference Library closure from Mar 13 to Apr 
5, in the wake of COVID-19 

Jun 6 In-person Pub 
Night cancelled 
due to COVID-
19, BOT Story 
Meeting #2 held 
in its place 

Zoom online 
video 
conferencing 
 

Featuring NORW, attended by 50+ Bootmakers 
and guests, with Mark Jones from England pre-
senting “The Forgotten Victims of ‘Black Peter’”; 
a quiz by Karen Campbell; a song by Karen Gold; 
and a story wrap-up by Doug Wrigglesworth 

Jul 6 Live Reading of 
“A Scandal in 
Bohemia” at 8:30 
PM ET 

Bootmakers 
Facebook Live 
Stream 

Dramatic reading of “A Scandal in Bohemia” by 
society members to promote the Bootmakers of 
Toronto Facebook Page 

Jul 11 
 

33rd Annual 
BOT Silver Blaze 
Race at Toronto 
cancelled  

Woodbine Race 
Course, Toronto 

Race Meeting and Luncheon cancelled due to 
COVID-19, postponed to July 2021 

Jul 11 BOT Story  
Meeting #3 held 
in place of the 
cancelled Silver 
Blaze Race  

Zoom online 
video 
conferencing 

Featuring DANC, attended by 51 Bootmakers 
and guests, with guest speakers Yumiko Shigaki 
of Japan on “The Popularity of Holmes in Japan 
through Goods” and Yuichi Hirayama on “Japa-
nese Sherlockian Book Collection” — both intro-
duced by BOT Mimi Okabe; a quiz by Karen 
Campbell; a song by Karen Gold; and story wrap-
up by Thelma Beam 

Sep 5 BOT Story  
Meeting #4 (SO-
LI) cancelled 

Zoom online 
video 
conferencing 

Featuring SOLI — meeting began but was can-
celled after about 10 minutes due to malicious 
interruptions by Zoom Bombing 
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Date Event Name Location of 
Event  

Description of Event 

Sep 
19 

BOT Story  
Meeting #4  
(rescheduled from 
Sep 5) 

Zoom online 
video 
conferencing 

Featuring SOLI, attended by 55 Bootmakers and 
guests, with guest speaker Sherlockian dating 
expert Vincent Wright on “Misadventures in 
Chronology”; Mark Alberstat on “ACD and the 
Bicycle,”; a quiz by Karen Campbell; and a song 
by Karen Gold 

Oct 
10 
 

Bootmakers in-
person group 
outing at Shaw 
Festival cancelled 

n/a Performance at Niagara-on-the-Lake of “Sher-
lock Holmes and the Raven’s Curse” cancelled 
due to COVID-19 

Oct 
10 
 

Virtual U.S.  
Conference  
featuring a Boot-
maker author 

Online video 
conference 

“Left Coast” Sherlockian Symposium featuring 
Leslie S. Klinger, Bonnie MacBird and BOT 
Angela Misri, author of the Portia Adams detec-
tive series 

Oct 
22, 
24, 
25, 27 

Viewing of TV 
show featuring 
BOT 

members watch-
ing own TVs 
separately  

Episode (S2,Ep 26) of “Storage Wars Canada” 
originally aired June 22, 2015 on OLN, in which 
BOT (Barbara Rusch, James Reese) are consulted 
to value a copy of Hound of the Baskervilles, found 
in a storage locker 

Oct 
28 

Book launch Online interview Interview of BOT author Angela Misri, about her 
latest Portia Adams detective novel, The Detective 
and the Spy 

Nov 
23 

Book Series  Online interview Joint presentation by the Bootmakers of Toronto 
and the Toronto Public Library: interview of 
Nancy Springer, author of the detective series 
featuring Sherlock’s much younger sister, Enola 
Holmes, and her first Netflix movie  

Dec 5 BOT Story  
Meeting #5, and 
AGM 

Zoom online 
video 
conferencing 

Featuring PRIO, attended by 59 Bootmakers, 
with guest author Vicki Delany speaking about 
her Sherlock Holmes Bookshop series and new 
book A Curious Incident; and JoAnn Alberstat 
presenting on “ACD and the Ghost Ship” — 
followed by the society AGM, including election 
of our 2021 president (Meyers) and society execu-
tive 

The Bootmakers of Toronto are led year after year by Mike Ranieri 
(“Meyers”), with the able assistance of Thelma Beam. Mike is the president, 
arranges the meetings, is in charge of the website, meeting notices, newslet-
ters, etc. — so, like Mycroft, “you would be right in a sense if you said that 
occasionally he is the” Bootmakers of Toronto (Donny and Barbara). 
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SHERLOCK IN BOHEMIA 2020 
CANONICAL NEWS FROM THE CZECH REPUBLIC 

Aleš M. Kolodrubec* 

he year 2020 started for the Czech Society of Sherlock Holmes on 
January 11th in the sign of 20. On that very day our 20th Toast to 
the Immortals (Annual Meeting) was held in Prague and marked the 

20th Anniversary of our society established twenty years ago — during the 
year 2000.  

After canonical toasts and festive lunch, a special programme started. 
This time there was no special guest, but members themselves took part in it 
reading various materials — essays, stories, poems, etc. — that originated 
during the past 20 years. And at the end, a festive cake was shared. It was a 
great honour for us that its photo accompanied by a short explanatory text 
appeared (together with pictures of another two birthday cakes) later in The 
Sherlock Holmes Journal — on page 173 of its Summer 2020 issue.1  

A commemorative sheet, printed in limited batch of 30 copies, was then 
presented to each attendee.  

Regrettably, this was not only the first but also the last meeting of our 
society in this weird year of 2020. Fortunately, nobody knew that and thus 
enjoyed the celebration. 

Shortly various limitations were applied in the country and in varying 
degrees, which lasted till the end of the year. 

That’s why our traditional meeting held in Brno in late April and com-
memorating the Resurrection aka the Return of the Great Detective was 
rescheduled to September, when it was finally cancelled. The same hap-
pened to our Advent meeting for Christmas Pudding of Mrs Hudson.  

Unfortunately, there were also no major competitions in slow pipe smok-
ing, usually attended by a group of our pipe smokers on behalf of our society. 

Nevertheless, some activities turned out well. A limited edition of lapel 
pins (44mm) designed by Petr Kopl, renowned Czech comics author (also of 
Sherlock Holmes comics translated into English and available online) to 
commemorate our 20th Anniversary was successfully made. Also, T-shirts 
designed by another Czech artist, Jiří Votruba, were released in a small batch 
using one-colour screen process printing. And as a great surprise, a wonderful 
card with Phil Cornell illustrations and warm anniversary wishes that were  
 

                                                                                                         
* Aleš Kolodrubec is an Executive Founder and President of the Czech Society of Sherlock Holmes 
since its founding. All photographs are by him.  
1 Volume 34, Number 4. 
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kindly sent to us by The Sydney Passengers — the Australian Sherlock 
Holmes Society — arrived by snail mail! 

During the year, a series of old articles by late Mr. Rudolf Čechura, one 
of the Trinity of Fathers the Founders, was posted on our website. Mr. 
Čechura (1931-2014) was a member of the SHSL since 1967. In January 
1968, he attended its Annual Dinner and wrote an article about it for the 
biweekly Věda a technika mládeži (abbreviated as VTM; meaning Science and 
Technique for the Youth in English), where he worked as an editor until 1973. 
A series of eleven articles named Sherlock Holmes Story depicting the history 
of the SHSL and the Grand Game followed. Based on it, several readers 
interested in founding such a society in the former Czechoslovakia contacted 
Mr. Čechura. Alas, before it could be established, an obituary of its kind of 
such a society that was not created was published in #20 of his magazine on 
October 3, 1968, which can be translated into English as “We are deeply 
dejected to announce to all fans of Sherlock Holmes that Czechoslovak society 
of Sherlock Holmes died without being established. Under current situation it 
is not possible to think about founding of such a society, as according to views 
of certain ignorant circles it could become an instrument of imperialism.”2 
(All can be found on https://spolecnost-sh.webnode.cz/sherlock-holmes-story-
rudolf-cechura/.) 

In late September, annual literary competition awards were announced by 
the Czech branch of AIEP, including a Czech Society of Sherlock Holmes 
literary award in Prague. This year our certificate in writing and a special 
whisky glass signed by Sherlock Holmes himself were presented to Ms. 
Vítězslava Felcmanová, the author of winning pastiche “A Case of Praline 
Travelling Around.” 

In early December, after several years, I again visited the place where the 
former paper-mill mentioned in “A Scandal in Bohemia” stood. (For more 
on the topic see my article, “Was The paper made in Bohemia,” published in 
The Passengers’ Log.3 The surface of the Skalka Dam Lake on the Ohře River 
was lower than its usual summer level, but it was still above the remains of 
walls, which were thus not visible. Nevertheless, it was a unique experience 
to be once more near the very spot dear to all of us and me especially. (The 
crown of the Skalka Dam was visited by participants of the Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London during the September 2007 expedition named “Meet Me 
in Bohemia.”) Later, during the week spent in a nearby Františkovy Lázně  
 
                                                                                                         
2 The obituary refers to the invasion of so-called friendly armies of the Warsaw Treaty to the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic on 21st August 1968 and internal situation that followed. 
3 Volume 15, Number 2, pages 11-15. 
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spa, I made another trip. This time my path led to a natural reserve area — a 
unique and wonderful moorland reminding of Dartmoor. Only tors and the 
terrible Hound’s howling were missing. 

Two members of the Czech Society (Mrs. Markéta Kočí and myself) are 
also members of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London. As such we both 
registered for the “Not the Annual Dinner” of the SHSL — its first virtual 
Annual Dinner. Inspired by this forthcoming event and other virtual meet-
ings Markéta Kočí attended during 2020, we commenced preparatory works 
for a virtual 21st Toast to the Immortals. First testing of Google Meet ap-
plication happened in advance in December 2020. 
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SHERLOCK IN DENMARK 2020 
Michael Skov Lambek* 

eaders of “Sherlock in Denmark 2019” in last year’s Baker Street Almanac 
will surely need no introduction to The Danish Baker Street Irregulars. 
And both of you will be reassured that, at least by the beginning of 

2020, the Sherlock Holmes Klubben i Danmark still comprised its 50-odd 
members — half of which, as per usual, did not attend the Annual Meeting! 
But the other half must have done — the calculation is a simple one. And 
good thing, too, that the Master was born when he was; as that one Annual 
Meeting on 18 January should turn out to be one of the high points of the 
societal life for the Danish BSI in what otherwise promised to be another 
splendidly traditional year. 

REGULAR ACTIVITY 
To begin with, the General Assembly usually goes through the highly 

traditional and highly uninteresting motions, and in 2020, nothing new 
happened, the Club continuing under the dynamic Presidency of “The Dy-
namics of an Asteroid” (Mrs. Mia Stampe Lagergaard’s BSI Investiture). 
Then followed reports of Sherlockian activities abroad, such as the Dark 
Deeds in the Canon seminar and the seminal Baker Street Almanac — at least 
one of which came enhanced by an illuminating slide show. But then, some-
thing new happened . . . 

Readers of last year’s BSA will surely need no reminder not to confuse 
Mr. Lauritzen with Mr. Lauridsen: the former was Henry, the old famous 
illustrator of iconic Sherlockian vignettes — the latter being now the one 
and only Palle, infamous author of what has been described as the world’s 
first and only Philosophical Doctorate Dissertation on Sherlock Holmes! Dare we 
mention the title of what caused such highly untraditional disorder in this 
usually orderly Sherlockian forum?1 

At the meeting, Mr. Palle Schantz Lauridsen — who hereafter and 
henceforth may and shall be referred to only as Dr. Lauridsen — feebly tried 
to defend himself along so-called academic lines by proffering in professorial 
profusion that the title We Do Not Mention naturally meant to be interpreted 
that not one single Sherlock Holmes exists — but countless configurations of  
 

                                                                                                         
* Mike Lambek is Scatmester of the Danish Baker Street Irregulars. His contributory irregularities 
include To Be or Two Two One B, and The Game Is A Footnote. But not Sherlock in Denmark 2021. 
Yet. Copyright 2021 Michael Skov Lambek. 
1 We dare — but only in very small print and in a footnote: Sherlock Holmes Does Not Exist. 
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Group photo by house photographer, Bjarne Juul. 
Copyright by (and courtesy of) Bjarne Juul. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

the transhistoric and transmedia popular hero that is the Holmes figure in 
Danish media culture . . . . Defended — and lost — for, when a doctor does 
go wrong, he is the first to be reminded that less prominent members have 
been expelled from the Club for lesser misdemeanours! (Usually, they are 
readmitted after the coffee, though . . .). As predicted in last year’s BSA, 
only time — and possibly the 2020 Annual Meeting — would tell. And so, 
fortunately, it did . . . eventually. 

However, traditions at the following Annual Dinner still range from the 
regular recital of the “Musgrave Ritual” — to the more irregular rendition of 
the common song. However, as Dr. Lauridsen not only writes heretically 
titled dissertations, but also lyrics, thus being the author behind the Danish 
translation of “On the Road to Baker Street,” he promptly, gallantly, and 
selflessly pointed out that if he were expelled from the Club, we would, alas, 
not only not be able to sing his words to the common song; we would also 
not even not be able not to do so without his guitar accompaniment! (Laughter) 

Last year, “The Blanched Soldier” (former President Mr. Jens Byskov 
Jensen) was already awarded the honourable title of Honorary President; so, 
this year, it was thought that it might be the honourable thing actually to 
award him the diploma to that effect as well . . . (Hear, Hear!) 

While “A Norwegian Named Sigerson” (Mr. Nils Nordberg) discreetly 
pointed out that he himself in fact celebrated his 50th anniversary in the 
Club. (Cheer, Cheer!) The Norwegian even admitted to once having been 
expelled from the Club himself — only to be reinstated immediately after-
wards; so perhaps there is hope yet for Dr. Lauridsen? Anyway, there was 
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much rejoicing at this golden point of the evening. But, as it was early in the 
evening, no coffee . . . 

Thus, the 2020 Annual Dinner of The Sherlock Holmes Klubben was 
proud to include, apart from the one PhD, no less than four BSI’s: apart 
from the three Investitures already mentioned, there was “Jacob Shafter” 
(Mr. Anders Hammarqvist) — whereas the fifth, “The Swedish Pathologi-
cal Society” (Mr. Mattias Boström) was otherwise engaged, probably writing 
another book. Who knows what next year will bring . . . ? 

Then followed some more true high points of the evening, viz. the liveli-
er, Conanical toasts: some traditional, some brand new — but as the venue 
this time was new, the toasts were now given in reasonably-priced port — 
decidedly a welcome break with tradition there!  

There were the old members, such as Mrs. Lene Bach Cordes proposing 
the toast to “The Woman,” and Mr. Byskov teasingly toasting “a Hound” 
(not to be confused with “The Hound”). And there were the new members, 
such as Mr. Carsten Frölich toasting “Herr Von Bork,” and Mrs. Rie Lund 
Rosenkilde proposing “Mrs Hudson.” But, as the toastings were done in 
high spirits, not a coffee cup in sight, still no Dr. Lauridsen . . . 

Naturally, the Danish BSI are always happy to welcome any new mem-
ber, but not least Mr. and Mrs. Rosenkilde, as The Rosenkilde Publishing 
Company a few years back was instrumental in publishing for the very first 
time not only the first new complete, annotated translation of all nine vol-
umes of the Conanical Works in Danish but in the right order! It is always 
nice to meet such nice people in real life: Welcome, one and all! 

This year, however, ever-prolific Vice-President, Newsletter Editor, and 
Author of Forewords, Notes and Annotations,2 Mr. Svend Ranild, really 
excelled himself. He presented his annual private publication of Sherlockiana 
Desiderata, Danish translation almost as nonsensically intelligible as the 
original of John Lennon’s Holmes parody, The Singularge Experience of Miss 
Anne Duffield. He also designed the decoration on the traditional annual 
mug: If you look closely at the accompanying mugshots, you may be able to 
do the “Rorchenbach” test for yourself. (If you are one of the select few able to 
spot the carefully hidden image, you may consider yourself worthy for inclusion in 
a Sherlock Holmes society!) 
  

                                                                                                         
2 In the Rosenkilde New Complete Danish Sherlock Holmes Edition In The Right Order. 
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Mugshots by Mr Ranild of his own new 2020 design — not to be confused with  
Mr Lauritzen’s iconic vignette on the 2012 drinking vessel. 

Photo copyright by (and courtesy of) Svend Ranild. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

And finally, he presented an entirely new quiz. This year done as teamwork 
instead of individually: high point — great fun! 

So, without Mr. Ranild on the side-line, we can safely say that there really 
would not have been a Sherlock Holmes Club in Denmark today . . . 

Finally, the participants wanted their coffee. So, mocha was served, mercy 
shown, and the good Dr. Lauridsen (naturally) readmitted into the Club. And 
thus, the Annual Meeting of the Danish BSI 2020 concluded on another 
high point!  

But were there no other societal high points? 

THE GOOD DOCTOR 
Possibly under the influence from the famed BSI Weekend in New York, 

possibly just one huge coincidence, the Danish BSI this year celebrated the 
Master’s birthday with more events than just the Annual Meeting. Thus, on 
the following day, Dr. Lauridsen hosted a showing of the old German silent 
film, Das Hund von Baskerville, at the local Film Institute — the very same 
film that Dr. Doyle had attended when, ninety years before, his trunk bore a 
“Copenhagen” label — and the very same film that Dr. Lauridsen had written 
about last year: what a set of two huge coincidences!  

Following the previous evening’s many high points, rejoicings, and possible 
revels, more than one attendee was overheard stating that they were actually 
pleased about the sound level of the film. 
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Photo copyright by (and courtesy of) Bjarne Juul. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

And then it followed, on Tuesday 21st of January, at the Department of 
Nordic Studies and Linguistics at the University of Copenhagen, that the good 
Lauridsen actually defended his thesis with the title We Do Not Mention and 
the subtitle that says it all: A Media Archaeological Study of the Sherlock Holmes 
Figure’s Multifarious Reconfigurations in Danish Media and Media Cultures 1891-
2017. Defended — and won! — so now, officially, he can call himself PhD; 
and so, even Palle the Holmesian Dane got his own diploma!3 So now, for the 
rest of the year, assuredly, he is allowed to rest upon his well-earned laurels.  

So that was certainly another of the early high points of the year for the 
Sherlock Holmes Club in Denmark! And although just the one Club exists, 
it is mother to four active Scion societies . . . 

SCIONS OF DEDUCTION 
The Hon. President reports that The Cimbrian Friends of Baker Street 

held their Annual Meeting in August 2020, as their buy-laws suggest “close 
to the 221st day of the year, or thereabouts.” Dinner was served and Canon-
ical toasts were toasted. After dinner, members continued their carousal as 
tradition prescribes. 
                                                                                                         
3 Vide fig. elsewhere. As we cannot Interpret it, it is all Greek to us. 
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Although there was no picnic (Victorian — or other style) this year for 
the Copenhagen Speckled Gang, the Scion did, however, host a theme dinner 
in 2020. As last year, our President attended the “Dark Deeds” seminar at 
Meiringen,4 this year, in her usual creative manner, she invited the Gang to a 
Dark Deed Dinner. First, attendees played the game of ranking the grade of 
various crimes committed by various Canonical characters — resulting in great 
literary, criminalistic, and ethical discussions. And later, we were asked to take 
up a fun, old tradition: to select a Criminal Canonical alias for ourselves. 
Apart from the obvious Moriarty, villainous pseudonyms included a Clay, a 
Kemp, a Sterndale, even A Most Winning Woman. It was so much fun that 
it went on all night: dark deeds indeed. 

Furthermore, clever plans were hatched for some kind of collaboration 
with the Danish Edgar Allan Poe Society, courtesy of Messrs. Torben Carl-
sen and Nicolas Barbano — and immediately shelved for a later and more 
accommodating time . . . 

Mr. Michael Bjærre reports that the Common Loafers of Kolding holds the 
2020 record of managing to hold no less than three Scion Dinners: two in 
real life at their favorite watering hole, a local pub called “You Will Never 
Walk Alone,” complete with toasts and Conanical discussions a-plenty, in-
cluding “The Adventure of the Empty House”— as well as Baker Street Once 
Again, a book written by Mr. Byskov himself. And the third one was done 
online — this being the very first recorded case of a virtual meeting of the 
Scion — let alone the Club itself! No mean feat for such old-fashioned tra-
ditionalists as the Danish Holmesians. 

Finally, there was the curious incident of the fourth Scion . . . . For, 
more regrettably, the Five Orange Pipes did not manage to keep last year’s 
promise: to meet over a traditional pipe of tobacco more often. Apparently, 
the noble art of pipe smoking seems to be a mixture that does not blend well 
with old age, poor health, or online meetings. And according to Mr. Carlsen, 
smoking a pipe whilst wearing a face mask is just not the same . . . . However, 
guests are always warmly welcome not to attend. 

SIGNS OF DESTRUCTION 
But then, after the festive Annual Dinner activities and the occasional scion 

meeting, something new, untraditional, and very strange indeed happened. 
Instead of a whole year’s profusion of social gatherings in smaller groupings 
throughout the land, something else was afoot . . . and that something was  
 
                                                                                                         
4 Please cf. BSA 2020 for this true high point. 
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Left: Please remember to keep your social distance constantly.  
Center: Please make sure to wear your masks correctly.  

Right: Please do not forget to sanitize both hands regularly. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

. . . nothing. Yes; looking back over the past months,5 it would appear that 
there was an “east wind coming,” and like so many other Sherlockian 
Leagues the world over, the Danish BSI was: dissolved. Could there really be 
no more societal high points to report from throughout the year?  

Well; whereas the general Danish society at times may have been totally 
locked down — not so, fortunately, the Danish Sherlock Holmes society! As 
good old Watson, we are all the fixed points in a changing age. And so,  
although no more social interactions occurred amongst the Sherlockian 
community in Denmark, a few individual irregular activities did manage to 
take place just before or after the world went all awry — obviously whilst 
observing all necessary health precautions according to Canonical advice (see 
above). 

IRREGULAR ACTIVITY 
There may have been no account of our Scatmester’s visit to Edinburgh 

Public Library with the specific intent of studying their publicly accessible 
original copy of a Beeton’s Chistmas Annual, so no need to mention that here. 
However, his article about the lost art of overseas travelling, in this case to 
the Sherlock Holmes Pub in London, found its way into publication: Based on 
earlier years’ experiences, it was written up in his armchair and published in 

                                                                                                         
5 What this year — and this year only — is known as “2020 hindsight.” 
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the Danish periodical, Anglomania, irregularly issued by long-time member 
of the Club, Mrs. Lise Lotte Frederiksen. Having to stay at home as well, 
Mrs. Frederiksen also found time to publish a book on Mr. Robert Storm 
Pedersen, the great Danish cartoonist and humourist6 — one chapter devoted 
to Storm P’s lasting fascination with the Master was written by prominent 
critic, Mr. Bo Tao Michaëlis. And remember: If Storm P had not founded 
his Sherlock Holmes Society in Copenhagen in 1946 — and refused to admit 
A.D. Henriksen — there would have been no Danish Baker Street Irregulars as 
we know it now. 

The only Club Officer who actually did manage a Sherlockian visit 
abroad was Mr. Christian Monggaard. At first, he went to New York Public 
Library, where he studied old, original manuscripts by Dr. Doyle, including 
the fragile handwritten papers containing “The Devil’s Foot,” “The 
Blanched Soldier,” and chap. XI of The Hound of the Baskervilles: closer to 
creation one possibly cannot get! Then Mr. Monggaard visited Mr. Denny 
Dobry in Pennsylvania, where he gawped at the famous and fantastic replica 
of Baker Street 221B in Dame Dobry’s basement, before duly reporting on 
these visits extensively in the Club magazine — good man. However, these 
visits were just as the world effectively was locking down, so don’t talk to 
him about extra costs of plane tickets to get home just before all borders 
closed . . . 

Another and newer type of media — new to Sherlock Holmes in Den-
mark anyhow — is that of online auditory communication; in fact, so new 
that it did not even get a mention in the Lauridsen Dissertation! For, due to 
the year’s lack of social mobility, Mr. Monggaard ingeniously decided to do 
a series of podcasts — on the “gentle madness” of collecting. So, this he did, 
together with similarly afflicted inmates, one episode even dedicated to col-
lecting Sherlockiana!7 Though exactly wherefore madness would enter into it, 
we cannot begin to fathom — there’s decidedly method in’t! 

Likewise, no common film nights with rare old silent movies or cinematic 
quizzes for the scions this year; but fortunately, the international release on 
Netflix of the Enola Holmes film took place in September: the time of year 
when it was not absolutely impossible or illegal for separate handfuls of 
Sherlockians to gather indoors without masks — and some in the same 
room even! Eating popcorn through a face mask is just not on . . . and just 
how appropriate was it that exactly this film was released through lockdown? 
Well, it is surely no coincidence that “Enola” spelled backwards is “social 

                                                                                                         
6 Not to be confused with Mr Henry Lauritzen. 
7 www.monggaard.dk. 
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distancE” . . . . The film was even reviewed in our Club periodical by a very 
prominent professional film critic from one of the leading Danish newspapers; 
the fact that Mr. Monggaard has been a member of the Club for years is 
surely a coincidence. 

PERIODICAL ACTIVITY 
The Club is still proud to state that it still publishes its periodical now in 

its 65th year: Sherlockiana, still edited by the indefatigable Mr. Ranild. Although 
the decline in social meetings was noticeable, no lack of individual reports 
ensued, this year in special theme issues: There was one on Doctors in the 
Club, a high point, but no points for guessing if the PhD was mentioned. 
There was the double-issue on Pandemics and Pastiches, in which several — 
but not all — pastiches by Club members were examined. And then there was 
one issue dedicated to Ears: If, say, an editor forgets to include a pastiche or 
something, he can get a case of red-faced embarrassment — in Danish: “red 
ears”! 

And not one single issue was published without the indefatigable Dr. 
Lauridsen reporting from his infinite studies, not a flattened laurel in sight. 
As research into Holmes in old Danish cinematic media now seems some-
what exhausted, good thing that we still have all the old theatrical media. 

A hopefully not too regular feature of the periodical is the obituaries; and 
sadly, 2020 will also be the year known for upholding this one low-point 
tradition in unwelcome overabundance: Never have so many Stood With so 
many others Here Upon so many Terraces . . . 

Mr. Erik Drewsen, longest-standing chairman at our General Assemblies 
— Mr. Alvin Andersen, old Scatmester treasured for his many anecdotes — 
and Mr. Niels Birger Wamberg, famed raconteur, bookman, and Hon. 
Member: these were just three of the old flock that we lost over the Reich-
enbach in 2020. But the memory of their wonderful anecdotes8 and wit will 
live on, as will their Sherlockian book collections: the income of the sale of 
their many volumes will go to new donations within the Sherlockian com-
munity of the Club — possibly/probably some really expensive port, once 
time and lockdown will allow . . . 

To end upon a happier note; since the Rosenkildes acquired what in 
want of a better word only can be described as a “badge-making machine,” 
and since they are now both members of the Club, what better thing than 
the obvious one: to combine the two! So, as a generous Christmas present to  
 

                                                                                                         
8 We’ll never forget Alvin’s apocryphal story about the Wife, the Men’s Room, and the Latakia 
Tobacco . . . ! 
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Photo copyright by (and courtesy of)  
Claus Lund Rosenkilde. 

_______________________________ 

all Club members, they most kindly invited them to have a Sherlock Holmes 
badge made with their own choice of quotation: “You know my method” — 
“Logic is rare” — “Data! Data! Data!” — “No ghosts need apply” — “What else is 
there to live for?” — “I can deduce nothing else’” — or even “Ormond Sacker 
lives”! 

So, as can be surmised, the Danish Baker Street Irregulars have actually been 
fortunate in that quite a few activities did in fact take place around and in spite 
of the various periods of enforced societal inactivity in what indeed turned 
out to be an unanticipated and unprecedented watershed year. During the 
“untraditional” year of 2020, the general society of Denmark may have been 
suffering from an extensive lockdown. But no matter — the Sherlock 
Holmes society of Denmark suffered a Sherlockdown: and that we’ll suffer 
gladly! For that meant, even though we may not be able to meet in public 
with other Sherlockians, proudly wearing badges, keeping the name of the 
Master green, we could certainly do so by ourselves in the privacy of our own 
individual holmes . . . 

So, this year, we were not the traditional one Sherlock Holmes Club and 
four Scions — we were one Club and 50 individual Scions! 

That concludes the high as well as not so high points of 2020 for 
www.sherlockholmesklubben.dk We can only hope 2021 will promise to be 
a better year; at least, it does have a “2” and a “21” in it. 
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SHERLOCK IN FRANCE 2020 
The Editors 

e do not have a formal report on Sherlockian doings in France, 
but we do know there was much constructive activity. One sign is a 
new issue of Le Catalogue de la Franco-Midland from the Société 

Sherlock Holmes de France (SSHF). It is a splendidly handsome newspaper . . .  

 
. . . filled with interesting articles and engaging illustrations, . . . 

 

 
. . . and with a January 2, 2021 date of issue, we know the work to create it 
was done during 2020. This gives us good reason for high hopes that next 
year we will enjoy a report on a prosperous 2021 for Sherlockians in France. 

W 
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SHERLOCK IN HUNGARY 2020 
Zsófia Marincsák* 

he Hungarian Sherlock Holmes Club was founded in 2010. Several 
free meetings were organized, where mostly young people were pre-
sent. For one of the meetings, we invited the makers and the main 

actors of the Hungarian movie “In the name of Sherlock Holmes” as guests of 
honour. Later, the club meetings had to be suspended for a while because of 
the chronic illness of the main organizer. Then, in 2018, the President of 
the Club, actor László Tahi Tóth, died. With his passing, we lost the place 
where we could hold our meetings. Two founders of the Club (SherlockEx-
tra and Revati) now run the site sherlockian-sherlock.com. There we have 
the virtual club of Mycroft Holmes which is called IPOD (Intellectual Para-
sites of Diogenes). From this year on, we also support worldwide Sherlock 
Holmes clubs and societies with advertising their online events/meetings for 
free. 

 
 

                                                                                                         
* Zsófia Marincsák is one of the founders of the Hungarian Sherlock Holmes Club, and under the 
name Revati, maintains the website http://www.sherlockian-sherlock.com in English. 

T 



 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   60 

SHERLOCK IN INDIA 2020 
Jayantika Ganguly* 

he Sherlock Holmes Society of India has always been an online 
community — something that helped us continue normally in 2020, 
the year of the COVID-19 pandemic. We have roughly two hundred 

members — some domestic, some international. Membership continues to 
be free and unrestricted by geographical constraints or any other considera-
tions — we have only one requirement: an interest in Sherlock Holmes. 

2020 gave us a grand new (and active) Quizmaster, Mr. Anuj Dutt — 
and the fact that our online group continues to flourish during these difficult 
times is largely thanks to him and his regular quizzes. Our usual discussions 
on various Sherlockian topics — including the new Enola Holmes movie 
(we interviewed the author for our e-magazine, too!) — do continue. 

Nonetheless, we didn’t have too many activities, either. We did discuss 
organizing a mystery weekend getaway to the Sherlock Hotel in Ooty — 
that’s Ootacamund, Tamil Nadu in south India — but naturally, that got 
scrapped. And our annual meet in August continues to remain suspended 
indefinitely. 

Our biannual e-magazine — Proceedings of the Pondicherry Lodge — 
continues with loads of help and support from the international Sherlockian 
community — the summer 2020 issue reached an unprecedented 240 pages 
and carried a complete novella — thanks to our Ukranian friends. All issues 
(June 2013 to December 2020) of the e-magazine can be read/downloaded 
for free at www.sherlockholmessocietyofindia.com — as always. 

 

                                                                                                         
* Jayantika Ganguly, BSI (“The Great Agra Treasure”) — better known as Jay — is the General 
Secretary of the Sherlock Holmes Society of India and the Editor of Proceedings of the Pondicherry 
Lodge. Copyright 2021 Jayantika Ganguly. 
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SHERLOCK IN JAPAN 2020 
Mitch Higurashi* 

THE ACTIVITIES OF  
JAPAN SHERLOCK HOLMES CLUB (JSHC) 

020 was the 43rd year since the founding of JSHC. Now we have 650 
and more members, most of which are Japanese. The official activities 
of JSHC are the general meeting (semi-annual), Tokyo Seminar (an-

nual), Karuizawa Seminar (annual), publication of annual bulletin The World 
of Holmes and monthly newsletter The Baker Street Information, and sponsor-
ing of The Japan Sherlock Holmes Award (JSH Award).  

As in many other countries, all of our annual meeting events of 2020 
were cancelled in the COVID-19 related crisis. The 84th JSHC Convention 
(Spring Annual General Meeting) was scheduled on March 29th, 2020 and 
included three presentations (“Olympics and Holmes, Doyle” by Kiyoshi 
Arai, “Sports and Conan Doyle” by Tomoya Yoshida, and “Bones of Profes-
sor Moriarty” by Yasuhiro Uekusa), a panel discussion “What’s the allure of 
Moriarty?” (with panelists Hikaru Miyoshi, Naohiko Kitahara, Masako 
Komatsuki and the moderator Mitch Higurashi), and the awarding ceremo-
ny of The Japan Sherlock Holmes Award. The panel consisted of Sherlocki-
ans of repute: (a) Hikaru Miyoshi, the guest for the Convention, is a manga 
(comic) artist who has illustrated Moriarty the Patriot,1 (b) Naohiko Kitahara 
is a translator of Kim Newman’s Professor Moriarty: The Hound of the 
D’Urbervilles, (c) Masako Komatsuki has been translating the Canon and 
some pastiches including Anthony Horowitz’s Moriarty, and (d) Mitch Hi-
gurashi has been translating more than six dozen Holmes and Doyle related 
works including the Canon and pastiches.  

The winner of the Japan Sherlock Holmes Award was the editorial de-
partment of the quarterly magazine Kotoba, published by Shueisha Interna-
tional Co. Their 2019 summer issue featured “Sherlock Holmes & Conan 
Doyle.” The special section spanned 120 pages running 15 Holmes-related 
articles and 7 Conan Doyle-related articles, including interviews with An-
thony Horowitz and Catherine Cooke. The advisor for the featuring section 
was Mitch Higurashi. The term “kotoba” means words/language in Japa-
nese, and its aim is to hand down the important words to posterity in ink 
and paper.  
                                                                                                         
* Mitch Higurashi is “Baron Adelbert Gruner” in the BSI, and the advisory editor of The World of 
Holmes and The Baker Street Information issued by JSHC. Copyright 2021 Mitch Higurashi. 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moriarty_the_Patriot. 

2 
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JSH Encouragement Award was presented to Masataka Ishibashi (JSHC 

member) who published two treatises in the monthly literary magazine 
Gunzo. One of them, “Why Sherlock Holmes is eternal: An introduction to 
the contents tourism” won the 2017 Gunzo Rookie of the Year Award for 
Criticism. The honor of best papers in The World of Holmes (2019 issue) 
went to “Reading Comprehension for Kojien (Japanese Dictionary) for 
Sherlockian” by Ichiro Akeyama and “The Game of Moriarty: Unsatisfied 
Queerness in the BBC Sherlock” by Yu Wen-hsin. 

The 2020 issue of The World of Holmes (Editor in Chief: Hirotaka Ueda) 
was published in December 2020 marking the 90th anniversary of Sir Ar-
thur’s death. Featured articles in The World of Holmes:  

“Life of Conan Doyle: Chronological list” by Ritsuko Furuta, Yasuhiro 
Uekusa, Mitch Higurashi 
“Reading Guide to Know Conan Doyle” by Mitch Higurashi 
“Conan Doyle and Sports, Especially about Olympics” by Kiyoshi Arai 
“Conan Doyle in 1891: What I found from the primary sources in the for-
eign libraries” by Akira Kumagai 
“Conan Doyle and Spiritualism in Japan” by Yuichi Hirayama 
“Conan Doyle and Infectious Diseases” by Yasuhiro Uekusa 
“Review: Houdini & Doyle (movie)” by Ayako Bessho 
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Contributions from members: 
“Reconsidering ‘Holmes vs Pinkerton’: ‘labor spy’ in the labor relations contin-
ues to the present day” by Hiroshi Hirakawa 
“A Genealogy of the Great Detective: Sherlock Holmes and Ukyo Sugishita” 
by Kunihiko Nitta 
“St. Moritz, Maloja, and Mühlen” by Takahiko Endo 
“Holmes Races through the Streets of Shinjuku: the stage construction of 
the Kabukicho Sherlock story” by Yu Wen-hsin 
“Deductive Reasoning of Sherlock Holmes” by Takashi Ohta 
“The History of Clocks” by Mineki Watanabe 
“Sherlock Holmes in China: Its acceptance and afterwards” by Yuki Sahara 
and Yasuhiro Uekusa 
“Murder in the Social Distancing” (parody) by Masami Kondo 
“Considering the ‘bean’ in BLUE: the problem of translation” by E-nichi 
Nakatsuru 
“Does Holmes have Kindly Heart?” by Yoko Usuda 
In addition to these activities, we held a monthly small-scale meeting in 

Tokyo. It was changed into online meetings from April 2020. And the 85th 
JSHC Convention, Spring annual general meeting, is also scheduled to be 
held online on March 21, 2021. 

SHERLOCKIAN ACTIVITIES IN JAPAN 2020 
Publications: 

Japanese edition of From Holmes to Sherlock by Mattias Boström, translated 
by Yuichi Hirayama (pub. by Sakuhinsha) 
Sherlock Holmes: Critical Study 1 by Yuichi Hirayama (pub. by Hirayama  
Detective Books) 
The Mist of Death and other stories: Selected works of translation by Ken No-
buhara edited by Yutaka Nakanishi (pub. by Ronsosha) 
Shirley Holmes and the Dog of the Baskervilles by Madoka Takadono (pub. by 
Hayakawa Shobo) . . . Shirley Holmes and Joe Watson series #2 
Japanese edition of A Knife in the Fog by Bradley Harper, translated by Yumie 
Fukawa (pub. by Hayakawa Shobo) 
Hayakawa’s Mystery Magazine January 2020 issue (pub. by Hayakawa Shobo) 
. . . featuring Sherlock Holmes 
Kabukicho Sherlock: X day for release of prisoner Moriarty by Akimaro Mori, et al. 
(pub. by Kadokawa) . . . Novelization of the TV animation describing the 10 
months hiatus of Moriarty 
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Japanese edition of The Strange Case of the Alchemist’s Daughter by Theodora 
Goss, translated by Jun Suzuki, et al. (pub. by Hayakawa Shobo) 
Japanese edition of The House at Baker Street by Michelle Birkby, translated 
by Masako Komatsuki (pub. by Kadokawa) 
Japanese edition of The Women of Baker Street by Michelle Birkby, translated 
by Masako Komatsuki (pub. by Kadokawa) 
Japanese edition of The Lost World, translated by Naoya Nakahara (pub. by 
Tokyo Sogensha) . . . newly translated with commentary notes by Mitch  
Higurashi 
The Watsonian Force by Seiichiro Ohyama (pub. by Kobunsha) . . . protagonist 
Wato Soshi has a faculty to increase the power of deduction of persons nearby 
Japanese edition of The Triumphs of Eugène Valmont by Robert Barr, translated 
by Kaname Tanaka (pub. by Tokyo Sogensha) . . . including two Holmes 
pastiches and commentary notes by Mitch Higurashi 
Sherlock Holmes for Beginners by Naohiko Kitahara (pub. by Chuo Koronsha) 

Exhibition: 
In the 41st Gifu prefecture Exhibition of the Works of Calligraphy 
(February 16-20, 2020), the Japanese calligraphic work featuring the 
canon by Kunihiko Ariga, member of JSHC, was displayed. 

Plays: 
Reading performance Sherlock Holmes: The Beginning of Fantasia by Ike-
bukuro Stream (script by Mie Komatsu), performed online on August 30, 
2020 and December 16, 2020 (https://eireigikyoku.wixsite.com/eireigikyoku 
/blank) 
Reading performance of SPEC and YELL by Mystery and Suspense 
Theatrical Company “Circuit R” performed online during October 16-31, 
2020 (https://note.com/kairor/n/n18e2e0de0083) 
Solve Quickly, Sherlock! by Piccolo Theater (script by Satoshi Hayafune, 
musical for children), December 19-20, 2020 at Hyogo Performing Arts 
Center (https://piccolo-theater.jp/event/3506/) 
Connect Life by Pastel Carat, October 21-25, 2020 at Shinjukumura Live 
showing female detective Holmes and her assistant, young doctor Watson, 
versus Moriarty in virtual London (https://pastelcarat.web.fc2.com/index-
history-connectlife.html) 

Please note: Regretfully all of the articles above are only in Japanese language. 
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SHERLOCK IN THE U.K. 2020 
Roger Johnson and Jean Upton* 

n the most extraordinary year that most of us have experienced, the 
Holmesian community in the U.K., as elsewhere in the world, managed 
to make the best of things. Not so long ago, the ability, thanks to Zoom 

and the like, to hold meetings which people could attend without leaving their 
own homes was the stuff of science fiction, but in 2020 it helped Sherlockian 
societies not only to survive but to flourish, thanks to the tech-savvy who 
taught the rest of us how to proceed. 

For most groups the year began normally enough. The Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London’s Annual Dinner on the 11th January was held, as usual, 
in the Members’ Dining Room at the House of Commons, thanks to our 
sponsor, the newly knighted Sir Robert Neill, MP, who guaranteed our good 
behaviour in the Palace of Westminster. The name chosen for the occasion 
was (how we love our puns!) The Valley of Cheer, referencing the Guest of 
Honour, Val McDermid, one of the world’s most respected crime-writers, a 
multi-award winner for both fiction and non-fiction. Val is also a member of 
the Scottish team on Round Britain Quiz, possibly the world’s most chal-
lenging radio quiz show. She is a very smart cookie, and a very entertaining 
speaker, but before getting down to the nub or gist of her address, there was 
an unexpected tribute to be paid. You may, if you’re old enough, remember 
Marilyn Monroe singing “Happy Birthday” to President Kennedy. Well, Val 
McDermid, having learned that Nicholas Utechin turned sixty-eight that 
day, did the same for him!  

There followed a rather startling confession: back in 2018 Val McDermid 
was responsible for renaming Edinburgh’s Conan Doyle pub as The J.K. 
Rowling! Controversial, to say the least — many thought it disgraceful. But, 
as Val explained, it was part of the Hogmanay “Message from the Skies” cam-
paign to highlight the places that have inspired notable Edinburgh authors. 
And it was only temporary. Besides, like all crime writers, Val McDermid is 
well aware that she owes a great debt to Arthur Conan Doyle, so when his 
notes for a never-written Sherlock Holmes adventure were discovered, she 
was honoured to be asked to construct from those notes the story that tells 
how Holmes was directly responsible for the Great War! Did any of us actu-
ally believe her? Perhaps there were one or two gasps and a sharp intake of 
breath, but they quickly vanished amid the admiring laughter and applause. 
                                                                                                         
* Text and photos by Roger Johnson and Jean Upton. Both are members of the Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London, for whom Roger edits The Sherlock Holmes Journal and Jean edits The District 
Messenger. Copyright Roger Johnson and Jean Upton. 
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Left to right: Nick Utechin, Julie McKuras, and Val McDermid. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

By way of thanks for this highly entertaining, amusing (and slightly worry-
ing) talk, the Chairman, David Jones, presented to Val a copy of the splendid 
facsimile edition of the “Abbey Grange” manuscript, published jointly by the 
Society and the Martin Bodmer Foundation. There was also a gift for Val’s 
wife, Professor Joanne Sharp: Through the Archives, the story of the Sherlock 
Holmes Society of London in objects, pictures and documents. 

The second speaker was the Birthday Boy himself, Nicholas Utechin. 
Val McDermid’s writing, he observed, is immensely powerful — sometimes 
horrifyingly so. Dr Watson also didn’t shy away from descriptions of violence. 
We know something of Val’s writing schedule, but almost nothing of Watson’s. 
And he could never have done what Val and her publishers did a few years 
ago: they auctioned to the highest bidder the use of a name of the bidder’s 
choice in one of Val’s books. The winner was our good friend Julie McKuras, 
and as a result the detective in Val McDermid’s novel The Vanishing Point is 
named Vivian McKuras after Julie’s granddaughter! And Nick, never one to 
miss such an opportunity, had brought his own copy along, to be signed by 
both ladies. 
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Judi Ellis, winner of the Tony Howlett Award. 
________________________________________________________ 

Watson, of course, was lucky: he didn’t need to invent names for his 
characters, or use those of others. He had real lives to call on, with Grimesby 
Roylotts and Thaddeus Sholtos queuing up . . . . He was also a fine writer, 
and that was all the reason we needed to drink a toast to Dr John H. Watson!  

In 2004, our former President Freda Howlett, last survivor of the Society’s 
five founders, established the Tony Howlett Award in memory of her late 
and fondly remembered husband. It is presented at each Annual Dinner for 
outstanding service to the Society, and the deserving recipient in 2020 was 
the invaluable Judi Ellis. 
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(There was another notable distinction conferred in January. Lower 
down in the New Year Honours List than Bob Neill’s knighthood was the 
announcement that our Membership Secretary Catherine Cooke, who for so 
long has organised the Society’s meetings, not least the Annual Dinners, was 
awarded the British Empire Medal, for services to Libraries.) 

Lunch next day at The Centre Page pub near St. Paul’s Cathedral was a 
purely social occasion — a chance to catch up with some of the people we 
couldn’t get to chat with the night before. It was the last time for many 
months that members were able to gather in person. 

The following Friday, one of the eight newly honoured Baker Street Irreg-
ulars was unable to attend the BSI’s Annual Dinner in New York. Instead, 
Catherine Cooke went to Enfield in north London, where she presented 
Freda Howlett with the Irregular Shilling and the certificate declaring that 
she should henceforth be known as “The British Government,” BSI. At the 
grand age of 101, Freda may be the only Irregular to have been invested as a 
centenarian. 

Freda did not have long to enjoy the honour: she died on the 15th Feb-
ruary. But enjoy it she did! 

In March, of course, came the coronavirus pandemic and the necessary 
reactions to it. The Society’s meeting planned for the 20th of the month had 
to be cancelled, as did the annual May Festival Weekend. There were hopes 
that the Victorian Cricket Match, played between the Gentlemen of the P.G. 
Wodehouse Society (“The Gold Bats”) and the Gentlemen of the Sherlock 
Holmes Society of London (unofficially dubbed “The Field Bizarre”), might 
still take place in June, but that too was not to be. 

Not that the Society was idle during that first period of lockdown. The 
regular work continued — Jean continued to produce the invaluable monthly 
newsletter, The District Messenger, which, like its revered senior counterpart 
Scuttlebutt From the Spermaceti Press, reports on all manner of Holmesian 
events; Roger embarked on his fourteenth year of editing The Sherlock Holmes 
Journal, in partnership with Heather Owen, now in her 35th year as Produc-
tion Editor — and other, newer projects were set in motion.  

The long-planned online Sherlock Holmes Gazetteer, masterminded by 
John Morewood, became a reality, accessible on the Society’s website at 
www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk. With contributions from various members, 
the Gazetteer enables us to take a vicarious romp through the world of Sher-
lock Holmes, via maps, photographs and a brief commentary, covering places 
suggested as locations in the sixty canonical stories, long and short. As we 
write, there are entries for thirty stories, but the project continues, and will 
be especially valuable once travel becomes possible again. 
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The event that had been planned for the 20th March did eventually take 
place on the 21st July. Thanks to the technical expertise of Jane Arnold-
Forster, “Three Minute Problems” became the Society’s first virtual meeting, 
using Zoom. As you may have guessed, the title doesn’t relate to a trio of tiny 
conundrums; thirteen speakers were each given no more than three minutes 
in which to address a topic of their own choice. As on previous occasions, the 
range of serious and silly, of sound logic and bold speculation, proved very 
popular. 

There was no chance of adapting the Victorian Cricket Match to a virtual 
fixture, of course; and the weekend excursion to Harwich, “Ships Spies and 
Ghosts in the Windy East,” planned for the autumn, also had to be shelved. 
We look forward to visiting the locations of “His Last Bow” (excluding 
Skibbareen and Buffalo) in September 2021. 

Nevertheless, Zoom did enable us to complete the rest of the year’s 
schedule. The sixteenth Richard Lancelyn Green Memorial Lecture was 
given by Dr. Andrew Blick, Reader in Politics and Contemporary History 
and Head of Department of Political Economy at King’s College London, 
whose subject was “Advising Government: Fiction and Fact in United 
Kingdom History” — with special reference to Mycroft Holmes. Dr. Blick 
placed the rôle of Mycroft as government adviser in the context of the actual 
U.K. history, relating it to the development of the Civil Service from ancient 
times up to the present. We learned of the changes that took place in the 
later nineteenth century, which led to the emergence of the permanent Civil 
Service as we understand it today. Conan Doyle wasn’t the only author to 
include civil servants and other advisers in their fiction, of course: Dickens 
and Trollope created some memorable examples, and more recently we have 
had Sir Humphrey Appleby in Yes, Minister and Malcolm Tucker in The 
Thick of It, though neither immediately brings Mycroft Holmes to mind. 

In a normal year, the Annual General Meeting, followed by a quiz, a talk 
or a play, would have been the first event of the London-based Weekend 
Festival in May. Even in this abnormal year, the Society’s constitution still 
required an AGM, but once we had become reasonably familiar with the ins 
and outs of Zoom it was a straightforward matter to go through the necessary 
procedures as a preliminary to our first online Annual Film Evening on the 
13th November.  

After the formal business — election of new members of Council and so 
forth — the Chairman David Jones announced that the Society had granted 
no fewer than three Honorary Memberships. The recipients of that highest 
and rarest award were, in alphabetical order: the invaluable Peter Blau; Michael 
Cox, to whom above all we owe the classic Sherlock Holmes television series 
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starring Jeremy Brett; and Robert Ellis, who seems to have held every post in 
the Society, including Chairman and Membership Secretary. Roger followed 
that momentous announcement with the news that the winner of this year’s 
Tony and Freda Howlett Literary Award was the Rev. Simon Smyth for his 
excellent article “The Case of the Two Coptic Patriarchs” in the Summer 
2019 issue of The Sherlock Holmes Journal.  

The evening’s film was, as always, chosen and introduced by Matthew J. 
Elliott — who may be better known to our American cousins as the principal 
writer for the long-running Sherlock Holmes radio series created in Seattle 
for the late Jim French’s Imagination Theatre. Matthew’s choice this year was 
the 1933 A Study in Scarlet, starring Reginald Owen. Despite the title, the 
film bears no similarity to Conan Doyle’s novel: the screen-writers devised a 
clever plot about a tontine, which has a little in common with The Wrong 
Box and rather more with And Then There Were None, though it preceded 
Agatha Christie’s novel by some six years. 

That was the Sherlock Holmes Society of London’s last official event of 
the year. The May Festival, the Victorian Cricket Match, and the weekend 
excursion to Harwich had to be cancelled, but after a very uncertain start in 
the first period of lockdown we were able to hold three very well attended 
and well appreciated meetings. We had, no doubt, some advantages over the 
smaller Holmesian societies in the U.K., some of which were obliged almost 
to go into hibernation during the lengthy periods of lockdown, though  
national and international contact between individuals must have increased 
enormously (where would we be without the internet?) and the Poor Folk 
Upon the Moors continued to publish their admirable bi-annual journal The 
Torr. 

But, of course, Holmes-related activity was by no means confined to the 
societies.  

Do you remember The Sherlock Holmes Gazette? Or perhaps you’ll recall 
its later manifestation as Sherlock Holmes: The Detective Magazine — or maybe 
you knew it under the simple, straightforward title of Sherlock. It first appeared 
in 1991 and had a respectable life, mostly under the wise editorship of David 
Stuart Davies, before the final issue in 2006. Adrian Braddy, former editor 
of The Dalesman (“Yorkshire’s Favourite Magazine”), remembers it, and was 
inspired to launch a new quarterly called Sherlock Holmes Magazine. It’s glossy, 
stylish, entertaining and informative. Contributors include Bert Coules, 
Daniel and Eugene Friedman, Rakshita Patel, Bruce Harris and David Stuart 
Davies, as well as Mr Braddy. 

Holmesian books in plenty were published in the U.K. Most noteworthy 
among the new fiction, we think, is the addition of six new volumes to The 



SHERLOCK IN THE U.K. 2020 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   71 

MX Book of New Sherlock Holmes Stories, edited by the amazingly industrious 
David Marcum for MX Publishing. The total is now twenty-four volumes, 
with more to come, and all royalties go to help the regeneration of Under-
shaw, the house that Arthur Conan Doyle had built for himself and his family 
in the Surrey hills, which now houses the Stepping Stones School for children 
with learning disabilities. 

The non-fiction includes books that cover certain significant aspects of 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s life: Conan Doyle’s Wide World: Sherlock Holmes and 
Beyond by Andrew Lycett; Something of Themselves: Kipling, Kingsley, Conan 
Doyle and the Anglo-Boer War by Sarah LeFanu; and two by Kelvin I. Jones: 
The Uncanny Worlds of Conan Doyle, Volume One: The Spiritualist Writings of 
Arthur Conan Doyle, selected, edited and annotated by Kelvin I. Jones and The 
Most Curious Case of the Dog in the Night Time, in which the author “applies 
his forensic and investigative skills as to why Conan Doyle so hated his  
fictional detective, his relationship with Jean Leckie, and his subsequent use 
of Jean and her psychic friend in his mission to change the world through 
Spiritualism.” 

In 2020 Kelvin Jones also published The Annotated Hound of the Basker-
villes, of which Roger wrote in the SHJ: “Do we need another annotated 
edition? Yes, when the editor brings fifty years of research and a lively intel-
ligence to the task, as Kelvin Jones does here.”  

From Edinburgh University Press came The Case of Sherlock Holmes: Secrets 
and Lies in Conan Doyle’s Detective Fiction by Andrew Glazzard. Not so long 
ago few academics bothered to take the Sherlock Holmes stories seriously. 
They do now, and the results are all too frequently pretentious and/or im-
penetrable. Not so with Dr. Glazzard’s book, which is full of insights, not all 
new but all well expressed. 

In 2015, the twentieth anniversary of Jeremy Brett’s death was marked by 
the dedication of a memorial bench on Clapham Common. The occasion was 
organised by Maureen Whittaker, and Roger was honoured to share the rôle 
of M.C. with David Stuart Davies. Since then, Ms. Whittaker had devoted 
many pensive nights and laborious days in researching and writing Jeremy 
Brett: Playing a Part, a large handsome book that combines biography and a 
seemingly exhaustive inventory of the actor’s entire career. Scrupulously  
researched and fact-checked, with a foreword by David Burke, it sets a very 
high standard for any future biographers.  

Last year we mentioned the founding by Paul Thomas Miller of an espe-
cially unusual Holmes society, Doyle’s Rotary Coffin, whose motto is “No 
Holmes Barred — Especially Dreadful Holmes, Bizarre Holmes and Sacri-
legious Holmes.” In 2020, DRC became an equally improbable publisher, 
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with No Holmes Barred, Being a Scrapbook of Holmesiana, aptly described as “a 
collection of wildly varying contents: fiction, poetry, essays, and art celebrating 
Holmes in many ways, from the traditional to the most outré Holmeses im-
aginable.” It was followed by However Improbable, Being a Scrapbook of 
Strange Holmesiana, published in the hope that it “will promote weirdness in 
Holmesiana.” Both can be bought from Amazon or downloaded free of 
charge as pdf files from sites.google.com/site/doylesrotarycoffin. 

We were, fortunately, able to enjoy a couple of seasonal plays featuring 
Holmes and Watson before the theatres and cinemas were forced to close. 
Sherlock Holmes and the Warlock of Whitechapel is the third gloriously zany 
self-penned comedy in which Julian Harries has portrayed the great detective. 
Someone is stealing ancient artefacts from public and private museums — a 
pre-Christian effigy, a shamanic totem, a pagan fetish . . . . Is the culprit a 
megalomaniac occultist or just an unscrupulous antiquarian? And what has it 
to do with the mysterious goings-on at a seedy East End Music Hall? The 
investigation takes Holmes and Watson from the wharfs and alleys of Lon-
don’s docklands, to the icy wastes of the north and the hidden temples of the 
east (changing at Peterborough), in pursuit of the Warlock of Whitechapel. 

Julian Harries is an accomplished actor and writer. Tweedy (Alan Digweed) 
is both a successful actor and an outstanding clown, a star for two years in the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus. The premise of Tweedy and the 
Missing Company of Sherlock Holmes is that “Tweedy is putting on a large-
scale theatre production of Sherlock Holmes. He’s built the set, got the props 
and booked your local theatre for the show. There is only one problem — 
Tweedy has lost all the actors! Tweedy calls on his faithful friend Monsieur 
Loyal for help, and together the two of them must solve the mystery of the 
missing actors and also perform the whole show between the two of them. 
How hard can that be?” Nicholas Utechin summed up the show as “seventy 
excellent minutes of hugely energetic and farcical slapstick.” 

Bert Coules, writer for the outstanding BBC Radio 4 Sherlock Holmes series, 
shared some exciting news on 4th May (Reichenbach Day): “Today seems an 
appropriate date to mention that together with an actor friend, Tim Marriott, 
I’ve been working on a one-man stage show, Watson: The Final Problem. The 
current situation has rather affected our plans for a theatrical premiere, but 
working within the lockdown restrictions we’re hoping to produce an audio 
version to go up online.” Watson: The Final Problem did become a successful 
audio play, now freely accessible at https://www.smokescreenprods.com/watson. 
“Watson is alone. His beloved wife Mary and the great Sherlock Holmes are 
both gone. But London seethes with false reports and rumour. It is time to 
set the record straight. So Watson tells his tale . . . a tale of long buried  
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secrets, betrayal and death.” Barry Lenny’s review on Broadway World said, 
“Marriott gets right inside the character of Watson, bringing forth that  
biographer’s great respect and admiration for his good friend, Holmes. He 
proves to be a superb storyteller, capturing the excitement of the chase, creat-
ing pictures in the minds of the listeners that take us back to the end of the 
nineteenth century, and giving us an emotionally charged hour with some of 
the best-known characters in literary history.” 

Under lockdown conditions, larger-scale productions for broadcasting were 
possible — in sound alone, at least, though even the BBC’s early attempts 
weren’t all successful — but the fewer performers, the easier to adjust.  

Since 2005, Robert Lloyd Parry has been entrancing audiences in intimate 
theatres, country houses, churches and even a mortuary, by recounting the 
ghost stories of M.R. James as James’s original audiences might have heard 
them. His repertoire now features tales by H.P. Lovecraft, H.G. Wells, Arthur 
Machen and others — including Arthur Conan Doyle, and besides ACD’s 
supernatural fiction he has added half a dozen of Sherlock Holmes’s investiga-
tions to his repertoire. Unable to continue playing to a live audience, Robert 
began broadcasting regular performances Behind Closed Doors and has made 
most of them accessible on his YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com 
/channel/UCZCLoebfRzZKzAB_-k9P7FA. 

Don’t Go Into the Cellar! is a two-man company, consisting of versatile 
actor Jonathan Goodwin and technical wizard Gary Archer. Their slogan is 
“Victorian Theatre With Bite,” and Conan Doyle fits neatly alongside Poe, 
Bram Stoker, M.R. James and other masters of the weird tale. One of their 
touring productions early in the year was Strictly Sherlock, comprising “The 
Sussex Vampire,” “The Creeping Man” and “The Devil’s Foot,” and in May 
it was incorporated into their fortnightly Sunday Down the Cellar! broadcasts 
at https://www.facebook.com/CellarTheatre, so reaching a much more wide-
spread audience. 

In the summer months, The Pantaloons, “a vibrant and anarchic theatre 
company whose style draws from a wide variety of popular theatre traditions 
from commedia dell’arte and clowning to stand-up comedy and silent movies,” 
undertook a national tour, performing Twelfth Night and their own version 
of Sherlock Holmes to socially distanced audiences in open-air locations. The 
latter, which we saw and enjoyed a few years ago, mixes elements from sev-
eral canonical stories, with the audience deciding, for example, the true 
identity of Professor Moriarty. 

And at least one theatre did manage to put on a successful production of a 
Holmes play to a live audience. That was the Watermill at Newbury, whose 
comic version of The Hound of the Baskervilles for a cast of three, staged in 
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the theatre’s extensive gardens, was warmly reviewed in the national press. 
The Daily Telegraph called it “a frolicsome spectacle of heavenly delight.”  

The Holmes film of the year, of course, was Enola Holmes, based on the 
first in Nancy Springer’s very popular series of novels about a hitherto un-
known younger sister of Mycroft and Sherlock. It was the pet project of six-
teen-year-old Millie Bobby Brown, who not only played the lead but also 
co-produced. When it became obvious that a cinema release was not feasi-
ble, the distribution rights were bought by Netflix, whose canny marketing 
of a real quality product paid off. (In fairness, although we greatly enjoyed 
watching the film on television, we do hope we get the chance to see it on 
the big screen.)  

Netflix broadcast the Enola Holmes on the 23rd September. That same 
week the company announced that a statue of young Miss Holmes had been 
created and sited, temporarily, close to the figure of her celebrated brother, 
outside Baker Street Station in London. Simultaneously, images of other 
overlooked sisters were placed near statues of their famous brothers: Maria 
Mozart joined Wolfgang Amadeus in Bath, Frances Dickens joined Charles 
in Portsmouth, Mary Hardy joined Thomas in Dorchester, and Princess 
Helena joined King Edward VII in Birmingham. After two weeks, Enola 
found a new home. Netflix donated the statue to the Francis Holland 
School, Regents Park, an independent girls’ school about 400 yards from 
Baker Street Station.  

In 2019, you may remember, the Royal Mint issued a 50p coin to mark 
the 160th birthday of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, though the image it bore was 
that of Sherlock Holmes. In August 2020 the Royal Mail issued a very desira-
ble set of ten stamps celebrating Holmes himself. More precisely, there were 
two sets. Six stamps depict crucial scenes from the TV series Sherlock, which 
first hit our screens ten years before: A Study in Pink, The Great Game, A 
Scandal in Belgravia, The Reichenbach Fall, the Empty Hearse and The Final 
Problem. Under ultraviolet light, hidden details from a mystery storyline are 
revealed. And a further four stamps, presented in a miniature sheet, feature 
atmospheric illustrations by Karolis Strautniekas of stories from the canon: 
“The Adventure of the Speckled Band,” “The Red-Headed League,” “The 
Adventure of the Second Stain,” and “The Adventure of the Dancing Men.” 

In January, Trinity College Dublin, whose many distinguished alumni 
include Oscar Wilde and Bram Stoker, announced that it was seeking appli-
cants for a fully-funded four-year Provost’s PhD Project doctoral award for 
“Situating Sherlock: Mapping Space and Place in Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock 
Holmes.” The successful applicant was Dr. Clare Clarke, whose first book, 
Late Victorian Crime Fiction in the Shadows of Sherlock won the 2015 H.R.F. 
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Keating Award for best non-fiction crime book of the year. “The ‘Situating 
Sherlock’ project charts places and locations in the Sherlock Holmes stories 
published in The Strand Magazine between 1891 and 1927, identifying and 
recording geographical patterns in order to create a series of open-access 
digital maps and geo-visualisations of the spaces and places visited by the tales’ 
detectives and criminals.” (Yes, we know: the Republic of Ireland isn’t part 
of the United Kingdom. We mention the project as a significant Holmesian 
development within the British Isles.) 

The historic Custom House in Queen’s Square, Belfast was sold in 2020 
to a Northern Ireland investment company, which plans to refurbish it and 
restore many of the period details. Our Belfast correspondent Oscar Ross 
reports that the Queen’s Square Post Office, housed in the building’s west 
wing, is one of two candidates for the title of the Belfast post-office where 
James Browner posted his gruesome packet, as it’s close to the docks where 
the May Day would have berthed. The other candidate, which Mr. Ross 
favours, is the new General Post Office that opened in Royal Avenue in  
August 1886, two years before the most likely date of “The Cardboard Box.” 

News from Edinburgh is less reassuring. In 2019 the excellent bronze 
statue of Sherlock Holmes was removed from Picardy Place, near the site of 
Conan Doyle’s birthplace, to enable work on the city’s troubled tramway 
project. It’s reported to be in a warehouse “tucked away under a duvet,” and 
will probably be reinstated in 2022. Oddly, the statue suffered the same  
ignominious treatment a decade ago. 

In Southsea, meanwhile, where Conan Doyle had his first independent 
medical practice, Sherlock’s Bar opened at 17 Clarendon Road on the 4th 
July. Paul Thomas Miller met the owners Debbie Moorhead and Richard 
Peckham and reports “The current centrepiece of the bar is an impressive 
portrait of a deerstalkered Basil Rathbone, painted by Debbie’s son, artist 
George Greentree. While there are no immediate plans for Sherlockian  
activities in the bar, Debbie and Richard have already spoken with local 
Holmesian Matt Wingett, with a view to holding some Doylean talks in the 
future. Fingers crossed, this may be the start of a fun focal point for future 
Holmesian activity in Portsmouth and Southsea.”  

No doubt many towns have a Baker Street, but few can have made as 
much of the name as the one in Middlesbrough, North Yorkshire. The side 
wall of a shop on the corner of Linthorpe Road is almost entirely covered 
with the first two paragraphs of “The Five Orange Pips.” As you stroll along 
Baker Street you’ll find Dr. Watson’s Bar. Almost directly opposite it is a pub 
called Sherlock’s. And two doors further on is another, called The Twisted 
Lip. The owners of Dr Watson’s Bar took advantage of the first period of 
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lockdown to have some remarkably impressive Holmesian murals painted by 
local artist David Earle.  

In London, finally, the proprietors of Speedy’s Sandwich Bar & Café in 
North Gower Street tweeted on the 23rd September: “After 25+ years, the 
@speedyscafe lease is up for sale. We will miss this place.” Speedy’s is deservedly 
famous for its excellent food and friendly service — and, of course, for its 
use as a location in the BBC TV series Sherlock. They followed that the next 
day with: “Overwhelmed with the memories everyone has of this place, however to 
confirm, we are not closing . . . @speedyscafe is for sale! Anyone who’s interested 
call Chris on 0207 383 3485 between 7 AM - 4 PM Monday to Saturday.” We 
have heard no more since then. 

 

Nick Utechin (left) and Val McDermid, perhaps just  
before or just after the “Happy Birthday” serenade. 

_____________________________________________________ 
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SHERLOCK IN THE U.S.A. 2020 
Editor’s note: Due to the admirably generous and energetic involvement 
of scions across the country, this section continues to grow not only in 
size, but also in both information and entertainment value. If you do 
not find your scion here and would like it to be included in “Sherlock 
in the U.S.A. 2021” in the 2022 Baker Street Almanac, please contact 
me at Sweeper887@gmail.com. — Monica Schmidt* 

ARIZONA 
The Transfixed Correspondence of Phoenix — Lauren Cercone 

January 5, 2020 Sherlock’s Birthday Potluck 

February 5, 2020 Discussion of The Solitary Cyclist 

February 15, 2020 The Stark Munro Letters and a Proper English Tea  

March 4, 2020 Zoom discussion of Black Peter  

May 6, 2020 Zoom discussion of The Veiled Lodger 

June 3, 2020 Zoom discussion of The Bruce-Partington Plans 

July 1, 2020 Zoom discussion of The Sussex Vampire 

August 5, 2020 Zoom discussion of The Missing Three-Quarter 

September 2, 2020 Zoom discussion of The Abbey Grange 

October 7, 2020 Zoom discussion of The Dancing Men 

November 4, 2020 Zoom discussion of The Retired Colourman 

December 2, 2020 Zoom discussion of The Six Napoleons 

The Transfixed Correspondence, founded in 2015 by Lauren Cercone, 
meets on the first Wednesday of the month except in January. We discuss a 
Canonical story; our schedule follows Les Klinger’s chronology in his Annotated 
SH. Discussion leadership rotates among members. The leader supplies a quiz, 
a presentation or background on the story, and discussion topics. Pre-pandemic, 
we met in downtown Scottsdale at the condo of our member Peter Cass, with 
plenty of member-supplied food plus adult beverages courtesy of Peter.  

January’s meeting is the Birthday Potluck at the home of the scion’s 
founder. Festivities include the Secret Sherlock gift exchange (no coffee mugs, 
no magnifying glasses, gender-neutral, and don’t spend much over $20), the 
Sherlockian birthday cake, a real Christmas pudding, and Sherlockian songs. 
                                                                                                         
* These authors have retained copyright in their reports: Alcaro, Brydges, Cercone, Coppola, 
Hunt (Harrison and Linda), Keefauver, Reynolds, and Weiner. 
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This year we introduced “Stump the Sherlocks”: members supplied two things 
about themselves you wouldn’t know by looking at them or that aren’t gen-
eral knowledge in the group. The game is to connect the statements with the 
correct member, who then would tell the story behind the statements. Rich 
Zito, the organizer of Holmes On The Range (Tucson’s scion) attended 
once again and regaled us with the wild stories behind his two statements.  

February’s meeting was at the home of members Beth and David Cer-
vantes, which was an event in itself as we got to see Beth’s artwork and enjoy 
her clever, eclectic décor. Glen Link of the Notorious Canary Trainers, our 
“snowbird” member, was in town and led the discussion of SOLI.  

Also in February was our sort-of annual trip to the English Rose Tea Room 
in Carefree AZ. Over a proper English tea, we discussed ACD’s autobio-
graphical novel, The Stark Munro Letters. (Last year, it was the influence of 
Poe on the Canonical stories.) 

Then we switched to Zoom meetings in March, skipping April, and 
were delighted to have guests from other scions occasionally join in. We now 
begin our meetings with an online Happy Half-Hour to chat and iron out 
connection issues. We covered BLAC, VEIL, BRUC, SUSS, MISS, ABBE, 
DANC, and RETI, then Steve Mason of The Crew of the Barque Lone 
Star led December’s discussion of SIXN.  

The Transfixed Correspondence is on Facebook. There is no website; we 
organize our meetings through Meetup.org: https://www.meetup.com/Phoenix-
Sherlockians/. E-mail Lauren at transfixedcorrespondence@gmail.com. 

CALIFORNIA 
The Curious Collectors of Baker Street (Los Angeles) — Chrys and Jerry Kegley 

March 21, 2020 CCOBS 30th Anniversary, Keeping It Green At 30 (Canceled - COVID) 

June 6, 2020 Silver Screen Sherlock, The Great Mouse Detective (Canceled - COVID) 

August 29, 2020 Medal Quiz 2020, The Illustrious Client (Canceled - COVID) 

November 7, 2020 Madame Lesurier of Bond Street’s Fashion Parade (Canceled - COVID) 

November 1, 2020 CCOBS ZOOM, Deerstalkers and Drinks 

December 20,2020 Virtual viewing of The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle — Peter Cushing 

The Curious Collectors of Baker Street (CCOBS) were founded and 
have been presided over by Jerry Kegley, BSI and Chrys Kegley, BSI as Tin 
Boxes/Presidents since its inception in 1990. Traditionally holding four or 
five events across Los Angeles and its environs with a very irregular “Lost In 



SHERLOCK IN THE U.S.A. 2020 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   79 

New York With A Bunch Of Sherlockians” meeting in New York, NY thrown 
into the mix from time to time. 

2020 marked the Collector’s 30th year of keeping the Master’s memory 
green in Southern California, and the Tin Boxes had hoped to kick off this 
milestone with a knock-your-socks-off celebration including Sherlockian 
luminaries; Mike Kean, BSI, Les Klinger, BSI, and Curtis Armstrong, BSI 
were slated to speak. Alas, just 4 days prior to the event Covid-19 shut down 
indoor dining in Los Angeles and did not relinquish its grip on LA and the 
world for the duration of 2020.  

With Covid-19 taking its toll on all facets of life, Scion fellowship was 
no exception, and the remainder of the CCOBS’ scheduled calendar events 
for 2020 were canceled in turn.  

When life throws you lemons, you make lemon-drop shots. In this case 
the virtual meeting platform ZOOM proved to be the answer for many Scion 
societies and the CCOBS jumped on the bandwagon.  

In November, a ZOOM Deerstalkers and Drinks allowed members and 
guests a chance to catch up and kvetch virtually with a few Sherlockian tidbits 
thrown into the mix to keep it legit.  

In conjunction with Monica Schmidt’s Theatre-Goers, Homeward Bound 
Scion, the CCOBS aired the 1968 version of The Adventure of the Blue 
Carbuncle starring Peter Cushing. Monica had shown the 1984 Granada 
version starring Jeremy Brett the day before as part of a December Blue 
Carbuncle weekend.  

Keep those Holmes fires burning. For more information, contact Jerry or 
Chrys Kegley at jkegley@socal.rr.com or visit our Facebook page at https://www 
.facebook.com/Curious-Collectors-of-Baker-Street-CCOBS-163335686396. 

The Diogenes Club of Carmel-by-the-Sea, California — John S. Postovit 

January 11, 2020 Dinner Meeting 

March 14, 2020 Dinner Meeting 

July 11, 2020 Paper Presentation via Internet 

The first meeting of the Diogenes Club was held during April 1971, in 
Pebble Beach, California. The name derives from the London club of which 
Sherlock Holmes’ brother Mycroft, was a member. The purpose of the  
Diogenes Club of Carmel-by-the-Sea is to recreate, for at least six evenings 
a year, the relaxed atmosphere of a London men’s club of the Victorian era. 
Ever since 1971, the Diogenes Club has met in black tie almost without fail 
every second Saturday of odd-numbered months for dinner, drinks, discussion 
and Sherlockian scholarship. The Diogenes Club is thoroughly planted in the 
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traditions of 1895, and as a result remains perhaps the only all-male group 
left in the 21st Century. Diogenes Club members proudly label themselves 
“UnClubbable” in adherence to Holmes’ judgment of the original Diogenes 
Club. 

As with many scion societies, the activities of the Diogenes Club were 
severely curtailed during 2020, in order to slow the spread of the Black Su-
matran Corruption. Highlights of this year’s meetings include an investiture 
presentation given by Mr. Marc Winquist on “Food in the Time of Sher-
lock,” and Rev. Marc Peake’s excellent presentation on “Doyle, Houdini and 
the Lost Generation.” Dr. Michael Kean regaled the Club in March with his 
presentation “Beyond Whodunnit.” In July, Mr. John Postovit reprised his 
2005 paper, “Holmes in Space,” via an internet-based discussion. This must 
sadly be considered a lowlight, perhaps due to its non-Canonical nature or 
perhaps due to the Unclubbables’ dislike of the Internet. A second lowlight 
concerned a sad discovery about the group portrait of the Club taken at the 
Club’s 40th Anniversary meeting in May 2011. Taken with a view camera 
which was actually constructed in 1895, the photos sat for many years undevel-
oped in the film holder; the difficult task of obtaining the requisite materials 
for developing them was continually put off. The attempt to develop was 
finally made this past fall, only to discover that there was no film in the 
holder! Holmes would have been better prepared and brought a digital camera 
as backup. 

Canonical study this year included “The Adventure of the Lion’s Mane” 
and “The Adventure of the Three Gables,” the latter of which was scrutinized 
by the Club for the first time in 24 years. Dr. Bill Berg’s quizzes on these 
stories were, as always, “ridiculously easy.” 

Sherlockian visitors to Monterey, California are invited to attend a meet-
ing, should they be in the area on the second Saturday of an odd-numbered 
month. Please contact our Gasogene, Dr. Gary Taylor, for more information 
at gtaylordoc@gmail.com. 

The Knights of the Gnomon (Redwood City) — Marc Kaufman 

January 6, 2020 Knights Celebrate Sherlock Holmes Birthday 

March 2, 2020 Knights meet at the home of Marsha Pollak 

May 4, 2020 Knights meet via Zoom 

July 6, 2020 Knights meet via Zoom 

September 7, 2020 Knights meet via Zoom 

November 2, 2020 Knights meet via Zoom 
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The Knights of the Gnomon, Redwood City, California Scion of the 
Baker Street Irregulars of New York, began in 1978 after an eight-session 
course on “Sherlock Holmes and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle Today” taught by 
Orval Graves through the Community Services Department of Cañada Col-
lege in Redwood City. Some students from the class then met at the invitation 
of Graves and decided to form a scion, and by August petitioned the Baker 
Street Irregulars for official recognition. The gnomon is the part of the sun-
dial that casts a shadow, and Mr. Graves had a special interest in sundials, 
which appeared several times in the Canon. A special sundial was made 
which has a gnomon with a cut out in the shape of Holmes’ profile wearing 
a deerstalker. 

Members meet on the first Monday night of every other month at the 
home of different members. The sundial is in the middle of the room, and 
placed on it are member pebbles/rocks, inscribed with name or initials, some 
with the dancing men cipher. 

At each meeting Starrett’s poem, 221B, is read by the host, minutes are 
distributed and a quiz on an assigned story is given with discussion following. 
After a show-and-tell session, refreshments are served. 

Unfortunately, we could not meet in person after the March meeting, but 
we tried to maintain the format, absent the refreshments. One upside, 
though, was the inclusion of members who do not live locally, including one 
in London. 

January saw the Knights celebrating the 166th birthday of the Master at 
Sultana Turkish-Mediterranean Restaurant in Menlo Park. January is the 
month for the election of officers: Master Caster (he/she who casts the longest 
shadow, Amanuensis (secretary and reporter), and Cox & Co. (treasurer). For 
2020 the officers are: 

Master Caster: Linda Johnson 
Amanuensis: Marc Kaufman 
Cox & Co.: Cade Deverell 
Hans Sloan of Our Age: Maxine Reneker (archivist)  
At the March meeting, The Adventure of the Gloria Scott was discussed, 

after the Old Guaiacum Test (OGT) was presented by Cade Deverell. Max-
ine Reneker gave a book report on The Mapped London of Sherlock Holmes by 
Thomas Wheeler. The May meeting was the first in virtual space, and we 
were pleased that 17 members could attend. The Adventure of the Empty 
House was discussed and Marc Kaufman presented the OGT. We listened to 
a book report by Jim Rutter on A Study in Celluloid: A Producer’s Account of 
Jeremy Brett as Sherlock Holmes. At the July meeting the Old Guaiacum Test 
by Amy Buckley was on Villains in the Canon in the form of a crossword 
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puzzle. Linda Johnson gave a book report on Doyle’s Dangerous Work: Diary 
of an Arctic Adventure. The September meeting was devoted to a discussion 
of The Adventure of the Red-Headed League after the Old Guaiacum Test 
set by Randall Stock. Marsha Pollak reviewed The Devil’s Due, by Bonnie 
MacBird. At the November meeting the quiz and discussion were on The 
Adventure of the Second Stain. Katherine Doar told us about the Enola 
Holmes graphic novels (6 books in all, but only 3 in English). 

Contact info for the Knights is via the Scowrers and Molly Maguires of 
San Francisco McMurdo@Scowrers.org. 

The Scowrers and Molly Maguires of San Francisco — Marsha Pollak 

January 5, 2020 Happy Birthday Sherlock Holmes 

April 18, 2020 Spring meeting — cancelled due to pandemic 

October 3, 2020 Autumn meeting — via Zoom 

The Scowrers and Molly Maguires, founded by friends William Anthony 
Parker White, better known by his penname, Anthony Boucher, and Joseph 
Henry Jackson, book editor of the San Francisco Chronicle, first met on 
March 31, 1944, at Fred Solari’s Italian restaurant on Maiden Lane in San 
Francisco. Although the Scowrers initially followed the tradition of a male 
only group, a female auxiliary, the Molly Maguires, quickly followed. Women 
did attend the second meeting, and this scion became the first to admit 
women to full and equal membership. 

2020 saw the passing of our Bodymaster Marilyn MacGregor in Septem-
ber, at age 94. Marilyn was proud to be the first female Bodymaster of the 
Scowrers, a position she held for 22 years. 

Normally, the Scowrers meet approximately three times a year for a 
luncheon with toasts, papers, quiz, and frightful pun to close. 2020 was not a 
normal year. 

January found the Scowrers celebrating the Master’s birthday with the 
traditional reading of Marilyn’s poem, “Happy Birthday, Sherlock Holmes.” 
Marc Kaufman gave a paper on Canary Training in the 19th Century, Bruce 
Dettman a book report on The Sherlock Holmes Book, and Marsha Pollak re-
ported on Randall Stock’s the best Sherlock Holmes books of 2019. Russell 
Merritt won the quiz. Toasts were given, including a special one to Russell 
celebrating his 60th year as a Baker Street Irregular. 

Due to the pandemic, April’s meeting was cancelled. 
The Autumn meeting was held virtually, a first for the Scowrers. That 

enabled us to have Jerry Margolin from Portland, Oregon, the preeminent 
collector of Sherlockian art, talk about that collection, sharing slides with 
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many examples. We also had book reports by Russell Merritt and Ken Gallegos, 
an update on our journal, the Vermissa Herald by editor Ron White, and a 
quiz by Cade Deverell.  

Contact info for the Scowrers and Molly Maguires of San Francisco: 
McMurdo@Scowrers.org. 

CONNECTICUT 
Cheshire Sherlock Holmes Society (Cheshire) — Andrew Tranquilli 

January 23, 2020 CSHS Meeting, discussion of The Dying Detective 

February 20, 2020 CSHS Meeting, discussion of Lady Francis Carfax 

March 19, 2020 CSHS Zoom Meeting, discussion of The Devil’s Foot 

April 16, 2020 CSHS Zoom Meeting, continued discussion of The Devil’s Foot 

May 18, 2020 Mystery Book Club Zoom Meeting, discussion of The Art of the English 
Murder by Lucy Worsley. Moderated by Andy. CSHS members attend. 

May 21, 2020 CSHS Zoom Meeting, discussion of His Last Bow 

June 18, 2020 CSHS Zoom Meeting, discussion of The Illustrious Client 

July 16, 2020 CSHS Zoom Meeting, discussion of The Blanched Soldier 

August 20, 2020 CSHS Zoom Meeting, discussion of The Mazarin Stone 

August 30, 2020 The Men on the Tor Meeting, discussion of The Solitary Cyclist 

September 3, 2020 CSHS Zoom Social Chat Meeting 

September 17, 2020 CSHS Zoom Meeting, discussion of The Seven-Per-Cent Solution by 
Nicholas Meyer 

October 15, 2020 CSHS Zoom Meeting, discussion of The Three Gables 

November 19, 2020 CSHS Zoom Meeting, Detective Samuel DeCapua of the Cheshire 
Police Department speaks, discussion of The Sussex Vampire 

December 17, 2020 CSHS Zoom Meeting, discussion of The Three Garridebs 

The Cheshire Sherlock Holmes Society (CSHS) was founded by Andrew 
Tranquilli at a Sherlock Holmes Workshop at the Cheshire Senior Center 
in February of 2016. The monthly meetings of our literary society previously 
took place on the third Thursday of every month at the Cheshire Senior 
Center. All meetings since February of this year have been Zoom meetings 
except for the outdoor meeting of our sister scion, The Men on the Tor.  

We will celebrate our fifth anniversary in February of 2021. The CSHS 
has met fifty-eight times (for over 150 hours not including meals) and dis-
cussed fifty-four stories from the Canon thus far. This year we discussed ten 
Sherlock Holmes stories and The Seven Per-Cent Solution. We met Kitty 
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Winter, Shinwell Johnson, Langdale Pike, Isadora Klein, and Steve Dixie. 
During the course of our meetings we have discussed a plethora of literary 
and historical topics such as the influence of Edgar Allan Poe, horse-drawn 
carriages, great white hunters like Allan Quartermain, Gothic literature, 
leprosy, ACD in the Boer War (presented by Jerry Rubak) and WWI, 
Holmes in graphic novels, SHERLOC and Watson in the rover due to land 
on Mars, Dennis Dobry and the Trust, Sherlock Holmes on screen, the 
works of Nicholas Meyer, rules for writing a pastiche per David Marcum, 
curare (presented by Bill Curatolo), Edith Meiser and Holmes radio, Enola 
Holmes (presented by Rob Hammerman), Victorian girl gangs (presented 
by Sharon Foster), “otherness”, racism, and prejudice in the Canon, whether 
or not Isadora Duncan was evil, female vampires (presented by Diane 
Calabro), foods in the Sherlock Holmes stories (presented by Rosemary 
Purdy), collectors and collecting (presented by Jose Rodriguez), cabinets of 
curiosities, and the sexuality of Sherlock Holmes. Cheshire Police Detective 
Samuel DeCapua spoke at our November meeting about CSI, forensics, and 
evidence. During our Zoom meetings we have also perpetrated many typical 
Sherlockian activities such as toasts (Carol Beitel toasted Isadora Klein), 
quizzes, and recitations of “221B”, the Musgrave Ritual, and Les Daniels’ 
“To Cornwall’s Secluded Coast.” Danna Mancini and I enjoyed several days 
at the 2020 January BSI Birthday Weekend events in NYC. Danna used our 
photos of the events for a presentation he delivered to our scion.  

When we accomplish all sixty story discussions, we will start again with 
Canonical stories in chronological order. We will also discuss other Doyle short 
stories, Professor Challenger stories, Dupin tales by Poe, ACD and Sherlock 
Holmes biographies, August Derleth’s Solar Pons tales, Rex Stout’s Nero 
Wolfe mysteries, and the Wold Newton Universe. I plan table reads of Canon 
stories and radio scripts. There is a lot to do and a lot to look forward to.  

I learned how to hold Zoom meetings with the practice and advice of Joe 
Gracie, Rob Hammerman, and Bill Curatolo, and studied how to make better 
PowerPoint presentations. Members of our scion have used the opportunities 
presented by virtual meetings to attend over fifteen meetings, webinars, and 
lectures across the country (SOS, Left Coast, ASH, Priory Scholars, Saturday 
with Sherlock, Red Circle, SOB, Five Miles From Anywhere) that time and 
cost would have prevented us from joining in the past. We watched the live 
video broadcasts of I Hear of Sherlock Everywhere. We watched all the BSI 
Fortnightly Dispatch presentations. We saw and heard many learned Sher-
lockians. We have less and we have more. Samuel Johnson says, “If you are 
solitary be not idle.” (For further information about the CSHS, contact 
Andy Tranquilli at tranquilli@hotmail.com.) 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
The Red Circle (Washington, DC) — Carla Kaessinger Coupe 

June 6, 2020 Summer meeting. Speaker: Laurie R. King 

September 5, 2020 Autumn meeting. Speaker: Nicholas Utechin 

December 12, 2020 Winter meeting. Speaker: Mattias Boström 

Founded in 1950 by Karen Kruse, Patricia Parkman, Dorothy Bissonette, 
and Svend Petersen, the Red Circle of Washington, DC flourished for a few 
years before losing its leadership and going dormant. Peter E. Blau revived 
the Red Circle in 1970 and established a schedule of quarterly gatherings, 
which generally meet at a restaurant in the DC area. In 2020, however, we 
did not have a spring meeting as we were trying to come to grips with the 
safety requirements needed to avoid Covid-19. All of our other meetings 
were virtual and that enabled us to invite speakers from around the world. 
Video of all our speakers is available at www.redcircledc.org. 

Our first meeting gathered over one hundred attendees to hear Laurie R. 
King talk about her Mary Russell stories. Speaking from her home in Cali-
fornia, Laurie shared the genesis of the books, as well as tantalizing hints 
about the next volume in the series. Thanks to Alan Rettig’s superb produc-
tion skills and Peter E. Blau’s excellent emceeing abilities, the meeting went 
smoothly.  

Nick Utechin spoke on “British Beginnings” for the autumn meeting. 
Nick joined us from Oxford in the UK. Our numbers grew to 138 attendees, 
hailing from Argentina, Canada, the Czech Republic, France, Sweden, and 
the UK, as well as from all over the US. The meeting finished with a diabol-
ical Dana Richards quiz. 

Our winter meeting saw even more attendees gathered to hear Mattias 
Boström from Stockholm, Sweden. Mattias shared the results of his research 
into portrayals of Sherlock Holmes during the 1920s, including anecdotes 
about the early days of film production. Shifting from film to fashion, Bev 
Wolov discussed the problems of including current fashions in the illustra-
tions for Canonical stories. And to round out the afternoon, Dana Richards 
treated everyone to a punny groaner quiz. 

For more information on the Red Circle and on our upcoming events, 
please visit our webpage at www.redcircledc.org. If you would like to be on 
our mailing list, just send a message to peter@redcircledc.org. 
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HAWAII 
The Shaka Sherlockians — Dr. Joseph T. Page Jr. 

November 14, 2020 Inaugural Zoom Meeting featuring Peter Blau, BSI 

The Shaka Sherlockians of Hawaii was founded by Dr. Joseph T. Page Jr. 
in 2020. Hawaii is officially composed of eight islands so meetings are held 
quarterly using the convenience of Zoom on the 2nd Saturday of February, 
May, August, and November.  

The inaugural meeting took place in November 2020 and featured Peter 
Blau, BSI (Black Peter) as the guest speaker. The meeting was hosted by the 
Gasogene, Dr. Joe Page, and co-hosted by Steve Mason, BSI who is Third 
Mate (President) of The Crew of the Barque Lone Star in Texas. The initial 
event was opened and closed with an enthusiastic welcome Aloha and a 
Sherlockian Shaka for all in attendance. Each attendee introduced themself 
(there were several BSI and ASH members in attendance) and a brief histo-
ry of the Hawaii scion societies was shared. (Previous scion societies in Ha-
waii were The Andaman Islanders, founded by Marcia Chapman Eveland, 
and The Baker Street Irregulars of Honolulu founded by Jerry Siegel during 
WWII while serving in the military as a Stars & Stripes reporter. It is inter-
esting to note that Jerry Siegel was the co-creator of Superman.) Following a 
few brief announcements, Peter Blau was introduced and over two dozen 
attendees enjoyed his discussion featuring multiple Sherlockian connections 
to the Hawaiian Islands. Several participated in a spirited Q&A session with 
Peter after his well-received presentation. A pop quiz followed which was 
won in record style by Howard Ostrom who received a special Sherlock 
Holmes coffee mug (a few days later via Amazon). Howard is a specialist in 
film versions of Sherlock Holmes. (For more information, go to 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sherlockholmesonscreens). Final com-
ments and announcements were made and the inaugural meeting ended 
with a traditional reading of Vincent Starrett’s timeless 221B poem. Official 
closure occurred with a final Shaka and Aloha.  

Membership in The Shaka Sherlockians of Hawaii is open to anyone in-
terested in Sherlock Holmes no matter his/her level of knowledge of The 
Canon. Although the original stories are at the heart of our interest, fans of 
movies, TV, pastiches, blogs, etc. are more than welcome to join The Shaka 
Sherlockians of Hawaii. There are no dues. The only requirement for membership 
is congeniality. We are officially recognized as a BSI Irregular Scion Society 
and are dedicated to “keeping green” the memory of Sherlock Holmes. You 
can learn more about our BSI scion society at www.shakasherlockian.com. 
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ILLINOIS 
The Scotland Yarders (Chicago area) — Janice Weiner 

January 7, 2020 General meeting 

March 10, 2020 General meeting 

October 14, 2020 Zoom meeting 

The Scotland Yarders were formed in 1988. We used to meet at the 
Scotland Yard Books, the store which gave its name to our group. Our gen-
eral meetings have been on the second Tuesday of January, March, May, and 
September with a holiday party on a Saturday in November. Board meetings 
have been on the first Monday of February, April, June, August, October, 
and December. After Scotland Yard Books went out of business the group 
started having our general meetings at public libraries in the north suburbs 
of Chicago. As yet, we do not have a permanent home, though lately we 
have been going between two particular public libraries. Our January meet-
ing was a screening of an episode of the old Ellery Queen TV show (The 
Adventure of the Comic Book Crusader). The March meeting was a discus-
sion, led by Tom Joyce, of the stories “The Adventure of Wisteria Lodge,” 
“The Adventure of the Cardboard Box,” and “The Adventure of the Red 
Circle.” The October Zoom meeting (held on a Wednesday, not our usual 
Tuesday) had Steve Mason giving his talk on Victorian firefighting titled 
“Buddy, can you lend me a match . . .” Janice also gave the answers to her 
silly title quiz that she sent out earlier to attendees along with the link to the 
meeting. The Zoom meeting was new event for the group and we had people 
from outside our area and membership attending the meeting. We took a few 
minutes to talk about The Scotland Yarders so that new attendees learned 
about our group. Due to the pandemic the November holiday party was can-
celed. The Scotland Yarders are planning a Zoom meeting for January 2021. 
We have decided to change our meeting dates to Wednesdays, if possible. 
Board meetings have been on Mondays, but that changed too, at least for 
now. The Scotland Yarders will reevaluate meeting dates and such as time 
goes on to see if changes will be permanent. We hope one thing will happen 
— that meetings will be able to be in-person again. 

The Hansoms of John Clayton (Peoria) — Brad Keefauver 

January 23, 2020 Discussion meeting on “Second Stain” 

February 27, 2020 Discussion meeting on A Study in Scarlet part one 

April 23, 2020 Zoom discussion meeting on A Study in Scarlet part two 
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May 28, 2020 Zoom discussion meeting on “Wisteria Lodge” 

June 25, 2020 Zoom discussion meeting on “Cardboard Box” 

July 23, 2020 Zoom discussion meeting on “Red Circle” 

August 27, 2020 Zoom discussion meeting on “Bruce-Partington Plans” 

September 24, 2020 Zoom discussion meeting on “Dying Detective” 

October 22, 2020 Zoom discussion meeting on “Lady Frances Carfax” 

November 17, 2020 Forty-third anniversary meeting on Zoom 

November 19, 2020 Zoom discussion meeting on “Devil’s Foot” 

December 17, 2020 Zoom discussion meeting on “His Last Bow” 

The Hansoms of John Clayton was conceived circa January 1976, when 
science fiction author Philip José Farmer was quoted in a local weekly paper 
saying he wanted to start a scion society of the Baker Street Irregulars in 
Peoria, Illinois. He immediately heard from Robert C. Burr, a USDA chemist 
that lived two doors down the street expressing interest, and Farmer put out 
a call for potential members in that spring’s issue of The Baker Street Journal. 
John Bennett Shaw stopped in Peoria that August to have dinner with Phil 
Farmer and another local Sherlockian named George Scheetz, and even after 
that dinner . . . well, Peoria still didn’t have a Sherlock Holmes club. 

Phil’s neighbor, Bob Burr, eventually got tired of waiting for Farmer and 
Scheetz to organize a meeting of the group that had been given a name more 
than a year before, and called the first meeting to order at his own home on 
November 17, 1977. With Burr as the organizer, Farmer as the founder, and 
Scheetz as the publishing arm, the Hansoms of John Clayton quickly came 
together, publishing its own journal within six months, and holding a banquet 
the next fall, traditions that Bob Burr would continue for two decades after.  

Meetings became much more sporadic during the 2000s, as membership 
declined, eventually dwindling to an annual banquet with a few old members 
and friends with a nominal program. A December 2015 Sherlock Holmes 
event at a local library, inspired by BBC Sherlock’s popularity, eventually led 
to the Hansoms running a library discussion group beginning in January 
2017 that continues to this day, hosted by Brad Keefauver and Kathy Carter. 

The Criterion Bar Association — Brenda Rossini and Frankin Saksena 

January 11, 2020 “Diseases in the Canon,” speaker: Dr. Franklin Saksena 

March 7, 2020 “Cross Pollination: Arthur Conan Doyle, Bertram Fletcher Robinson, 
and the Hound of the Baskervilles,” speaker: Ron Levitsky 

October 31, 2020 Poisons in the Canon.” Dr. Franklin Saksena 
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The Criterion Bar Association, a scion society in the Chicago area, was 
organized in 1972 by stalwart female Sherlockians Margaret Smedegaard, 
BSI “Criterion Bar,” with the able assistance of her two spirited sisters, and 
co-founder Debbie Christmann.  

Criterion Bar meetings are COVID-wise and convene virtually, via 
ZOOM. The presentations have whetted the interests of Sherlockians from 
distant locales.  

Dr. Franklin Saksena, BSI “Jonathan Small,” continues leadership in the 
role of Stamford. Ruth Goehmann is Solitary Typist of our quarterly CriBar 
Crier. Included in the year’s content were Crossing the Reichenbach remem-
brances, a study of tropical diseases in the Canon, and Women’s education in 
the 19th and early 20th centuries. In each issue is an original Sherlockian 
crossword puzzle, a Crime puzzle, and a Canonical quiz The Criterion Bar 
is thoroughgoing in keeping the memory of the Master green. 

The Torists International, SS — Brenda Rossini and Robert Sharfman 

June 27, 2020 Donald Zaldin, guest speaker 

September 29, 2020 Detective Matt Savage, guest speaker 

December 27, 2020 Dennis Dobry, BSI, guest speaker 

The Torists International, SS (Sherlockian Society) meets four times a 
year on the 27th of March, June, September, and December. We have been 
meeting for dinner at the Ridgemoor Country Club. Don Izban, one of our 
founding members, has always sponsored our meetings and the club has become 
our home for a number of years. I have forgotten the number or I would 
have set it forth . . . old age etc. 

This year annus horribilis to say the least started for us in March when 
just two days before our March meeting the club experienced a fire which 
caused us to cancel our meeting. This coupled with Covid 19 began the ex-
perience of 2020. You all know the rest of the story. 

Not to be deterred the Torists employed zoom and held our June meeting 
with Donny Zaldin (ably assisted by his grandson) giving a wonderful talk 
on the Cubitt family and The Dancing Men cipher. Donny stayed around 
for a prolonged Q and A. 

It did not go without notice that our attendance at the meeting was 
roughly double what we usually had at our dinners. We have decided to in-
corporate zoom facilities into our regular meetings when they resume and 
enlarge our participation and ability to attract speakers from outside the 
Chicago area. We also signed up many new members. 
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As to the new members, I will mention only two who deserve special no-
tice for two reasons. First Ryder Luneau (my grandson) and Adriana Zayia 
have lowered the average age of our group by at least 10 years. Second, they 
both won first place prizes in the Beacon Society’s Joel R. Senter essay con-
test. A rather noticeable entry into the world of Sherlock Holmes. 

Our September 27th meeting was put off two days due to the Jewish 
high holidays. On September 29th Detective Matt Savage gave our society a 
wonderful talk on fingerprints and forensic evidence. Matt is a detective in 
the Chicago Police Department and proved that you can’t be at the scene of 
a crime and not leave something of yourself behind. 

At this meeting we also decided to support the Beacon Society and its 
purposes by encouraging participation in its essay contest and with fundraising. 
We also decided to establish the “Joe D” award to be given to a law enforce-
ment officer who best exemplifies the example set by The Master. This award 
is named after Joseph DiLeonardi who was a Chicago Police Officer, a homi-
cide detective (see Richard Whittingham, “Joe D: On the Street with a Chicago 
Homicide Cop”) and Superintendent of Police. Of course, he was called by 
Scotland Yard to consult with them on several cases . . . yes, as a consulting 
detective. 

Hopefully our December meeting which usually features “show and tell” 
will have Dennis Dobry show us his replica of “The Digs” he constructed in 
his basement. In the “not-so-good department,” we have had our usual ill-
nesses and losses. But one loss should be mentioned. Tony Citera left us too 
soon. He was a founding member and will be missed . . . 

Pondicherry Lodge (West Central Illinois) — Bill Denham 

January 18, 2020 Meeting: Three Garridebs 

February 15, 2020 Meeting: Lady Frances Carfax 

March 21, 2020 Film: cancelled 

April 18, 2020 Meeting: cancelled 

May 16,2020 Dinner Meeting: cancelled 

July 18, 2020 Meeting: cancelled 

September 19, 2020 Luncheon meeting: cancelled 

October 17, 2020 Meeting: cancelled 

November 21, 2020 Meeting: cancelled 

Pondicherry Lodge is the Sherlock Holmes scion for west central Illinois. 
Initially founded shortly after the conclusion of World War II by a group of 
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Springfield businessmen, it met for a number of years in a downtown 
Springfield hotel, but interest waned and the group disbanded in the mid-
1950s. The scion was revived in the mid-1980s and has been going strong 
ever since. Our “home” case is The Sign of Four, where Pondicherry Lodge is a 
central location. We regularly select a Sherlockian of the Year in our January 
meeting. That member then retains possession of a replica crocodile statue 
which we fondly refer to as the Jonathan Small Travelling Timber-Toe Trophy. 
Again, refer to The Sign of Four (not, The Sign of the Four). 

We meet nine times in the course of the year, taking hiatus in June, August 
and December. Six of those get-togethers occur in a conference room at the 
Springfield Scheels on Saturday mornings. However, we also have a Sherlock 
Holmes film night at a member’s home. We also have two dinner meetings 
(one in Springfield and one in Jacksonville). For every meeting except the 
film night, we discuss one of the Master’s cases. Unfortunately, COVID-19 
intervened, and no meetings were held from March onward. We follow Baring-
Gould’s chronology of novellas first and then cases, looping back to begin 
the cycle again once we reach His Last Bow. We have sometimes substituted 
pastiches, considered Edgar Allan Poe’s mysteries, or other works by Conan 
Doyle (some of his horror stories, for example). Our discussions frequently 
range far and wide and last about 90 minutes. Membership is diverse in 
background and attendance averages a dozen members or more. We advertise 
widely in the local media. 

INDIANA 
The Illustrious Clients of Indianapolis — Steven T. Doyle 

January 11, 2020   Victorian Dinner 

February 22, 2020   “The Blanched Soldier” meeting 

May 9, 2020   Online meeting “The Three Gables” 

June 27, 2020   Annual Summer Field Trip/Hunters Honey Farm 

August 1, 2020   Annual Film Meeting 

September 19, 2020   “The Mazarin Stone” meeting 

October 24, 2020   “The Creeping Man” meeting 

December 5, 2020   Annual Holiday Meeting Online 

The Illustrious Clients managed to maintain an in-person meeting schedule 
through most of this pandemic year. We met in person through February, held 
our first online meeting in May, and then maintained our summer schedule 
of Field Trip and Film Meeting. In the autumn, we followed Indiana guide-
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lines about meetings, and were able to safely meet without incident through 
October. We then held our annual December meeting online.  

The 140 Varieties of Tobacco Ash — Steven T. Doyle 

August 15, 2020  Annual Dinner 

The 140 Varieties of Tobacco Ash met in person for our annual dinner. 
The event began at the Havana Cigar Lounge in Fishers, Indiana for cigars 
and Sherlockian fellowship. Following this, the assembly gathered next door 
at the 1933 Lounge. In addition to the 11 members of the club, we welcomed 
Ann Lewis as special guest. As guest, Ann wore the jewel adorned fez known 
as “The Agra Treasure.” All the rites and rituals of the society were duly  
observed. 

IOWA 
The Younger Stamfords and Theatre-Goers Homeward Bound — David Harnois 

The Younger Stamfords 

September 28, 2020   Spring/Fall meeting via Zoom 

Theatre-Goers Homeward Bound 

Irregular Saturdays since 
April 2020 

Viewing of various movies and television shows 

The Younger Stamfords was founded by Dr. Richard (Dick) Caplan, BSI, 
in 1988, and is currently headed by Monica Schmidt, ASH, BSI. Given the 
nature of 2020, we had to forgo an in-person meeting, and take to Zoom. 
We kicked things off with a social half hour while people filtered in, and 
started the meeting proper with canonical toasts, followed by a presentation 
from Al Dawson entitled “This Has Always Been a City of Literature.” The 
evening concluded with a quiz over ‘The Speckled Band’. The benefit of 
holding our meeting over Zoom was that we were able to welcome Sherlocki-
ans from all over North America, which made for many wonderful additions 
to our meeting. For more information you can visit the groups’ website http:// 
www.icsherlock.org, or contact Monica at youngerstamfords@gmail.com. 

The other activity to come from our neck of the woods was the founding 
of Theatre-Goers Homeward Bound, a Zoom based group that gathers to 
watch Sherlockian, and sometimes Sherlockian adjacent, movies and television 
episodes. Founded by Monica Schmidt, it is a chance for Sherlockians from all 
over the world to come together on most Saturdays for some much-needed 
bonding time in the midst of the pandemic. With our wide variety of titles, 



SHERLOCK IN THE U.S.A. 2020 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   93 

it serves as a refresher for some, and an educational event for others. We’ve 
watched everything from The Great Mouse Detective, The Seven Percent Solution, 
and Crucifer of Blood, to episodes of Miss Sherlock and some episodes of various 
Russian television series. We always have a live chat running during the 
viewings; sometimes they are a chance for critical analysis and trivia, and 
sometimes it reads more like an episode of Mystery Science Theater 3000. But 
it has been a very welcome oasis in the midst of a very trying year. If you’re 
interested in joining us, you can contact Monica via Facebook, or contact 
her at youngerstamfords@gmail.com. 

KANSAS 
The Great Alkali Plainsmen (Greater Kansas City, Kansas and Missouri) — 

Dan Payton 

February 9, 2020 A Review of The Missing Three-Quarter 

October 4, 2020  A Review of Silver Blaze 

December 13, 2020  A Review of The Mazarin Stone 

The Great Alkali Plainsmen was founded in the autumn of 1963 by Ernest 
Willer, Robert Willer and John Altman. After many years of inactivity, Dan 
Payton and Scott Turner restarted the group in June 2018. Generally, we 
meet bimonthly, usually on a Sunday afternoon, in a variety of locales. A 
typical meeting would consist of a Canonical story discussion, a quiz and a 
summary of Sherlockian activities around the country. We always close with 
a reading of “221B” by Vincent Starrett. Our February meeting was led by 
Dan Payton and we discussed MISS. In March, the world went awry and we 
took our own “Great Hiatus”. In October, Scott Turner reviewed SILV for 
us in our first-ever “virtual” scion meeting. In December, Olivia Kirkendall 
ushered the group through MAZA. We normally close our year with our 
annual “Feast of the Blue Carbuncle” dinner celebrating our year together, 
but we will resume that in 2021. We have both a web-site https://alkaliplain 
smen.wixsite.com/greatalkaliplainsmen and a Facebook Page https://www. 
facebook.com/groups/2097385880520851/. 

MARYLAND 
Watson’s Tin Box (Ellicott City) — Kim Ord 

January 26, 2020 The Mycroft 

February 24, 2020 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 
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April 27, 2020  Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

May 25, 2020 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

June 13, 2020 Scintillation of Scions XIII #SOSatHome 

June 29, 2020 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

July 27, 2020 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

August 31, 2020 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

September 21, 2020 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

October 26, 2020 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

November 14, 2020 A Saturday with Sherlock Holmes at the Enoch Pratt Free Library 

November 30, 2020 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

December 28, 2020 Watson’s Tin Box Monthly Meeting 

Watson’s Tin Box was founded by Steve Clarkson, Paul Churchill, Rod 
McCaslin and Kem White in September 1989. Meetings usually occur the last 
Monday of every month. The meeting agenda usually includes introductions, 
a Toast to the Woman given by a member, a themed toast led by the Gasogene, 
announcements, presentation of the Evidence Box, the discussion of the story 
of the month, a presentation, and a quiz on the story of the month. The Evi-
dence Boxes were created by Watson’s Tin Box founder Paul Churchill. Each 
box contains items that were found or created by Paul related to the stories.  

In January, instead of the normal monthly meeting, a potluck lunch was 
held at the East Columbia branch of the Howard County Library. The 
highlights of the meeting were reports on the activities during the BSI 
Birthday Weekend and the Mycroft Quiz. The theme for this year’s Mycroft 
Quiz was Animals in the Canon and contained one question from each story. 
The February meeting was held at Houlihan’s restaurant in Elkridge, MD. 
The March meeting was cancelled due to the beginning of the pandemic. 
The rest of the year meetings were held via Zoom.  

In April, Beth Austin, a long-time member of Watson’s Tin Box passed 
away. She served as Gasogene XII in 2001, Tantulus IV from 2007-2009, and 
Tantulus VII in 2012. She organized the Saturday with Sherlock Holmes at 
the Pratt Library from 2014-2019. Beth founded Irene’s Cabinet, Watson’s 
Tin Box’s annual journal, in 2002 and was the creator of the Mycroft quiz 
for many years. Beth was known for devising fiendishly clever quizzes as 
Tantulus and the Mycroft. 

In June, the annual Scintillation of Scions convention was held via Zoom. 
The presentations included “Sherlock Holmes as a Patient” by Julie McKuras, 
“Hey, Where’s the Fire” by Steve Mason, “Petri Wine and Sherlock 
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Holmes” by Dana Richards, “One of Several International Spies and Secret 
Agents” by Dan Stashower, “The Hound of the 1030s” by Ashley Polasek, 
“Whatever Happened to Baby Rucastle? A Tale of Canonical Lycanthropy” 
by Ray Betzner, and “The Case of the Vitagraph Holmes Or, Cowboy in a 
Deerstalker” by Howard Ostrom. To cap the convention, the 1976 movie The 
Return of the World’s Greatest Detective starring Larry Hagman was shown.  

In November, the Saturday with Sherlock Holmes at the Pratt was held 
via Zoom. This was a joint event with the Six Napoleons of Baltimore and 
the Sherlockians of Baltimore. The program began with a memorial for 
Beth Austin. The presentations included “Sir Leslie Oakshott: Avoiding 
Erysipelas” by Robert Katz, “Henry Baker: A Question of Cubic Capacity” 
by Michael McSwiggen, “Kitty Winter: Victim, Hero, or Pawn” by Deborah 
Clark, “G. Lestrade: Turnabout is Fair Play” by Daniel Thomas, “Jabez Wil-
son” by Brent Morris, “There’s Something About Mary” by Karen Wilson, 
“John Clay/Vincent Spaulding” by Vincent Wright, “Birdy Edwards: Man 
of Action and Multiple Personalities” by Philip Bergem, and “Professor 
James Moriarty: The Professor on the Professor” by Andrew Solberg. 

This year, Watson’s Tin Box celebrated its sixteenth Annual Sherlock 
Holmes Essay Contest for seventh graders in Howard County, Maryland. 
Once again, the Tin Box partnered with Howard County Library System and 
Howard County Public School System. Participating students read “The 
Adventure of the Speckled Band” and wrote essays. Because of the pandemic, 
prizes were hand delivered to the winners’ homes, rather than at the usual 
Holmes Honors awards night. 

For further information please see our website: www.watsonstinbox.org. 

A Scintillation of Scions XIII aka #SOSatHome (Elkridge) — Greg D. Ruby 

June 12, 2020 Cocktail Party 

June 13, 2020 Annual Symposium 

On March 23rd, the organizers of Scintillation made the difficult decision 
to cancel the event due to the pandemic that had just started in our country. 
After several weeks of pouting and second-guessing, they decided to re-
launch the event virtually and announced this on April 20 with great positive 
response from the Sherlockian community. Due to the fantastic response, a 
way was determined to hold a virtual “cocktail party” on Friday night before 
the Saturday symposium, so that attendees could just interact each other. 
Sixteen “bartenders” served virtual Sherlockian themed beverages to over 
125 attendees over the six hours the party was scheduled for (and actually 
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ended after 8 hours, with some hardcore attendees “drinking” and socializing 
for all eight hours. 

Saturday’s virtual symposium kicked off with the ABBA music video of 
“SOS” to allow late arrivals not to miss any of the presentations. Presenta-
tions (and presenters) were Sherlock Holmes as a Patient (Julie McKuras); 
Hey, Where’s the Fire (Steve Mason); Petri Wine and Sherlock Holmes 
(Dana Richards); One of Several International Spies and Secret Agents 
(Daniel Stashower); The Hound of the 1930s (Ashley Polasek); Whatever 
Happened to Baby Rucastle? A Tale of Canonical Lycanthropy (Ray Bet-
zner); and The Case of The Vitagraph Holmes Or, Cowboy in a Deerstalker 
(Howard Ostrom). 

The 300+ attendees from over 13 countries also enjoyed a tongue in cheek 
virtual running of the Silver Blaze (Southern Division), accompanied by a 
video performance of the William Tell Overture done by Spike Jones and 
His City Slickers. The cday oncluded with a screening of the 1976 television 
pilot, The Return of the World’s Greatest Detective starring Larry Hagman. 

The organizers look forward to Scintillation returning to the Sheraton 
BWI Airport Hotel for the weekend of August 6th and 7th, 2021. 

Saturday with Sherlock Holmes at the Pratt (Baltimore) — Greg D. Ruby 

November 14, 2020 Annual Event 

The Six Napoleons of Baltimore, Watson’s Tin Box of Ellicott City and 
the Sherlockians of Baltimore joined together again to sponsor this year’s 
annual program in partnership with the Enoch Pratt Free Library dating 
back to 1980. The program began with welcoming comments by the Gas-
ogenes of the sponsoring scions, followed by a moment of silence for John 
Pforr and Beth Austin, who each headed up the annual event individually 
from 2006 to 2019. Carla Coupe coordinated this year’s program, which was 
attended virtually by over 80 attendees. 

“My Favorite Sherlockian Character” was the theme for this year’s program. 
Favorite characters (and their presenters) were: Sir Leslie Oakshott: Avoid-
ing Erysipelas (Robert Katz); Henry Baker: A Question of Cubic Capacity 
(Michael McSwiggin); Kitty Winter: Victim, Hero, or Pawn (Deborah 
Clark); G. Lestrade: Turnabout is Fair Play (Daniel Thomas); Jabez Wilson 
(Brent Morris); Mary Sutherland: There’s Something About Mary (Karen 
Wilson); John Clay/Vincent Spaulding (Vincent Wright); Birdy Edwards: 
Man of Action and Multiple Personalities (Phillip Bergem); and Professor 
James Moriarty: The Professor on the Professor (Andrew Solberg). 
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Plans are underway for the 42nd annual program to be held in November 
2021 and hopefully to return in person. 

Sherlockians of Baltimore — Greg D. Ruby 

March 21, 2020 Meeting: Canceled due to Pandemic 

April 4, 2020 Virtual Social Hour 

May 9, 2020 Virtual Meeting: A Scandal in Bohemia 

August 22, 2020 Virtual Meeting: The Five Orange Pips 

November 21, 2020 Virtual Meeting: The Hound of the Baskerville 

December 19, 2020 Virtual Meeting and Social Hour 

December 26, 2020 Virtual Book Discussion: Poe’s “The Purloined Letter” 

2020 was an interesting year for the Sherlockians of Baltimore in that the 
pandemic 

Robert J. Stek was to present on “How to Observe Like Sherlock Holmes” 
at the March 31st mob which had to be cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions. His presentation was later published in the 2020 edition of The 
Newspapers, the annual journal published by the SOBs. 

The SOBs gathered virtually on April 4 to just check in with each other 
and to experiment with Zoom, which would prove to be a valuable lifeline to 
many Sherlockians worldwide 

Author Bradley Harper gave a presentation that brought in his past ex-
perience as a pathologist into account at the May 9th mob, which 29 Sher-
lockians attended virtuall. 

Forty-nine Sherlockians assembled for the August 22nd mob which fea-
tured Linda and Terry Hunt presenting on “Baltimore Boys: the Morley 
Brothers in Charm City” on the trio of brothers who led to the formation of 
the Baker Street Irregulars. This was followed by a story discussion and quiz 
on FIVE. 

“The Footprints to and of a Giant Hound” was Charles Prepolec’s 
presentation to the 76 Sherlockians at the November 21st mob. This paper 
is being adapted for the 2021 edition of The Newspapers. HOUN was then 
the subject of the story discussion and quiz. 

Roger Johnson joined 94 Sherlockians at the December 19th mob as he 
presented “Conan Doyle, Sherlock Holmes, and the Blackheath Connection.” 
No story discussion or quiz was conducted to allow for some conversation 
and interaction among the attendees. 

All who attend a SOB mob are automatically considered as a member 
(SOB) and if they prepare a quiz, presentation or lead a story discussion, 
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they become a Certified SOB with the investiture of a Baltimore-based 
theme. Congratulations to the 2020 class of Certified SOBs:  

Bob Stek (Ogden Nash) 
Bradley Harper (Cal Ripken, Jr.) 
Linda and Terry Hunt (The Duke and Duchess of Windsor) 
Steve Mason (London Fog) 
Dana Richards (Frank Zappa) 
Charles Prepolec (The Horse You Came In On Saloon) 
Rich Kriscunias (Al Kaline) 
Warren Nast (Memorial Stadium) 
Roger Johnson (Fort McHenry) 

The Sherlockians of Baltimore look forward to dining in person at Sabati-
no’s sometime in 2021 but will continue to meet virtually monthly until then. 
Those interested in details can go to https://www.sherlockbaltimore.com/ 
for the latest information. 

Silver Blaze (Southern Division; Laurel) — Greg D. Ruby 

June 14, 2020 Annual Event (canceled due to Pandemic) 

Plans to hold the 2020 running of the Silver Blaze (Southern Division) were 
upended by the pandemic and the Governor of Maryland’s orders prohibiting 
public gatherings. In lieu of an actual race this year, a virtual “race” was held 
during the intermission of this year’s online A Scintillation of Scions. Plans 
are being developed to celebrate in 2021 the 50th anniversary of the first 
running that Peter E. Blau organized in 1971. 

Six Napoleons of Baltimore — Greg D. Ruby 

March 9, 2020 Meeting: The Adventure of the Retired Colourman 

June 15, 2020 Virtual Meeting: The Adventure of the Three Garridebs 

September 14, 2020 Virtual Meeting: The Man with the Twisted Lip 

December 14, 2020 Virtual Meeting: The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle 

The Six Napoleons kicked off 2020 with Harker William Stacy taking 
the reins for the March 9th meeting as Gasogene, Greg Ruby who was out 
of town. S. Brent Morris presented “Matters Mathematical,” speculating 
why Professor James Moriarty turned to a life of crime. The 16 Napoleons 
in attendance then witnessed Morris installed as Napoleon CCLXXI. 

Twenty-four Sherlockians joined in the first virtual meeting of the Six 
Napoleons via Zoom on June 15, an event that the six gentlemen attending 
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our first meeting in 1946 would never have dreamed possible. Harold 
Goodman was installed as Napoleon CCLXXII after his presentation of 
“Mormonism and Arthur Conan Doyle.” A brief Standing on the Terrace 
was held in memory of Beth Austin, Napoleon CCLXIX, who had passed 
away since our last meeting. 

September 14 was the Six Napoleons’ next virtual meeting with 48 at-
tendees hearing Carla Coupe presenting on “‘A Large-Scale Map, I Presume’ 
— A brief history of Ordnance Survey Maps.” After her presentation, Carla 
was installed as Napoleon CCLXXIII. Ashley Polasek then talked about her 
experiences as a technical advisor to the film Enola Holmes which would 
premiere within the week. 

The Six Napoleons were pleased again to be a sponsor the “Saturday with 
Sherlock Holmes” program at the Enoch Pratt Free Library on November 
14, a role the scion has enjoyed since the annual program began in 1980 at 
the behest of the late Napoleon, Phillip Sherman, BSI. 

The last virtual meeting of 2020 for the Six Napoleons was held on Decem-
ber 14 with Julie McKuras presenting “Pick a Number, Pick Any Number, 
Dr. Watson” and speculating on whom was the good doctor’s second wife to 
the 50 attendees. 

While it always 1895 to Sherlockians, the Six Napoleons are now on social 
media. They can be followed on Twitter as @The6Napoleons and found on 
both Facebook and YouTube if you search for the Six Napoleons of Balti-
more, Maryland. 

We eagerly anticipate the return to face-to-face meetings in 2021 as we 
look forward to celebrating our 75th anniversary on September 11, 2021. 

MICHIGAN 
The Ribston-Pippins — Regina Stinson 

January 25, 2020  The Speckled Band 

May 23, 2020  Zoom meeting: The Resident Patient 

July 11, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Noble Bachelor 

September 19, 2020 (In person) Picnic at Royal Oak Historical Museum 

The Ribston-Pippins was founded in 1988 by Regina Stinson, who con-
tinues to serve as Gasogene. Meetings usually occur on the second or third 
Saturday every other month. Normally, we have a meet and greet session for 
the first half hour after which the Gasogene begins the meeting. Announce-
ments are made and new members welcomed. We begin with a short ice-
breaker in the form of a game called “Crack the Case” that gives members an 



SHERLOCK IN THE U.S.A. 2020 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   100 

opportunity to be detectives by solving a mystery with limited clues. There is 
a presentation on a topic either related to the story or to Holmes, in general. 
That is followed by a brief story discussion and a quiz. Lastly, we give toasts 
using sparkling apple cider in test tubes to characters in the story of the 
evening. 

2020 has been an unusual year for everyone. We began with our regular 
meeting in January, but were blindsided by the pandemic just before our 
March meeting and forced to cancel it. In May, we had our first ever Zoom 
meeting, which went very well and was repeated in July. Our September 
meeting has traditionally been a picnic, which is held outdoors. We were 
able to do that safely in person. Unfortunately, because of the restrictions on 
indoor dining, our anniversary dinner, which is normally held in November, 
is being postponed until further notice. 

MINNESOTA 
The Norwegian Explorers — Julie McKuras, with Phil Bergem, Tom Gottwalt, 

Ray Riethmeier, and Richard Sveum 

January 18, 2020  Study Group: The Problem of Thor Bridge 

January 26, 2020 Baker Street West 

February 20, 2020 Study Group: The Adventure of the Blanched Soldier 

June 20, 2020 Virtual Study Group: Gahan Wilson’s “Everybody’s Favorite Duck” 

September 19, 2020 Virtual Study Group: Shoscombe Old Place 

October 17, 2020 Virtual Study Group: The Three Garridebs 

November 21, 2020 Virtual Study Group: The Disappearance of Lady Frances Carfax 

December 3, 2020 Annual Dinner (virtual) 

December 19, 2020 Virtual Study Group: The Illustrious Client 

2020 started out as a promising year for the Norwegian Explorers. Our 
monthly study group, hosted by a rotating group of moderators, began on 
January 18th to discuss “The Problem of Thor Bridge.” In late January our 
annual “Baker Street West” dinner was held at Keiran’s Irish Pub and featured 
reports from those who attended the New York birthday weekend. The Feb-
ruary study group met on February 20th with “The Adventure of the 
Blanched Soldier” as the subject. 

It wasn’t long afterwards that “the world went all awry.” The remaining 
Spring study group meetings were cancelled and as with many other scions 
we turned to Zoom for subsequent events beginning with the June 20th study 
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group where Gahan Wilson’s “Everybody’s Favorite Duck” was discussed. 
After a summer hiatus, the fall study groups resumed with examinations of 
“The Adventure of Shoscombe Old Place” on September 19th, “The Ad-
venture of the Three Garridebs” on October 17th, and “The Disappearance 
of Lady Frances Carfax” on November 21st. As the year closed our virtual 
Annual Dinner was held. President Tom Gottwalt reviewed the past year. Our 
traditional toasts, addresses,and reports were presented. The board election 
was held, and friends John Pforr and Susan Rice were remembered. Rob 
Nunn was the featured speaker and presented an entertaining talk about 
teaching school-age children about Holmes. One highlight of our annual 
dinner is the debut of the popular Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual. 
Co-editor Ray Riethmeier selected “Games are Afoot” as the theme for the 
year. The call for papers was sent out in April, resulting in 16 entertaining 
essays, pastiches, poems, and puzzles contributed by members. Given that 
both the Explorers’ Annual Dinner and the January New York festivities were 
virtual this year, the Explorers Board decided to send copies of the Annual 
to all members instead of distributing them solely to dinner attendees. As the 
packets for the BSI Annual Dinner and the Gaslight Gala were electronic, a 
PDF copy was made, incorporating color illustrations, and sent to organizers 
for inclusion. Extra hardcopies are available for collecting completists. Contact 
co-editor Phil Bergem at pgbergem@gmail.com for details. Sigerson Awards 
were given to those who contributed to the Annual. Activities for the year 
ended with the December 19th Study Group with “The Adventure of the 
Illustrious Client” as the selected story. 

Editor Phil Bergem published three issues of our newsletter Explorations 
which contained virtual meeting reports, book reviews, articles on various 
subjects, and creative essays. One article of particular interest in the Fall is-
sue was “Frederic Dorr Steele Memorial” authored by Burt Wolder and An-
drew Malec about the desire to raise funds to purchase a marker for Steele’s 
resting place. We’re very pleased that the Explorers made a sizeable donation 
to this successful project. 

We remain hopeful that 2021 will allow us to meet in person and look 
forward to further news about The International Exhibition of Sherlock 
Holmes tentatively scheduled for next year at the Minnesota History Center. 
2022 is also the year for the next Minnesota Triennial Sherlock Holmes Con-
ference. Depending on pandemic restrictions no date has been set yet, but we 
will plan to meet either virtually online or hopefully in person at the Elmer 
L. Andersen Library at the University of Minnesota. The conference will again 
be sponsored by the Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota, the Friends of the 
Sherlock Holmes Collections, and the University of Minnesota Libraries.  
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MISSOURI 
The Parallel Case of St. Louis — Rob Nunn 

January 11, 2020 Meeting: The Final Problem 

April 11, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Hound of the Baskervilles 

May 9, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Empty House 

July 11, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Norwood Builder 

August 8, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Dancing Men 

September 12, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Solitary Cyclist 

October 10, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Priory School 

November 14, 2020 Zoom meeting: Black Peter 

December 12, 2020 Zoom meeting: Charles Augustus Milverton 

The Parallel Case of St. Louis was founded by Joe Eckrich, BSI, in 1988. 
We meet on the second Saturday of every other month to discuss a particular 
story, share news, discuss Sherlockiana, and host giveaways. The format is 
similar to a book club that encourages everyone to share their thoughts on 
that month’s story. 

2020 started off with The Parallel Case of St. Louis moving to a larger 
location to accommodate our growing numbers. But after our first meeting, 
we went virtual like so many other groups. We typically meet every other 
month, but our virtual meetings were proving so popular with local Sher-
lockians and folks from around America as well as other countries, that we 
doubled our meeting regularity to help Sherlockians stay connected. It was 
great to interact with so many like-minded friends this year. 

We also saw some great Sherlockian blog posts from Parallel Case mem-
bers this year (http://parallelogramstl.blogspot.com/). They ranged from a 
medical view of the Canon to how Ghostbusters ties to The Hound of the 
Baskervilles. These topics just go to show what a wide-ranging group of folks 
Sherlockians really are! This year we were slated to have our second Holmes 
in the Heartland weekend, but Covid required that it be cancelled. 

March: The Terror of the Hound of the Baskervilles by Heather Hinson 
April: The Adventure of the Baffled Critic by William R. Cochran 
April: Can We Trust the Canon? By Tom Crammond 
April: Holmes, Heroic, Hiatus: A Man to Match the Swiss Mountains 

by Gordon Speck 
May: A Short But Interesting Visit by Ed Moorman 
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July: The World View of Robert Downey Jr.’s Sherlock Holmes by Kevin 
Letts 

July: Jonas Oldacre: Norwood Builder by Rich Krisciunas 
August: What Gun Did Abe Slaney Use in The Norwood Builder by 

Michael W. 
October: Scriptor Subpono: The Solitary Cyclist by Andrew Basford 
November: Medical Musings from the Canon by Srini Raghavan 
December: 2020: An Unparalleled Year by Rob Nunn 
You can stay in touch with The Parallel Case of St. Louis through our 

website (https://parallelcasestl.wixsite.com/home), Facebook page (https:// 
www.facebook.com/parallelcasestl), and Twitter (@ParallelCaseSTL), or join 
our mailing list by sending an email to parallelcasestl@gmail.com. 

NEBRASKA 
Omaha Sherlockian Society — Stanley Wileman Jr. 

January 11, 2020 Sherlock’s birthday meeting. Nicholas Meyer’s book “The Adventure of 
the Peculiar Protocols” Part One: England 

February 8, 2020 Nicholas Meyer’s book “The Adventure of the Peculiar Protocols” Part 
Two: Russia 

March 14, 2020 NO MEETING 

April 11, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Adventure of the Devil’s Foot 

May 9, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Adventure of the Dancing Men 

June 13, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Adventure of the Retired Colourman 

July 11, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Adventure of Charles Augustus Milverton 

August 8, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Adventure of the Six Napoleons 

September 12, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Problem of Thor Bridge 

October 10, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Adventure of the Priory School 

November 14, 2020 Zoom meeting: Annual Celebration of the Society’s Founding 

December 12, 2020 Zoom meeting: The Adventure of Shoscombe Old Place 

The Omaha Sherlockian Society was organized by Carl Wirth in October 
2010. The group became a scion society of the BSI on October 24, 2016. 
Regular meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month. They usu-
ally begin with notes of recent events of interest to Sherlockians, and then 
proceed to a discussion of either a story from the Canon, or a pastiche. The 
order in which the stories from the Canon are currently covered is as identi-
fied in Baring-Gould’s “The Annotated Sherlock Holmes . . .” 
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The society additionally has an annual dinner meeting, usually in October, 
to celebrate its founding. One or more members make presentations at the 
dinner. 

Some society members also participated in other events. In particular, 
some often took advantage of various other Sherlockian events using Zoom. 

The society also adopted an official lapel pin during the year, with great 
help from member Bob Bernier. As expected, all of the society’s activities 
after February were restricted to virtual venues, particularly meetings using 
Zoom. With the exception of the March meeting, the group still met every 
month, and will continue to do so. The expectation, and hope, is that we will 
soon be able to meet as a group, physically. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
The Sherlock Holmes Club of the Upper Valley (Hanover) — Tom Brydges 

January 10, 2020 Birthday Celebration; Ann McClellan on SH Fan Fiction 

February 11, 2020 Gary Johnson ‘Bicycles with an SH/ACD Spin’ 

April 2, 2020 John Tiholiz reviewing Arthur and George 

April 23, 2020 Paul Etkind reviewing The Napoleon of Crime 

May 14, 2020 Jeff Bradway offering an alternative explanation of SCAN 

June 18, 2020 Monica Schmidt ‘SH and Sociopathy and Psychopathy’ 

September 11, 2020 Steve Mason ‘It Wasn’t All Rosy in 1895 London’ 

October 15, 2020 Julie McKuras on SH Disguises in various media 

November 18, 2020 JoAnn Alberstat ‘ACD and the Ghost Ship’ 

December 14, 2020 Holiday Gathering 

As we all know COVID times have plenty of downsides, but as the saying 
goes, when all you have are lemons, make lemonade. And our lemonade was 
very refreshing. We started our fifteenth year in person, then had our first 
Zooms with club members presenting, and then enjoyed prominent Sherlock-
ian speakers whom we could never have brought to our area.  

We began 2020 with our traditional Birthday pub lunch featuring toasts 
followed by Ann McClellan, author of Sherlock’s World: Fan Fiction and the 
Reimagining of BBC’s Sherlock, speaking about her book and other aspects of 
SH fan fiction. 

Going back to a regular monthly meeting, member Gary Johnson focused 
on the place of the bicycle in Victorian times, including the impact it had for 
young women and young couples. 
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After that, COVID struck and virtual meetings were in order, beginning 
with book reviews by members John Tiholiz and Paul Etkind: the story of 
ACD’s own detective work and advocacy for George Edalji, and that of the 
amazing criminal Adam Worth, said to be the inspiration for Moriarty. 

By then we had realized the opportunity of remote and excellent speakers: 
Jeff Bradway offered his take on SCAN, crediting Irene Adler with what 

proved to be a successful plan in using SH to convince the King that she was 
no longer a threat. 

Monica Schmidt addressed Sherlock’s mental health, showing us, happily, 
that he did not meet the requirements for a clinical diagnosis of either socio-
path or psychopath. 

Steve Mason focused on the street pollution which is missing in the stories 
and films. Think horses, lots and lots of horses. 

Julie McKuras treated us to the many disguises described in the canon, 
and interpreted in drawings, plays, films and TV. 

JoAnn Alberstat fascinated us with the true story which was the back-
ground of ACD’s 1884 story, J. Habakuk Jephson’s Statement.  

Each of these presentations was followed by enjoyable discussion with 
many taking part. But we decided it was time for a more informal session. 
So, for our Holiday Gathering, participants related their favorite canon pas-
sages and other canon attractions, and why they appealed.  

Looking back, we see a year which certainly met our aims of fun and 
learning from activities related to SH. And though we are eager to resume 
in-person meetings with their social benefits, we anticipate also having 
Zoom meetings which add an entirely new and welcome dimension to our 
club, wonderful speakers, and also being able to welcome members of other 
clubs to our meetings. 

For more information or to join the mailing list, please contact Tom 
Brydges at tombrydges3@gmail.com. 

The Monadnock Sherlockians (Keene) — Anna Behrens 

January 11, 2020 A Study in Scarlet (Part 1): Discussion and Read Aloud (in person) 

February 21, 2020 The Dancing Men: Discussion and Read Aloud, and decipher codes 
from members (in person) 

April 4, 2020  Rehearsal of member’s adaptation of Twain’s A Double-Barreled De-
tective — “Sherlock Holmes Meets Mark Twain” (via Zoom)  

May 2, 2020   Zoom Performance of Sherlock Holmes Meets Mark Twain  

July 23, 2020 Charles Augustus Milverton — Discussion and Read Aloud (via Zoom) 

August 14, 2020 The Six Napoleons — Discussion and Read Aloud (via zoom)  
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September 25, 2020 The Three Students — Discussion and Read Aloud (via Zoom) 

October 23, 2020 The Golden Pince-Nez — Discussion and Read Aloud (via Zoom) 

November 13, 2020 Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Christmas Carol (Read Aloud via 
Zoom) 

December 11, 2020 The Blue Carbuncle — Discussion and Read Aloud (via Zoom) 

The Monadnock Sherlockians began in 2016, and meet monthly in my 
home in lovely Keene, NH. Since the pandemic, we have shifted to monthly 
zoom meetings. Each month, we discuss a story in the canon, in order of its 
publication. We take turns introducing the stories and provide some back-
ground for each story. We are a creative and theatrical group, so we of-ten 
perform dramatic readings of the stories. A member wrote an adaptation of 
Mark Twain’s A Double-Barreled Detective, where Holmes himself appears. 
We performed this as a Zoom play, which was great fun! We also did a 
reading of the play Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Christmas Carol to 
get us into the holiday “spirit.” 

In previous years, we took several field trips, including a glorious day at 
The Gillette Castle, and an overnight stay at the historic Kipling House in 
Vermont where ACD spent some time visiting his friend Rudyard in 1894. 
We have also had a Sherlock Holmes themed costume party one Halloween, 
and of course we have a Victorian dinner each December with Sherlockian 
games and prizes. Our group is open to both novice and seasoned Sherlockians. 

For more information, contact Anna Behrens at abbehrens@gmail.com 
or visit our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/The-Monadnock-
Sherlockian-108479030925744/. 

NEW YORK 
The Hudson Valley Sciontists — Lou Lewis 

The Hudson Valley Sciontists was founded in 1972 by Judge Albert 
Rosenblatt, Dr. Julia Carlson Rosenblatt, and a few other likeminded Sher-
lockians. Since about 1986, the scion has been guided by Lou Lewis, BSI 
(“William Whyte”) and Candace J. Lewis, BSI (“A Little Art Jargon “) and 
ASH. We have about 100 members and typically have 50 or 60 of them join 
us for dinner in the Spring and Fall at Vassar College’s Alumnae House. 
These are occasions for the presentation of learned papers, musical perfor-
mances, and the presenting of playlets based on the story of the day. Sadly, 
as is well known, 2020 was a year of living dangerously so the usual meetings 
were eschewed while we were all “hunkered down” waiting for a vaccine.  

As a result: There were no regular meetings! 
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The Mycroft Holmes Society of Syracuse — Carol Cavalluzzi 

January 2020 Members attended the BSI weekend events in NYC 

September 9, 2020 Zoom meeting 

September 12, 2020 Zoom meeting 

September 19, 2020 Zoom meeting 

September 26, 2020 Zoom meeting 

The Mycroft Holmes Society of Syracuse began in 1971 when Gerry Clark 
placed an ad in a local Syracuse newspaper asking if anyone was interested in 
forming a Sherlockian group. He received five replies — Randal Brune, Pro-
fessor of English Literature at Syracuse University, Constantine Evans, BSI, 
Brune’s Graduate Assistant, Lawrence Siegfield a Journalism Professor at 
Syracuse University, and Eileen Snyder at the time a housewife later a  
Librarian at SU. 

Four of the five met on March 31, 1971 at 2:00 P M in Brune’s office 
founding the Mycroft Holmes Society. Participants included Brune, Clark, 
Evans, and Siegfield. By the first public meeting, April, 1971, the error of 
their ways (by the four men) was corrected and Eileen Snyder was deemed a 
founding member. The Mycroft Holmes Society of Syracuse is still active 
today in the Sherlockian World, although three of the founding members, 
Brune, Siegfield, and Snyder have passed beyond the Reichenbach Falls. 

Eileen Snyder was the driving force for the Mycroftians. As Correspond-
ing Secretary, she organized meetings, sent out notices, and recruited new 
members wherever she went. Carol Cavalluzzi took over her duties upon her 
death in 1991. The Mycroftians have continued many of the traditions Eileen 
started. Even though the group that attends is smaller now, they are lively 
and everyone participates. 

The Mycroft Holmes Society meets most months September through 
June in the Community Library of Dewitt and Jamesville New York. We are 
a pay-as-you-go organization, because no dues are collected. Meetings are 
opened with Starrett’s 221b and there are various presentations, discussions, 
show and tell, and movies. In August, a group has a picnic and sees a local 
presentation of a mystery play. Several members attend the BSI events 
throughout the year and look forward to meeting old friends again and making 
new friends. 

The year 2020 started off as many others, but ended very differently, as 
we did not expect a pandemic to interrupt our usual schedule. In January, 
two couples, Elaine and Joe Coppola and Anna and Donald Bridy, attended 
many BSI events in NYC. The doldrums of February were held at bay when 
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a quiz was sent out to all members of MHS to help keep their Sherlockian 
brains working. A Sherlockian problem to solve was sent out to the members 
in March. In the month of April, Elaine and Joe Coppola sent a challenge in 
the form of a picture of a jigsaw puzzle they completed. The picture included 
clues to many of the stories from the Canon. The object was to identify as 
many of the stories as possible. This was complicated by — not having the 
puzzle in front of us, it was sent digitally and even magnified to the screen it 
was nearly impossible to get a clear sense of the clues. No one found all of 
the answers, but one couple found quite a few. The members of the Mycroft 
Holmes Society took a summer break from May thru August to quarantine 
due to COVID-19. Getting out into the fresh air even if it was only on our 
own property. Some members met at a local Inn to dine outdoors. In Septem-
ber, we held weekly meetings on Zoom for some long standing and devoted 
Mycroftians. George Vanderburgh spent October digitizing a Mycroftian 
publication and several members assisted with editing before its release. The 
Mycroftians spent November planning our upcoming 50th Anniversary Cele-
bration for 2021. And December had us sending out more games and puzzles 
to our members. Joe Coppola sent out from the Crew of the Barque Lone 
Star Society, Steve Mason’s packet. 

For more information, please contact Carol Cavalluzzi, ASH, the Corre-
sponding Secretary MHS at cacavall@outlook.com.  

The Priory Scholars (NYC) — Nick Martorelli 

April 18, 2020  Priory Scholars meeting (canceled) 

July 11, 2020  Priory Scholars meeting on The Yellow Face (via Zoom) 

October 17, 2020  Priory Scholars meeting on Thor Bridge (via Zoom) 

The Priory Scholars of New York City was founded in 1954 by Chris 
Steinbrunner, and is now overseen by Nick Martorelli, Headmaster. Our 
Saturday luncheon meetings are traditionally held 3 times a year, but 2020 
challenged us all, and our first meeting was canceled before we successfully 
pivoted to holding meetings on Zoom. Our faculty rose to the challenge, 
and we held two successful meetings during the remainder of the year. I am 
proud and happy to report that our scholars have risen to the task, and the 
group discussions of the story at hand (always a highlight of the scion) have 
been as insightful, thought-provoking, and spirited as any we held in person. 

It was important to me that virtual Priory meetings have the same energy 
as the in-person ones, barring the obvious concessions to the online format, 
and the group has managed to come shining into the virtual age. Not only 
did we keep the spirit of our meetings largely intact, but the online nature 
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allowed attendees all over the country to attend, including a large number of 
folks who were either attending their first Priory meeting, or their first Sher-
lockian meeting at all! (It is always a delight when our group can be some-
one’s gateway into the larger Sherlockian world.) Some of the traditional 
elements of our meetings had to be sacrificed to the new format, including 
the trips to the bar, the homework assignments, and most notably the rousing 
rendition of our school song (the first Zoom-based performance of which 
could be described as bleat, unmitigated bleat.) But our toasts endured and 
increased, among them poetical offerings to Pipes, Masks, Effie Munroe’s 
First Husband, and Dr. Watson’s Tin Dispatch Box. The quiz at each meet-
ing has become a multimedia affair, and although we still offer prizes for top 
scorers, most people are satisfied to play the game for the game’s own sake. 
Or perhaps they just don’t need more Sherlockian ephemera around their 
homes.  

Either way, the Priory Scholars are looking forward to next year, when we 
will add a fourth meeting to our online course catalog, gathering virtually for 
the first time on February 20th. Our meetings are free to attend, although 
we have been taking donations and passing that money along to The 
Churchill Tavern, our usual meeting place in Manhattan, in hopes they will 
weather this crisis and be there when we are able to return. More infor-
mation about the group, as well as our 2021 meeting schedule, can be found 
at https://prioryscholarsnyc.wordpress.com/, on Twitter (@PrioryNYC), or 
via an email sent to PrioryNYC@gmail.com. 

The Three Garridebs of Westchester County — Troy Reynolds 

February 1, 2020 The Dancing Men 

November 7, 2020 The Beryl Coronet 

December 27, 2020 The Blue Carbuncle 

It’s safe to say that since the scion’s founding in 1973, the Three Garridebs 
of Westchester County, New York, has never seen a year like 2020. The 
Garridebs’ normal schedule includes five regular meetings and two special 
luncheons each year. The plans for 2020 were significantly curtailed, however, 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The regularly scheduled first meeting of the 
year was held on February 1 at the Hastings-on-Hudson Library, where 25 
Sherlockians gathered in-person to discuss “The Dancing Men” and celebrate 
the Master’s birthday. 

The meeting started on a sad note as the attendees took a moment to stand 
on the terrace for Bob Thomalen, an early member and longtime officer of 
the Garridebs who had passed beyond the Reichenbach in December. 
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Among his many accomplishments, Bob had founded Prescott’s Press, the 
scion’s magazine, in 1978, editing the publication for the next few years. 
Although he had not been active in the group for some time, he was well 
remembered. After several tributes to Bob, it was time for the traditional toasts, 
followed by Quizmaster Paul Astle’s always challenging story quiz and the 
voluntary paper presentations. Scholarship has always been an important 
part of the scion, and members are encouraged to present short papers at 
every regular meeting. Whimsy is also a hallmark of the group, and since the 
following day was Groundhog Day, there were a few appropriately themed 
games as well. Other portions of the meeting included Show-and-Tell, a 
discussion about the month’s story, and the enjoyment of Sherlock’s birthday 
cake. 

The next several meetings were canceled because of the health crisis, and 
the Garridebs did not meet again until November, this time via Zoom. The 
featured story was “The Beryl Coronet,” and while Zoom is not the scion’s 
preferred method of gathering, it does allow for most of the normal activities. 
Toasts, quizzes, and papers were easily adapted to the virtual setting, while 
Show-and-Tell items that are too delicate or too large to bring to a normal 
meeting could easily be shared. As an added benefit, Zoom allowed members 
who live too far away to attend regular meetings to take part. The game for 
the meeting was a modified version of Facts in Five, with a Sherlockian focus. 

Although not the traditional luncheon, the scion did host a Blue Carbun-
cle meeting in December to wrap up the year. A virtual meal is no substitute 
for the feast that is normally part of the event, but attendees were treated to 
a paper on Victorian Christmas foods. For the discussion, the group com-
pared the Canonical text and the Jeremy Brett version. After a game of 
Sherlockian Jeopardy!, the meeting concluded with a recording of former 
Garridebs officer William P. Schweickert reading “A Long Evening With 
Holmes.” 

Learn more about the Three Garridebs’ upcoming events at http:// 
3garridebs.homestead.com. 

The Grillparzer Club of the Hoboken Free State — Harrison and Linda Hunt 

April 25, 2020 Morley 130th Birthday Lunch (cancelled) 

May 17, 2020 Centennial, Morley Arrival in Roslyn Estates (cancelled) 

August 22, 2020 Zoom program, The Morley Brothers in Baltimore 

November 8, 2020 Morley 130th-and-a-Half Birthday Zoom 
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The Grillparzer Club of the Hoboken Free State was organized in 2013 
to commemorate the redoubtable Christopher Morley, Rhodes Scholar, author, 
bon vivant and founder of the Baker Street Irregulars. The Club is named 
after two of Morley’s creations in the 1920s. It normally meets over a three-
hour lunch once a year on a weekend close to Morley’s birthday, May 5. The 
group alternates gathering in Hoboken, New Jersey with going to other 
places of significance to Morley such as Roslyn, Long Island, Haverford, 
Pennsylvania, and Manhattan. It issues a newsletter, “The Bowling Green,” 
and an occasional journal, Hoboken Nights. 

As with all groups this year, the COVID pandemic affected our schedule. 
The Club’s birthday lunch had been planned for April 25 in Philadelphia with 
Steve Rothman as speaker, but had to be cancelled. Likewise, ceremonies 
marking the hundredth anniversary of the Morley family’s move to Roslyn 
Estates, Long Island in May, in which the Club was participating, were 
called off. Following these disappointments, as virtual meetings became the 
norm, the Club was actually able to expand its usual activities. At the request 
of Greg Ruby, in August we presented a PowerPoint program about Christo-
pher Morley and his brothers growing up in Baltimore for the Sherlockians 
of Baltimore.  

Three months later, with the technical help of Monica Schmidt, the Club 
sponsored a Christopher Morley 130th-and-a-Half Birthday celebration 
featuring a virtual tour of Morley’s Roslyn utilizing vintage photos. This 
Zoom meeting included members from as far afield as Minnesota and Iowa, 
the Caicos Islands, Scotland and Greece. Toward the end of the year, the 
Club prepared and publicized a virtual tour of Christopher Morley’s Hoboken 
as a substitute for 2021 BSI Weekend’s annual Morley Walk. 

OHIO 
The Tankerville Club (Cincinnati) — Dan Andriacco 

March 6, 2020 Winter Meeting: “The Man with the Twisted Lip”  

April 18, 2020 Annual Spring Party — Canceled due to COVID-19  

June 26, 2020 Spring Meeting: “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” — via Zoom  

September 18, 2020 Summer Meeting: “The Adventure of the Engineeer’s Thumb” — via 
Zoom 

December 12, 2020 Autumn Meeting: “The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle” — via Zoom  

The Tankerville Club of Cincinnati was founded in 1976 by Paul D. 
Herbert, BSI, as Official Secretary. Paul passed beyond the Reichenbach in 
2018 and was succeeded (but not replaced) by Dan Andriacco, who holds 
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the new title of Most Scandalous Member. The Tankerville is the only club 
mentioned in the Canon twice: Sherlock Holmes saved Major Prendergast 
“in the Tankerville Club scandal” (FIVE) and Col. Sebastian Moran was a 
member (EMPT).  

In a normal year, Col. Moran’s fellow members meet quarterly in the 
Cincinnati — Northern Kentucky area for dinner and typical scion society 
activities. These include toasts, a quiz, a story discussion (proceeding through 
the Canon in Doubleday order), sometimes a speaker, a show-and-tell of 
recent Sherlockian acquisitions, reports by members who have attended 
Sherlockian events elsewhere, an auction of books for the benefit of two 
memorial funds (the Paul D. Herbert Founder’s Fund and the R. Joel Senter 
Sr. Fund) that support club activities, and a reading of “221B.”  

This was, of course, not a normal year. Our last conventional dinner meeting 
was March 6, a little more than a week before the state of Ohio shut down 
dining at restaurants because of the global COVID-19 pandemic. The spring 
party scheduled for April at the home of Most Scandalous Member and Spark-
ing Plug (Ann Brauer Andriacco) was canceled. When restaurants reopened 
in the state, groups of more than 10 were prohibited, so the Tankerville 
Club — like most of the Sherlockian universe — moved to Zoom. 

The online format was an advantage in June as we celebrated the 30th 
anniversary of the Tankerville Club’s radio play production of “The Adventure 
of the Speckled Band.” Members performed the play at a club meeting in 
1990, sound effects and all. Amazingly, all but one of the actors involved are 
still members of the club. The late R. Joel Senter, Sr. was the producer and 
recorded the event, while his wife, Carolyn, produced the sound effects. We 
played that recording, enhanced with Power Point illustrations put together 
by Sparking Plug, at the June 26, 2020 meeting, 

Rich Krisciunas enlivened the discussion of “The Adventure of the Engi-
neer’s Thumbs” on Sept. 18 with an illustrated presentation about the Sheldon 
Reynolds / Ronald Howard Sherlock Holmes TV series of the 1950s. An episode 
called “The Case of the Shoeless Engineer” was based on the Canonical story 
of the evening.  

We took up “The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle” on Dec. 11, out of 
Doubleday order but very much in-season for the holidays. Monica Schmidt 
and Mike McSwiggin each contributed their special insights about that pivot-
al character of the tale, Mr. Henry Baker. 

Club activities are chronicled in The Tankerville Times, emailed quarterly 
as a continuation of the communique launched by the Official Secretary in 
Spring 1981. And whatever the future may bring, there will be much to 
chronicle in the years ahead.  
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The Stormy Petrels of Maumee Bay (Toledo) — Mark McGovern 
January 2020  The Annual Master’s Dinner at Carraba’s restaurant in Maumee, Ohio 

February 15, 2020 Monthly meeting cancelled due to the COVID-19 scourge. 

March 2020 Monthly meeting cancelled due to the COVID-19 scourge. 

April 2020 Monthly meeting cancelled due to the COVID-19 scourge. 

May 2020 Monthly meeting cancelled due to the COVID-19 scourge. 

June 19, 2020 Meeting at the home of Mr. J. Neil Gibson, the Gold King (Mike Biscay). 
Discussion regarding “The Adventure of the Dying Detective” 

July 2020 Monthly meeting cancelled due to the COVID-19 scourge. 

August 22, 2020 The Annual Dr. Watson’s Picnic at the home of Miss Violet Westbury 
(Dr. Alison Spongberg). 

September 2020 Monthly meeting cancelled due to the COVID-19 scourge. 

October 24, 2020 Meeting at the home of Jack Stapleton and Miss Kitty Winter (Ralph 
and Patricia Spitulski). Ralph played two radio shows from the 1940s 
New Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. 

November 2020 Monthly meeting cancelled due to the COVID-19 scourge. 

December 2020 As of this writing, we plan to combine our Annual Christmas Gathering 
of the Nest with The Master’s Dinner for 2021. 

The Stormy Petrels of Maumee Bay scion was founded in 1974 by several 
faculty and students at the University of Toledo. It takes its name from two 
quotes mentioned in REIG and NAVA. Currently we enjoy the member-
ship of 25 souls. Membership is open to anyone over the age of 18 who can 
pass our none-too-rigorous Entrance Exam. 

In a normal year, The Stormy Petrels enjoy a monthly Gathering of the 
Nest at one another’s homes. Each month, our From the Petrels’ Nest news-
letter is emailed to the membership. In addition to tidbits of Sherlockiana, 
the time and location of the next month’s meeting are included, along with a 
clue to the story that is to be discussed (we maintain a list of the stories we 
have considered in the past, along with the dates over the last 46 years, so 
that we don’t repeat the same adventures too often). The meetings generally 
conclude with our Canonical Toasts. In the summertime, we have our Annual 
Dr. Watson’s Picnic outdoors. Every two years at the Picnic, per our scion’s 
By-Laws, we hold our officer’s elections. In December we have our Christmas 
Gathering of the Nest in lieu of a regular meeting. And, as close as practicable 
to January 6, we enjoy our Master’s Birthday Dinner at a local restaurant. At the 
Dinner, part of the festivities includes coming dressed as a person, place, or 
thing from The Canon. After dinner, we have the “unmasking,” at which the 
members attempt to deduce each person’s identity. And that isn’t always easy! 
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The year 2020 has been as difficult for The Stormy Petrels as it has for 
everyone else on the planet. After the Master’s Dinner in January, the uncertain-
ty about COVID-19 led to the cancellation of all our monthly meetings until 
June. July was lost but, because it was an outdoor event, the Dr. Watson’s Picnic 
went off without a hitch. Indeed, Miss Violet Westbury (Dr. Alison Spong-
berg) created a sort of Sherlockian scavenger hunt on her large property that 
delighted everyone. Jack Stapleton and Miss Kitty Winter (Ralph and Pat 
Spitulski) always have a recherché meeting in October and did so this year. 
The late Baroness Gruner and I, Baron Adelbert Gruner, had planned to 
host the November meeting, but a medical issue caused us to have to cancel. 
Because of all the restrictions placed upon us by local and state medical au-
thorities, The Stormy Petrels have chosen to forgo our Christmas Gathering 
of the Nest and combine it with the Master’s Dinner for 2021. 

The Stormy Petrels of Maumee Bay can be contacted on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/671711902978785/ or by email: mcgov-
ernsmodels@gmail.com. 

OKLAHOMA 
Afghanistan Perceivers of Oklahoma, Inc. — Rosalie Mollica 

January 6, 2020 Special Event: Sherlock Holmes’ Birthday Celebration Dinner 

January 17, 2020  Brown Bagatelle Club: The Boscombe Valley Mystery 

January 23, 2020 Central Press Syndicate: Silver Blaze 

February 21, 2020 Brown Bagatelle Club: The Five Orange Pips 

February 27, 2020 Central Press Syndicate: The Adventure of the Engineer’s Thumb 

May 25, 2020 Special Events: Virtual Birthday Toast to ACD and Queen Victo-
ria/Social 

June 4, 2020 Central Press Syndicate: The Adventure of the Beryl Coronet 

July 23, 2020 Central Press Syndicate: The Naval Treaty Meeting included a virtual 
Toast in commemoration of the Battle of Maiwand 

August 27, 2020 Central Press Syndicate: The Second Stain 

September 24, 2020 Central Press Syndicate: The Adventure of the Priory School 

October 22, 2020 Central Press Syndicate: The “Gloria Scott” 

November 19, 2020 Central Press Syndicate: The Adventure of the Dancing Men 

December 27, 2020 Special Events: Annual Celebration of The Adventure of the Blue 
Carbuncle (Special Zoomcast) 

The Afghanistan Perceivers of Oklahoma, Inc. is Oklahoma’s scion society 
since 1974. The year 2020 began as usual with two study groups: The Brown 
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Bagatelle who met for a monthly lunch meeting and the Central Press Syn-
dicate who met over dinner. When the pandemic hit and it was no longer 
possible for either group to meet face-to-face, the two groups merged since 
the BBC members usually already participated in the CPS gatherings. Like 
the troops at Maiwand, in the face of a massive catastrophe, we regrouped 
and continued on with a new stratagem. 

Following a celebratory virtual gathering in May to toast Arthur Conan 
Doyle and Queen Victoria for their birthdays, the Perceivers resumed monthly 
study/discussion meetings, meeting twice during June. While we are looking 
forward to in-person gatherings as soon as possible, one advantage of the 
virtual format is that it provided opportunity for some former members who 
had moved out of state to rejoin us and for a member whose job took him to 
another state to remain an active member. 

The Perceivers commemorated the Battle of Maiwand with a Toast during 
its July meeting. In December, the Perceivers had a Zoomcast staged reading 
of The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle. The program was recorded and a 
copy made available to members who requested it. 

The November meeting is traditionally the planning meeting for the 
coming year. The Perceivers continued their goal of reading through all of 
the short stories at random and selected the stories for each month of 2021. 
Sadly, November also brought news that a treasured former Perceiver, Evelyn 
Clement, passed over the Reichenbach at age 94. She, with her knowledge 
and wit, is greatly missed by those who knew her. 

2021 will bring new challenges and new rewards. As Holmes says in The 
Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle as he and Watson set out to meet with 
Breckinridge, “Faces south, then, and quick march!” 

PENNSYLVANIA 
The White Rose Irregulars (York) — Dennis Dobry 

February 29, 2020 Meeting at Leeds Restaurant 

May 2, 2020 Attempted Virtual Meeting 

November 7, 2020 Virtual Meeting 

At our February meeting, announcements were made of the many upcom-
ing Sherlockian events (most of which never happened or happened virtually). 
The Scion discussed “The Blue Carbuncle.” The quiz was prepared by James 
Young and Tim VanDyke was the winner; Tim was then tasked with picking 
the story for the next meeting and preparing the Quiz.Beth Austin gave the 
Presentation: “The Mythology of Sherlock Holmes.” Little did we know at 
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the time that this meeting would be the last time that we would have Beth Austin 
with us or most likely the last time we would meet at Leeds Restaurant. See sum-
mary of the November 7th meeting. 

With the pandemic and lockdowns in full swing, the membership was 
challenged to challenge the Gasogene (Denny Dobry) by trying to present an 
artifact mentioned in the Canon, that Dobry (sitting-room Curator) did not 
have in his re-creation of the 221b Baker Street sitting-room. A few articles 
were identified including the chamois cloth used by Nathan Garrideb to polish 
his coins (3GAR), and the musket bullet(s) recovered from Dr. Watson’s 
Maiwand’s wound(s) (STUD). The re-creation curator is on the hunt for those 
items! Also, to challenge the members, the 221b Baker Street sitting-room 
curator, challenged the membership to identify some of more obscure artifacts 
found in the sitting including the Cannula (CREE) and the Aluminum 
Pencil Case (SILV). 

Despite his reluctance to do so, the Gasogene attempted to hold a virtual 
meeting in May. His fears came true as the Gasogene completely botched 
the virtual meeting by blocking everyone from being able to log in. A meeting 
was never assembled. As a result of the frustration created by the diabolical 
result of the May non-meeting, the Gasogene declared: “There will be no 
monthly meetings (in August).” 

Many thanks to the kindness and expertise of Greg Ruby, Zoom meeting 
virtuoso, the White Rose Irregulars gathered (virtually) in November. This 
was the first meeting since February! The meeting, however, was a very 
somber one, since our Irregulars stood on the terrace for two of our members: 
Beth Austin passed beyond the Reichenbach on April 18th after a battle 
with pancreatic cancer. At our February meeting, although we are sure that 
she was aware of her condition, she did not let on to us what she was facing. 
Like a true Sherlockian, she gave her presentation with all the wit and scholar-
ship that we had always expected from her. On September 23rd, John Pforr 
BSI lost his battle with advanced dementia. John attended the first White 
Rose Irregular meeting back in the 1980’s, thus being the senior most member 
of our Scion. He was a regular attendee at our meetings over the years. Gas-
ogene Denny Dobry offered a toast to all the departed Sherlockians. The 
Gasogene referred the membership to Ron Fish’s Sherlockian Calendar (www. 
sherlockiancalendar.com) to view all the virtual Sherlockian meetings being 
held virtually. The Scion discussed “The Adventure of the Dying Detective.” 
The Quiz was prepared by Tim VanDyke and won by Steve Mason. Steve 
was tasked with picking the story for the next meeting and preparing the Quiz. 
Dr. Daniel Benny gave a presentation “Sherlock Holmes and the Webley” 
where he displayed his Webley Metropolitan Police revolver. Benny pointed 
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out that this weapon, because of its period popularity and availability, could 
very well have been Holmes’ choice of weapon. Dobry announced that Ann 
Vanti, our waitress extraordinaire at Leeds Restaurant, contacted him to 
announce that she had left Leeds. She said that the business had new owners 
and that they established practices that were unacceptable to her and likely 
to our group meetings. We will be looking for a new meeting place when 
time permits face-to-face events. The next meeting was announced to be 
held again virtually on February 27, 2021. 

The Sons of the Copper Beeches (Philadelphia) — Mary Alcaro 

October 30, 2020 An Evening with the Sons of the Copper Beeches 

The Sons of the Copper Beeches was founded on December 8, 1947 at what 
was then Shoyer’s Restaurant in Philadelphia, PA. An official scion of the 
BSI, the group was restricted to male membership until 2017 when, under 
the leadership of Bob Katz, MD, BSI (Headmastiff), Steve Rothman, BSI 
(Toller), and Ray Betzner, BSI (Comptroller of the Kennel), the group opened 
its ranks to women. The Copper Beeches typically holds semi-annual meetings, 
traditionally the fourth Fridays of April and October. Due to enthusiastic re-
sponse in recent years (and limited seating at the Racquet Club of Philadelphia), 
attendance is by invitation only. After attending one meeting, individuals become 
Apprentices; following two more meetings, and successfully reciting The 
Musgrave Ritual, Apprentices rise to the rank of Journeyman. Upon delivering 
a ten-minute Trifling Monograph on the Sherlockian topic of their choosing, 
Journeymen are then bestowed the title Master Copper-Beech-Smith. 

Amid the many challenges posed by the coronavirus pandemic (including 
the cancelation of the April meeting), 2020 marked an historic year for The 
Sons of the Copper Beeches. On October 30th, the fellowship held its first 
online event, “An Evening with the Sons of the Copper Beeches,” which was 
comprised of a condensed program in lieu of the traditional formal meeting 
and which was followed by a virtual cocktail afterparty. The group is indebted 
to Greg Ruby, BSI, for managing the technical aspects of the evening. Russell 
Merritt, BSI, offered a Trifling Monograph entitled “How Holmes Crashed 
the Silents,” and traditional toasts were given to Dr. Watson (by Jenn 
Eaker); Sherlock Holmes (by Mary Alcaro); The Woman (by Ross Davies), 
and Philadelphia (by Nick Utechin). The group’s official Toastmaster, Peter 
Blau, BSI, offered a toast to Black Peter, while Karen Wilson and Burt Wolder 
presented a brilliant musical parody tribute to the Ruscastle Family, sung to 
the tune of The Addams Family theme. The event also marked a transition 
of leadership with the roles of Headmastiff, Toller, and Comptroller of the 
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Kennel being assumed by Ross Davies, BSI, Jenn Eaker, BSI, and Mary 
Alcaro, BSI, respectively. Terry Hunt, BSI, graciously agreed to continue in 
his position as the Recorder of Pedigrees (Secretary); the other officeholders 
also agreed to stay on in their current roles. The formal program closed with 
a toast to the former leadership, who were presented with matching silver 
flasks inscribed with their names, titles, and a corresponding excerpt from 
the Musgrave Ritual. The virtual afterparty (managed by Monica Schmidt, 
BSI) was well attended and comprised of several Zoom breakout rooms full 
of Sherlockians who talked, laughed, and mixed their own drinks well into 
the wee hours. After a challenging year, we are glad to report that “the Sons of 
the Copper Beeches are alive and drinking (albeit virtually) in Philadelphia.”  

SOUTH CAROLINA 
The Survivors of the Gloria Scott (Greenville) — Tracy Revels 

February 22, 2020 Discussion: The Five Orange Pips 

April 11, 2020 Discussion: The Sign of Four 

June 13, 2020 Discussion: A Scandal in Bohemia 

August 1, 2020 Discussion: A Case of Identity 

October 3, 2020 Discussion: Boscombe Valley Mystery 

December 12, 200 Discussion: The Speckled Band 

The scion for the upstate of South Carolina, The Survivors of the Gloria 
Scott meets bi-monthly, on a Saturday chosen to best fit with the members’ 
work and travel schedules. Traditionally we gather at The Happy China Restau-
rant in Greenville, South Carolina, but we were forced to change our format 
this year due to the impact of COVID-19. Meetings were scheduled on 
Zoom. While deprived of our ability to gather and patronize a favorite family-
owned eatery, we found that Zoom was manageable (once we all learned how 
to unmute our microphones). One bright point of switching to Zoom was that 
it allowed us to connect with Survivors who have moved out of the Upstate, 
whether on a permanent basis or simply to spend time at a summer home. 
Reuniting with our scattered Survivors has been a highlight of our year. Cur-
rently, we have nine active members. Our newsletter, The Lifeboat, is sent 
out electronically about a week before each gathering. The Lifeboat includes 
meeting reports, reviews of movies and pastiches, and ‘Sherlock sightings’ in 
popular culture. While COVID has taken a lot of joy out of our lives this 
year, we’ve found that escaping into the world of Sherlock Holmes, where it 
is always 1895, has helped us to find courage and keep our spirits up. Our 
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meetings give us something to look forward to. We are always looking for 
new members to come and join the fun! If you’d like to receive our newsletter, 
please drop a line to Tracy Revels, editor, at Revelstj@wofford.edu. 

TENNESSEE 
The Fresh Rashers of Nashville — Bill Mason 

January-December 2020 Meets every Tuesday at Wendell Smith’s Restaurant and online since 
March 2020 due to covid 

The Fresh Rashers of Nashville was formally chartered on June 1, 2001, 
although a core group of Sherlockians had been meeting weekly for break-
fast for several years before that date. The idea was to “exist as a scion society 
of the Baker Street Irregulars for the co-equal and co-existing purposes of: 
a) discussing and perpetuating the history of the legend of Sherlock Holmes, 
and b) eating a good breakfast.”  

The year of activity actually began on New Year’s Eve when the Fresh 
Rashers were hosted at the historic Hermitage Hotel, across from the State 
Capitol, by member Tom Vickstrom, a senior manager. The hotel served as 
headquarters for both pro- and anti-women’s suffrage groups a century earlier, 
in 1920, when Tennessee became the 36th state to ratify the 19th Amendment, 
adding it to the Constitution. The Fresh Rashers combined an absorbing 
presentation on that milestone with speculations about the attitudes of Sher-
lock Holmes and Conan Doyle toward women’s rights.  

Fresh Rasher meetings at Wendell Smith’s Restaurant on Charlotte Avenue 
were convened every Tuesday morning for the earliest months of 2020, with 
Dean Richardson and Drew Thomas regularly leading discussions of classic 
detective fiction and its connections to the Conan Doyle stories, Dave Price 
offering historical insights, and Bill Mason bringing items from his Sher-
lockian collection for critical examination. Unwelcome change, however, came 
quickly. The meeting set for March 3rd was cancelled because of a deadly 
tornado that tore through Nashville the night before. The Rashers had no way 
of knowing at that time that no more meetings would be held in 2020 be-
cause of the onset of the COVID-19 lockdowns in Nashville. Also cancelled 
was the annual springtime visit to Shannon Carlisle’s classroom in Franklin 
to participate in her classroom’s discussion of “The Red-Headed League.” 

Thanks primarily to David Hayes, “The Dazed Cover” (Convener) of the 
Fresh Rashers, internet communication with the group continued through-
out the year, as members irregularly shared Sherlockian news, discussed new 
books and articles, and otherwise continued to perpetuate the discussion of 
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the Canon. Charter member Marino Alvarez abandoned the group to move 
to Florida, and his position of “The Curious Cover” (Quizmaster) was filled 
by Dean Richardson in December.  

The Nashville Scholars of the Three-Pipe Problem — Jim Hawkins 

January 19, 2020 The Mazarin Stone (The Case Book) 

February 15, 2020 The Dying Detective (His Last Bow) 

March 21, 2020 A Case of Identity (The Adventures) 

April 18, 2020 The Golden Pince-Nez (The Return) 

May 16, 2020 N/A — our annual picnic meeting was cancelled. 

June 20, 2020 The Stockbroker’s Clerk (The Memoirs) 

July 18, 2020 The Red-Headed League (The Adventures) 

August 15, 2020 The Crooked Man (The Memoirs) 

September 19, 2020 The Sign of Four (Novel) 

October 17, 2020 Horror of the Heights — Conan Doyle “Horror” Story 

November 21, 2020 The Blanched Soldier (The Case Book) 

December 19, 2020 The Blue Carbuncle (The Adventures) 

The Nashville Scholars of the Three-Pipe Problem (from REDH) was 
founded on February 19, 1979 by John Shanks, a research historian and 
Sherlockian. Twenty-six interested people from Nashville and environs 
showed up to express their interest in a Sherlockian literary club. Shanks got 
a postcard from the BSI “Wiggins”, Julian Wolff, notifying Shanks that the 
new scion was official. There was a brief hiatus when Shanks left Nashville 
for college, but charter member Gael Stahl, just returned from 26 months in 
Germany, picked up the reins and the club has been active ever since. 

The Scholars (or our abbreviation: 3PP) meets on the third Saturday of 
every month except December. We assign canonical stories and have quizzes 
on each story. In addition, we have a Show and Tell period of time when 
members share books, films and other information about Sherlock Holmes 
or Arthur Conan Doyle. A unique feature of our scion is that we maintain a 
video of our history and current events. We also have a Facebook page and a 
website. 

Scholarly papers are posted on the website (www.nashvillescholars.net), 
and more current events are posted on the Facebook page (https://www.face 
book.com/groups/NashvilleScholars/). The video, upgraded often, is available 
from the website Home Page. We produce an “irregular” newsletter, Plugs 
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and Dottles, created and edited by Jim Hawkins and Dean Richardson. 
Hawkins also maintains the Facebook page and the website.  

Meetings during this pandemic year have been held virtually using Zoom 
software. Dr. Marino Alvarez was to share an event at the University of West 
Virginia, his alma mater, with Ray Betzner, but the pandemic interfered, and 
the event was canceled. Nashville Scholars Dr. Marino Alvarez co-edited and 
Shannon Carlisle had a chapter in a new BSI Professions publication: Education 
Never Ends.  

The October meeting is overseen by Dean Richardson, who brings a 
non-canonical story of “Horror” by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. In December 
we sometimes have a formal dinner, but more often the meeting is a Movie 
Pot-Luck with Derek Martin in charge. https://www.nashvillescholars.net/ 
index.html. 

TEXAS 
The Crew of the Barque Lone Star (Dallas) — Steve Mason 

January 5, 2020 Monthly voyage (meeting) of the Barque 

February 2, 2020 Monthly voyage (meeting) of the Barque 

March 1, 2020 Monthly voyage (meeting) of the Barque 

April 12, 2020 Monthly voyage (virtual Zoom meeting) of the Barque 

May 3, 2020 Monthly voyage (virtual Zoom meeting) of the Barque 

June 7, 2020 Monthly voyage (virtual Zoom meeting) of the Barque 

July 5, 2020 Monthly voyage (virtual Zoom meeting) of the Barque 

August 2, 2020 Monthly voyage (virtual Zoom meeting) of the Barque 

September 6, 2020 Monthly voyage (virtual Zoom meeting) of the Barque 

October 4, 2020 Monthly voyage (virtual Zoom meeting) of the Barque 

November 1, 2020 Monthly voyage (virtual Zoom meeting) of the Barque 

December 6, 2020 Monthly voyage (virtual Zoom meeting) of the Barque 

2020 marked the 50th Anniversary of The Crew of the Barque Lone Star, 
which was founded by a trio of wonderful Sherlockians — William Beeson, 
BSI; Margaret Francine Morris, ASH and BSI; and Bullett Lowry in April, 
1970. 

Normally, the Crew conducts 12 monthly in-person meetings at a restau-
rant in the Dallas area on the 1st Sunday of each month. This year, as many 
other societies, our meetings became Zoom virtual meetings, due to the 
pandemic. We did maintain our schedule of the 1st Sunday at 1:00 central time. 
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However, we saw the silver lining in this time of uncertainty in that our 
membership actually grew as people from around the country asked to join 
our virtual meetings. In addition, the virtual meetings allowed us to have 
guest speakers from all over, such as wonderful presentations given by Bob 
Katz, BSI; Mike McSwiggin, BSI; Monica Schmidt, BSI; Russell Merritt, 
BSI; Adriana Zayia; Richard Krisciunas; Carlina de la Cova, BSI; Steven 
Doyle, BSI; Karen Murdock; and Greg Ruby, BSI. 

The meetings consistently comprise of fellowship, toasts, a quiz on the 
story of the month, a presentation pertaining to the story or other Sherlockian-
based theme, a closing reading, and a lightning quiz. 

Presentations this year included Figures of Speech in the Canon”; “Phar-
macies and the Canon”; “Professor Moriarty”; “When Doctors go Bad”; “Skulls 
Coveted and Otherwise: Criminal anthropology’s Bumpy Ride”; Sherlock’s 
Silent Films; “Romance in the Canon”; Art in the Blood — a visit to the 
Louvre; “The World of Sherlock Holmes”; and “Dr. Watson and gambling.” 

Of course, we also discussed one the of the stories of the Canon at each 
of the meetings. 

This year, we also initiated a series of discussions on “Life and Times of 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,” in which each month we discuss a specific aspect 
of his life, education, or works. To date, we have covered: his early home life 
and family, school days, Dr. Joseph Bell, and a trip to the Arctic. 

In October 2020, the Crew published its fourth book, A Case of Agony — 
Tales Inspired by the Agony Columns of the Victorian Period, a compilation of 
essays, limericks and poems, and pastiches from over 20 of our Society 
members and other Sherlockians from around the country. You can down-
load a free copy of the book on our website. 

You can learn more about our society at www.dfw-sherlock.org/. 

The John Openshaw Society (Houston) — Brian Clark 

January 26, 2020 Meeting at Rudyard’s Bar & Grill 

May 24, 2020 Meeting via ZOOM 

June 28, 2020 Meeting via ZOOM 

August 9, 2020 Meeting via ZOOM (with Les Klinger!) 

October 25, 2020 Meeting via ZOOM 

December 13, 2020 Meeting via ZOOM 

The Houston-based BSI scion known as the John Openshaw Society 
was founded in late 1980 and boasted a membership of around fifty active 
members for many years. A few decades later, starting in mid-2011, the JOS 
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enjoyed a period of rejuvenation (and technological renovation, deploying 
both a website and Facebook page) under the inspired leadership of Ken 
Rozek with support from Peter Blau and active encouragement (and regular 
programmatic contributions) from the original founders, Dr. Warren Chaney 
and Dr. Thomas Harman. Administrative supervision passed to Brian Clark 
early in 2016, and we continue to explore Sherlockian avenues near and far. 

Until late 2019, our usual tradition was to have dinner, drinks, a riveting 
Holmesian gossip session, and a Sherlock-oriented presentation on a Sunday 
evening every other month in the Churchill Room at The Black Labrador, a 
traditional English pub and a beloved local Houston institution in the 
Montrose district. To our great sadness, the Black Lab closed its doors in 
December 2019; our last meeting there was on 15th November 2019. Our 
search for a new bricks-and-mortar home forced our scion leadership to 
conduct a series of arduous pub crawls throughout the holiday season; no 
stone was left unturned as drinks and snacks were sampled at prospective 
venues across the city, all in the humble service of Sherlock Holmes. 

After much deliberation, we finally tried out a new venue on 26th January 
2020, Rudyard’s Bar & Grill. The french fries were excellent; reviews of the 
ambiance were more mixed, as some of our members had trouble hearing 
over the house music and chatter from the groups nearby. We’d probably have 
tried out a different alternative for our March meeting, but it was canceled 
due to the COVID-19 quarantine. It wasn’t until 24th May that we held our 
first virtual meeting via ZOOM; we didn’t have a program, but we did at-
tempt our first online quiz over The Boscombe Valley Mystery, and we agreed 
to start meeting more regularly. 28th June found us online again, attempting 
a watch party of the Japanese HBO production of Miss Sherlock. Unfortu-
nately, we ran into technical glitches and ended up streaming a vintage 
showing of Silver Blaze (also our quiz story, again online via Google Forms) 
instead, but it was once again cathartic for all to see each other during these 
strange times. 

The highlight of our year came in early August when the inimitable Les 
Klinger joined us via ZOOM for an extended Q&A session focused mostly 
on the controversy surrounding the new Netflix production, Enola Holmes, 
the subject of a well-publicized copyright infringement lawsuit filed by the 
Conan Doyle estate. Our discussion with Mr. Klinger ranged far and wide, 
and we were delighted that he shared his valuable time and insights with us.  

That meeting led very naturally to a deeper discussion of the Enola 
Holmes movie (after most of us had watched it) on 25th October, again via 
ZOOM. Our online quiz for this meeting covered The Adventure of the 
Crooked Man. 
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Finally, we took the unusual (for us) step of holding a meeting during the 
holiday season on 13th December where Dr. Bruce Parker presented a sneak-
peak into a paper of his that’s soon to be published in the BSI Manuscript 
Series, “The Missing Three-Quarter, Arthur Conan Doyle, and Tuberculosis 
in 19th Century Great Britain.” Naturally, our quiz covered The Adventure 
of the Blue Carbuncle, as befits the season. 

Please hop over to our website (https://johnopenshaw.org/) or find us on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/TheJohnOpenshawSociety) to learn more about 
our scion. Messages to the leadership can be sent to pips@johnopenshaw.org. 

VERMONT 
The Baker Street Breakfast Club (Bennington) — Jeff Bradway 

January 12, 2020 Annual Birthday Brunch, Conan Doyle presentation 

February 8, 2020 Monthly meeting — “The Greek Interpreter” + film 

March14, 2020 No monthly meeting — COVID  

April 11, 2020 No monthly meeting — COVID  

May 9, 2020 Monthly meeting — “The Naval Treaty” 

June 13, 2020 Monthly meeting — “The Final Problem” 

July 11, 2020 Monthly meeting — “The Empty House” 

August 8, 2020 Monthly meeting — “The Norwood Builder” 

September 12, 2020 Monthly meeting — “The Dancing Men” 

October 10, 2020 Monthly meeting — “The Solitary Cyclist” 

November 14, 2020 Monthly meeting — The Hound of the Baskervilles 

December 19, 2020 Monthly meeting — Annual Christmas play 

The Baker Street Breakfast Club was founded by Sally Sugarman, Tony 
Carruthers and others in 1990. The Club became a scion of the Baker Street 
Irregulars that year with Sally as Gasogene. From the Club’s creation, all 
that has been required for membership is one or more of the following 
qualities: devotion to “the best and wisest man whom I have ever known;” 
skills as a cook, a sense of humor, a knowledge of the Canon and/or aspira-
tions to become a Sherlockian scholar, and some “art in the blood.” 

Meetings are held monthly and rotate through members’ homes. Dinners 
are potluck, and desserts are especially appreciated. Meetings generally com-
prise various Canonical toasts, questions generated by members on the story 
of the month, and a reading either from the Canon or some Sherlockian or 
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mystery related work. January meetings are a Birthday Brunch with presen-
tations, and December meetings feature a Sherlock Holmes Christmas play 
written by Bob Sugarman. 

The Club publishes a quarterly newsletter, Groans, Cries and Bleatings, 
which goes out to 160 Sherlockians. It also maintains a Facebook page with 
almost 800 followers and a website devoted to the Club’s activities and other 
topics. 

As this year was the Club’s 30th anniversary, a “Year of Mystery” celebra-
tion was planned, in coordination with local libraries, featuring assorted 
community activities: a talk given by “Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,” Sherlock 
Holmes film nights, “film noir” nights, talks on the mystery genre, children’s 
activities at the libraries, an evening of Q&A with Dr. Watson, and the pub-
lication of the Club’s long awaited quizbook-cum-recipe book, Just Desserts. 

Much of the year’s celebrations were canceled because of COVID-19. 
Before restrictions were imposed we did get to enjoy our Birthday Brunch at 
the local country club, with Jeff Bradway impersonating Conan Doyle in a 
presentation on the origins and popularity of Sherlock Holmes. In February, 
we attended a viewing of Billy Wilder’s 1944 film, “Double Indemnity,” the 
first installment in our intended film noir series. We hope to have a belated 
“Year of Mystery” in 2022. The rest of the year we did our best with Zoom 
meetings, including our annual play reading, this year “The Adventure of 
Father Christmas.” A generally bad year culminated with the sudden passing 
of our beloved Gasogene, Sally Sugarman, at age 91, in December. Her hus-
band Bob suggested she be succeeded as Gasogene by Jeff Bradway. Joe 
Cutshall-King took over her role as editor of the newsletter. 

You can learn more about our Club at www.bakerstreetbreakfastclub.com. 

WASHINGTON 
The Dogs in the Nighttime: Sherlock Holmes Society (Anacortes) — Kathleen Kaska 

January 2020 Presentation by Margie Deck of the Sound of the Baskervilles in Seattle  
‘The Hound of the Baskervilles’: The Notable Characters, Animate and 
Not-so-Inanimate  

February 2020 A Case of Identity 

March 6, 2020 Adventure of the Noble Bachelor 

April 6, 2020 The Sign of Four (novel) 

May 4, 2020 Knives Out (film) 

June 1, 2020 Murder by Death (movie) 

July 6, 2020 Murder by Degree (movie) 
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August 3, 2020 The Sign of Four (novel) 

September 7, 2020 The Adventure of the Speckled Band 

October 5, 2020 The Mystery of the Hanson Cab by Fergus Hume 

November 2, 2020 Edinburgh Midnight (novel) 

December 7, 2020 The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle 

The Dogs of the Nighttime was founded by Kathleen Kaska in 2011. 
The name was derived from the Arthur Conan Doyle short story, “The Ad-
venture of Silver Blaze.” Meetings are held the first Monday of each month 
in the conference room of Village Pizza in Anacortes, Washington.  

The members discuss Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes novels and 
short stories, Holmes pastiches, Holmes TV series and movies. Occasionally 
guest speakers are invited to give a presentation. In 2019, The Dogs in the 
Nighttime hosted the fifth annual Pacific Northwest Holmes Summit. The 
event is held on the first Saturday in November. The program consisted of 
games, presentations, readings, a Holmes Pub Quiz, a skit, and a raffle draw-
ing. It was attended by members of the Stormy Petrels of British Columbia, 
the Sounds of the Baskervilles of Seattle, the Vamberry Wine Merchants of 
Portland, The Noble and Most Singular Order of Blue Carbuncles of Port-
land, and The Speckled Band of Boston. Because of not being able to meet 
in person since March due to the pandemic, the members began meeting via 
zoom.  

For more information, visit The Dogs in the Nighttime website: https:// 
dogsinthenighttime.weebly.com/ To contact The Dogs in the Nighttime, 
email Kathleen at @kathleenkaska@hotmail.com. 

WISCONSIN 
The Notorious Canary Trainers (Madison) — Glen Link 

February 16, 2020 Discussion: The Sussex Vampire 

March 15, 2020 Discussion: The Abbey Grange 

April 19, 2020 Discussion: The Devil’s Foot 

May 17, 2020 Discussion: The Missing Three-Quarter 

June 21, 2020 Discussion: The Dancing Men 

July 19, 2020 Discussion: The Retired Colourman 

August 16, 2020 Discussion: Charles Augustus Milverton 

September 20, 2020 Discussion: The Six Napoleons 
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October 18, 2020 Discussion: The Disappearance of Lady Frances Carfax 

November 15, 2020 Discussion: The Priory School 

December 20, 2020 Discussion: Thor Bridge 

During 2020 the Notorious Canary Trainers continued in their case dis-
cussions of stories in sequence as determined by a consensus of various 
chronologists, published in the Autumn 2014 issue of The Baker Street Journal. 
The scion has been discussing this sequence since 2015. Our group will finish 
the sequence in September of 2021. In October we will begin a new sequence, 
reading the stories in the order of the date of first publication. Our discussions 
are held the third Sunday of each month from 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm CST. 
Hopefully in 2021 we can go back to meeting in person. But we are going to 
try to have a hybrid meeting to also include members virtually. The Notorious 
Canary Trainers welcomes anyone wanting to participate in our discussion 
of the stories. You can contact Badgerlinks@gmail.com to be placed on group 
membership. 

The Notorious Canary Trainers scion located in Madison, Wisconsin like 
many other scions had an unusual year. The year started out well with a well, 
attended birthday party. NCT meets monthly to discuss stories. We were 
able to do that for 2 months and then were forced to change our meetings to 
virtual meetings for the rest of 2020. An unexpected benefit of meeting virtu-
ally was the increase in attendance for our meetings. Some members that had 
moved to other states or countries were able to once again join our meetings. 

A sub-group of NCT known as the Comrades of the Order started meet-
ing outside of our discussion group. The Comrades went to see the movie 
Knives Out and have lunch in January. In February, the Comrades went to 
lunch and played the board game Sherlock Holmes & Moriarity’s Web. 
Once everything went virtual, the Comrades watched the movies Murder by 
Decree and Sign of Four in July and August. In September, the Comrades 
started watching the Jeremy Brett versions of the stories scheduled for our 
monthly discussion. The Comrades were also able to watch The Sign of Four 
with Matt Frewer and Enola Holmes (and we also watched The Return of 
Sherlock Holmes (1987) with Monica Schmidt as one of our official unofficial 
Comrades meetings). 

Obviously, the pandemic caused many things to go virtual in 2020. 
However, that turned out to be beneficial to our members. Several of our 
members took advantage of the virtual world and participated in meetings 
and conferences from coast to coast. BSI member Monica Schmidt began 
showing movies virtually almost weekly and some of our members were reg-
ular participants. NCT members also watched many performances that were 
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Sherlockian themed. Some of the performances originated in Canada and 
Great Britain. Two of our members even took a virtual tour of Sherlock Holmes 
London which was live from London. NCT has been in existence since 1969 
and we plan on going strong for many more years, pandemic or not. 

OTHER 
Clients of Adrian Mulliner — Elaine Coppola 

January 18, 2020 Junior Bloodstain at the BSI Weekend 

Founded in 1993, the Clients are a scion of the Baker Street Irregulars 
and a chapter of The Wodehouse Society. Anyone who is interested in both 
Sherlock Holmes and the writings of P.G. Wodehouse is welcome to join us. 
We take our name from Mr. Mulliner’s nephew Adrian who was a detective 
and a member of the detectives’ club called the Senior Bloodstain. He is featured 
in two Mr. Mulliner stories: “The Smile that Wins” and “From a Detective’s 
Notebook” by P. G. Wodehouse. 

There is no membership application or fee and we meet only on the follow-
ing occasions: (a) during the annual Baker Street Irregulars festivities in New 
York City each January (Junior Bloodstain); and (b) during the biennial 
Wodehouse Society convention (Senior Bloodstain). 

In 2020, the Junior Bloodstain featured a discussion of “Death at the Excel-
sior” written by P.G. Wodehouse and published in 1914. In particular, 
members noted the Sherlockian influences, especially that of “The Adventure 
of the Speckled Band.” 

The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the American Library 
Association — Marsha Pollak 

June 2020 Annual meeting — cancelled due to pandemic 

Founded by John Bennett Shaw and Howard Haycraft, the Sub-
Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars in the American Library As-
sociation was established in 1967. It is the oldest profession-oriented scion 
related to Sherlock Holmes. Traditionally, the Sub-Librarians meet at the 
Annual American Library Association conference, which changes its venue 
every year. Local Sherlockian scions are invited to mix and mingle, sharing 
their common interest with those in the library field. 

However, this year, due to the Corona virus and the uncertainty whether 
the Library conference would take place, the Sub-Librarians 44th (irregular) 
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annual meeting was cancelled. We hope to meet at the next annual conference 
in June 2021, if not in-person, then virtually. 

Please visit our website at https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/sublibrarians/ 
for more information. 

Frederic Dorr Steele Memorial, Inc. — Burt Wolder 

January 16, 2020 Initial Meeting 

The Frederic Dorr Steele Memorial was organized in 2020 to commemo-
rate the noted Sherlockian illustrator Frederic Dorr Steele. When Linda Hunt 
discovered that Steele’s grave in the Albany New York Rural Cemetery was 
unmarked, she and her husband Terry suggested to Burt Wolder that efforts 
be made to provide a headstone. Burt called on Bob Katz, Andrew Malec, and 
the Hunts to organize a committee for this purpose and began a campaign 
that quickly raised the necessary funds. In October, a handsome stone bearing 
an image of one of Steele’s line drawings of Sherlock Holmes was set in place. 
Enough funds remain to pay for ongoing maintenance of the marker and 
Steele’s plot. 

The Memorial’s efforts were profiled on “I Hear of Sherlock Everywhere” 
Episode 204. Future plans call for a dedication ceremony at the gravesite 
and providing ongoing support for Steele-related publications and exhibits. 

The Memorial was incorporated as a not-for-profit organization in New 
York State this year, and is applying for Federal 501(c)(3) status.  

The Fourth Garrideb — Greg D. Ruby 

February 27, 2020 Numismatic Friends of Sherlock Holmes Dinner — Atlanta 

August 5, 2020 Dinner — Pittsburgh (canceled due to Pandemic) 

August 9, 2020 Virtual Reading — The Three Garridebs 1937 Television script 

December 25, 2020 Virtual Reading — The Three Garridebs 1939 Radio script 

The American Numismatic Association held its annual National Money 
Show in Atlanta with members of The Fourth Garrideb attending. TFG 
invited local Sherlockians from Atlanta’s Sherlock Holmes society, the  
Wisteria Lodge, and the organizers of 221 B Con to enjoy good food and 
conversation at our semi-annual Numismatic Friends of Sherlock Holmes 
dinner on February 27. Seven collectors and Sherlockians enjoyed a family 
style Italian dinner and a wide range of conversations. TFG issued a souvenir 
card to commemorate the dinner. 

Unfortunately, with the pandemic forcing the cancellation of ANA’s 
World’s Fair of Money in Pittsburgh, there was no second version of our 
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semi-annual dinner. TFG adapted with the times and instead held a virtual 
social hour on Zoom, allowing members to chat informally with each other. 

To fill the void left by the cancellation of the WFM, and to celebrate 
TFG’s 6th anniversary, a table read of “The Three Garridebs” was broadcast 
over Facebook Live. Rather than a traditional reading of Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s story, TFG instead read the script of the 1937 WNBC television 
broadcast of the story. This broadcast was the first appearance of Holmes on 
television and starred Louis Hector as the great detective. Actors in this 
reading were David Harnois (Holmes), Charles Prepolec (Watson), Mike 
McSwiggin (Nathan Garrideb), Karen Wilson (Mrs. Hudson), Steve Mason 
(Killer Evans), Richard Krisciunas (Lestrade) and Debbie Clark (Mrs. 
Saunders). 

TFG did another table read of a 3GAR script on Facebook Live on 
Christmas night, recreating the December 25, 1939 NBC radio broadcast 
that featured Rathbone and Bruce. Timothy Johnson, of the University of 
Minnesota Library’s Sherlock Holmes collections made Edith Meiser’s 
script available so that Harnois, Prepolec, McSwiggin, Mason and Wilson 
could recreate their roles from the August reading. 

Who knows what will happen in 2021 at this time, but The Fourth Gar-
rideb is looking forward to the return of face-to-face events. 
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SHERLOCK ON THE WEB 2020 
Editors’ note: This year, on the initiative of Jayantika Ganguly, Editor of 
Scionical and Societal Reports (Global), we begin coverage of scions and 
societies whose footprints are purely digital, not physical. If you do not 
find your web-based scion here and would like it to be included in the 
2022 Baker Street Almanac, please email Jay at jay.ganguly@gmail.com.* 

Five Miles from Anywhere — Derrick Belanger 
Five Miles from Anywhere is an international Scion Society that formed 

in May of 2020. The group was created specifically as a monthly virtual dis-
cussion group to help Sherlockians around the world feel more connected 
during the covid-19 pandemic. The group was started by Derrick Belanger 
and includes board members from around the world including Jay Ganguly, 
BSI (India), Steve Emecz (United Kingdom), Stephen Herczeg (Australia), 
and Brian Belanger (United States). In August, 2020, the group officially 
became a Scion Society of the Baker Street Irregulars. The group meets the 
first Saturday of every month at noon Eastern time and discusses a Sherlock 
Holmes adventure. Sometimes the discussion is around a story from the 
canon and other times it is around a pastiche. One of the requirements is 
that if a pastiche is discussed, all members receive a free electronic copy of 
the story. The talks in 2020 were as follows: 

June, 2020 — Chris Chan discussed “A Scandal in Bohemia” and the 
question of the validity of Irene Adler’s marriage. The meeting started with 
a lovely toast to The Woman from Rich Krisciunas. 

July 2020 — Thomas Burns discussed his Sherlock Holmes pastiche 
“The Witch of Ellenby” and anazlyzed the ingrediants for a compelling 
Sherlock Holmes story. 

August, 2020 — Robert Perret (JHWS) discussed his story “A Case of 
Juris Imprudence” which is loosely based on the Lizzie Borden case. 

September, 2020 — Derrick Belanger discussed “The Adventure of the 
Reigate Squire” and revealed that the story shows the secret to defeating 
Sherlock Holmes 

October, 2020 — Jay Ganguly, BSI discussed the story “The Adventure 
of the Dying Detective” and the relationship of Holmes and Watson. 

November, 2020 — Tom Turley discussed his story “A Ghost from 
Christmas Past” and gave us a brief history of Watson’s time in San Francisco 
as well as his first marriage. 

December, 2020 — Artist Karen Gosselin shared her artwork for and led a 
discussion of “The Unique Hamlet” in honor of the story’s 100th anniversary. 
                                                                                                         
* These authors have retained copyright in their reports: Belanger. 
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ARISE AGENTS LITERARY! 

Mark Jones* 

owards the end of 2020, an unusual new BSI scion society was formed 
with a focus, not on Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson, but on their 
close associate, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. “The Literary Agents” is a 

society for those studying, interested in or just plain curious about the works 
of Sir Arthur — including those he wrote under his own name and those he 
may have promoted for, or under the name of, Dr John H. Watson . . .  

The idea for the society came from Ross Davies (editor of The Green Bag) 
who, with the unerring instinct of the trained bloodhound, tracked down 
Ashley D. Polasek (author of Being Sherlock and editor of The Conan Doyle 
Review) and Mark Jones (co-host of the Doings of Doyle podcast) as likely 
compatriots. The aim: to build a bridge between the (massive) Sherlockian 
and (tiny) Doylean communities, and to find a place for Sir Arthur amid the 
birthday weekend. 

Aside from its focus, The Literary Agents is an unusual society in that 
the output is a single annual meeting. Borne of a Zoom call and instituted 
during a pandemic, it should come as no surprise that it was determined the 
inaugural annual meeting would be a webinar and that, should social inter-
action be permitted again in our lifetimes, in-person meetings would always 
allow for virtual attendees to reach all parts of the world. 

This principle of inclusiveness, which sits at the heart of the society, is 
reflected in its simple membership policy. To become a member, all you 
need do is: (1) sign up for the annual meeting of The Literary Agents; 
(2) attend the meeting; (3) be nice to everyone when participating in The 
Literary Agents’ business. There are no other hoops, and no dues — although 
members might want one of the awesome society pins, which feature the 

                                                                                                         
* Mark Jones is the co-founder and co-host of Doings of Doyle, and of The Literary Agents. Copy-
right 2021 Mark Jones. 

T 
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name of the society, in Conan Doyle’s handwriting, on the side of his Parker 
Duofold pen.1 

The first meeting of the society took place, on Zoom, on Sunday 10th 
January 2021 at 11:00am EST, with the wonderfully nebulous theme of 
“Conan Doyle in 2021 and Beyond.” Ashley and Mark were joined by people 
active in the Sherlockian and Doylean worlds, from scholarship and collections, 
publishing and art, to discuss Conan Doyle’s relevance and appeal today.  

Ashley introduced a panel consisting of Talia Bordallo (Artist and Ani-
mator), Clifford Goldfarb BSI (Chair of the Friends of the Arthur Conan 
Doyle Collection at the Toronto Public Library), and Les Klinger BSI 
(Consulting Sherlockian and annotations supremo). The lively discussion 
demonstrated how Conan Doyle’s work continues to excite and inspire to this 
day, as his work continues to be reinterpreted and reappraised for different 
audiences. 2021 will have scholars eager for the celebration of the 20th anni-
versary of the Toronto ACD Collection, horror afficionados devouring a 
new edition of “The Parasite” from the Horror Writers’ Association, and 
practically everyone clambering for Bordallo’s graphic interpretation of the 
Hound of the Baskervilles, as the effusive Zoom chat will testify. 

The second half of the meeting featured Mark in conversation with 
Douglas Kerr, Series Editor of the forthcoming Edinburgh Edition of the 
Works of Arthur Conan Doyle. A decade-long initiative, the Edinburgh 
Works seeks to create the definitive texts of Conan Doyle’s major works. 
Douglas described the scholarly approach, the difficulties of selecting the 
writings, and the inevitable bunfight for editorial “first dibs.” Douglas came 
to Conan Doyle, not through Sherlock Holmes, but through The Lost World, 
and many of the virtual attendees shared their own routes to Conan Doyle 
through gothic fiction, spiritualism, and psychic research. 

The inaugural meeting was attended by 100 people who contributed in 
no small part through the lively public chat. On registration, people were 
asked how much Conan Doyle they had read: over 75% had read more than 
just the Sherlock Holmes stories, while a die-hard 11% had read “pretty 
much everything.” It will be fascinating to track the results of this survey 
year-on-year. 

A recording of the event, and an extract of the chat, can be found at 
https://www.doingsofdoyle.com/p/the-literary-agents.html.  
 

                                                                                                         
1 Editors’ note: See the picture of the pin we added above the title of this article. The rather creative 
creator of the pin deserves credit she (Ashley Polasek) is too modest to claim. 



 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   134 

A GLANCE AHEAD AT 2021 
Ron Fish* 

SOME THINGS WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO . . . 
. . . IN PERSON OR ONLINE 

August 7, 2021: Elkridge, MD — A Scintillation of Scions XIII; this year’s 
event will be virtual, on Zoom 

https://www.scintillation.org/  
This is the fourteenth iteration of A Scintillation of Scions, held in the 
Baltimore area and sponsored by Watson’s Tin Box of Ellicott City, 
MD. It is another weekend symposium held concurrently with the 35th 
Silver Blaze Race (Southern Division) at Laurel Park Racetrack.  

August 25-29, 2021: New Orleans, LA — Bouchercon 
https://www.bouchercon2021.com/ 
Bouchercon, marketed as the world mystery convention, is held in a dif-
ferent city every year. (The first Bouchercon was held in 1970.) It is 
named for Anthony Boucher, who was a member of the BSI. This year’s 
event lands in New Orleans with the tagline “Blood on the Bayou”. 
Something for every mystery lover! 

October 2021: TBD West Coast, U.S. — Left Coast Sherlockian Symposium 
Contact: Patrick Ewing (bluecarbuncle1971@gmail.com) 
https://www.leftcoastsherlock.com 
The Left Coast Sherlockian Symposium was organized in 2019 in Port-
land, OR for the benefit of Sherlockians residing on the West Coast. 
Last year’s event was held virtually. The 2021 event is scheduled for Oc-
tober, but dates are not firm at this writing. 

 

                                                                                                         
* Ron Fish is the webmaster of The Three Garridebs and The Hudson Valley Sciontists. 
If you are interested in posting an event on the Sherlockian Calendar, please email the 
details to Ron at RonF404@aol.com. The Calendar is here: www.sherlockiancalendar.com. 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peter E. Blau is “Cartwright” (aka Secretary) of 
the Baker Street Irregulars. If you want to know 
more, try Leslie S. Klinger, ed., Peter E. Blau: A 
Festschrift (BSI Press 2018). Scuttlebutt old and 
new (updated and in color) is at redcircledc.org/ 
index.php?id=39. Copyright 2021 Peter E. Blau. 

 
Editors’ note: We first republished Scuttlebutt in 
the 2019 Baker Street Almanac, and we are 
pleased to continue. For a description of Scuttle-
butt and the Spermaceti Press, see pages 73-74 of 
the 2019 BSA. 
 
Another editors’ note: You will find four empty 
spaces in the Scuttlebutts republished here. Those 
are places where the original has a cartoon or 
other complete work of art that we lack a license 
to reprint. 
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When I burgle my son’s money box as my own was bur-
gled 30 years ago it will be to set him up with a complete 
Macaulay.  

Of course they say that he is inaccurate. They say so of 
Froude, also; and of everyone else who tries to turn histo-
ry into something more human than an almanac. 

A. Conan Doyle,  
Before My Bookcase,  

Philadelphia Inquirer, June 3, 1894 
 
 

Editors’ note: Ouch again.  
 



 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   229 

CANADIAN HOLMES IN 2020 
Mark Alberstat and Mark Jones* 

anadian Holmes is the journal of the Bootmakers of Toronto, of 
which four issues are published each year. The editors are Mark and 
JoAnn Alberstat (markalberstat@gmail.com). 

VOLUME 43, NUMBER 1 (WINTER 2019/20) 

Author Title 

JoAnn & Mark Alberstat Traces of Bootprints: Fact and Fiction in Conan Doyle’s writing 

Barbara Rusch The view from the bow window: the London Underground 

Hiroko Nakashima “I had always wanted to travel”: Mystery dining in Tokyo 

Sonia Fetherston Reflections on Sherlockian Mirrors 

Rich Krisciunas A Toast to “The Woman” 

Jean Paton Letter to the Editor: Reading Sherlock Holmes 

Clifford S. Goldfarb and 
Hartley R. Nathan 

We never mention Lord Shinwell 

Karen Campbell The Adventure of the Noble Bachelor Quiz 

Liese Sherwood-Fabre Diamonds that attract attention 

 A tale of two artists: Comparison of illustrations for The Mazarin 
Stone 

Mark Alberstat “A few lines upon a sheet of paper”: Conan Doyle’s other work for 
The Strand 

Mark Albertstat Review: ‘The Daily Sherlock Holmes — A Year of Quotes’ by Levi 
Stahl & Stacey Shintani 

Mark Alberstat Review: ‘Sherlock Holmes and the Christmas Demon’ by James 
Lovegrove 

Peggy Perdue Review: ‘Villains, Victims and Violets: Agency and Feminism in the 
Original Sherlock Holmes Canon’ by Resa Haile & Tamara R. Bower 

JoAnn Alberstat Review: ‘The Devil’s Due’ by Bonnie MacBird 

Mark Albertstat Review: ‘Being Sherlock: A Sherlockian’s Stroll Through the Best 
Sherlock Holmes Stories’ by Ashley D. Polasek 

Michael Ranieri Strictly Personal 

                                                                                                         
* Mark Alberstat is an editor of Canadian Holmes, Mark Jones is a host of Doings of Doyle, and this 
index is copyright 2021 by both of them. 

C 
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Author Title 

David Sanders, Bruce 
Aikin & Peggy Perdue 

Bootmakers’ Diary: September, October & November 2019 

VOLUME 43, NUMBER 2 (SPRING 2020) 

Author Title 

JoAnn & Mark Alberstat Traces of Bootprints: I hear of viruses everywhere 

Barbara Rusch The view from the bow window: Gems 

Charles Prepolec Enter the Lost World of Professor George Edward Challenger (Part 
1/2) 

Ian Bennett Walking in the footsteps of Holmes 

 A world of statues: Various photographs 

Monica Schmidt Caught in the Middle: Beryl Stapleton — Victim or Villain? 

Daniel L. Friedman, M.D. 
& Eugene B. Friedman, 
M.D. 

Spectral hounds and dark alleys — the origins of the Baskervilles 

Angela Misri The Detective and the Spy: A Portia Adams Adventure (novel ex-
cerpt) 

Dan Andriacco A Toast to the Worse Man in London 

Mark Alberstat “A few lines upon a sheet of paper”: Conan Doyle’s other work for 
The Strand 

Thomas A. Horrocks Review: ‘Canon Law: Lawyers, Law and the Sherlockian Canon’ co-
edited by William A. Walsh & Donny Zaldin 

Mark Alberstat Review: ‘The Sherlock Holmes Ultimate Smoking Companion’ by 
Kelvin Jones 

Mark Alberstat Review: ‘The Historical Dictionary of Sherlock Holmes’ by Neil 
McCaw 

Mark Alberstat Review: ‘Sherlockian Musings: Thoughts on the Sherlock Holmes 
Stories’ by Sheldon Goldfarb 

Barbara Rusch Strictly Personal 

David Sanders, Donny 
Zaldin & Bruce Aikin 

Bootmakers’ Diary: December 2019 & January 2020 
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VOLUME 43, NUMBER 3 (SUMMER 2020) 

Author Title 

JoAnn & Mark Alberstat Traces of Bootprints: A wide-ranging issue is within your grasp 

Barbara Rusch The view from the bow window: Tobacco 

Charles Prepolec Enter the Lost World of Professor George Edward Challenger (Part 
2/2) 

Kelvin I. Jones Dr Thorndyke and Sherlock Holmes 

Karen Campbell The Adventure of the Final Problem Quiz 

Sonia Fetherson Sherlock Holmes goes to preschool 

Mike Ranieri Here’s to the Bootmakers, a toast 

Clifford Goldfarb Winston Churchill and Arthur Conan Doyle — Finest of the Empire 

VOLUME 43, NUMBER 4 (FALL 2020) 

Author Title 

Mark Alberstat Traces of Bootprints: The creeping man makes his appearance 

Richard Brown Rejuvenation Therapy: Historical background to The Creeping Man 

Jim Ballinger The Creeping Man, song 

Douglas Kerr The Strange Case of the Creeping Man 

Barbara Rusch Sinister Elements in “The Adventure of the Creeping Man” 

Charles Prepolec Review: ‘Something of Themselves: Kipling, Kingsley, Conan Doyle 
and the Boer War’ by Sarah LeFanu 

Mark Alberstat Review: ‘Conan Doyle’s Wide World: Sherlock Holmes and Beyond’ 
by Andrew Lycett 

Mark Alberstat Review: ‘The Annotated Hound of the Baskervilles’ by Kelvin I. Jones 

Karen Campbell Strictly Personal 

Bruce Aikin & David 
Sanders 

Bootmakers’s Diary: June & July 2020 
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*These issues of For the Sake of the Trust are copyright 2020 by the Baker Street Irregulars Trust. 
Editors’ note: We do hope that reprinting For the Sake of the Trust becomes “a routine in the same 
spirit as our republication of Peter Blau’s Scuttlebutt” (page 135 above). That means providing a truly 
faithful facsimile of the original version (2020 Baker Street Almanac viii & 3-4). Still, there may from 
time to time be an imperfection in the original that the Trust would like to flag and correct here. So, 
we will do that in footnotes on the appropriate pages. You will see a few examples below. 
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* 
  

                                                                                                         
*Editors’ note: In the box in the right column, Tamar Zeffren’s name is misspelled. 
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* 
  

                                                                                                         
*Editors’ note: In the left column, the sixth bullet and the associated text should be deleted. 
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* 
  

                                                                                                         
*Editors’ note: In the right column, first full paragraph, fourth line, Bliss Austin’s first and last names 
are transposed. 
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* 

                                                                                                         
*Editors’ note: At the end of the page, the “(Continued)” appears to be an orphan — because the editors 
of the Baker Street Almanac opted not to reproduce the customary “Thank you for donating to the 
BSI Trust!” form that appeared after this page in the original issue of For the Sake of the Trust since it 
is the same as the version on page 239 above — but in the original it was where it belonged. 
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The grid of the puzzle created by Frank V. Morley in 1934, as it  
appeared in The Saturday Review of Literature, May 19, 1934.  

Collection of the authors. 
______________________________________________________ 

PAST SHERLOCKIANS 
Linda and Harrison Hunt* 

THE SHERLOCKIAN CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
n the earliest years of the Baker Street Irregulars, long before the creation 
of The Baker Street Journal, Christopher Morley used “The Bowling Green” 
column in The Saturday Review of Literature to air news of the nascent 

group. “Our organ is the Saturday Review of Literature,” Vincent Starrett 
wrote to Edgar W. Smith in 1937, “or rather Morley’s department in that 
journal, the Bowling Green.”  
                                                                                                         
* Linda and Harrison Hunt are co-authors of “Aboriginals”: The Earliest Baker Street Irregulars, 1934-
1940 (BSI Press 2019). “Past Sherlockians” was inspired by “Births and Deaths of Past Cricketers” 
in the Wisden Cricketers’ Almanac. Copyright 2021 Linda and Harrison Hunt. 

I 
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It was in this column, on May 19, 1934, that Christopher Morley printed 
a Sherlockian crossword puzzle as a litmus test for serious Sherlockians. It 
had been crafted by his youngest brother Frank Vigor Morley to while away 
the time on a voyage to England the previous March. Chris Morley gave his 
readers two weeks to solve the puzzle, promising membership in the Baker 
Street Irregulars to all who submitted perfect answers. (He soon amended 
that to allow one or two minor errors.)  

Forty individuals and families passed the test. As would be expected, sev-
eral of them were or became noteworthy Sherlockians, including Vincent 
Starrett, Elmer Davis, Walter Kleinfelter, William S. Hall, and Robert 
Keith Leavitt. Some additional solvers were invited to join these men at BSI 
dinners, while others, who lived far from New York, were passed over.  

The people who successfully inked in this iconic BSI puzzle were a varied 
and fascinating group. Among them were journalists and scientists, bookmen 
and lawyers, corporate executives, musicians, academics, and civil servants. 
Significantly to the history of the Baker Street Irregulars, almost one third 
were women. Theoretically, all of them were members of the Irregulars; a few 
were even given letters to that effect by Christopher Morley, but he never 
invited any of the ladies to participate in Irregulars activities.  

This shortcoming was partially remedied in 1990 when Dorothy Beverly 
West and Katherine McMahon, the last known surviving women who had 
solved the crossword puzzle, were awarded the BSI’s Queen Victoria Medal; 
one year later, McMahon became one of the first women inducted as inves-
titured members of the Baker Street Irregulars. It was not discovered until 
years later that four additional women solvers were still alive, the last of 
whom survived until 2007. 

CRITERIA 
All those listed in this section have passed beyond the Reichenbach, and 

have distinguished themselves in the Sherlockian world. Listings include 
birth and death dates, nation of residence, field(s) of accomplishment, and 
selected Sherlockian organizations, honors, and publications/films. Dates are 
given month, day, year. 

This feature is an ongoing project and will be added to annually; future 
lists will include more international Sherlockians. Some significant figures, 
most notably Sherlock Holmes and John H. Watson, have not been included 
because their birth and death dates cannot be verified. These listings are by 
necessity brief and not meant to be biographies. Recommendations for addi-
tional information about past Sherlockians can be found at the end of this 
section. 



PAST SHERLOCKIANS 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   250 

ABBREVIATIONS 
Occupations/Studies: A (author) • Ac (actor) • Ad (academic) • Ar (artist) • Ba 
(banking) • C (collector) • CM (corporate management) • Cr (contributor) • 
D (Doyle authority) • Ed (editor) • F (film production) • Gt (government) • 
H (historian) • J (journalist) • L (law) • Li (librarian) • M (Morley authority) • 
Mch (merchant) • Med (medicine) • Mu (musician) • Pub (publishing) • 
Pub/O (online publishing) • Ra (radio productions) • S (Sherlockian) • St 
(stage productions) • TV (television productions) 

Nations: Au (Australia) • Ca (Canada) • D (Denmark) • Fr (France) •  
G (Germany) • Gr (Greece) • In (India) • Ir (Ireland) • It (Italy) • Jp (Japan) 
• Ny (Norway) • Rus (Russia) • Sp (Spain) • Sw (Sweden) • Sz (Switzerland) 
• UK (United Kingdom) • USA (United States of America) 

Organizations: AMS (Amateur Mendicant Society) • ASH (Adventuresses 
of Sherlock Holmes) • BSI (Baker Street Irregulars) • BT (Bootmakers of 
Toronto) • HB (Hounds of the Baskerville (sic)) • HC (Hugo’s Companions) 
• IC (Illustrious Clients of Indianapolis) • RC (The Red Circle of Washington, 
DC) • SBB (Speckled Band of Boston) • SCB (Sons of the Copper Beeches) 
• SHK/D (Sherlock Holmes Klubben i Danmark SHS) • SHS (Sherlock 
Holmes Society (pre-war England)) • SHSL (Sherlock Holmes Society of 
London) • SN (The Six Napoleons) • TFOP (The Five Orange Pips) 

Publications: BSJ (Baker Street Journal) • CH (Canadian Holmes) • SHJ 
(Sherlock Holmes Journal) • SM (Serpentine Muse) • SR (Saturday Review 
of Literature) 

Awards: CPS (solved BSI Crossword Puzzle, 1934) • EA (Edgar award) • 
HH (Horace Harker Award) • Hu (Hugo award) • HonS (Honorary Secre-
tary) • MBt (Master Bootmaker) • MM (Morley-Montgomery Award) • PP 
(Pulitzer Prize) • QVM (Queen Victoria Medal, BSI) • RS (Rhodes Scholar) • 
TW (Baker Street Irregulars “The Woman”) • 2s (Two Shilling award, BSI) 

PAST SHERLOCKIANS 
Anderson, Poul William. 11-15-1926–8-1-2001. USA. S, A. BSI (1960). BSJ, 

MM (1958, 1968). Science Fiction and Fantasy Hall of Fame, Hu, Nebula 
Award. 

Asimov, Isaac, Ph.D. 1-2-1920–4-6-1992. USA. S, A, Ad (Boston University). 
Author/editor of 500 books. Hu; Fellow, American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences; Science Fiction and Fantasy Hall of Fame. BSI (1976), 2s (1992). 
Asimov’s Sherlockian Limericks (1978); Cr Beyond Baker Street (1976). 
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Atwill, Lionel Alfred William. 3-1-1885–4-22-1946. UK/USA. Ac. Dr. Mor-
timer, The Hound of the Baskervilles (1939); Moriarty, Sherlock Holmes and the 
Secret Weapon (1942). 

Baring-Gould, William Stuart. 8-7-1913–8-11-1967. USA. S, Pub, CM (Time, 
Inc.), A. BSI (1952), 2s (1963), MM judge. TFOP. BSJ. The Chronological 
Holmes (1955); Sherlock Holmes of Baker Street (1962); The Annotated Sherlock 
Holmes (1967).  

Barrymore, John. 2-15-1882–5-29-1942. USA. Ac. Sherlock Holmes, Sherlock 
Holmes (1922). 

Bell, Harold Wilmerding. 12-23-1885–8-29-1947. USA/UK. S, Ad, A. SHS, 
BSI (1934), SBB (charter member and Keeper). Sherlock Holmes and Dr. 
Watson: The Chronology of Their Adventures; Baker Street Studies (ed). 

Bigelow, Sherburne Tupper. 8-3-1901–6-13-1993. Ca. S, L, magistrate, chairman 
Ontario Racing Commission, A. Canadian Horse Racing Hall of Fame. BSI 
(1959), 2s (1969). SHJ. BSJ, MM. An Irregular Anglo-American Glossary of . . . 
the Sherlock Holmes Saga (1959); Bigelow on Holmes (1974); The Baker Street 
Briefs (1992); Cr Beyond Baker Street (1976). 

Blakely, Colin George. 9-23-1930–5-7-1987. UK. Ac. Dr. Watson, The Private 
Life of Sherlock Holmes (1970). 

Briggs, Gray Chandler, M.D. 1-30-1883–1-23-1942. USA. S, C. Proposed 111 
Baker Street as location of 221B. 

Brosnan, Vincent Michael. 8-12-1933–12-28-2013. USA. S, C, Mch, Pub. TV 
(news editor). Two Emmys, LA Press Club Award, Peabody Award. BSI 
(2011). Founder “Sherlock in L.A.” Sherlockiana sales, 1982; Sherlock in 
L.A. Press, 1985. 

Bruce, William Nigel Ernle. 2-4-1895–10-8-1953. UK/USA. Ac. BSI (1944). 
Dr. Watson opp. Basil Rathbone, 14 films (1939-1946), & on radio (1939-
1946); on radio opp. Tom Conway (1946-1947). 

Calamai, Peter. 6-23-1943–1-22-2019. Ca. S, J. Order of Canada, Hon. Ph.D., 
Michener Award. BT, MBt (2000); BSI (2005), MM (2012). Canada and 
Sherlock Holmes (co-ed.); BSJ and CH. 

Christ, Jay Finley. 12-15-1884–12-10-1963. USA. S, Ad (Univ. of Chicago), L, 
A. BSI (1949), 2s (1964, post.), SHSL (hon.), HB, HC, IC (founding 
member). BSJ, SHJ, Chicago Tribune “A Line O’ Type or Two,” An Irregular 
Guide to Sherlock Holmes of Baker Street (1947), An Irregular Chronology of 
Sherlock Holmes of Baker Street (1947). Creator of the standard four-character 
abbreviations of the Canon. 

Constable, John Davidson, M.D. 6-21-1927–6-6-2016. USA. S, Med plastic 
surgeon. SBB (Keeper); BSI (1986). 



PAST SHERLOCKIANS 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   252 

Conway, Tom (Thomas Charles Saunders). 9-15-1904–4-22-1967. UK/USA. 
Ac. Sherlock Holmes on radio opposite Nigel Bruce (1946-1947).  

Cumings, Thayer. 3-16-1904–2-19-1989. USA. S, Advertising. TFOP, BSI (1953).  
Cushing, Peter Wilton. 5-26-1913–8-11-1994. UK. Ac. Officer, Order of the 

British Empire. Sherlock Holmes, The Hound of the Baskervilles (1959); TV, 
Sherlock Holmes, 16 episodes (1968).  

Dannay, Frederic (Daniel Nathan). 10-20-1905–9-3-1982. USA. S, A, Ed, Pub. 
With cousin Manfred B. Lee, wrote under name Ellery Queen. Co-ed., Ellery 
Queen’s Mystery Magazine. Mystery Writers of America, Grand Master, EA. 
BSI (1950). Ed., The Misadventures of Sherlock Holmes (1944). 

Davenport, Basil. 3-7-1905–4-7-1966. USA. S, A, J, Ed. BSI (1951), MM judge. 
Davis, Elmer Holmes. 1-13-1890–5-18-1958. USA. S, J, A, G, Radio commen-

tator. RS, Peabody Awards. BSI (1949), CPS. SRL. Author of the BSI Con-
stitution and Buy Laws.  

DeWaal, Ronald Burt. 10-23-1932–7-3-2018. USA. S, Li, Ad (Colorado State 
Univ.) BSI (1969), 2s (1984). Compiler, The World Bibliography of Sherlock 
Holmes and Doctor Watson (1974), The Universal Sherlock Holmes. 

Dodge, Laurence Paine. 8-23-1885–11-16-1965. USA. S, BSI (1944), CPS. SBB.  
Doyle, Arthur Ignatius Conan, M.D., M.B., C.M. 5-22-1859–7-7-1930. UK. 

A, Physician, Spiritualist. Knight Bachelor (1902). Author of the Sherlock 
Holmes stories and other works. Literary agent of John H. Watson. Steel 
True, Blade Straight. 

Fleming, Ian. 9-10-1888–1-1-1969. UK. Ac. Dr. Watson opp. Arthur Wontner, 
5 films (1931-1937). 

Folsom, Henry Titus. 6-18-1927–5-8-2018. USA. S, Cleric, A. BSI (1965) 2s 
(1986), MM (1965). The Cornish Horrors (founder). Throughout the Years at 
Baker Street. 

Frisbie, Owen Phelps. 10-21-1897–6-12-1963. USA. S, Pub. TFOP (founding 
member), BSI (1950), SBB. BSJ. Cr, The Best of the Pips (1955). 

Gabel, Martin, 6-19-1912–5-22-1986. Ac, F. Tony award (1961). Professor 
Moriarty, Broadway musical Baker Street (1965).  

Goodman, Charles, D.D.S. 9-2-1900–2-10-1991. USA. S, C, Dentist. BSI 
(1950) 2s (1977) BSJ. 

Goodrich, William D. 3-27-1936–10-20-2019. USA. S, C, Ba, A, Pub. BSI 
(1977), HB, HC. HH. Co-founder, Baker Street Miscellanea (1975). Compiler, 
Good Old Index (1987), The New Good Old Index (1994).  

Gordon, Mary Gilmour. 5-16-1882–8-23-1963. UK/USA. Ac. Mrs. Hudson 
opp. Basil Rathbone, 9 films (1939-1946). 
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Greig, Peter. 11-2-1889–3-13-1969. USA. S. Wine/Spirits Mch, food expert, A. 
BSI (1951). 

Hall, William Sidney. 11-30-1889–9-29-1971. USA. S, Pub, C, A, Ar. BSI (1944) 
2s (1966), CPS. Crew of the S.S. Friesland, Amsterdam. 

Harding, David Llewellyn “Lyn”. 10-12-1867–12-26-1952. UK. Ac. Grimesby 
Roylott opp. Raymond Massey (1931), Professor Moriarty opp. Arthur 
Wontner (1935, 1937). 

Hardwick, John Michael Drinkrow. 9-10-1924–3-6-1991. UK. S, A, Ra. 
SHSL, BSI (1985). Script writer for numerous BBC Radio Sherlock 
Holmes dramatizations. Author, Sherlock Holmes: My Life and Crimes, The 
Private Life of Dr. Watson, and several pastiches. Co-author with his wife 
Mollie of The Sherlock Holmes Companion, The Man Who Was Sherlock 
Holmes, the novelization of Billy Wilder’s The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes, 
and three volumes of short Sherlock Holmes plays.  

Hardwick, Mollie Greenhalgh. 3-7-1916–12-13-2003. UK. S, Au. SHSL. Novelist. 
Co-author with her husband Michael of numerous volumes about Sherlock 
Holmes, Charles Dickens and British literary history. 

Haycraft, Howard. 7-24-1905–11-11-1991. USA. Pub, A, EA. BSI (1950), 2s 
(1972). The Art of the Mystery Story (ed). 

Heldenbrand, Howard Page. 4-22-1927–6-8-1965. USA. S, Ra, Pub, A. BSI 
(1951), Scandalous Bohemians of Akron, Greek Interpreters (founding officer), 
AMS, SOCB. BSJ. Heldenbrand’s Christmas Perennial (1954), “Holy Days 
from the Sacred Writings” (1958); Cr, Two Baker Street Akronisms (1945), 
Leaves from the Copper Beeches (1959). 

Hoey. Dennis. 3-30-1893–7-25-1960. UK/USA. Ac. Lestrade opp. Basil 
Rathbone, 6 films (1942-1946). 

Howlett, Alfreda Dorothy Pearce. 9-3-1918–2-15-2020. UK. S, Li. SHSL 
(founding member, president). BSI (2020). An organizer of the Festival of 
Britain Sherlock Holmes Exhibit (1951). 

Howlett, Anthony Douglas. 12-30-1924–8-21-2003. UK. S, L, Gt. SHSL (found-
ing member, HonS, chairman, president). SHJ. An organizer of the Festival 
of Britain Sherlock Holmes Exhibit (1951) and the first SHSL pilgrimage to 
Switzerland (1968).  

Keddie, James, Sr. 10-11-1883–10-7-1942. USA. S, Pub. SBB (founder and first 
Cheetah). Cr, The Second Cab (1947). 

Klinefelter, Walter. 11-3-1899–7-4-1987. USA. S, A, Pub, C, Mch. BSI (1962) 
2s (1987), CPS. Sherlock Holmes in Portrait and Profile. 
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Koelle, John Brampton “Jack”. 4-25-1921–4-25-2018. USA. S, USAF, electrical 
engineer. BSI (1965), 2s (1986). SOCB (Headmastiff). BSJ. Cr, More Leaves 
from the Copper Beeches (1976). 

Leavitt, Robert Keith. 8-20-1895–5-25-1967. USA. S, Advertising, A. BSI (1949), 
MM (1961), CPS. BSJ. 

Lee, Christopher. 5-27-1922–6-7-2015. UK. Ac. Sherlock Holmes, Sherlock 
Holmes and the Deadly Necklace (1962), Sherlock Holmes and the Leading Lady 
(1991), Incident at Victoria Falls (1992); Mycroft Holmes, The Private Life of 
Sherlock Holmes (1970). 

Lellenberg, Jon Lynn. 2-6-1946–4-24-2021. USA. S, D, A, Ed, H, Gt (Defense 
Department), Representative of the Conan Doyle Estate in the USA. BSI 
(1974), 2s (1988), Thucydides (1989), MM (1998), Silver Penguin (2002); 
TFOP, RC, SCB, HB, The Bruce-Partington Planners (founder), Great Alkali 
Plainsmen of Kansas City, SHK/D, SHSL, Arthur Conan Doyle Society (found-
ing member). BSJ, SHJ, Baker Street Miscellanea (co-ed), SR (co-ed); a, Baker 
Street Irregular (2010); ed., BSI History Series, (4 vols., 1990-1999), The Quest 
for Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1987), Nova 57 Minor (1990), Disjecta Membra 
(2001), “Certain Rights, and Also Certain Duties” (2009); co-ed., “Dear Starrett—”/ 
“Dear Briggs—” (1989), Arthur Conan Doyle: A Life in Letters (2007), Sherlock 
Holmes in America (2009), Dangerous Work (2012). EA, Agatha, Macavity Award, 
Defense Monitoring Services Medal. 

Macdonell, Archibald Gordon. 11-3-1895–1-16-1941. UK. S, A, Radio Com-
mentator. SHS (founder and HonS).  

Macnee, Daniel Patrick. 2-6-1922–6-25-2015. UK/Ca/USA. Ac. Dr. Watson, 
Sherlock Holmes in New York (1976), Incident at Victoria Falls (1991), Sherlock 
Holmes and the Leading Lady (1992); Sherlock Holmes, The Hound of London 
(1993), The Case of the Temporal Nexus (1996). 

Mansbridge, Frederick Ronald. 11-11-1905–9-1-2006. USA. S, A, Pub. BSI 
(1998). BSJ.  

McMahon, Katherine. 8-8-1907–12-18-1999. USA. S, Mch books, L. BSI 
(1991), QVM (1990), CPS. One of the first women investitured in the BSI. 

Meiser, Edith. 5-9-1898–9-26-1993. USA. S, Ac, Ra, A. TW (1987), QVM 
(1989), BSI (1991). Script writer, “The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes” radio 
show, 1930-1936; and “The New Adventures of Sherlock Holmes” starring 
Basil Rathbone, 1939-1943.  

Montgomery, James Stephens. 3-22-1898–11-9-1955. USA. S, Mu. SOCB (co-
founder), BSI (1949), TFOP, SBB. BSJ. Author, Christmas Annuals (1951-
1955). Lyricist, “An Irregular Song” and “We Never Mention Aunt Clara;” 
featured singer, BSI Dinners; soloist, Songs of Baker Street (1950). 
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Morison, Eileen Patricia Augusta Fraser. 3-19-1915–5-19-2018. USA. Ac, Mu. 
Hilda Courtney Dressed to Kill (1946). 

Morley, Christopher Darlington. 5-5-1890–3-28-1957. USA. S, A. RS. BSI 
(founder and first Gasogene); SHS, Hon. Member. Intro, “In Memoriam 
Sherlock Holmes,” Doubleday omnibus edition of the Canon (1930); “A 
Christmas Story Without Slush;” ed. Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson, A 
Textbook of Friendship (1944); BSJ “Clinical Notes by a Resident Patient;” 
SRL, “The Bowling Green” and “Trade Winds.” 

Morley, Felix Muskett, Ph.D. 1-6-1894–3-13-1982. USA. S, J, Ad (Brookings 
Instn., Haverford), A, St. RS, PP (Washington Post). BSI (1944). BSJ. Cr 
Profiles by Gaslight (1944). 

Morley, Frank Vigor, Ph.D. 1-4-1899–10-8-1980. USA/UK. S, A, Ed, Pub, Gt. 
RS. BSI (1944), SHS. Creator of the BSI Sherlockian Crossword Puzzle, 1934. 

Neil, Roy William. 9-4-1887–12-14-1946. USA. F. Directed 11 Sherlock Holmes 
films starring Basil Rathbone (1943-1946). 

Officer, Harvey. 4-5-1872–5-20-1947. USA. S, Cleric, Mu. BSI (1934), CPS. 
Composer, Baker Street Suite; lyricist, “The Road to Baker Street”. 

Pratt, Murray Fletcher. 4-25-1897–6-10-1956. USA. S, J, A, H. BSI (1949). BSJ. 
Cr, The Second Cab (1947). 

Rabe, Wilmer Taylor “Bill”. 9-12-1921–4-4-1992. USA. S, Ra, Publicist, A. BSI 
(1955), 2s (1990). Organizer, Martha Hudson Breakfasts, BSI Weekend. 
Old Soldiers of Baker Street (founding officer); AMS (Archivist); SHK/D; 
dedicated first Sherlockian plaque in Meiringen, Switzerland (1952). BSJ. 
S’ian Who’s Who and What’s What (1961, 1962); We Always Mention Aunt Clara 
(1990). Compiler, recordings Voices from Baker Street (1961, 1965, 1981). 

Rathbone, Philip St. John Basil 6-13-1892–7-21-1967. UK/USA. Ac. St. BSI 
(1944). Sherlock Holmes in 14 films (1939-1946), on radio (1939-1946) and 
on Broadway (1953). 

Roosevelt, Franklin Delano. 1-30-1882–4-12-1945. USA. S, Gt, A, President of 
the United States. BSI (1944). Five letters to the BSI published as “A Baker 
Street Folio” (1945).  

Sayers, Dorothy Leigh. 6-13-1893–12-17-1957. UK. S, A, Translator, Theologian. 
Hon. LLD. SHS (founding member). Proposed Watson’s middle name was 
Hamish.  

Seyffertitz, Gustav von. 8-4-1862–12-25-1943. G/USA. Ac. Prof. Moriarty opp. 
John Barrymore, 1922. 

Shaw, John Bennett. 10-13-1913–10-6-1994. USA. S, C. BSI (1965), 2s 
(1980), QVM (1985). Compiler of “The Shaw 100.” Huge collection of 
Sherlockiana, now at the University of Minnesota. 
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Smith, Edgar Wadsworth. 4-1-1894–9-17-1960. USA. S, A, Ed, Pub, CM 
General Motors. TFOP, BSI (1944; Buttons-Cum-Commissionaire), SOCB, 
SBB; publisher BSJ and The Pamphlet House. Ed., Profile by Gaslight 
(1944). Cr, The Second Cab (1947), The Best of the Pips (1955), Leaves from 
the Copper Beeches (1959). 

Starr, Herbert Willmarth “Bill”, Ph.D. 4-6-1916–11-23-1976. USA. S, Ad 
(Temple Univ.), A, Ar. SOCB (co-founder, first Headmastiff), BSI (1951) 
2s (1976). BSJ. Judge, Morley-Montgomery Award.  

Starrett, Charles Emerson Vincent. 10-26-1886–1-5-1974. USA. S, A, J, C. 
BSI (1944), 2s (1963), CPS; HB, co-founder; SHS, Hon. Member. The Pri-
vate Life of Sherlock Holmes; 221B: Studies in Sherlock Holmes; “The Unique 
Hamlet;” the poem “221B”. 

Steele, Frederic Dorr. 8-6-1873–7-6-1944. USA. S, Ar, A. Noted illustrator of 
Sherlock Holmes stories for Collier’s and other American publishers. “Sher-
lock Holmes in Pictures”. 

Stephens, Robert Graham. 7-14-1931–11-12-1995. UK. Ac, director. Knight 
Bachelor, Order of the British Empire; Olivier award. Sherlock Holmes, The 
Private Life of Sherlock Holmes (1970). 

Stock, Nigel Hector Munro. 9-21-1919–6-23-1986. UK. Ac. Dr. Watson, TV, 
opp. Douglas Wilmer (1964-1965) & opp. Peter Cushing (1968); 8 radio 
episodes/recordings opp. Robert Hardy (1970); Rufus T. Waxflatter, Young 
Sherlock Holmes (1985). 

Stone, Percival Mason. 3-9-1886–7-16-1965. USA. S, A. BSI (1944), SBB 
(charter member and Poker). Cr The Second Cab (1947).  

Titus, Eve. 7-16-1922–2-4-2002. USA. S, A, Mu. BSI (1993), BSJ. Author, 
five “Basil of Baker Street” children’s books (1958-1982). 

Truman, Harry S. 5-8-1884–12-26-1972. USA. S, Gt, President of the United 
States. BSI (Hon., 1945). 

Tucker, Rufus Stickney, Ph.D. 11-14-1890–11-4-1972. USA. S, Ac (University 
of Michigan, Harvard), Gt, CM. BSI (1944). Author “Genealogical Notes 
on Holmes.” 

Weaver, Fritz William. 1-19-1926–11-26-2016. USA. Ac. Tony award (1970), 
American Theater Hall of Fame (2010). Sherlock Holmes, Broadway musical 
Baker Street (1965).  

Wigglesworth, Belden.6-4-1901–2-4-1977. USA. S, Ba, CM (railroad), Ed, 
Pub. BSI (1944), SBB, Arkansas Valley Investors (founding member). BSJ. 
Cr Profile by Gaslight (1944), The Second Cab (1947).  
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Williams, Howard B[urlew?] “Pete”. 3-9-1902–2-23-1982. USA. S, clerk, J, 
Mch books. BSI (1955). IC (founding member). BSJ. Co-ed. The Illustrious 
Client’s Case-Book (1948, 1953).  

Williamson, Gerald Neal “Jerry”. 4-17-1932–12-8-2005. USA. S, A, Ed, Mu, 
insurance. BSI (1950). IC (founder), HC (hon.), Scandalous Bohemians of 
Akron. BSJ, MM (1960); SHJ. Ed. The Illustrious Client’s Case-Book (1948, 
1949, 1953).  

Wilmer, Douglas. 1-8-1920–3-31-2016. UK. Ac. Sherlock Holmes, TV, 13 epi-
sodes (1964-1965) & The Adventure of Sherlock Holmes’ Smarter Brother (1975). 
Prof. Van Dusen, TV The Rivals of Sherlock Holmes (1973). Member, Diogenes 
Club, TV Sherlock (2012). 

Wilson, Gahan. 2-18-1930–11-21-2019. USA. A, Cartoonist. Numerous Sher-
lockian cartoons in Playboy magazine.  

Wolff, Julian, M.D. 1-11-1905–2-12-1990. USA. S, Med, A, Ed, C, cartogra-
pher. BSI (1945), Commissionaire (1960-1986), 2s (1968), Gold Sovereign 
(1973). SHSL (Hon.) BSJ, Editor (1960-1977). The Sherlockian Atlas (1952), 
Practical Handbook of Sherlockian Heraldry (1955). 

Wontner, Arthur. 1-21-1875–7-10-1960. UK. Ac. Sherlock Holmes in 5 films 
(1931-1937).  

Young, Roland. 11-11-1887–6-5-1953. UK/USA. Ac. Dr. Watson opp. John 
Barrymore (1922). 

Yuhasova, Helene (Helen Yuhasz, Helene Yuhas). 7-5-1919–5-4-2007. USA. 
Gt, Ed, A, Ac. TW (1946). BSJ, SR. Cn, Profile by Gaslight (1944); A Lau-
riston Garden of Verses (1946). 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Boström, Mattias. From Holmes to Sherlock. New York: Mysterious Press, 2017. 
Hunt, Harrison & Linda. “Aboriginals”: The Earliest Baker Street Irregulars, 

1934-1940.  
Lellenberg, Jon (ed.). Irregular Memories of the ‘Thirties; Irregular Records of 

the Early ‘Forties; Irregular Proceedings of the Mid-Forties; Irregular Crises 
of the Late ‘Forties. 

Rabe, W.T. (ed.). S’ian Who’s Who and What’s What. 2 editions, 1961 and 1962. 
http://www.sherlocktron.com/invest.pdf (BSI Investitures by last name) 

We are indebted to Don Hobbs, BSI, for sharing his comprehensive Baker 
Street Irregulars Necrology with us. 
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DOINGS OF DOYLE 
Mark Jones* 

oings of Doyle is a podcast dedicated to the works of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle. The show is hosted by Mark Jones and Paul M. Chapman 
from the U.K. and started broadcasting in November 2019. In each 

episode, Mark and Paul looks at a different aspect of the Conan Doyle’s work, 
exploring the writing history, literary influences, cultural connections and 
links to the Sherlockian canon. In 2020, they ran their first interview show 
to showcase the work of Doylean scholars and explore different aspects of 
Conan Doyle’s life. The podcast can be accessed from the show’s website — 
www.doingsofdoyle.com — and from all the major podcasting platforms 
including Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts and Amazon Alexa. 

Date Title and Decription 

Nov. 6, 2019 Episode 1 — The Doings of Raffles Haw (1891) — Conan Doyle’s short novella, 
written around the time he gave up medicine to become a full-time author. It tells 
the story of a modern-day alchemist and the impact his wealth has on those 
around him. 

Dec. 4, 2019 Episode 2 — The Winning Shot (1883) — A tale of mystery and mesmerism fea-
turing the sinister, vampiric figure of Octavius Gaster and his pursuit of an inno-
cent young woman in Dartmoor. 

                                                                                                         
* Mark Jones is the co-founder and co-host of Doings of Doyle, and of The Literary Agents. Copy-
right 2021 Mark Jones. 
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Date Title and Decription 

Jan. 8, 2020 Episode 3 — The Captain of the Pole-Star (1883) — Conan Doyle’s celebrated 
arctic ghost story of love and loss, based on his voyage on the Hope and richly 
resonant of other tales of geographical and spiritual exploration. 

Feb. 5, 2020 Episode 4 — Danger! Being the Log of Captain John Sirius (1914) — Conan Doyle’s 
prophetic tale of submarine warfare, published days before the outbreak of the 
First World War. It describes how Great Britain comes under threat of starvation 
from a naval blockade. 

Mar. 12, 2020 Episode 5 — The Story of Man with the Watches & The Story of the Lost Special 
(1898) — Two tales from the Round the Fire series that feature an anonymous 
‘amateur reasoner of note.’ Both are included in the apocrypha of Sherlock 
Holmes. 

Apr. 14, 2020 Episode 6 — The Case of Lady Sannox (1893) — Conan Doyle’s gothic master-
piece. A sinister incident leads to a beautiful socialite withdrawing from polite 
society and a celebrated surgeon losing his mind. 

Oct. 29, 2020 Episode 7 — Conan Doyle and Sport, with Mark Albertstat — Mark Albertstat, co-
editor of Canadian Holmes, the journal of The Bootmakers of Toronto, joins the 
podcast to talk about Conan Doyle’s fascination with sport and physical fitness. 

Dec. 4, 2020 Episode 8 — The Captain Sharkey Quartet (1897, 1911) — All aboard the Happy 
Delivery for a voyage to hell and back with Conan Doyle’s unscrupulous pirate 
villain, the damnable Sharkey. 

Dec. 24, 2020 Episode 9 — An Exciting Christmas Eve, or, My Lecture on Dynamite (1883) — 
Conan Doyle’s semi-comic tale about Dr Otto Von Spee of Heidelberg who is 
duped into giving a lecture on explosives to a shadowy group of anarchists. 
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SHERLOCK HOLMES AND LAW 2020 
Ira Brad Matetsky* 

January 1, 2020: As the new year opens, three of Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
Sherlock Holmes stories — “The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire,” “The 
Adventure of the Three Garridebs,” and “The Adventure of the Illustrious 
Client” — enter the public domain in the United States. Only the last six 
stories from The Case-Book of Sherlock Holmes remain copyrighted in the 
United States: four until the end of 2021, and two until the end of 2022. 

March 13, 2020: A criminal defendant wants to appeal his conviction, but 
the time to appeal expired long ago. The defendant claims that he asked his 
lawyer to file a timely appeal and he thought that one was pending. U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Ronald G. Morgan of the Southern District of Texas does 
not believe him. Among other grounds for disbelief, “[t]here is no record of 
[the defendant] contacting this Court or the [appellate court] about the status 
of any appeal. Indeed, there is no contemporaneous evidence that [defendant] 
believed that an appeal had been filed on his behalf, which ‘can be likened to 
the dog that does not bark.’” To support this analogy, Morgan cites a U.S. 
Supreme Court decision, which in turns cites “A. Conan Doyle, Silver 
Blaze, in The Complete Sherlock Holmes 335 (1927).”1 

March 29, 2020: A Chicago school principal alleges a conspiracy to fire her on 
bogus grounds. Among other defendants, she sues the law firm that previously 
represented her, alleging that the firm conspired with the school district to 
discriminate against her. Judge Edmond E. Chang of the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern District of Illinois finds this implausible: “For [the law firm] 
to have joined the conspiracy [as plaintiff alleges] would require scheming 
and planning to rival Sherlock Holmes’ nemesis, Professor Moriarty.”2 

June 23, 2020: Conan Doyle Estate Limited, the entity that holds the remain-
ing copyrights on the works of Arthur Conan Doyle, files a lawsuit against 
the creators of the Enola Holmes book series and upcoming film. The action, 
captioned Conan Doyle Estate Ltd. v. Springer et al.,3 is filed in the U.S. District 

                                                                                                         
* Ira Brad Matetsky is “The Final Problem” in the Baker Street Irregulars. 
1 Cisneros v. United States, 2020 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 95237, at *40-41 (S.D. Tex. Mar. 13, 2020) 
(quoting Chisom v. Roemer, 501 U.S. 380, 396 n.23 (1991)). 
2 Washington v. Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym, Ltd., 2020 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 56066, at *14 (N.D. 
Ill. Mar. 29, 2020). Judge Chang is a repeat citer of the Canon. See Rivera v. Google Inc., 238 F. Supp. 
3d 1088, 1099 n.8 (N.D. Ill. 2017) (concluding that “Silver Blaze” should not guide the court’s 
analysis of legislative history).  
3 Case No. 1:20-cv-00610-KG-KK. Copies of key documents can be found at free-sherlock.com. 
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Court for the District of New Mexico. The Complaint contends that the 
books and film violate the Estate’s copyrights because, among other things, 
they depict Sherlock Holmes as expressing emotions and respect for women, 
which the Estate alleges Holmes did only in the ten remaining stories that are 
(or until recently were) under copyright. A second count of the Complaint 
asserts that “Enola Holmes” infringes on trademarks allegedly owned by the 
Estate. In due course, the defendants all respond to the Complaint and deny 
any wrongdoing or liability. (See October 30 and December 18 entries.) 

July 23, 2020: A federal prisoner serving a life sentence for drug trafficking 
and money laundering moves for a sentence reduction under the First Step 
Act. In granting the motion, U.S. District Judge Anthony J. Trenga of the 
Eastern District of Virginia observes that the defendant has used his time in 
prison productively. For example, the court notes favorably that the defendant 
“has engaged in adult education classes in sports biography, Sherlock Holmes, 
Last of the Mohicans, Ivanhoe, anger management, leadership, and stock 
market investing, among others.”4 

August 27, 2020 — In a complex insurance dispute, an insurer (FGIC) asserts 
that it relied upon the allocation of certain assets in agreeing to provide insur-
ance for a transaction. However, there is no record of FGIC’s having raised 
any issues about the asset allocation at the time. U.S. District Judge Lewis J. 
Liman of the Southern District of New York concludes: “Like the dog that 
did not bark, FGIC’s silence about the asset allocation and after the approval 
of the FGIC transaction is a powerful clue that FGIC did not rely upon the 
percentage of prime RMBS or seasoned RMBS in the PCS, but upon other 
factors, in deciding to provide insurance to Calyon in connection with the Pyx-
is transaction. See Arthur Conan Doyle, Silver Blaze, in The Complete Sherlock 
Holmes 335 (1930).” The court relies on an earlier Second Circuit decision in 
which the appeals court similarly observed that “the failure of the dog to bark 
— its silence when it would ordinarily be heard — was a clue the legendary 
detective considered in solving the crime.”5 

September 8, 2020: In another case before the Southern District of New 
York, eighteen states challenge a new Labor Department rule narrowing the 
definition of a “joint employer” under the Federal Labor Standards Act. Judge 
Gregory H. Woods reviews several justifications for the new rule, including 
that the new rule was merely an interpretation of the prior rule that had been 

                                                                                                         
4 United States v. Day, 2020 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 133586, at *24 (E.D. Va. July 23, 2020). 
5 Financial Guarantee Insurance Co. v. Putnam Advisory Co., 2020 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 155918, at *312-
13 (S.D.N.Y. Aug. 27, 2020) (quoting In re Chateaugay Corp., 89 F.3d 942, 954 n.1 (2d Cir. 1996)). 
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in effect for more than eighty years. The judge finds this theory implausible 
because no other court decision had ever endorsed that interpretation. 
Woods writes of the Secretary of Labor’s position: “That is thin gruel. If the 
Department of Labor’s interpretation were ‘clear’ (or even permissible), 
some court would have probably adopted its rationale. But the Department 
has found not a one. Over eighty years later, this dog has yet to bark. Cf. A. 
Doyle, Silver Blaze, in The Complete Sherlock Holmes 335 (1967).6 

September 9, 2020: A criminal defendant moves for release from pre-trial 
detention. The court had previously ordered her detained pending trial, but 
she argues that circumstances have changed owing to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. To obtain relief, defendant must provide “new evidence” that was not 
available to her at the time of the earlier determination. U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Christopher L. Ray of the Southern District of Georgia concludes that she 
has succeeded in doing so. “While the evidence [the defendant] presented at 
the [new] hearing may have been available to her when the original detention 
determination was made, the probative value of that evidence is altered [by 
the pandemic] in a way that could not have been anticipated at that time.” 
In other words, “[t]he novelty does [not] arise from the facts themselves, but 
in the evidentiary value of those facts. It may be clear from the beginning of 
an investigation that a dog did not bark in the nighttime. As the context 
develops, however, that same silence may take on a completely novel signifi-
cance.” To support this conclusion, the court references “Silver Blaze,” in 
which “Sherlock Holmes deduces from a dog’s failure to bark that it was the 
trainer who attempted to harm a valuable horse.’”7 

October 12, 2020: During opening statements at the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee hearing on Amy Coney Barrett’s nomination to be a Supreme Court 
Justice, Senator Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) points out that his Democratic colleagues 
have focused more on the timing of the nomination than on Judge Barrett’s 
qualifications for the position. He states, “let me observe as Sherlock Holmes 
famously observed that what speaks the loudest is the dog that didn’t bark.” 

October 30, 2020: The “Film Defendants” in Conan Doyle Estate v. Springer 
file a motion to dismiss the lawsuit. With regard to the copyright claim, the 
defendants argue that general character traits such as “showing emotions” or 
“respecting women” are not subject to copyright protection, especially when 
embodied in a public-domain character. In addition, even if these traits could 

                                                                                                         
6 New York v. Scalia, 2020 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 163498, at *69 (S.D.N.Y. Sept. 8, 2020). 
7 United States v. Dickerson, 2020 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 186185, at *8 & n.4 (S.D. Ga. Sept. 9, 2020) 
(quoting Thomas v. Pierce, Hamilton & Stern, Inc., 967 F. Supp. 507, 508 n.2 (N.D. Ga. 1997)). 
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be copyrighted, Sherlock Holmes repeatedly displayed emotions and respect 
for women in canonical stories within the public domain — not solely in the 
handful of stories remaining under copyright, as the Estate asserts. With 
regard to the trademark claim, defendants argue that trademark protection for 
titles of expressive works is limited and that trademark protection may not be 
misused to extend the term of an expired copyright. 
November 10, 2020: The Times (London) reports that a longstanding mystery 
surrounding the ownership of the premises renumbered as 221B Baker Street 
in London has been resolved. (This is a different location from the 221B 
Baker Street where the Sherlock Holmes Museum is located.) Based on leaked 
“Panama Papers” data and the results of a law-enforcement “Unexplained 
Wealth Order” investigation, the owner reportedly turns out to be Dariga 
Nazarbayeva, a daughter of the President of Kazakhstan.8 
November 30, 2020: The issue before the court in a patent case is how certain 
language in the patent should be interpreted. Judge Richard G. Andrews of 
the District of Delaware analyzes the patent language and concludes that “[b]y 
process of elimination, a POSA [person of ordinary skill in the art] would 
understand with reasonable certainty that ‘sulfamide’ is Famotidine Impurity.” 
In a footnote, he adds, “[i]n this way, it is analogous to Sherlock Holmes in 
‘The Adventure of the Beryl Coronet’: ‘[W]hen you have excluded the impos-
sible, whatever remains, however improbable, must be the truth.’”9 
December 18, 2020: The parties to Conan Doyle Estate Ltd. v. Springer file a 
Stipulation of Voluntary Dismissal, agreeing to the dismissal of all claims in 
the litigation with prejudice, and thereby ending the case. 
December 24, 2020: Proving that canonical allusions in court decisions are 
an international phenomenon, the High Court of Delhi emphasizes that a 
failure to follow statutory procedures, as the courts have repeatedly defined 
them, will invalidate a tax assessment proceeding. Justice Manmohan opens 
the court’s decision: “‘Elementary My Dear Watson’ is a popular phrase often 
attributed to Sherlock Homes, the English detective in the works of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle. However, it seems, like the present case highlights, nothing is 
elementary to the appellant, even when the statute uses clear and explicit 
language, till the superior courts like the High Court and the Supreme Court 
repeatedly interpret a section.”10 
                                                                                                         
8 “Strange case of Dariga Nazarbayeva, Mystery Owner of Sherlock Holmes’s Baker Street Address,” 
The Times (Nov. 10, 2020). 
9 Horizon Meds. LLC v. Alkem Labs. Ltd., Civil Action No. 18-1014-RGA, 2020 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 
222896, at *66 & n.7 (D. Del. Nov. 30, 2020). 
10 PCIT v. Headstrong Services India Pvt. Ltd., ITA 77/2019 (Delhi High Court Dec. 24, 2020). 
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SHERLOCKIAN GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 
Mike McSwiggin* 

hat follows is a list of Sherlockian groups and societies, broken down 
as geographic, professional, or other. Geographic-based groups are 
arranged by state for groups in the United States and country for 

outside of the United States. Professional groups are listed alphabetically (each 
listing describes the profession represented). Finally, the category “Other” 
contains groups that are either internet-based, American national groups 
(not confined to a particular state), or simply unclassifiable. Many thanks to 
Peter Blau, who is the keeper of lists and general fount of knowledge for all 
things Sherlockian. We have used mailing address contact information sup-
plied to him, augmented wherever possible with updated email addresses, 
websites, and Facebook groups. 

As with all topics in this Almanac, we look to you, the reader, to supplement 
our understanding and knowledge. If your group needs updated contact in-
formation or is missing entirely, please let us know. Ideally, we would like email, 
website, and Facebook group information, along with the group’s name and 
any other pertinent information. 

While there was little opportunity for groups to meet in person in 2020, 
that did not slow their activity. In fact, many groups have clearly flourished 
in the age of virtual meetings. And Sherlockians looking for distraction and 
fellowship have attended more meetings than ever. While few will look back 
on the COVID era with nostalgia, I think it is safe to say that a rare high-
light has been attending more Sherlockian meetings than ever before. I per-
sonally have attended meetings in more time zones than I would otherwise be 
likely to cover in a year. To that end, knowing which groups are out there has 
become essential for many of us. New groups have certainly been added to 
this ever-growing list. Please email me (at mikemcswiggin@gmail.com) with 
any updates, additions, or deletions. Thanks to everyone for helping us out! 

SHERLOCKIAN SOCIETIES BY COUNTRY 
Austria 

Baker Street Vienna 
Silvia Groniewicz 
Anton-Baumgartnerstrasse 44/C5/1/1 
1230 Vienna 
AUSTRIA 
https://www.facebook.com/BakerStreetVienna/ 
                                                                                                         
* Mike McSwiggin is “A Seven-Per-Cent Solution” in the Baker Street Irregulars. 
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Australia 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Melbourne 
Michael Duke 
Melbourne 3 Gillies Street 
Hampton, Vic. 3188 
AUSTRALIA 
mmgduke@bigpond.net.au  

The Sherlock Holmes Society of South Australia 
Mark Chellew 
P.O. Box 85 
Daw Park, SA 5041 
AUSTRALIA 
https://sites.google.com/site/sherlocksa/ 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Western Australia 
Fred Rutter 
49 Cedar Way 
Forrestfield, WA 6058 
AUSTRALIA 
camden.house@telstra.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/105055146203626 

The Sydney Passengers 
Bill Barnes 
19 Malvern Avenue 
Manly, N.S.W. 2095 
AUSTRALIA 
http://www.sherlock.on.net/ 

Belgium 

Le peloton des cyclistes solitaires 
Cedric C. Goffinet 
Rue de Levallois-Perret 46 
B-1080 Bruxelles 
BELGIUM 

Brazil 

The Isadora Klein Amateur Mendicant Society 
Carlos Orsi Martinho 
r. Zacarias de Goes, 404, ap. 92 
Jundiai-SP 13201-800 
BRAZIL 
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Canada 

The Bimetallic Question 
Wilfrid de Freitas 
Box 883, Stock Exchange Tower 
Montreal, QC H4Z 1K2 
CANADA 
http://www.bimetallicquestion.org/ 

The Bootmakers of Toronto 
Thelma Beam 
360 Bloor Street East #910 
Toronto, ON M4W 3M3 
CANADA 
https://www.torontobootmakers.com/ 

The Halifax Spence Munros 
Mark J. Alberstat 
46 Kingston Crescent 
Dartmouth, NS B3A 2M2 
CANADA 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Spence-Munros-212957769636/ 

The London Cesspudlians 
Mark Hanson 
70 Augusta Crescent 
London, ON N6E 2E1 
CANADA 

The Main Street Irregulars 
Trevor S. Raymond 
4 Lyons Court 
Georgetown, ON L7G 5P4 
CANADA 

The Stormy Petrels of British Columbia 
Fran Martin 
#904-901 Colborne Street 
New Westminster, BC V3L 5E9 
CANADA 
franziskah@shaw.ca 
https://thestormypetrels.com/ 

The Stratford on Avon Sherlock Holmes Society 
Jack Winn 
32 Ontario Street #3 
Stratford, ON N5A 3GB 
CANADA 
https://www.facebook.com/Stratford-On-Avon-Sherlock-Holmes-Society-
890766164306152/ 
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The Wisteria Lodgers of Edmonton 
Constantine Kaoukakis 
9705 163rd Street NW 
Edmonton, AB T5P 3N1 
CANADA 
https://sherlockholmesedmonton.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SHSEWL 

China 

The Chinese Sherlockian Society 
Zhen Liu 
Shanghai 
ellry@sherlockian.org 

Czech Republic 

Ceska spolecnost Sherlocka Holmese (The Czech Sherlock Holmes Society) 
Ales Kolodrubec 
Belehradsk 94 
120 00 Praha 2 
CZECH REPUBLIC 

Institute for the Study and the Life and Work of Sherlock Holmes 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
http://www.sherlockian.cz/ 

Denmark 

Sherlock Holmes Klubben i Danmark (The Danish Baker Street Irregulars) 
Mia Stampe Lagergaard 
Nivaagade 3, 2 
DK-2200 Copenhagen N 
DENMARK 
http://sherlockholmesklubben.dk 
https://www.facebook.com/SHKlubben/ 

The Cimbrian Friends of Baker Street 
Jens Byskov Jensen 
Billundveg 24 
DK-7323 Give 

The Common Loafers of Kolding 
Michael Bjærre 
Brorsonsvej 21 
DK- 6000 Kolding 

The Copenhagen Speckled Gang 
Mia Stampe Lagergaard 
Nivågade 3, 2 
DK-2200 Copenhagen N 
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The Five Orange Pipes 
Torben Carlsen 
Hvedevej 38 
DK-2700 Brønshøj 

(One of) The Scions of Deduction 
Christian Monggaard 
Byvejen 24 B 
Osted 
DK-4320 Lejre 

France 

Cabinet du patient résidant / Pau — Sherlock Holmes 
François Pardeilhan 
3, Chemin du Bedat 
64160 Saint Castin 
FRANCE 
lepatientresidant@orange.fr 

Club des hydropathes holmésiens 
“Montrachet” 
Rue des Boulangers 
75005 Paris 
FRANCE 
saint-joanis@sshf.com 

Evadés de Dartmoor 
François Hoff 
19, rue du Maréchal-Joffre  
67000 Strasbourg 
FRANCE 
http://lesevadesdedartmoor1.free.fr 

Grand dépôt de Paris de la Franco-Midland 
(SSHF Paris branch) 
Jean-Pierre Cagnat 
13, rue de l’Ancienne-Comédie 
75006 Paris 
FRANCE 
sshf@sshf.com 

Hôtel Dulong 
(SSHF Lyon branch) 
Jean-Pierre Crauser 
36 bis, rue Saint-Antoine 
69003 Lyon 
FRANCE 
jpcrauser@gmail.com 
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Quincailliers de la Franco-Midland (SSHF) 
Sherlock Holmes Society of France 
Thierry Saint-Joanis 
15, rue Grande 
03370 Saint-Sauvier 
FRANCE 
https://www.sherlockians.com/sshf 

Germany 

Deutsche Sherlock-Holmes-Gesellschaft 
Olaf H. Maurer 
Wanderstrasse 31 
D-67071 Ludwigshafen am Rhein 
GERMANY 
https://dshc.de/ 

Hungary 

The Sherlock Holmes Club of Hungary 
Zsofia Marincsak 
HUNGARY 
http://sherlockian-sherlock.com/sherlock-holmes-club-hungary.php 

India 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of India 
Cmdt (JG) Sumal Surendranath 
Principal Directorate of Law (Rm 27) 
Coast Guard HQ, Natl Stadium Complex 
Purana Quila Road, New Delhi 110001, 
http://www.sherlockholmessociety.in/ 

Iraq 

The Baker Street Arabs 
Robert F. Cryne 
U.S. Embassy-Iraq 
RCLO, Room S-115 
APO AE 08316 

Israel 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Jerusalem 
Moshe Nalick 
Kiryat Telshe-Stone 114/3 
D.N. Harei Yehuda 
ISRAEL 
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Italy 

Uno Studio in Holmes 
Via San Gallo 77 
50139 Firenze, ITALY 
http://www.unostudioinholmes.org/ 

Japan 

The Circle of the Trained Cormorant 
Nob Yamamoto 
2-17-101 Iwaei-cho 
Gifu-shi, Gifu 500-8134 
JAPAN 

The Japan Sherlock Holmes Club 
Akane Higashiyama 
Ohizumi-machi 2-55-8 
Nerima-ku, Tokyo 178-0062 
JAPAN 
http://www.holmesjapan.jp/english/index.htm 

The Men with the Twisted Konjo 
Yuichi Hirayama 
2-10-12 Kamirenjaku, Mitaka-shi 
Tokyo 181-0012 
JAPAN 

Kyrgyzstan 

The Seventeen Steppes 
Loudmila Konkova 
Kurmanjan-Datka Str 271 
Osh Oblast Library, Soros Res. Ctr. 
KYRGYZSTAN 714000 

The Netherlands 

The Baarn Baskervilles 
Jan-Just Middel 
Nieuw Baarnstraat #4-C 
3743 BR Baarn 
THE NETHERLANDS 

New Zealand 

The Antipodean Holmesian Society 
Ted Nye 
51 Irvine Road, The Cove 
Dunedin 
NEW ZEALAND 
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Portugal 

Os Naufragos de Nora Creina [The Norah Creina Castaways] 
Joel Lima 
Largo do Mastro 29-3, Porta D 
1100 Lisboa 
PORTUGAL 

Spain 

The Amateur Mendicant Society of Madrid 
Miguel Gonzalez Pedel 
Mozart 15 (6-F) 
28008 Madrid 
SPAIN 

Círculo Holmes 
Joan Proubasta 
Camelies 83, 1.o 3.a 
08024 Barcelona 
SPAIN 
http://www.circuloholmes.org.es/ 

Sweden 

The Baskerville Hall Club of Sweden 
SWEDEN 
http://www.sherlockholmes.se/ 

The Fierce Badgers in Ystad 
Lars Jannedal 
Hagermansgatan 16 
SE-26132 Ystad 
SWEDEN 

The Swedish Pathological Society 
Joakim Eklund 
Norsesundsvagen 71 
SE-44163 Alings†s 
SWEDEN 

Switzerland 

The Reichenbach Irregulars 
Michael A. Meer 
Conan Doyle Place  
Postfach 688 
CH-3860 Meiringen 
SWITZERLAND 
http://www.221b.ch/ 
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Societe d’etudes holmesiennes de la Suisse romande 
Vincent Delay 
Parc-de-la-Rouvraie 8 
1018 Lausanne 
SWITZERLAND 

United Kingdom 

The Crew of the S.S. May Day 
Oscar Ross 
19 Ardcarn Way 
Belfast BT5 7RP, Northern Ireland 
UNITED KINGDOM 
http://thessmayday.org.uk/ 

The Deerstalkers of Welshpool 
Roy Upton-Holder 
146 Little Henfaes Drive 
Welshpool SY21 7BA 
GREAT BRITAIN 
https://holmeswelshpool.com/ 

The Poor Folk Upon the Moors 
Geraldine Beare 
ENGLAND 
info@poorfolk.co.uk 
https://www.poorfolk.co.uk/ 

The Sherlock Appreciation Society 
Sharon Jones 
UK EN Bolton Bolton Sixth Form College 
Dean Road, Bolton BL3 5BU 
ENGLAND 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/325607570921551/ 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Cheltenham 
Reginald Lee 
19 Wellington Place, London Road 
Cheltenham GL52 6EW 
ENGLAND 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of London 
David Jones 
ENGLAND 
carstoncastleshsl@gmail.com 
http://www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/ 
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The Sherlock Holmes Society of Scotland 
Barry Young 
19 Windsor Court, Dirleton Drive 
Glasgow G41 3BG 
GREAT BRITAIN 
http://sherlockscotland.blogspot.com/ 

Shersoc (Sherlock Society) 
Florence Roberts-Bowman  
University of York  
shersoc@yusu.org 

United States 

— Alabama 

The Disreputable Little Scarecrows of the Shoals 
Terry Pace 
808 Alabama Avenue 
Sheffield, AL 35660-2824 
The Eastern Shore Irregulars 
Philip Ellis 
Box 2661 
Daphne, AL 36526-2661 

— Alaska  

The Singular Society of the Lion’s Mane 
Erin Bentley 
7500 Trenton Lane 
Anchorage, AK 99502-3142 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Singular-Society-of-The-Lions-Mane-
434045767374268/ 

— Arizona  

The Desert Beekeepers 
Doris and Richard Dale 
Box 18635 
Fountain Hills, AZ 85269-8635 
dorisdale@interwrx.com 

The Transfixed Correspondence of Phoenix 
Lauren Cercone 
2512 West Gary Way 
Phoenix, AZ 85401-7639 
Transfixedcorrespondence@gmail.com 
https://www.meetup.com/Phoenix-Sherlockians/ 
https://www.facebook.com/transfixedcorrespondence/ 
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— Arkansas 

The Arkansas Valley Investors, Ltd. 
George Wildgen 
42 Cimarron Valley Circle 
Little Rock, AR 72212-3502 

— California 

The Blind German Mechanics 
Wally Conger 
2650 Brentwood Circle 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420-5543 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/43218057055/ 

The Blustering Gales from the South-West 
Carol Sperling 
4864 West 120th Street 
Hawthorne, CA 90250-2725 
carol.ann.sperling@gmail.com 
http://www.coliserv.net/bgsw/ 

The Christopher Morley Whiskey & Sodality Club 
Steven E. Whiting 
3245 University Avenue #1-150 
San Diego, CA 92104-2009 

The Curious Collectors of Baker Street 
Jerry and Chrys Kegley 
18014 Sherman Way #275 
Reseda, CA 91335-4639 
jkegley@socal.rr.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Curious-Collectors-of-Baker-Street-CCOBS-
163335686396/ 

The Diogenes Club of Carmel-by-the-Sea 
John Postovit 
jspostovit@comcast.net 
The Goose Club of the Alpha Inn [California] 
John P. Sohl 
20446 Orey Place 
Winnetka, CA 91306-4246 

The Grimpen Admirers of Sherlock Holmes 
Steven E. Whiting 
3245 University Avenue #1-150 
San Diego, CA 92104-2009 
https://www.facebook.com/Grimpen-Admirers-of-Sherlock-Holmes-
757195544388633/ 
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Holmes’ Hounds at Baker Street West 
Linda Hein 
Hein & Co. Books & Vintage Goods 
204 Main Street 
Jackson, CA 95642-2332 
info@bakerstreetwest.com 
https://bakerstreetwest.com/holmes-hounds/ 
https://www.facebook.com/holmeshound/ 

The Loungers and Idlers of the Empire 
Edna Jukofsky 
5316 Huddart Avenue 
Arcadia, CA 91006-5953 
https://www.facebook.com/TheLoungersAndIdlersOfTheEmpire/ 

The Noble West Enders 
Jim Ferreira 
573 Oriole Avenue 
Livermore, CA 94550-2684 

The Persian Slipper Club of San Francisco 
Raymond A. de Groat 
19147 Crest Avenue 
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2816 

The Scowrers and Molly Maguires of San Francisco 
Marc Kaufman 
17 Mountain Meadow Road 
Woodside, CA 94062-4413 

The Sherlock Breakfast Club 
Bonnie MacBird 
655 North Bundy Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90049-2316 
bonnie@macbird.com 
https://www.meetup.com/SHERLOCK-BREAKFAST-CLUB/ 

The Trained Cormorants of Long Beach, California 
Jim Coffin 
6570 East Paseo Alcazaa 
Anaheim, CA 92807-4910  

— Colorado 

Dr. Watson’s Neglected Patients 
William S. Dorn 
617 Detroit Street 
Denver, CO 80206-3831 
scribe@foolscap-quill.com  
http://dwnp.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/DrWatsonsNP/ 
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— Connecticut  

The Men on the Tor 
Greg Darak 
20 Spinning Wheel Rd. 
Trumbull, CT 06611 
darak@att.net 

The Cheshire Sherlock Holmes Society 
Andrew Tranquilli 
390 Contour Drive 
Cheshire, CT 06410-2105 
tranquilli@hotmail.com 

The Yale Sherlock Holmes Society 
Linda C. Mayes 
230 South Frontage Road 
New Haven, CT 06519-1124 

— District of Columbia 

The Red Circle of Washington, D.C. 
Peter E. Blau 
7103 Endicott Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817-4401 
blau7103@comcast.net 
http://www.redcircledc.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Red-Circle-of-Washington-DC-159029477489137/ 

— Florida 

The Fresh Rashers of Estero Island 
Fort Myers Beach - FL 
David J. Milner 
6 Crowndale Drive 
Taylors, SC 29687-4031 

The Friends of Sherlock Holmes 
Les Moskowitz 
7067 Trentino Way 
Boynton Beach, FL 33472-7301 
Les221b@comcast.net 

The Pleasant Places of Florida 
Carl L. Heifetz 
12825 Astonwood Drive #212 
Tampa, FL 33626-3131 
microdoc@tampabay.rr.com 
http://ppofl.net/ 
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The Sherlock Holmes Mystery Club 
Howard S. Schoen 
7833 Whispering Palms Drive #202 
Boynton Beach, FL 33437-3842 

The Tropical Deerstalkers 
Robert S. Ennis 
3455 Stallion Lane 
Weston, FL 33331-3035 
http://tropicaldeerstalkers.blogspot.com/ 

— Georgia 

Wisteria Lodge 
Diana Williams 
dk_williams@bellsouth.net 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AtlantaSherlockHolmesSociety/ 

— Hawaii 

The Shaka Sherlockians of Hawaii 
Dr Joseph T. Page Jr 
shakasherlockian@gmail.com 
https://www.shakasherlockian.com/ 

— Illinois  

Altamont’s Agents of Chicago 
John N. Wilson 
11837 West 118th Street 
Palos Park, IL 60464-1401 

The Baker Street Pages 
Tim O’Connor 
6015 West Route 115 
Herscher, IL 60941-6139 

The Beespeckled Band 
Barb Eskoz 
648 Burton Avenue 
Highland Park, IL 60035-4812 

The Chester Baskerville Society 
Michael W. McClure 
1415 Swanwick Street 
Chester, IL 62233-1317 
watson7654321@gmail.com 
https://www.baskervilleproductions.com/sherlock 
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Colonel Sebastian Moran’s Secret Gun Club 
William (Beau) Meskan 
6456 N. Keating Ave. 
Lincolnwood, IL 60712-3411 
CHDragon1@aol.com 

The Criterion Bar Association 
Franklin Saksena 
83 Salem Lane 
Evanston, IL 60203 
franklin.saksena@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Criterion-Bar-Association-188549744619973/ 

The Hansoms of John Clayton 
Brad Keefauver 
4009 Chelsea Place 
Peoria, IL 61614-7201 
bradkeefauver@comcast.net 

The Hounds of the Baskerville (sic) 
Al Shaw 
1423 S. Birch Drive 
Mount Prospect, IL 60065 
alan.shaw@mindspring.com 
http://www.houndsofthebaskerville.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/142036956140299/ 

Hugo’s Companions 
Al Shaw 
1423 S. Birch Drive 
Mount Prospect, IL 60065 
alan.shaw@mindspring.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/673134672807200/ 

Pondicherry Lodge 
Mary Denham 
40 Westwood Terrace 
Springfield, IL 62702-4611 

The Scotland Yarders 
Janice Weiner 
6540 N. Richmond Street 
Chicago, IL 60645-4209 
jlweiner@sbcglobal.net 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/775061845982024/ 

The Sons of Baker Street 
Wayne B. Siatt 
1132 West Curtiss Street #3-C 
Downers Grove, IL 60515-4625 
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The South Downers 
Phil Angelo 
740 South Greenwood Avenue 
Kankakee, IL 60901-5252 
philangelo@comcast.net 
https://southdowners.com/ 

The Tenacious Bulldogs 
George H. Scheetz 
406 Wolcott Lane 
Batavia, IL 60510-2838 
gscheetz@bataviapubliclibrary.org 

The Torists International, S.S. 
Bob Sharfman 
1325 N. State Parkway, Apt 11A 
Chicago, IL 60610-6120 
robertsharfman@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/thetorists/ 

The Wizards of Iz, SBC (Sherlockian Brunch Society) 
Brenda Rossini 
PO Box 517 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
agrrtig@aol.com 

— Indiana  

The Illustrious Clients of Indianapolis 
Steve Doyle 
9 Calumet Court 
Zionsville, IN 46077 
sdoyle221b@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Illustrious-Clients-of-Indianapolis-184841455301/ 

The Solitary Cyclists of South Bend 
Michael J. Crowe 
4318 Foxfire Drive 
South Bend, IN 46628-4069 
Crowe.1@nd.edu 
https://sites.google.com/site/solitarycyclists/home/officers 

— Iowa 

The Iowa Valley of Fear 
P.J. Colbert 
Marshalltown Community College 
3700 South Center Street 
Marshalltown, IA 50158-4760 
P.J.Colbert@iavalley.edu 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2337802746533706/ 
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The Sign of Four Cities (Quad Cities) 
Susan Perry 
sgoody162@aol.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2337802746533706/ 

The Younger Stamfords 
Monica Schmidt 
1640 Deborah Drive NE 
Solon, IA 52333-9324 
YoungerStamfords@gmail.com 
http://icSherlock.org 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2337802746533706/ 

— Kansas 

The Great Alkali Plainsmen 
Dan Payton 
15835 W 137th Street 
Olathe, KS 66062 
dpgadawg@gmail.com 
https://alkaliplainsmen.wixsite.com/greatalkaliplainsmen 

— Kentucky 

The Silver Blazers 
Ralph Hall 
2906 Wallingford Court 
Louisville, KY 40218-2363 
hall221b@aol.com 

— Louisiana  

Le Cercle de Sherlock Holmes 
R. W. Culver 
4324 Loveland Street 
Metairie, LA 70006-4122 

— Maryland  

The Denizens of the Bar of Gold 
Art Renkwitz 
1908 Pig Neck Road 
Cambridge, MD 21613-3644 
RenkwitzA@gmail.com 
http://www.homeroomd140.com/denizens.html 
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The Sherlockians of Baltimore 
Greg Ruby 
2400 Boston Street #102-A19 
Baltimore, MD 21224-4780 
SherlockiansofBaltimore@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/SherlockiansBaltimore/ 

The Six Napoleons of Baltimore 
Greg Ruby 
2400 Boston Street #102-A19 
Baltimore, MD 21224-4780 
SixNapoleonsOfBaltimore@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2132592560358582/ 

Watson’s Tin Box 
Andrew J. Solberg 
3601 Greenway, #710 
Baltimore, MD 21218 
asolberg@earthlink.net 
http://www.watsonstinbox.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/57660702562/ 

— Massachusetts  

The Friends of Irene Adler 
Joel Schwartz 
joels.schwartz@earthlink.net 

Sherlock Holmes Pipe Club of Boston 
Nelson Pidgeon 
shpcboston@yahoo.com 
http://www.shpcboston.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/969181429838704/ 

The Speckled Band of Boston 
George Schwartz 
32 Forest Avenue 
Swampscott, MA 01907 
ghscash@gmail.com 

— Michigan  

The Amateur Mendicant Society 
Christopher Music 
6717 Snow Apple Drive 
Clarkston, MI, 48346-2163 
christopherdmusic@gmail.com 
http://www.amateurmendicantsociety.org/ 
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The Greek Interpreters of East Lansing 
Shari Conroy 
4440 Beeman Road 
Williamston, MI 48895-9607 
jconroy45@gmail.com 
http://thegreekinterpreters.org/ 

The Ribston-Pippins 
Regina Stinson 
715 Amelia Avenue 
Royal Oak, MI 48073-2756 
pippinviolet@gmail.com 
http://www.ribston-pippins.com/index.html 

— Minnesota 

The Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota 
Tom Gottwalt 
NorwegianExplorers@gmail.com  
http://www.norwegianexplorers.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/572794092812100/ 

— Missouri  

The Harpooners of the Sea Unicorn 
Michael E. Bragg 
807 South 6th Street 
Saint Charles, MO 63301-2921 
ngarrideb@yahoo.com 
https://harpooners.wordpress.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/Harpooners.MO/ 

The Jefferson Hopes of St. Louis 
Michael Waxenberg 
7353 Princeton Avenue 
Saint Louis, MO 63130-2923 
waxenberglaw@gmail.com 

The Noble Bachelors of St. Louis 
Randall Getz 
7456 Cornell Avenue 
University City, MO 63130-2914 
rgetz@swbell.net 

The Parallel Case of St. Louis 
Rob Nunn 
robertanunn@gmail.com 
https://parallelcasestl.wixsite.com/home 
https://www.facebook.com/parallelcasestl/ 
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— Nebraska  

The Maiwand Jezails 
Lee Polikov 
Office of the County Attorney 
1210 Golden Gate Drive 
Papillon, NE 

The Omaha Sherlockian Society 
Carl Wirth 
2720 North 45th Avenue 
Omaha, NE 68104-4527 
stanw31@cox.net 
http://www.omahasherlockiansociety.org/ 

— New Hampshire  

Cox & Co. of New England 
David W. Houle 
193 Currier Drive 
Manchester, NH 03104-4735 

Sherlock Holmes Club of the Upper Valley 
Tom Brydges 
14 Berrill Farms Lane 
Hanover, NH 03755-3206 
tombrydges3@gmail.com 

— New Jersey  

The Red-Headed League of New Jersey 
Steve and Linda Morris 
723 Drake Avenue 
Middlesex, NJ 08846-2143 
RHLeagueNJ@aol.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RHLeagueNJ/ 

— New Mexico  

The Dog(s) in the Night 
Graham Sudbury 
Box 506 
Taos, NM 87571-0506 

— New York 

Altamont’s Agents 
Thomas A. Dandrew II 
375 Langley Road 
Amsterdam, NY 12010-7915 
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The Avenging Winters of Albany 
C.M. Powers 
9 Elaine Court 
Cohoes, NY 12047-4008 
https://theavengingwintersofalbany.wordpress.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/avengingwintersofalbany/ 

The Baker Street Underground 
Andrew Jay Peck 
185 West End Avenue #11-F 
New York, NY 10023-5544 
apsherlock@hotmail.com 

The Consulting Detectives 
Herbert M. Levy 
Box 197 
East Meadow, NY 11554-0197 

The Delaware Deerstalkers 
Leonard E. Sienko, Jr. 
12 East Main Street 
Hancock, NY 13783-1128 

The Hudson Valley Sciontists 
Lou Lewis 
2 Loockerman Avenue 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601-4906 
llewis@lewisgreer.com 
http://hudsonvalleysciontists.homestead.com/ 

The Montague Street Lodgers of Brooklyn 
Peter Crupe 
1533 64th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11219-5709 
pcrupe@gmail.com 

The Mycroft Holmes Society of Syracuse 
Carol Cavalluzzi 
6409 Terese Terrace, Jamesville, NY, 13078,  
cacavall@outlook.com 
and Joseph Coppola 
103 Kenny St, Fayetteville, NY 13066 
coppolja@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1013100595455929/ 

The Priory Scholars of NYC 
Nick Martorelli 
nickmartorelli@gmail.com 
https://prioryscholarsnyc.wordpress.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/PrioryNYC 



SHERLOCKIAN GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   285 

Rochester Row 
William H. Brown 
140 Colony Lane 
Rochester, NY 14623 
wbrown8273@gmail.com 
sites.google.com/view/rochester-row/home 

The Students of Deduction 
Stephen Imburgia 
1055 Klem Road 
Webster, NY 14580-8628 

The Three Garridebs 
Dante M. Torrese 
11 Chestnut Street 
Ardsley, New York 10502 
garridebs@aol.com 
www.3garridebs.homestead.com 

The Three Hours for Lunch Club 
Burt Wolder 
8 Essex Road 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-2547 
bwolder@gmail.com 

The Young Sherlockians of New York 
Mohamad Bazzi 
8008 35th Avenue #5-F 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372-4934 

— North Carolina  

Diogenes Club Excommunicants 
Sally Humphreys 
1474 Oberry Road 
Mount Olive, NC 28365-7038 

Sherlock Holmes Society of the Cape Fear 
Tom Campbell 
P. O. Box 347 
Carolina Beach, NC 28428 
tom@beachpc.com 
http://www.sherlockholmessociety.com/ 

— Ohio  

The Agra Treasurers 
Lorraine Reibert 
Dayton, OH 
lady-l-weaving@sbcglobal.net 
http://www.agratreasurers.net/ 
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The Clients of Sherlock Holmes 
Sherry Rose-Bond 
5471 Riverport Drive 
Columbus, OH 43221-5625 
violethunter@columbus.rr.com 

The Inverness Capers 
Michael Senuta 
881 North Columbine Drive 
Barberton, OH 44203-4320 

Mrs. Hudson’s Lodgers 
Jeffrey Cunningham 
1780 Kingsley Avenue 
Akron, OH 44313-6142 
https://www.mrshudsonslodgers.com/ 

The Stormy Petrels of Maumee Bay 
Mark McGovern 
3033 Sherbrooke Road 
Toledo, OH 43606 
mcgovernsmodels@gmail.com  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StormyPetrelsMaumeeBay 

The Tankerville Club 
Cincinnati, OH 
Dan Andriacco 
tankervilleclub@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Tankerville-Club-1926753590689616/ 

— Oklahoma  

The Afghanistan Perceivers of Oklahoma 
Rosalie Mollica 
5717 S. Harvard Ct. 
Unit B 
Tulsa, OK 74135 
ramollica@yahoo.com 

The Elder Brothers of John W. Watson 
Richard Kearns 
1615 South Columbia Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74104-5903 
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— Oregon 

The Noble and Most Singular Order of the Blue Carbuncle 
Terri Zensen 
15103 N.E. 27th Avenue 
Vancouver, WA 98686-1524 
https://sherlockholmesportland.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/NMSOBC/ 

The Vamberry Wine Merchants 
Drucilla Weiland 
7550 Ridgewood Drive 
Gladstone, OR 97027-1462 

— Pennsylvania  

Boss McGinty’s Bird Watchers 
Frederick C. Sauls 
Department of Chemistry 
King’s College 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18711-0802 

The Diogenes Club of Scranton 
Alan Sweeney 
105 Washington Road 
Scranton, PA 18509 

The Fifth Northumberland Fusiliers 
William H. Conway 
5383 Library Road 
Bethel Park, PA 15102-3607 

Lodge 341, Vermissa 
Julianne Burke 
2998 Fairgrounds Rd. 
Ashland, PA 17921 

The Miners of Vermissa Valley 
Terrence I. McKee 
15 Lindsay Drive 
Beaver Falls, PA 15010-3029 

The Regency Irregulars 
James L. Young Jr. 
Valley Forge, PA 
james.l.young@verizon.net 

The Sons of the Copper Beeches 
Ross Davies 
Philadelphia, PA 
copperbeechesofphilly@gmail.com 
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The White Rose Irregulars of York 
Denny Dobry 
5003 Stony Run Drive 
Reading, PA 19606-3816 
dendobry@ptd.net 
https://www.facebook.com/WRIScion/ 

— Rhode Island 

The Cornish Horrors 
Burt Wolder 
US RI Kingston 8 Essex Road 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-2547 
bwolder@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Cornish-Horrors-126862217346878/ 

— South Carolina 

The Charlockians 
Taylor Blumenberg 
7000 South Kenwood Drive 
Charleston, SC 29406-4566 
taylor.blumenberg@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/313978055310330/ 

The Hansom Wheels 
Myrtle Robinson 
6117 Lakeshore Drive 
Columbia, SC 29206-4331 
hansomwheels@aol.com 
http://www.hansomwheels.com/ 

The Survivors of the Gloria Scott 
David J. Milner 
6 Crowndale Drive 
Taylors, SC 29687-4031 
https://www.facebook.com/SurvivorsoftheGloriaScott/ 

— South Dakota  

The Sign of the Four Faces 
Cary J. Wencil 
5009 South Caraway Drive 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108-2822 
  



SHERLOCKIAN GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   289 

— Tennessee  

The Fresh Rashers of Nashville 
Bill Mason 
2367 Lights Chapel Road 
Greenbrier, TN 37073-4926 
billemason@aol.com 

Friends of the Soldier Named Murray 
Nora S. Michaels 
1005 Mountain Creek Road #106 
Chattanooga, TN 37405-1666 

The Giant Rats of Sumatra 
Robert A. Lanier 
635 West Drive 
Memphis, TN 38112-1728 
http://www.sherlock-holmes.com/giantrat.htm 

The Nashville Scholars of the Three Pipe Problem 
Jim Hawkins 
644 Vivian Drive 
Nashville, TN 37211 
seniorhawk@gmail.com 
http://www.nashvillescholars.net/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/147713822227968/ 

— Texas 

The Abernetty Family of Abilene, Texas 
Larry Prince 
633 Green Valley Drive 
Abilene, TX 79601-4514 

The Crew of the Barque “Lone Star” 
Steve Mason 
9916 Angel Bend 
Denton, TX 76208-2035 
Mason.steve8080@gmail.com 
https://www.dfw-sherlock.org/ 

The Diogenes Club of Dallas 
Jim Webb 
3811 Wooded Creek Drive 
Dallas, TX 75244-4751 
DrJimWebb54@gmail.com 
http://home.earthlink.net/~diogenesclubdallas/index.html 
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The John Openshaw Society 
Brian Clark 
8807 Burleson Court 
Houston, TX 77064-7433 
noreply@johnopenshaw.org 
http://www.johnopenshaw.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/TheJohnOpenshawSociety/ 

The Maniac Collectors 
Don Hobbs 
2100 Elm Creek Lane 
Flower Mound, TX 75028-4680 
221b@verizon.net 

— Utah  

The Avenging Angels 
Heidi-Marie Mason 
5556 Marshwood Lane #4-E 
Murray, UT 84107-6461 

The Country of the Saints 
Kevin John 
637 North 200 West 
Brigham City, UT 84302-1415 

— Vermont  

The Baker Street Breakfast Club 
Jeff Bradway 
93 Ridge Avenue 
Pittsfield, MA 01201-1442 
jeffry.bradway@gmail.com 
http://www.bakerstreetbreakfastclub.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/73987337494/ 

The Goose Club of the Alpha Inn [Vermont] 
William E. Wicker 
140 Birchwood Drive 
Colchester, VT 05446-6255 

— Virginia  

The Cremona Fiddlers of Williamsburg 
David F. Morrill 
108 Wake Robin Road 
Williamsburg, VA 23185-4442 
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— Washington  

The Dogs in the Nighttime 
Kathleen Kaska 
4309 Blue Heron Circle #201 
Anacortes, WA 98221-3626 
kathleenkaska@hotmail.com 

The Sound of the Baskervilles 
David N. Haugen 
6710 51st Street Court West 
University Place, WA 98467-2287 
http://www.soundofthebaskervilles.com/ 

— West Virginia  

The Scion of the Four 
Andrew G. Fusco 
Bowles Rice LLP 
7000 Hampton Center 
Morgantown, WV 25595-1720 
andrewgfusco@gmail.com 

— Wisconsin 

The Merripit House Guests 
Ed Christenson 
2230 Meadowbrook Court #A 
Oshkosh, WI 54904-7839 
christenson.eddie@gmail.com 

The Notorious Canary-Trainers 
Glenn Link 
200 La Crosse Street 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916 
linkfam@outlook.com 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/nct1969/info 

The Original Tree Worshippers of Rock County 
Gayle Lange Puhl 
501 South Madison Street #12 
Evansville, WI 53536-1350 
puhlreader@yahoo.com 
http://rocksherlockotw.blogspot.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/OTW.RockSherlock/ 

The People of the Drama: The Valley Dwellers 
James A. Pabian 
S 12595 Davies Road 
Spring Green, WI, 53588-9761 
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Uruguay 

The Blue Scarves’ Society 
Ana Fernandez 
Pda. 12 de la Brava, Ed. “Seaside” 
Punta del Este, Maldonado 
URUGUAY 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/368486129842276/ 

SHERLOCKIAN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 
The Alienists of Baker Street 
practicing psychologists  
Jason Hicks 
941 Brookside Drive 
Marshfield, MO 65706-8917 

The Baker Street Bar Association 
lawyers  
David R. McCallister 
8142 Quail Hollow Boulevard 
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544-2021 
drmmystery1881@gmail.com 

The Board-School Beacons 
educational research and psychometry  
Michael H. Kean  
3040 Sloat Road 
Pebble Beach, CA 93953-2837 
sherlockkean@gmail.com 

Clerks of the Assizes 
court clerks felony trial court  
James Motylenski 
537 Christie Street 
South Hempstead, NY 11550-8004 

The Diogenes Club of Washington, D.C. 
past/present public servants or military 
Michael J. Quigley  
Briarbrae 
2651 Fort Scott Drive 
Arlington, VA 22202-2256 
michael.j.quigley1970@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/DiogenesClubOfWashingtonDc/ 
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The Fairly Good Dispensers 
pharmacists (and related fields) 
Mike McSwiggin 
6746 Jennifer Lynn Dr 
Cincinnati, OH 45248-2142 
mikemcswiggin@gmail.com 

The Forensic Faces of Sherlock Holmes 
forensic science 
Marina Stajic 
425 East 51st Street #4-A 
New York, NY 10022-6465 
MStajic@aol.com 

The Master’s Masons 
members of the Masons  
Ron Fish 
Box 4 
Circleville, NY 10919-0004 
Ronf404@aol.com 

Moriarty’s Mathematicians 
mathematics majors  
John R. Clark 
Box 821 
Lowell, AR 72745-0821 

The Norwood Fire Brigade 
fire service  
Capt. Randall Getz 
Hazelwood Fire Department 
6800 Howdershell Road 
Hazelwood, MO 63042-1214 

The Old Soldiers of Baker Street of the Two Saults (Old SOB’s) 
military Sherlockians  
John S. Rabe 
261 South Figueroa Street #200 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2503 

The Practical, But Limited, Geologists 
geology  
Peter E. Blau 
7103 Endicott Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817-4401 
blau7103@comcast.net 
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Priory Teachers Association 
educators 
Rob Nunn 
robertanunn@gmail.com 

The Sherlockian Oenophiles Tasting Society (S.O.T.S.) 
alcoholic Sherlockians  
Maribeau Briggs 
183 Stokes Road 
Medford Lakes, NJ 08055-1522 
onthefly@peoplepc.com 

Stimson & Co. 
funeral directors  
Michael W. McClure 
1415 Swanwick Street 
Chester, IL 62233-1317 

The Studious Scarlets Society 
women writing Sherlockiana  
Tamara Reynolds Bower 
11603 Gladesmore Lane 
Tomball, TX 77377-2118 
http://www.studiousscarlets.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/StudiousScarletsSocietyPage/ 

The Sub-Librarians Scion of The Baker Street Irregulars in the American Library Association 
librarians  
Marsha L. Pollak 
1318 Mildred Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125-3855 
mlpollak@icloud.com 
https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/sublibrarians/ 

The Trifling Monographers 
practitioners of public relations 
Graham Sudbury  
Box 506 
Taos, NM 87571-0506 

OTHER SHERLOCKIAN SOCIETIES 
The 140 Varieties of Tobacco Ash 
privately-banded cigar dinners 
Steven T. Doyle 
9 Calumet Court 
Zionsville, IN 46077-1934 
sdoyle221b@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Sherlock-Holmes-for-Dummies-129581877077394/ 
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221b Baker Street/Los Angeles 
study of the sitting-room at 221b  
Chuck Kovacic 
9337 Sophia Avenue 
North Hills, CA 91343-2820 
https://www.facebook.com/221bbakerstreetlosangeles/ 

The ACD Society 
A community dedicated to studying and enjoying the works of Arthur Conan Doyle 
Ross Davies 
acdsocy@gmail.com 
http://acdsociety.com/ 

The Admirable Beach Society 
reading at the beach  
Beverly A. Ellis 
48132 Colony Farm Circle 
Plymouth, MI 48170-3305 
info@admirablebeach.com 
http://admirablebeach.com/ 

The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes 
Evelyn A. Herzog 
301 Warren Avenue #203 
Baltimore, MD 21230-3951 
herzogbaesch@aol.com 
https://ash-nyc.com/ 

alt.fan.holmes (Usenet/Internet) 
Chuck Lavazzi 
computerized newsgroup  
thedoge@pobox.com 
http://www.waxwingwebs.com/thedoge/holmes.html 

The Apocryphal Calabash 
pipe-smoking Sherlockians  
Wayne B. Anderson 
43744 San Francisco Avenue 
Lancaster, CA 93535-5842 

The Baker Street Irregulars 
American national Sherlockian society  
Michael H. Kean 
3040 Sloat Road 
Pebble Beach, CA 93953-2837 
https://bakerstreetirregulars.com/ 
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The Baker Street Irregulars of St. George’s University of London 
forensic medicine and pathology 
Pamela Eligio 
bsi.sgul@gmail.com 
https://www.sgsu.org.uk/organisation/irregulars/ 

The Beacon Society 
educating the young about the Canon  
Denny Dobry 
5003 Stony Run Drive 
Reading, PA 19606-3816 
dendobry@ptd.net 
http://www.beaconsociety.com/ 

The Birdy Edwards Society 
19th-century detective literature  
J. Randolph Cox 
Box 226 
Dundas, MN 55019-0226 

Canonical Sleuths, Inc. 
College of Staten Island adult ed class  
Francine Kitts 
100 Van Cortlandt Avenue 
Staten Island, NY 10301-4022 
FKitts@aol.com 

A Case of Identifiers 
preserving photographs of Sherlockians  
Bill Vande Water 
697 Greenbelt Parkway West 
Holbrook, NY 11741-4216 

The Clients of Adrian Mulliner 
Wodehouseans of BSI — Sherlockians of TWS  
Elaine Coppola 
130 Kenny Street 
Fayetteville, NY 13066-1230 
emcoppol@syr.edu 

The Conan Doyle (Crowborough) Establishment 
information on ACD and tours of his home  
Brian Pugh 
20 Clare Road 
Lewes, Sussex BN7 1PN 
ENGLAND 
http://www.the-conan-doyle-crowborough-establishment.com/ 
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Five Miles from Anywhere: 
An International Sherlock Holmes Scion Society 
Only meets online 
derrickgbelanger@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/FiveMilesFromAnywhere/ 

The Five Orange Pips 
Sherlockian scholarship  
Albert M. Rosenblatt 
300 Freedom Road 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12569-5431 

The Fourth Garrideb 
Canonical and Conanical numismatics  
Greg Ruby 
2400 Boston Street #102-A19 
Baltimore, MD 21224-4780 
Greg@fourthgarrideb.com 
https://fourthgarrideb.com/ 

Frederic Dorr Steele Memorial, Inc. 
Commemorating the illustrator Frederic Dorr Steele 
Burt Wolder 
8 Essex Road 
Scotch Pines, NJ 07076-2547 
bwolder@gmail.com 

The Grillparzer Club of the Hoboken Free State 
celebrating Christopher Morley  
Harrison and Linda Hunt 
113 North Street 
Catskill, NY 12414-1351 
hobokenfreestate@gmail.com 

The Hansom Cab Clock Club 
owners of hansom cab clock sold by Sears  
Don Hobbs 
2100 Elm Creek Lane 
Flower Mound, TX 75028-4680 
221b@verizon.net 

His Last Bow 
congenial men and women who wear bow ties to Sherlockian events 
Dan Andriacco 
tankervilleclub@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/His-Last_Bow-Sherlockians-in-Bow-Ties-
105030497780239 
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The Holmesian Society 
interest in Holmes and the 19th century  
Albert Mendez 
142-35 38th Avenue 
Flushing, NY 11354-5520 

The Hounds of the Internet 
computerized (electronic mailing list)  
Alexander E. Braun 
2982 Westgate Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125-4126 
courageousmurray@aol.com  

Irregular Special Railway Company 
Holmesians interested in railways  
Antony Richards 
170 Woodland Road 
Sawston, Cambridge CB2 4DX 
ENGLAND 

The John H. Watson Society 
publishing on Dr. John H. Watson, M.D.  
Beth Gallego 
selena@johnhwatsonsociety.com 
https://www.johnhwatsonsociety.com/ 

Kilted Canonicals 
Sherlockians who enjoy wearing kilts 
Harrison “Terry Hunt” 
113 North Street 
Catskill, NY 12414-1351 
18Goldini95@gmail.com 

The Literary Agents 
a scion of the BSI dedicated to the study of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s works — not ex-
clusively (but also not excluding) those he may have marketed for, or under the name of, 
Dr. John H. Watson 
Mark Jones and Ashley Polasek 
theliteraryagents@gmail.com  
@AgentsLiterary 

The Midwest Scion of the Four 
a traveling barber-shop quartet  
Joseph J. Eckrich 
914 Oakmoor Drive 
Fenton, MO 63026-7008 
jeckrich@sbcglobal.net 
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The Mini-Tonga Scion Society 
collectors of Sherlockian miniatures  
Jay Pearlman 
1656 East 19th Street #2-E 
Brooklyn, NY 11229-1317 

The Mongooses of Henry Wood 
a correspondence society  
Mattias Boström 
Täljstensvägen 5 
SE-74641 Bålsta 
SWEDEN 

Mrs. Turner’s Thames Club Breakfasters 
annual breakfast during birthday weekend  
Peter Blau 
7103 Endicott Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817-4401  
blau7103@comcast.net 

Napoléon of Crime 
interested in Holmes’ adversaries 
René Mercat 
napoleon-of-crime@hotmail.fr 

The O’Lunneys of Helston Asylum 
O’Lunneytics celebrate the BSI weekend  
Jerry Kegley 
18014 Sherman Way #275 
Reseda, CA 91335-4639 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/174558085915247/ 

The Occupants of the Full House 
correspondence society (visits welcomed)  
Jean Upton 
41 Sandford Road 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6DE 
ENGLAND 

The Persian Slipper Club of New Jersey 
smokers who meet at Sherlockian meetings  
Sandy Kozinn 
15 Adele Avenue 
Demarest, NJ 07627 
skozinn@optonline.net 
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The Praed Street Irregulars 
American national Pontine society  
George A. Vanderburgh 
Box 50. R.R. #4 
Eugenia, ON N0C 1E0 
CANADA 
gav@markdalecable.com 
https://www.facebook.com/The-Praed-Street-Irregulars-107156039322358/ 

The Red-Headed League 
red-headed Sherlockians  
Ann Byerly Marlowe 
10324 Castlehedge Terrace 
Silver Spring, MD 20902-5807 
annmarlowe@juno.com 

The Reichenbach Rangers 
academic (New Mexico Military Institute)  
Darlene Logan 
111 West Mathews Street 
Roswell, NM 88201-5723 

The Retired Colonels 
people interested in Holmes and Doyle  
George Vanderburgh 
Box 50, R.R. #4 
Eugenia, ON N0C 1E0 
CANADA 
gav@markdalecable.com 

The Shamlock Holmeses 
those who wear their scholarship lightly  
Alex Mitchell 
10 Byron Street, Miramar 
Wellington 6003 
NEW ZEALAND 

The Sherlockian Chronologist Guild 
for those who study the chronology of the Canon 
Brad Keefauver 
bkeefauver@gmail.com 
https://bkeefauver5.wixsite.com/sherlockchronoguild 

Sherlocktron 
Internet web-site 
Willis G. Frick 
513 Via Presa 
San Clemente, CA 92672-9474 
http://www.sherlocktron.com/ 



SHERLOCKIAN GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   301 

The Solar Pons Society of London 
British scion of Praed Street Irregulars  
Roger Johnson 
41 Sandford Road 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6DE 
ENGLAND 

The Speckled Band of Dartmoor Prison 
meets in a maximum security prison  
Richard Mackintosh 
2123 Old Spartanburg Road, PMB 340 
Greer, SC 29650-2704 

The Strangers’ Room 
unofficial consulting scion  
Andrew Joffe 
Box 233 
Craryville, NY 12521-0233 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/221596698387880/ 

Theatre-Goers, Homeward Bound 
watching Sherlockian Holmes productions online as a group 
Monica Schmidt 
sweeper887@gmail.com  

The Three Garish Debs 
a playful society  
Barbara Roscoe 
7101 Mardel Avenue 
Saint Louis, MO 63109-1124 

The Vatican Cameos 
Catholic Sherlockians (Catholockians)  
Ann Lewis 
8448 Bravestone Way 
Indianapolis, IN 46239-7921 
annlewis@joesystems.com 
http://annmargaretlewis.com/ 

The William Gillette Memorial Luncheon 
annual luncheon during birthday weekend  
Jenn Eaker 
gilletteluncheon@gmail.com 

The Wimsical Sherlockians 
Holmes/Wimsey aficionados’ e-mail list  
Sandy Kozinn 
skozinn@optonline.net 
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SHERLOCKIAN NUMISMATICA 2020 
Greg D. Ruby* 

he Fourth Garrideb celebrated its sixth anniversary in 2020 as the 
group for Sherlockian coin collectors. When we were organized in 
2014, it was agreed by those in attendance at the inaugural meeting 

that one of the club goals would be to catalog coins, tokens, medals, and 
related items that feature Sherlock Holmes, Dr. Watson, or Arthur Conan 
Doyle, or have canonical relevance. In the years since, we have come up with 
over 400 items. In the next several years, we anticipate publishing The Nu-
mismatic Sherlock Holmes, listing all of these items in a catalog format. This 
Almanac will allow us to document new issues in the interim and provide 
updates after the catalog is produced. We’ll provide some basic commentary 
here but be sure to check out our website if you wish to learn more. 

The year 2020 saw no countries issuing any legal tender coinage with 
Sherlockian themes, but we do have several other items that were issued. 
(All items mentioned but not pictured here can be found on the Fourth 
Garrideb’s website: https://fourthgarrideb.com/.) 

PHILATELIC NUMISMATIC COVERS 
The British Royal Mail issued ten Sherlockian themed postal stamps on 

August 18, 2020 (pictured on previous page). In an attempt to bolster sales 
among collectors, they partnered with the British Royal Mint to create Phil-
atelic-Numismatic Covers (PNCs) that feature cachets with the stamps can-
celled, indicating they were First Day of Issue, along with a medal. 

The first set of six stamps honors the tenth anniversary of the BBC tele-
vision series of Sherlock, and when exposed to ultra-violet lighting reveal pre-
viously hidden words. The medal carries the themes of “Get Sherlock” and 
“The Game is On.” 

The second set of four stamps honors some of the “traditional” stories 
that Arthur Conan Doyle penned. The medal for this PNC features “An 
interesting and unusual case” and 221B Baker Street. 

There are two varieties per PNC. There are cupro-nickel medals (much 
like the coins in today’s pocket change) and .925 fine silver mdeals. The cu-
pro-nickel sets have a 7,000 limit and sell for £20 each, while the silver PNC 
sets are limited to 600 and retail for £100. So, these PNC sets allow you to 
add four items to your collection.   
                                                                                                         
* Greg Ruby is “Bulldog Pin with Ruby Eyes” in the Baker Street Irregulars. 

T 
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MEDALS 
We reported last year that the Windsor Mint, a private corporation 

based in the United Kingdom, had honored Doyle’s 160th birthday by issu-
ing a 50mm 24-karat gold-plated medal featuring a drawing by Frederic 
Dorr Steele. They issued five additional medals in 2020. New designs fea-
ture Holmes with Big Ben, Arthur Conan Doyle, the Hound of the Basker-
villes, Dr. John Watson, and Professor Moriarty. The sixth medal pictured 
here (bottom row) featuring the drawing by Frederic Dorr Steele is the 2019 
medal mentioned above. The six-medal set (pitcured at left, top), with 
presentation holder, retails for £150, and is limited to 9,999 sets. 

Baskerville Productions created a board game, The Original Sherlock 
Holmes and his Baker Street Irregulars. As part of their fundraising program, 
they created a 40mm cast medal that could also serve as a directional aid to 
game players (pictued at left, bottom). The medal’s obverse design features 
Peter Cushing as Sherlock Holmes, surrounded by the young Baker Street 
Irregulars. This medal is included in every game purchased. 

SOUVENIR CARDS 
The Fourth Garrideb issued three 8.5-by-11-inch souvenir cards during 

the course of 2020. The first was issued for a breakfast reunion of the BSI 
Class of 2019. This author is a member of that class, and in a blatant abuse 
of his power as the Gasogene of The Fourth Garrideb issued this limited-
edition souvenir card to his classmates. All were issued framed and were ac-
companied by a coin that was related to the Canonical tale that their BSI 
investiture was chosen from. 

The second, issued for the annual dinner of the BSI and the Gaslight 
Gala, featured prepaid debit cards with Sherlock Hemlock of Sesame Street 
fame. 2020 was the 50th anniversary of his first appearance on the show. 

The third and final card was issued to celebrate the Numismatic Friends 
of Sherlock Holmes Dinner during the National Money Show of the Amer-
ican Numismatic Association (ANA) in Atlanta, GA in March, shortly be-
fore the pandemic crisis shut down most gatherings. This card featured a 
1999 Georgia statehood quarter dollar coin, annotated with Sherlockian 
references to the coin’s design elements. 

WOODEN MONEY 
Attendees at the 2020 Annual Dinner of the BSI, as well as the Gaslight 

Gala, received goody bags of assorted souvenirs. In this year’s bag, attendees 
found a wooden nickel, printed in blue ink, courtesy of the Junior Sherlockian  
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Society (pictured above, top). The JSS is an effort, spearheaded by the Bea-
con Society, to get more young people to read the Sherlock Holmes stories. 

The North Shore Numismatic Society of Vancouver, BC issued a series 
of wooden flats during 2020 to promote their club meetings. The note they 
issued in November features a Sherlockian theme (pictured above, bottom). 

OTHER ITEMS 
For the sixth consecutive year, fantasy 10-pound banknotes of the King-

dom of Great Britain were produced by Franck Medina, a French recording 
and graphic artist (pictured next page). These highly colorful notes feature a 
portrait of Holmes and have images of a giant hound, dancing men figures, 
poison, and a hangman’s noose. Above Holmes’s portrait is the date 2020 to 
differentiate it from the previous five versions. 
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Lastly, we have a 39mm casino chip honoring the 2019 entry into the 

Popeye Trail in Chester, Illinois — the statue honoring Sherlock Holmes 
and Elzie Segar (pictured next page). While the statue was dedicated in 
2019, these casino chips were not available until 2020. 

These are the new items that we are aware of that were produced in 
2020. Who knows what 2021 will bring us? If you are aware of any new 
numismatic items with canonical themes, please drop the author a quick 
note at Greg@FourthGarrideb.com. We are also rediscovering many older 
items that were made in the recent (and not so recent) past, so check out the 
website of The Fourth Garrideb from time to time. 
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Date Country / Organization / Person Description 

Aug. Royal Mail and Royal Mint Sherlock-Moriarty Postal Numismatic Cover 

Aug. Royal Mail and Royal Mint Genius of Sherlock Holmes Philatelic Numismatic Cover 

2020 Windsor Mint series of Sherlock Holmes Consulting Detective medals 

July Baskerville Productions board game medal 

Jan. The Fourth Garrideb Souvenir Card — BSI Class of 2019 Gathering 

Jan. The Fourth Garrideb Souvenir Card — 2020 BSI Dinner 

Feb. The Fourth Garrideb Souvenir Card — 2020 ANA National Money Show 

Jan. Junior Sherlockian Society Wooden Nickel — 2020 BSI Dinner 

Nov. North Shore Numismatic Society $1 Good For — Wooden Flat 

2020 Franck Medina Fantasy Kingdom of Great Britain 10 pounds note 

2020 Baskerville Productions 2019 Sherlock & Segar Statue poker chip 

Information about all items is available at https://fourthgarrideb.com/. 
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18 Constantine Rossakis, M.D. is a physician in New Jersey and is invested in the Baker Street Irregulars as 
“St. Bartholomew’s Hospital.” 
19 Greg D. Ruby is the founder and Gasogene of The Sherlockians of Baltimore and The Fourth Garrideb. 
20 Andrew Solberg, BSI, ASH, has been writing and editing Sherlockian books and articles since the 1970s. 
He lives in Baltimore. 
21 Robert Veld, an Australian Sherlockian, is the author of the book The Strand Magazine and Sherlock 
Holmes (Gasogene Books/Wessex Press 2012). 
22 Ben Vizoskie is an officer of The Three Garridebs of Westchester County, NY and is the photographer 
for the Baker Street Irregulars. 
23 Susan Vizoskie has long served as an officer of The Three Garridebs of Westchester County (New York) 
and co-edited Sherlockian Heresies with Julie McKuras. 
24 Beverly Wolov has an MA in the History of Decorative Arts from the Smithsonian/Corcoran College of 
Art and Design, with a background in fashion history. 
These authors have retained copyright in their work published here: Blau, de la Cova, Hollis, Hunt, Kean, 
Rossakis, Solberg, Vizoskie (Ben), Vizoskie (Susan), and Wolov. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Ira Brad Matetsky 

nnotating the cases of Sherlock Holmes has become a long-standing 
Sherlockian tradition. It began with William S. Baring-Gould’s The 
Annotated Sherlock Holmes, continued with The Oxford Sherlock Holmes, 

and culminated in Leslie S. Klinger’s Sherlock Holmes Reference Library and 
New Annotated Sherlock Holmes. Citations to these prior annotations appear 
in the footnotes, together with our current authors’ additions to their work.25 

When Ross Davies edited the Holmes-themed issues of The Green Bag 
Almanac and Reader for 2015 and 2016, he introduced a new variation: the 
group annotation. This feature continues annually now that The Baker Street 
Almanac is a stand-alone annual publication. The 2020 BSA featured a newly 
annotated “The Adventure of the Cardboard Box,” and this year we turn our 
attention to “The Adventure of the Priory School.” 

Our methodology is simple: We ask Sherlockians we think might be inter-
ested to contribute an annotation on a selected passage of either their or our 
choice. We also welcome volunteers, who are invited each year to reread the 
selected story and propose an annotation topic to us. Each year, some annota-
tors focus on the story itself, while others vary more widely, and some are 
written within the context of “The Game” while others range outside it.  

One topic that is not covered at length in this year’s annotations is the 
handwritten changes found on Arthur Conan Doyle’s handwritten manu-
script of “The Priory School,” or variations between that manuscript and the 
finished story. We have passed over this topic lightly, not because it is un-
important, but because the information is already available. “The Adventure 
of the Priory School” was the first canonical manuscript to be reprinted in 
print, in a small volume published in 1985 by Santa Teresa Press in Santa 
Barbara, California, in a limited edition of 350 copies that featured an intro-
duction by Len Deighton. Although the book unfortunately does not con-
tain the transcription and other scholarly apparatus found in volumes of the 
BSI Press Manuscript Series, the manuscript facsimile is clear and legible. 
At this writing, copies of the volume are readily available from online re-
sellers. Beyond that, Les Klinger’s notes to “The Priory School” in the Mem-
oirs volume of his New Annotated Sherlock Holmes detail the major textual 
changes in the manuscript or between the manuscript and the published 
story, and we refer interested readers to that work. 
                                                                                                         
25 Baring-Gould’s The Annotated Sherlock Holmes will be cited as “WBG”; the Oxford Sherlock Holmes 
volume on The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes, as “OSH: Memoirs”; Klinger’s Reference Library volume on The 
Memoirs, as “LSK, Ref: Memoirs”; and Klinger’s New Annotated Sherlock Holmes, as “LSK, 1 New Ann.”  

A 
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The Baker Street Almanac for 2022 will feature a new annotated edition of 
“The Adventure of the Abbey Grange.” Volunteers are welcome (let’s not 
always see the same hands!). If you are interested in contributing, please e-
mail irabrad221b@gmail.com to let us know, preferably by July 1, 2021. 

THE ADVENTURE OF THE PRIORY SCHOOL 
By A. Conan Doyle 

e have had some dramatic entrances and exits upon our small stage at 
Baker Street,26 but I cannot recollect anything more sudden and star-

tling than the first appearance of Thorneycroft Huxtable,27 M.A., Ph.D., 
etc.28 His card,29 which seemed too small to carry the weight of his academic 
distinctions, preceded him by a few seconds, and then he entered himself — 
so large, so pompous, and so dignified that he was the very embodiment of 
self-possession and solidity. And yet his first action, when the door had 
closed behind him, was to stagger against the table, whence he slipped down 
upon the floor, and there was that majestic figure prostrate and insensible 
upon our bearskin hearth-rug. 
                                                                                                         
26 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 113, n. 1. 
27 OSH: Return, p. 359. 
28 WBG, vol. 2, p. 607, n. 1; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 113, n. 2. 
29 STEPHEN R. MCALLISTER: Calling cards — small cards identifying oneself — were common in 
Europe and the United States during the Victorian Era. Men, women, and couples used them as an 
introduction to new neighbors, to announce or seek a visit, or to convey condolences, congratulation, 
or signal an extended absence. John H. Young, Our Deportment, or the Manners, Conduct and Dress of 
the Most Refined Society (F.B. Dickerson & Co. 1881), ch. VII (“Visiting and Calling Cards”); Mrs. 
E.B. Duffy, The Ladies and Gentlemen’s Etiquette: A Complete Manual of the Manners and Dress of 
American Society (Porter and Coates: Philadelphia 1877), Ch. XV (“Etiquette of Visiting-Cards”); 
Jenny Ashcraft, Let Me Leave You My Calling Card, Fishwrap Blog (Newspapers.com) (Aug. 13, 2020). 
The card generally was presented to a butler or maid, who placed it on a “salver” or tray (made of 
metal or porcelain, ranging from plain to elaborate) designed specifically to hold and present cards. 
Mrs. Hudson presents the card of Miss Mary Morstan on “a brass salver” in The Sign of Four, while 
Billy appears with “his card-tray” in “The Mazarin Stone.” Sometimes, the card was presented im-
mediately, which was always the case in the Canon, and the master or mistress of the house decided 
whether to receive the visitor, which Holmes always did. But cards also were collected for later re-
view, either to be ignored or returned in an envelope (a snub), or to receive a message or invitation. 
Early calling cards included a name, sometimes a title, but generally not addresses or any other in-
formation. One etiquette guide cautioned against Mr. Thorneycroft Huxtable’s actions: Cards 
should not “suggest ostentation”; rather, “engraving in simple writing is preferred, and without flour-
ishes.” Young, ch. VII. Later Victorian social cards, however, often included elaborate, colorful deco-
rations, and features such as a name hidden under a liftable flap, while professional cards could in-
clude degrees, licenses, and specializations. 

In the Canon, a calling card might be a clue, as in “The Three Garridebs” and “The Retired Col-
ourman.” Calling cards also could be powerful: Holmes and Watson used them to gain immediate 
admission to premises more than once, as in “The Crooked Man,” “The Naval Treaty,” and “The 
Creeping Man.” How would Sherlock Holmes’s card have looked? 

W 
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We had sprung to our feet, and for a few moments we stared in silent 
amazement at this ponderous piece of wreckage, which told of some sudden 
and fatal storm far out on the ocean of life. Then Holmes hurried with a 
cushion for his head, and I with brandy for his lips.30 The heavy, white face 
was seamed with lines of trouble, the hanging pouches under the closed eyes 
were leaden in color, the loose mouth drooped dolorously at the corners, the 
rolling chins were unshaven. Collar31 and shirt bore the grime of a long 

                                                                                                         
30 MICHAEL KEAN: Brandy was Dr. Watson’s universal remedy; his most commonly prescribed 
cure-all. According to John Bennett Shaw (“Alimentary, my Dear Watson,” The Baker Street Journal, 
n.s., vol. 17, no. 2, June 1967), specific libations are mentioned in the Canon seventy-five times. 
Nineteen of these references are to brandy, and sixteen of those to its use for medicinal purposes. By 
the time that Dr. Watson rushed to Thorneycroft Huxtable’s aid, brandy had already been prescribed 
in nine previous stories. As in this instance, its most common purpose was as a restorative — for 
reviving and strengthening those in shock. However, Watson himself became the patient on one 
occasion, when Holmes uses brandy to revive him after he fainted upon seeing the resurrected detec-
tive in “The Empty House.” 

Brandy is distilled from grape wine, and though it can be produced anywhere, an English gentle-
man would assume it to be a French Cognac or perhaps an Armagnac. This is likely what was con-
tained in one of the bottles in Holmes’ tantalus. However, what Watson kept in his flask while mak-
ing his medical rounds, is open to conjecture. (Cognac and Armagnac are produced in adjacent 
eponymous regions, the former aged in barrels of Limousin oak, and the latter in black oak.)  

MICHAEL MCSWIGGIN: Watson utilized brandy here in its most common medicinal use in the 
Canon: as a stimulant. While modern medical practice accurately classifies alcohol as a depressant, 
during the 19th and early 20th centuries, it was commonly used by physicians as a stimulant. Brandy 
was generally regarded as the most effective form of alcohol. As The Lancet stated in 1902, “brandy is 
so universally regarded as superior to all other spirits from a medicinal point of view….”. Brandy was 
listed in the British Pharmacopoeia during this time, although some contemporary physicians saw the 
dangers of over-prescribed alcohol and urged that alternatives be developed. 

Brandy’s efficacy as a stimulant depended upon the specific situation. Alcohol has been shown to 
temporarily quicken the pulse. With Dr. Huxtable, as occurred often in the Canon, brandy was used 
to reverse exhaustion or treat fainting. The sudden application of alcohol to the nerves in the mouth 
may have had more therapeutic effect than the actual ingestion of a small amount of brandy. The 
other main stimulant use of alcohol at the time was to treat or prevent hypothermia. That use was in 
vain: while the feeling caused by the brandy gave the illusion of warmth, the alcohol actually caused 
vasodilation and worsened the hypothermia. 

Brandy was indeed also used at the time as a sedative (even in children). Unsurprisingly, brandy 
was quite efficacious in this regard. Its dangers (in both adult and pediatric populations) are obvious. 
Other uses for brandy (and alcohol in general) during this time-period included fever reduction, 
gastric stimulation, angina treatment, inhaled as part of an anesthetic regimen, and a part of diabetic 
treatment prior to the discovery of insulin. While these uses have fallen away in the modern era, 
alcohol had some legitimate level of efficacy in each of these examples. Safer treatments have thank-
fully been developed. See Wilks S., Introduction to a discussion on the effects of alcohol,. Br Med J. 
1891;2:459-464; Anon., Special analytical commission on brandy, The Lancet, 1902;2:1503-1518; 
Leyton O., Discussion on the value of alcohol as a therapeutic agent, Proc R Soc Med. 1920;13:49-52; 
Guly, Henry, Medicinal brandy, Rescuitation, 2011 Jul; 82(7-2): 951-954. 
31 BEVERLY WOLOV: Fashion has always been a means of identifying socio-economic status, and 
detached collars, in particular, played their part. Frills, ruffs, lace, jabots, and cravats all signaled 
luxury, financial means, and therefore, status. Adopting the gentleman’s crisp, white, standing collar 
became critical for the aspiring 19th century middle class professional. It differentiated those who 
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journey, and the hair bristled unkempt from the well-shaped head. It was a 
sorely stricken man who lay before us. 

“What is it, Watson?” asked Holmes. 
“Absolute exhaustion — possibly mere hunger and fatigue,” said I, with 

my finger on the thready pulse, where the stream of life trickled thin and 
small.32 

“Return ticket33 from Mackleton, in the north of England,” said Holmes, 

                                                                                                         
wore it from laborers who continued to wear shirts with only a neckband. Unlike a shirt, which 
could be worn several times because it was hidden beneath waistcoat and coat, collars and cuffs 
needed frequent replacement to appear fresh. Thus, the nineteenth-century invention of disposable 
collars and cuffs was a practical and almost necessary invention. Made of paper, cotton, linen, or 
paper-cloth laminate, they were discarded when soil, wilt, or tear rendered them unusable. The more 
durable freshen-with-only-a-damp-cloth celluloid collars and cuffs appeared in 1870. Regardless of 
choice, all disposable collars and cuffs were a less expensive alternative to laundry bills. Certainly 
Holmes took advantage of disposable replaceability when he made notes on his cuffs in “The Naval 
Treaty,” as did Dr. Mortimer in The Hound. In “The Priory School,” specific note of Thorneycroft 
Huxtable’s shirt and collar acknowledges his respectable profession while garnering sympathy and 
adding drama via his uncharacteristic disheveled state. (Note: The phrase “collar and cuffs” is not 
necessarily a fashion reference. It is also Cockney slang referencing matching (or not) head and 
private area hair color. Think “bottle blonde.) 
32 CONSTANTINE ROSSAKIS: Despite our (sometimes) romantic and nostalgic views to the contrary, 
the good Dr. Watson and, dare I say, the literary agent (also notwithstanding a medical pedigree) do 
occasionally err diagnostically. This passage is such an example of misdiagnosis. It would have been 
exceedingly improbable that Dr. Huxtable had a syncopal episode (fainted) from “mere hunger and 
fatigue” given that (a) fatigue does not generally cause syncope, and (b) hunger, with attendant hypogly-
cemia, would not reverse so quickly (note that Huxtable recovers almost immediately) and certainly 
not without the administration of oral or parenteral glucose (the latter not a possiblity during that 
time period). Furthermore, hunger and fatigue alone would not cause a thready pulse as described. 

“Absolute exhaustion” can, however, cause syncope, albeit not commonly. More serious conditions 
associated with syncope and a thready pulse can be easily excluded given Dr. Huxtable’s swift recov-
ery (heart attack, ruptured aortic aneurysm, sepsis, cardiogenic shock, serious arrythmias, heart fail-
ure, or stroke). Therefore, Dr. Huxtable almost certainly suffered from significant dehydration, hy-
potension, and cerebral hypoperfusion, causing his fainting. This would explain the thready pulse, 
his quick recovery after falling to the floor (with increased blood flow to the brain in the horizontal 
position), and the lack of any other signs or symptoms. 
33 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 113, n. 3; LSK, 2 New Ann., p. 933, n. 2. PHILLIP BERGEM: The village of 
Mackleton is mentioned four times in the story, with Mackleton Station mentioned one additional 
time. It is identified as being in the north of England, in the peak country, near moors, and in the county 
of Hallamshire. While there is no town or village named Mackleton in the British Isles, there was an 
area called Hallamshire, although not a county, within and to the west of the present City of Sheffield. 
The earliest use of the name was in 1161. Hallamshire lasted as a liberty (a particular division of local 
government) until the early 1800s. It was also a Parliamentary constituency from 1885 until 1918.  

We can get a better sense of the true location of the action through an examination of the original 
manuscript for the account of “The Priory School,” which was printed by Santa Teresa Press in 
1985. In the manuscript, what appeared in print as “Return ticket from Mackleton in the North of 
England” was originally written as “Return ticket from Castleton in Derbyshire.” The three other 
instances of “Mackleton” were originally written as “Castleton” as well. (Mackleton Station was 
originally written that way.) These and other changes from the original manuscript can give clues to 
the true location of Holdernesse Hall before Watson or Conan Doyle obscured the details.  
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drawing it from the watch-pocket.34 “It is not twelve o’clock35 yet. He has 
certainly been an early starter.” 

The puckered eyelids had begun to quiver, and now a pair of vacant grey 
eyes looked up at us. An instant later the man had scrambled on to his feet, 
his face crimson with shame. 

“Forgive this weakness, Mr. Holmes, I have been a little overwrought. 
Thank you, if I might have a glass of milk and a biscuit,36 I have no doubt 
that I should be better. I came personally, Mr. Holmes, in order to insure 

                                                                                                         
When Holmes read out the details of the Duke of Holdernesse, the address was printed as “Hold-

ernesse Hall, Hallamshire.” What had originally been written was “Holdernesse Hall, Lancashire.” 
Later in the story, when Holmes is examining his map, he said “we are fortunate enough to be able 
to block the west end also.” Instead of “west” the manuscript had originally read “Manchester.” 

A difficulty in our evaluation is that there are two Castletons in England, and both fit the clues 
provided in the manuscript. One is Castleton, Lancashire, and is now an area of Rochdale, a north-
ern suburb of Manchester. The other Castleton is in Derbyshire, presently located within the Peak 
District National Park, west of Sheffield and southeast of Manchester. This second Castleton makes 
more sense as the likely location of Holdernesse Hall and the Priory School. It is in peak country 
and close to moors, as was claimed in the story, and the rural setting is more suited for a hall and 
surrounding estate. Plus, with Manchester being to the west of this area, it fits with both the original 
word and the substitution.  

It is possible that Watson worked with his friend, Arthur Conan Doyle, in making the changes to 
obscure the true location of events. They may have first thought to keep the name of Castleton, but 
changing the county from Derbyshire to Lancashire. Then, realizing that was not sufficient, they 
changed the county name as well. Conan Doyle was somewhat familiar with Sheffield, the region of 
historical Hallamshire, as he lived there for three weeks in 1878 while acting as a student assistant.  

Arthur Conan Doyle had one additional connection with the Castleton, Derbyshire area. In 1910, 
four years after “The Priory School” was printed, he published “The Terror of Blue John Gap” which 
was set at the Blue John Cavern, just to the west of Castleton. 
34 WBG, vol. 2, p. 607, n. 2; OSH: Return, p. 359l LSK, Ref.: Return, pp. 113-14, n. 4. 
35 OSH: Return, p. 359. 
36 FRANCINE KITTS: A digestive biscuit is a type of cookie, or biscuit, as they’re called in British 
English, is a slightly savory cookie with a crumbly texture and a simple flavor. A classic digestive 
biscuit closely resembles a graham cracker with a rich, nutty flavor and a hint of sweetness from the 
included sugar. Credit for the invention of the digestive biscuit is typically given to Alexander Grant, 
an employee of McVitie & Price’s, a company in Scotland. Grant developed the digestive biscuit in 
the 1800s, and the cookie was at first marketed as a health food, due to the antacid properties of 
baking soda. Later testing of digestive biscuits has laid this claim to rest. https://www.wisegeek.com/ 
what-is-a-digestive-biscuit.htm.  

McVitie’s digestive biscuits have become known among fans of The Beatles because they were the 
cause of an argument between George Harrison and John Lennon during a recording session for the 
group’s 1969 album Abbey Road. Lennon’s wife, Yoko Ono, was allegedly in the recording studio and 
at one point helped herself to Harrison’s box of McVitie’s while the Beatles were in the control 
room. Harrison got angry at Ono, and his subsequent outburst caused Lennon to lose his temper in 
response. Chocolate digestives were the challenge to the bakers in The Great British Bake Off and The 
Great Canadian Baking Show. In the ITV television show Doc Martin, the character Louisa Glasson 
(played by Caroline Catz) likes to eat chocolate digestives. Her boyfriend/husband Martin Ellingham 
(played by Martin Clunes) tries to give her dietary advice. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Digestive_biscuit 
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that you would return with me. I feared that no telegram would convince 
you of the absolute urgency of the case.” 

“When you are quite restored — — “ 
“I am quite well again. I cannot imagine how I came to be so weak. I 

wish you, Mr. Holmes, to come to Mackleton with me by the next train.” 
My friend shook his head. 
“My colleague, Dr. Watson, could tell you that we are very busy at pre-

sent. I am retained in this case of the Ferrers Documents,37 and the Aberga-
venny murder38 is coming up for trial. Only a very important issue could call 
me from London at present.” 

“Important!” Our visitor threw up his hands. “Have you heard nothing of 
the abduction of the only son of the Duke of Holdernesse?”39 

“What! the late Cabinet Minister?”40 

                                                                                                         
37 WBG, vol. 2, p. 608, n. 3; OSH: Return, p. 359; LSK, Ref.: Return, pp. 114-15, n. 5. 
38 WBG, vol. 2, p. 608, n. 4; OSH: Return, p. 360; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 115, n. 6. 
39 OSH: Return, p. 360; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 115, n. 7; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 934, n. 3. IRA BRAD 
MATETSKY: For those not steeped in the intricacies of the ranks of the British upper classes, the 
various titles of high rank strewn throughout the Canon may blur together. But it is important, in 
judging the Duke of Holdernesse’s position, to bear in mind that “Duke” was (and is) the highest (and 
least common) rank of nobility, ranking below only royalty. “In very approximate figures, nineteenth-
century Britain usually had on hand twenty dukes, thirty marquises, two hundred earls, a hundred 
viscounts, and six hundred barons, as well as a thousand baronets and three thousand knights.” Jo 
McMurty, Victorian Life and Victorian Fiction, p. 26 (Archon Press 1979). In 1910, there were 31 dukes 
in the United Kingdom, including three royal dukes, twenty-one dukes of the United Kingdom, five 
Scottish Dukes, and three Irish Dukes. Photographs and biographies of all of them can be found in “A 
Portfolio of the Dukes of Great Britain and Ireland” in Pearson’s Magazine, vol. 29, no. 169 (January 
1910), pp. 1-15 (available online at https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=osu.32435026218198). 
40 OSH: Return, p. 360; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 115, n. 8; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 934, n. 4. ROSS E. 
DAVIES: Is Holmes exclaiming and querying here (as The Strand reports, with an exclamation mark 
after “What” and a question mark at the end of the sentence) or only exclaiming (as Collier’s reports, 
with a mere comma after “What” and an exclamation mark at the end of the sentence)? Your prefer-
ence may depend on which kind of melodrama you think Holmes was more likely to employ (or 
Watson was more likely to amplify) in this context (since Holmes surely knew plenty about the 
status of the Duke already). Either way, the identity of the Duke remains a mystery, “Cabinet Min-
ister” being a term so generic that it encompasses hundreds of people. Or at least it would have been 
a mystery to a reader when the story was published in 1904.  

Today, though, we have access to a facsimile of the original autograph manuscript, courtesy of 
Marvin Epstein and the Santa Teresa Press. That facsimile reveals that in the original writing, the 
Duke was identified as “the Foreign Secretary” — not “the late Cabinet Minister.” A look at the 
strikingly short list of people who could have been that “Foreign Minister” suggests that Watson (or 
someone else with revisionary influence over the text of the story) opted for the more general “late 
Cabinet Minister” in order to avoid making the real-world identity of the Canonical Duke glaringly, 
painfully obvious to any contemporary reader with even the faintest familiarity with the lives of 
Foreign Secretaries.  

There is wide agreement that “The Adventure of the Priory School” took place in May of 1901. 
At that time, only four Foreign Secretaries were alive: former Secretaries Robert Gascoyne-Cecil, 
3rd Marquess of Salisbury b. 1830, d. 1903, served as Foreign Secretary 1878-1880, 1885-1886, 
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“Exactly. We had tried to keep it out of the papers, but there was some 
rumor in the Globe41 last night. I thought it might have reached your ears.” 

Holmes shot out his long, thin arm and picked out Volume “H” in his 
encyclopædia of reference.42 

“‘Holdernesse, 6th Duke, K.G.,43 P.C.’44 — half the alphabet! ‘Baron Bev-
erley, Earl of Carston’ — dear me, what a list! ‘Lord Lieutenant45 of Hallam-
shire46 since 1900. Married Edith, daughter of Sir Charles Appledore,47 1888. 
Heir and only child, Lord Saltire.48 Owns about two hundred and fifty thou-
sand acres. Minerals in Lancashire and Wales.49 Address: Carlton House 
Terrace;50 Holdernesse Hall,51 Hallamshire; Carston Castle, Bangor,52 Wales. 
Lord of the Admiralty, 1872; Chief53 Secretary of State for54 — Well, well, 
this man is certainly one of the greatest subjects of the Crown!”55 

“The greatest and perhaps the wealthiest. I am aware, Mr. Holmes, that 
you take a very high line in professional matters, and that you are prepared 

                                                                                                         
1887-1892, 1895-1900), Archibald Primrose, 5th Earl of Rosebery (b. 1847, d. 1929, served as 
Foreign Secretary 1886, 1892-1894), John Wodehouse, 1st Earl of Kimberley (b. 1826, d. 1902, served 
as Foreign Secretary 1894-1895), and current Secretary Henry Petty-Fitzmaurice, 5th Marquess of 
Lansdowne (b. 1845, d. 1927, served as Foreign Secretary 1900-1905). All three former Secretaries 
had lost their spouses in the 1890s and not remarried, which disqualifies all three, since the Duke’s 
spouse is a critical off-camera character in the story. That leaves only Henry Petty-Fitzmaurice, who 
was Foreign Secretary at the time of the action in the story and still held that office when the story was 
published. This identification is also consistent with the absence of the word “late” before “Foreign 
Secretary” in the original manuscript. Small wonder that no one involved in the publication of “The 
Priory School” thought identifying the Duke as “the Foreign Secretary,” or even merely the “Foreign 
Secretary,” was a good idea. 
41 OSH: Return, p. 360; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 115, n. 9. 
42 OSH: Return, pp. 360-61; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 115, n. 10; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 935, n. 5. 
43 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 116, n. 11. 
44 WBG, vol. 2, p. 608, n. 5; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 116, n. 12; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 935, n. 6. 
45 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 117, n. 13; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 935, n. 7. 
46 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 117, n. 14; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 935, n. 8. 
47 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 117, n. 15; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 936, n. 9. 
48 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 117, n. 16. 
49 PETER E. BLAU: There were many minerals to be found in Lancashire and Wales in Victorian 
times, but the area was and is best known for its massive deposits of coal, and they undoubtedly 
made the Duke of Holdernesse a rich man indeed. It’s not clear just where his 250,000 acres were, 
but that’s about 390 square miles, and many if not most of them could have been in the coalfields. 
It’s certainly understandable why the Duke would have had as one of his homes Carston Castle, near 
Bangor. Anyone who has read Richard Llewellyn’s novel How Green Was My Valley (1939) or seen 
the Oscar award-winning film (1941) will recall what life was like in the coal mines in Wales. 
50 WBG, vol. 2, p. 609, n. 6; OSH, vol. 2, p. 609, n.6; LSK, Ref.: Return, pp. 117, n. 17 
51 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 118, n. 18. 
52 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 118, n. 19. 
53 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 118, n. 20. 
54 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 118, n. 21. 
55 WBG, vol. 2, p. 609, n.7; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 118, n. 22; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 936, n. 11.  
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to work for the work’s sake. I may tell you, however, that his Grace56 has 
already intimated that a check for five thousand pounds57 will be handed 
over to the person who can tell him where his son is, and another thousand 
to him who can name the man or men who have taken him.” 

“It is a princely offer,” said Holmes.58 “Watson, I think that we shall ac-
company Dr. Huxtable back to the north of England. And now, Dr. Hux-
table, when you have consumed that milk, you will kindly tell me what has 
happened, when it happened, how it happened, and, finally, what Dr. 
Thorneycroft Huxtable, of the Priory School, near Mackleton, has to do 
with the matter, and why he comes three days after an event — the state of 
your chin gives the date — to ask for my humble services.” 

Our visitor had consumed his milk and biscuits. The light had come 
back to his eyes and the color to his cheeks, as he set himself with great vig-
or and lucidity to explain the situation. 

“I must inform you, gentlemen, that the Priory is a preparatory school,59 
of which I am the founder and principal. Huxtable’s Sidelights on Horace60 may 
possibly recall my name to your memories. The Priory is, without exception, 
the best and most select preparatory school in England.61 Lord Leverstoke, 
the Earl of Blackwater, Sir Cathcart Soames62 — they all have intrusted 
their sons to me. But I felt that my school had reached its zenith when, 
weeks ago, the Duke of Holdernesse sent Mr. James Wilder, his secretary, 
with intimation that young Lord Saltire, ten years old, his only son and heir, 
was about to be committed to my charge. Little did I think that this would 
be the prelude to the most crushing misfortune of my life. 

“On May 1st the boy arrived, that being the beginning of the summer 
term.63 He was a charming youth, and he soon fell into our ways. I may tell 

                                                                                                         
56 IRA BRAD MATETSKY: “His (or Her) Grace” in the third person, or “Your Grace” in direct ad-
dress, is the honorific used for dukes, duchesses, and archbishops. 
57 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 118, n. 23; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 936, n. 12. 
58 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 118, n. 24; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 936, n. 13. 
59 ROB NUNN: Preparatory schools in England typically served children aged 8 to 13 years old. Typically 
a boarding school, preparatory schools educated and prepared children to enter public, or secondary, 
schools. The better a child was educated at their “prep” school, the more likely he was to enter into 
one of the highly selective and well-respected public schools and eventually secure a respectable 
profession. (WB Stephens, Education in Britain 1750-1914 (1998)). 
60 WBG, vol. 2, p. 611, n. 8; OSH: Return, p. 361; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 118, n. 25. 
61 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 119, n. 26; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 937, n. 14. 
62 OSH: Return, p. 361. 
63 HARRISON HUNT: I have questions about this line on two counts, even if Baring-Gould, the 
Oxford Edition, and Les Klinger do not. The first regards the phrase “summer term.” In the period 
of the story (most set it in May of 1901), and for many years before, English universities set their 
terms using the ecclesiastical calendar. Thus, Cambridge and a number of other institutions had 
three terms per year: Michaelmas (October-December), Lent (January-March) and Easter (April-
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you — I trust that I am not indiscreet, but half-confidences are absurd in 
such a case — that he was not entirely happy at home. It is an open secret 
that the Duke’s married life had not been a peaceful one, and the matter had 
ended in a separation by mutual consent, the Duchess taking up her resi-
dence in the south of France. This had occurred very shortly before, and the 
boy’s sympathies are known to have been strongly with his mother. He mo-
ped after her departure from Holdernesse Hall, and it was for this reason 
that the Duke desired to send him to my establishment. In a fortnight the 
boy was quite at home with us and was apparently absolutely happy. 

“He was last seen on the night of May 13th — that is, the night of last 
Monday. His room was on the second floor and was approached through 
another larger room, in which two boys were sleeping. These boys saw and 
heard nothing, so that it is certain that young Saltire did not pass out that 
way. His window was open, and there is a stout ivy plant leading to the 
ground.64 We could trace no footmarks below, but it is sure that this is the 
only possible exit. 

“His absence was discovered at seven o’clock on Tuesday morning. His bed 
had been slept in. He had dressed himself fully, before going off, in his usual 
school suit of black Eton jacket65 and dark grey trousers. There were no 

                                                                                                         
June). Oxford shortened its Easter session and added a fourth term, Trinity, which lasted into July. 
As Doctor Huxtable’s Priory School catered to the English upper class, it is most likely that he 
would have adopted this school calendar, having an “Easter” rather than “Summer” term. My second 
question follows regarding May first as the day Lord Saltire began his attendance at the school. The 
Easter terms at all schools chronicled in Whitaker’s Almanack for 1901 ran from mid-April until late 
June (Oxford until late May). The story has him reporting in mid-term, which is hard to accept, 
even for the son of “perhaps the wealthiest” man in the realm. These thorny (or Thornycroft) issues 
may be solved when it is revealed that the University of Edinburgh — where the Literary Agent 
attended medical school — had a summer session that lasted from May to July. 
64 IRA BRAD MATETSKY: Although intrepid Sherlockian researchers have conducted practical ex-
periments on several topics of interest (can bicycle tracks reveal the direction of the bicycle’s travels? 
is one well-known example), I am not aware of any hands-on explorations of whether one could use 
ivy to climb down a wall. If anyone reads this paragraph and decides to try the experiment, The Baker 
Street Almanac and its editors are not responsible for the consequences. 
65 OSH: Return, p. 362; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 119, n. 27; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 937, n. 15. BEVERLY 
WOLOV: The Eton jacket is a tailored, waist-length jacket, introduced in the early 1800s. Required 
attire for Eton students 5’4” or shorter, the Eton jacket (as it became known) was colloquially known 
as a bum freezer because the tailless style did nothing to protect a wearer’s backside in winter’s freezing 
temperatures. Older students wore tail coats, a sartorial courtesy extended to all Eton students, regard-
less of height, in 1967. It is a myth that the Eton jacket color changed from personal choice blue or red 
to black as a sign of mourning upon the death of George III in 1820. Some students may have worn 
black, but at best it was temporary. Eton school records show that colored jackets were worn until the 
1860s when male clothing, in general, went to dark colors to hide the soot of burgeoning industry. The 
(tailless) Eton jacket is reputed to have been inspired by the spencer, invented (perhaps unintentionally) 
in the late 1790s by Earl George John Spencer. Reportedly, Spencer cut the tails off his tailcoat after 
they were singed because he stood too close to a fire. Another version states he tore the tails off one 
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signs that anyone had entered the room, and it is quite certain that anything 
in the nature of cries or a struggle would have been heard, since Caunter,66 
the elder boy in the inner room, is a very light sleeper. 

“When Lord Saltire’s disappearance was discovered, I at once called a roll 
of the whole establishment — boys, masters, and servants. It was then that 
we ascertained that Lord Saltire had not been alone in his flight. Heidegger,67 
the German master, was missing. His room was on the second floor, at the 
farther end of the building, facing the same way as Lord Saltire’s. His bed 
had also been slept in, but he had apparently gone away partly dressed, since 
his shirt and socks were lying on the floor. He had undoubtedly let himself 
down by the ivy, for we could see the marks of his feet where he had landed 
on the lawn. His bicycle was kept in a small shed beside this lawn, and it 
also was gone.68 

                                                                                                         
day because they kept catching on brambles while he was hunting. In any event, the spencer became 
a popular adult outerwear, and in a short time, was translated into a young boys jacket. The style would 
be adopted by British military officers and become known as the mess jacket. Today, the Eton suit 
consists of a black tailcoat, white tie, waistcoat (black or grey), and striped pants. The tall hat replaced 
the mortar board in 1820, but was abandoned for daily wear during World War II when it was consid-
ered too awkward to use with gas masks. The tall (top) hat is still worn for special occasions. 
66 OSH: Return, p. 362. 
67 OSH: Return, p. 362. 
68 BEN VIZOSKIE: When Holmes and Watson met in 1881, the word “bicycle” meant the Ordinary 
Bicycle. Known as the high-wheeler, it was familiarly called the penny-farthing because of its large front 
wheel and small rear wheel. The cyclist, or wheelman, sat above and just behind the front wheel. The 
pedals were attached to the front wheel, so each revolution of the pedals resulted in one revolution of 
that wheel. The larger the front wheel, the faster the bicycle could travel. Because the wheel’s radius 
was limited by the length of the rider’s inseam, a reasonable top speed was only about 9 mph (60 
revolutions per minute on a 50-inch wheel). Other drawbacks included the difficulty of steering and 
pedaling the same wheel, and the frequent headers that occurred in consequence of the rider’s high 
and precarious perch. By the time Holmes confronted Moriarty ten years later, the term bicycle 
referred to the Safety Bicycle, introduced in 1885. As in the vehicle we enjoy today, the wheels were 
of equal size and the frame was diamond-shaped with the four points at the handlebars, the seat, the 
rear wheel hub and the pedals. The pedals, between the wheels, were connected to the rear wheel by a 
geared chain drive. The smaller wheels made the bicycle more stable, thus safer, the placement of the 
pedals made for easier handling, and the gearing made it possible to attain greater speeds. Pneumatic 
tires provided a smoother ride, and ball-bearings reduced friction in the wheels, steering, etc. 

Bicycles appear in only four canonical adventures: “The Solitary Cyclist,” “The Priory School,” and 
“The Missing Three-Quarter” all from The Return, and The Valley of Fear. Paget depicted bicycles in 
all three short stories, the clearest depiction of a bicycle being in “The Priory School.” “Priory” also 
has more bicycles than the other stories: Heidegger and James Wilder each had a bicycle and there 
were several bicycles in the shed. The two bicycles in “The Solitary Cyclist” are ridden by Violet 
Smith and Mr. Carruthers, while Ted Baldwin rides a bicycle in The Valley of Fear. It should also be 
noted that in “The Missing Three-Quarter,” only one person rides a bicycle; that solitary cyclist is 
Sherlock Holmes. 

There is a widely known quotation from Arthur Conan Doyle regarding the bicycle: “When the 
spirits are low, when the day appears dark, when work becomes monotonous, when hope hardly seems 
worth having, just mount a bicycle and go out for a spin down the road, without thought on anything 
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“He had been with me for two years, and came with the best references, 
but he was a silent, morose man, not very popular either with masters or 
boys. No trace could be found of the fugitives, and now, on Thursday morn-
ing,69 we are as ignorant as we were on Tuesday. Inquiry was, of course, 
made at once at Holdernesse Hall. It is only a few miles away, and we imag-
ined that, in some sudden attack of homesickness, he had gone back to his 
father, but nothing had been heard of him. The Duke is greatly agitated, 
and, as to me, you have seen yourselves the state of nervous prostration to 
which the suspense and the responsibility have reduced me. Mr. Holmes, if 
ever you put forward your full powers, I implore you to do so now, for never 
in your life could you have a case which is more worthy of them.” 

Sherlock Holmes had listened with the utmost intentness to the state-
ment of the unhappy schoolmaster. His drawn brows and the deep furrow 
between them showed that he needed no exhortation to concentrate all his 
attention upon a problem which, apart from the tremendous interests in-
volved must appeal so directly to his love of the complex and the unusual. 
He now drew out his notebook and jotted down one or two memoranda. 

“You have been very remiss in not coming to me sooner,” said he, severely. 
“You start me on my investigation with a very serious handicap. It is incon-
ceivable, for example, that this ivy and this lawn would have yielded nothing 
to an expert observer.” 

“I am not to blame, Mr. Holmes. His Grace was extremely desirous to 
avoid all public scandal. He was afraid of his family unhappiness being 
dragged before the world. He has a deep horror of anything of the kind.” 

“But there has been some official investigation?” 
“Yes, sir, and it has proved most disappointing. An apparent clue was at 

once obtained, since a boy and a young man were reported to have been seen 
leaving a neighboring station by an early train. Only last night we had news 
that the couple had been hunted down in Liverpool, and they prove to have 
no connection whatever with the matter in hand. Then it was that in my 
despair and disappointment, after a sleepless night, I came straight to you by 
the early train.” 

“I suppose the local investigation was relaxed while this false clue was be-
ing followed up?” 
                                                                                                         
but the ride you are taking.” This was printed in “Cycle Notes” in the January 18, 1896 issue of Scientific 
American, and continues: “I have myself ridden the bicycle most during my practice as a physician 
and during my work in letters. In the morning or the afternoon, before or after work as the mood 
o’ertakes me, I mount the wheel and am off for a spin of a few miles up or down the road from my 
country place. I can only speak words of praise for the bicycle, for I believe that its use is commonly 
beneficial and not at all detrimental to health, except in the matter of beginners who overdo it.” 
69 WBG, vol. 2, p. 611, n. 9. 
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“It was entirely dropped.” 
“So that three days have been wasted. The affair has been most deplora-

bly handled.”70 
“I feel it and admit it.” 
“And yet the problem should be capable of ultimate solution. I shall be 

very happy to look into it. Have you been able to trace any connection be-
tween the missing boy and this German master?” 

“None at all.” 
“Was he in the master’s class?” 
“No, he never exchanged a word with him, so far as I know.” 
“That is certainly very singular. Had the boy a bicycle?” 
“No.” 
“Was any other bicycle missing?” 
“No.” 
“Is that certain?” 
“Quite.” 
“Well, now, you do not mean to seriously suggest that this German rode 

off upon a bicycle in the dead of the night, bearing the boy in his arms?” 
“Certainly not.” 
“Then what is the theory in your mind?” 
“The bicycle may have been a blind. It may have been hidden some-

where, and the pair gone off on foot.” 
“Quite so, but it seems rather an absurd blind, does it not? Were there 

other bicycles in this shed?” 
“Several.” 
“Would he not have hidden a couple, had he desired to give the idea that 

they had gone off upon them?” 
“I suppose he would.” 
“Of course he would. The blind theory won’t do. But the incident is an 

admirable starting-point for an investigation. After all, a bicycle is not an 
easy thing to conceal or to destroy. One other question. Did anyone call to 
see the boy on the day before he disappeared?” 

“No.” 
“Did he get any letters?” 
“Yes, one letter.” 
“From whom?” 
“From his father.” 
“Do you open the boys’ letters?” 

                                                                                                         
70 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 120, n. 28; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 938, n. 16. 
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“No.” 
“How do you know it was from the father?” 
“The coat of arms71 was on the envelope, and it was addressed in the 

Duke’s peculiar stiff hand. Besides, the Duke remembers having written.” 
“When had he a letter before that?” 
“Not for several days.” 
“Had he ever one from France?” 
“No, never. 
“You see the point of my questions, of course. Either the boy was carried 

off by force or he went of his own free will. In the latter case, you would 
expect that some prompting from outside would be needed to make so 
young a lad do such a thing. If he has had no visitors, that prompting must 
have come in letters; hence I try to find out who were his correspondents.” 

“I fear I cannot help you much. His only correspondent, so far as I know, 
was his own father.” 

“Who wrote to him on the very day of his disappearance. Were the rela-
tions between father and son very friendly?” 

“His Grace is never very friendly with anyone. He is completely immersed 
in large public questions, and is rather inaccessible to all ordinary emotions. 
But he was always kind to the boy in his own way.” 

“But the sympathies of the latter were with the mother?” 
“Yes.” 
“Did he say so?” 
“No.” 
“The Duke, then?” 
“Good Heavens, no!” 
“Then how could you know?” 
“I have had some confidential talks with Mr. James Wilder, his Grace’s sec-

retary.72 It was he who gave me the information about Lord Saltire’s feelings.” 
“I see. By the way, that last letter of the Duke’s — was it found in the 

boy’s room after he was gone?” 
“No, he had taken it with him. I think, Mr. Holmes, it is time that we 

were leaving for Euston.”73 
“I will order a four-wheeler. In a quarter of an hour, we shall be at your 

service. If you are telegraphing home, Mr. Huxtable, it would be well to allow 
the people in your neighborhood to imagine that the inquiry is still going on 
in Liverpool, or wherever else that red herring led your pack. In the meantime 
                                                                                                         
71 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 121, n. 29.  
72 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 122, n. 30; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 941, n. 17. 
73 WBG, vol. 2, p. 612, n. 10; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 122, n. 31; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 941, n. 18. 
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I will do a little quiet work at your own doors, and perhaps the scent is not so 
cold but that two old hounds like Watson and myself74 may get a sniff of it.” 

That evening found us in the cold, bracing atmosphere of the Peak coun-
try, in which Dr. Huxtable’s famous school is situated. It was already dark 
when we reached it. A card was lying on the hall table, and the butler whis-
pered something to his master, who turned to us with agitation in every 
heavy feature. 

“The Duke is here,” said he. “The Duke and Mr. Wilder are in the 
study. Come, gentlemen, and I will introduce you.” 

I was, of course, familiar with the pictures of the famous statesman, but the 
man himself was very different from his representation. He was a tall and 
stately person, scrupulously dressed, with a drawn, thin face, and a nose which 
was grotesquely curved and long. His complexion was of a dead pallor, which 
was more startling by contrast with a long, dwindling beard of vivid red, which 
flowed down over his white waistcoat with his watch-chain gleaming through 
its fringe. Such was the stately presence who looked stonily at us from the 
center of Dr. Huxtable’s hearthrug.75 Beside him stood a very young man, 
whom I understood to be Wilder, the private secretary. He was small, nervous, 
alert with intelligent light-blue eyes and mobile features.76 It was he who at 
once, in an incisive and positive tone, opened the conversation. 

“I called this morning, Dr. Huxtable, too late to prevent you from start-
ing for London. I learned that your object was to invite Mr. Sherlock 
Holmes to undertake the conduct of this case. His Grace is surprised, Dr. 
Huxtable, that you should have taken such a step without consulting him.” 

“When I learned that the police had failed — “ 
“His Grace is by no means convinced that the police have failed.” 
“But surely, Mr. Wilder ——” 
“You are well aware, Dr. Huxtable, that his Grace is particularly anxious 

to avoid all public scandal. He prefers to take as few people as possible into 
his confidence.” 

“The matter can be easily remedied,” said the brow-beaten doctor; “Mr. 
Sherlock Holmes can return to London by the morning train.” 

                                                                                                         
74 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 122, n. 32; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 941, n. 19. 
75 NICK MARTORELLI: If this entrance into Baker Street isn’t the most dramatic in the Canon, it is at 
least in the top three. Consider Watson’s juxtaposition of Huxtable being both pompous and dignified. 
A man of self-possession and solidity who immediately staggers and collapses. The consummate story-
teller, Watson, suggests that an outward appearance of respectability will harbor or conceal contrasting 
internal temperaments. And if this reminds the reader of Frederick Bryan-Brown’s suggestion that 
Huxtable’s credentials might be bought rather than earned, perhaps this is the earliest in a canonical 
story that Watson is tipping his readers to the idea that things will not be what they seem in this tale. 
76 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 123, n. 33; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 942, n. 20. 



THE ADVENTURE OF THE PRIORY SCHOOL: A NEW ANNOTATED EDITION 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   325 

“Hardly that, Doctor, hardly that,” said Holmes, in his blandest voice. 
“This northern air is invigorating and pleasant, so I propose to spend a few 
days upon your moors, and to occupy my mind as best I may. Whether I have 
the shelter of your roof or of the village inn is, of course, for you to decide.” 

I could see that the unfortunate doctor was in the last stage of indecision, 
from which he was rescued by the deep, sonorous voice of the red-bearded 
Duke, which boomed out like a dinner-gong. 

“I agree with Mr. Wilder, Dr. Huxtable, that you would have done wise-
ly to consult me. But since Mr. Holmes has already been taken into your 
confidence, it would indeed be absurd that we should not avail ourselves of 
his services. Far from going to the inn, Mr. Holmes, I should be pleased if 
you would come and stay with me at Holdernesse Hall.” 

“I thank your Grace. For the purposes of my investigation, I think that it 
would be wiser for me to remain at the scene of the mystery.” 

“Just as you like, Mr. Holmes. Any information which Mr. Wilder or I 
can give you is, of course, at your disposal.” 

“It will probably be necessary for me to see you at the Hall,” said Holmes. 
“I would only ask you now, sir, whether you have formed any explanation in 
your own mind as to the mysterious disappearance of your son?” 

“No, sir, I have not.” 
“Excuse me if I allude to that which is painful to you, but I have no alter-

native. Do you think that the Duchess had anything to do with the matter?” 
The great minister showed perceptible hesitation. 
“I do not think so,” he said, at last. 
“The other most obvious explanation is that the child has been kidnapped 

for the purpose of levying ransom. You have not had any demand of the sort?” 
“No, sir.” 
“One more question, your Grace. I understand that you wrote to your 

son upon the day when this incident occurred.” 
“No, I wrote upon the day before.” 
“Exactly. But he received it on that day?” 
“Yes.” 
“Was there anything in your letter which might have unbalanced him or 

induced him to take such a step?” 
“No, sir, certainly not.” 
“Did you post that letter yourself?” 
The nobleman’s reply was interrupted by his secretary, who broke in with 

some heat. 
“His Grace is not in the habit of posting letters himself,” said he. “This letter 

was laid with others upon the study table, and I myself put them in the post-bag.” 
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________________________________________________ 
 

“You are sure this one was among them?” 
“Yes, I observed it.” 
“How many letters did your Grace write that day?” 
“Twenty or thirty. I have a large correspondence. But surely this is 

somewhat irrelevant?” 
“Not entirely,” said Holmes. 
“For my own part,” the Duke continued, “I have advised the police to 

turn their attention to the south of France. I have already said that I do not 
believe that the Duchess would encourage so monstrous an action, but the 
lad had the most wrong-headed opinions, and it is possible that he may have 
fled to her, aided and abetted by this German. I think, Dr. Huxtable, that 
we will now return to the Hall.” 

I could see that there were other questions which Holmes would have 
wished to put, but the nobleman’s abrupt manner showed that the interview 
was at an end. It was evident that to his intensely aristocratic nature this 
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discussion of his intimate family affairs with a stranger was most abhorrent, 
and that he feared lest every fresh question would throw a fiercer light into 
the discreetly shadowed corners of his ducal history. 

When the nobleman and his secretary had left, my friend flung himself 
at once with characteristic eagerness into the investigation. 

The boy’s chamber was carefully examined, and yielded nothing save the 
absolute conviction that it was only through the window that he could have 
escaped. The German master’s room and effects gave no further clue. In his 
case a trailer of ivy had given way under his weight, and we saw by the light 
of a lantern the mark on the lawn where his heels had come down. That one 
dint in the short, green grass was the only material witness left of this inex-
plicable nocturnal flight. 

Sherlock Holmes left the house alone, and only returned after eleven. He 
had obtained a large ordnance map77 of the neighborhood, and this he 
brought into my room, where he laid it out on the bed, and, having balanced 
the lamp in the middle of it, he began to smoke over it, and occasionally to 
point out objects of interest with the reeking amber78 of his pipe. 

“This case grows upon me, Watson,” said he. “There are decidedly some 
points of interest in connection with it. In this early stage, I want you to 
realize those geographical features which may have a good deal to do with 
our investigation. 

“Look at this map.79 This dark square is the Priory School. I’ll put a pin 
in it. Now, this line is the main road.80 You see that it runs east and west 
past the school, and you see also that there is no side road for a mile either 
way. If these two folk passed away by road, it was this road.” 

                                                                                                         
77 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 125, n. 34. CARLA COUPE: Beloved by hikers and tourists, Ordnance Survey 
maps provide detailed information about a county or other region, including roads, paths, buildings, 
fields, rivers, monuments, etc. The idea for creating a series of detailed maps was first proposed in 1747, 
after the 1745 Scottish uprising made it clear to military commanders that they needed better infor-
mation about the terrain. It was initially part of the Board of Ordnance, providing the maps with their 
martial name. Surveyors and engineers first tackled mapping Scotland, and in the late 18th century 
moved to England’s south-west coast, where the threat of a French invasion had convinced the military 
of the need to accurately map the coastal counties. The first Ordnance Survey map of an English county 
was published in 1801 for Kent, but maps for all of Great Britain were not completed until 1870. 

Holmes would have, no doubt, purchased the most up-to-date Ordnance Survey map of the area, 
surveyed from 1889 to 1892, and published in 1894. The complete set of local maps consisted of a 
single-sheet six-inch map — that is, six inches to the mile — along with 16 sub-sheets at 25 inches 
to the mile. The school buildings, the Ragged Shaw, Holdernesse Hall, and the Chesterfield high 
road would be easily identifiable on the six-inch map, but details of field use, types of open ground, 
walking paths, and even individual tress would be more readily visible on the larger-scale maps. 
78 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 125, n. 35. 
79 OSH: Return, p. 362; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 125, n. 36. 
80 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 125, n. 37; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 945, n. 21. 
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“Exactly.” 
“By a singular and happy chance, we are able to some extent to check what 

passed along this road during the night in question. At this point, where my 
pipe is now resting, a county constable was on duty from twelve to six. It is, 
as you perceive, the first cross-road on the east side. This man declares that he 
was not absent from his post for an instant,81 and he is positive that neither 
boy nor man could have gone that way unseen. I have spoken with this  
policeman to-night and he appears to me to be a perfectly reliable person. 
That blocks this end. We have now to deal with the other. There is an inn 
here, the Red Bull,82 the landlady of which was ill. She had sent to Mackle-
ton for a doctor, but he did not arrive until morning, being absent at another 
case. The people at the inn were alert all night, awaiting his coming,83 and 

                                                                                                         
81 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 125, n. 38; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 945, n. 22. 
82 OSH: Return, p. 363. 
83 ROBERT S. KATZ: The interactions between wealth, social position, and the availability of medical 
care are subjects that are of vital importance today. Yet, they have always been issues of significance 
and controversy. Novels such as Mika Waltari’s The Egyptian take us back several millennia, but 
highlight the chasm between medical care available to the rich and powerful and what little was 
offered to the poor. Perhaps the finest novelization of this issue can be found in AJ Cronin’s magnif-
icent work The Citadel, first published in 1937, which demonstrates the temptations facing a young 
physician in caring for the rich, while desiring to provide treatment to all those who need it, regardless 
of status. Cronin, himself a physician, was very likely familiar with the Sherlock Holmes stories 
(who wasn’t?) and perhaps the lines above reverberated in his subconscious.  

But it must be recalled that the Holmes stories were themselves written by a physician. Arthur 
Conan Doyle had a broad experience of medical life before he devoted himself to full-time writing. 
He served on a whaler, saw poor patients in the clinics and demonstrations at his medical school, 
and practiced in less than affluent areas. His brief experience as a London eye physician was notably 
unsuccessful and he never achieved the success associated with a Harley Street practice. While we 
can endlessly speculate as to what ailed the landlady, the diagnosis is not the significant point here. 
What matters is that she was in an area with limited physician availability and had to suffer through 
the night until aid could arrive. Is there any question that Lord Holdernesse would have been able to 
summon a physician at any time of day or night and that the doctor would arrive as quickly as a hansom 
could carry him? One could argue that Conan Doyle subtly uses the Canon to highlight the inequality 
inherent to health care in his day. This story shows what happens to a landlady of a country inn.  

In “The Missing Three-Quarter,” a noted physician, Dr. Leslie Armstrong, takes a close and direct 
personal involvement in the case. In “The Blanched Soldier,” Holmes, a man of influence and fame, 
can arrange for England’s leading dermatologist, Sir James Saunders, to travel with him to verify a 
diagnosis. The accuracy of the humble local physician’s diagnosis stands in stark contrast to what a 
renowned expert brings to the case. Would Emsworth have spent his life in isolation had not Holmes 
had access to such an elevated level of experience and expertise? And when Holmes himself needs 
medical care in “The Illustrious Client,” he turns to Sir Leslie Oakshott, who apparently even makes 
house calls to Baker Street! Conan Doyle never explicitly points out the gap between rich and poor, 
obscure and famous, powerless and powerful, when it comes to access to the medical profession. He 
spaces his examples throughout the Canon. Nevertheless, if one regards the Canon as an organic 
whole (as it should be regarded), then there really is a gestalt here. Conan Doyle’s sensitivity and 
sensibility about medicine, with all of its socioeconomic implications, shows, yet again, the many 
facets of this remarkable physician-author.  
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one or other of them seems to have continually had an eye upon the road. 
They declare that no one passed. If their evidence is good, then we are for-
tunate enough to be able to block the west, and also to be able to say that 
the fugitives did not use the road at all.” 

“But the bicycle?” I objected. 
“Quite so. We will come to the bicycle presently.84 To continue our rea-

soning: if these people did not go by the road, they must have traversed the 
country to the north of the house or to the south of the house. That is certain. 
Let us weigh the one against the other. On the south of the house is, as you 
perceive, a large district of arable land, cut up into small fields, with stone 
walls between them. There, I admit that a bicycle is impossible. We can 
dismiss the idea. We turn to the country on the north. Here there lies a 
grove of trees, marked as the ‘Ragged Shaw,’85 and on the farther side 
stretches a great rolling moor, Lower Gill86 Moor, extending for ten miles 
and sloping gradually upward.87 Here, at one side of this wilderness, is 
Holdernesse Hall, ten miles88 by road, but only six across the moor. It is a 
peculiarly desolate plain. A few moor farmers have small holdings, where 
they rear sheep and cattle.89 Except these, the plover and the curlew are the 
only inhabitants until you come to the Chesterfield high road. There is a 
church there, you see, a few cottages, and an inn. Beyond that the hills be-
come precipitous. Surely it is here to the north that our quest must lie.” 

“But the bicycle?” I persisted. 
“Well, well!” said Holmes, impatiently. “A good cyclist does not need a 

high road. The moor is intersected with paths, and the moon was at the full.90 
Halloa! what is this?” 

There was an agitated knock at the door, and an instant afterwards Dr. 
Huxtable was in the room. In his hand he held a blue cricket-cap with a 
white chevron on the peak.91 

“At last we have a clue!” he cried. “Thank heaven! at last we are on the 
dear boy’s track! It is his cap.”92 

“Where was it found?” 
“In the van of the gipsies who camped on the moor. They left on Tuesday. 

                                                                                                         
84 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 126, n. 39; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 946, n. 23. 
85 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 129, n. 51.  
86 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 126, n. 40. 
87 OSH: Return, p. 363; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 126, n. 41; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 946, n. 24. 
88 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 126, n. 42; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 946, n. 25. 
89 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 126, n. 43; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 946, n. 26. 
90 WBG, vol. 2, p. 616, n. 11. 
91 OSH: Return, p. 360. 
92 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 127, n. 44. 
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To-day the police traced them down and examined their caravan. This was 
found.” 

“How do they account for it?” 
“They shuffled and lied — said that they found it on the moor on Tues-

day morning. They know where he is, the rascals! Thank goodness, they are 
all safe under lock and key. Either the fear of the law or the Duke’s purse 
will certainly get out of them all that they know.” 

“So far, so good,” said Holmes, when the doctor had at last left the 
room. “It at least bears out the theory that it is on the side of the Lower Gill 
Moor that we must hope for results. The police have really done nothing 
locally, save the arrest of these gipsies. Look here, Watson! There is a water-
course across the moor. You see it marked here in the map. In some parts it 
widens into a morass. This is particularly so in the region between Holder-
nesse Hall and the school. It is vain to look elsewhere for tracks in this dry 
weather,93 but at that point there is certainly a chance of some record being 
left. I will call you early to-morrow morning, and you and I will try if we can 
throw some little light upon the mystery.” 

The day was just breaking when I woke to find the long, thin form of 
Holmes by my bedside. He was fully dressed, and had apparently already 
been out. 

“I have done the lawn and the bicycle shed,” said he. “I have also had a 
rumble through the Ragged Shaw. Now, Watson, there is cocoa94 ready in 
the next room. I must beg you to hurry, for we have a great day before us.” 

                                                                                                         
93 WBG, vol. 2, p. 616, n. 10. 
94 MICHELE LOPEZ: In the late 19th century, drinking cocoa was a widespread habit in Britain. The 
popular belief credited Sir Hans Sloane for the introduction of the recipe that mixed cacao, milk, 
and sugar. This is an important connection for Sherlockians, because the great physician, collector, 
and naturalist, founder of the British Museum, is cited in “The Three Garridebs” (“I shall be the 
Hans Sloane of my age.”) Sloane was certainly the first to bring a sample of the cacao plant to England 
(from Jamaica, in 1689) and to describe its medicinal properties. But he was probably not the first to 
have the idea of the milk-cacao recipe (see Wendy Moore, “Hans Sloane’s bitter taste of success,” 
British Medical Journal 340, no. 7760 (June 2010): 1366.) The idea probably originated from Sloane’s 
description of the unpleasant taste of chocolate prepared in the Spanish fashion (“I found it in great 
quantity, nauseous, and hard of digestion, which I suppose came from its great oiliness.” Hans Sloane, 
A Voyage to the Islands Madera, Barbados, Nieves, S. Christophers and Jamaica, Vol. 1. London: Printed 
by B.M. for the author (1707)). After Sloane’s death in 1753, cocoa and milk chocolate were mar-
keted with the commercial slogan “Sir Hans Sloane’s Original Recipe” as early as 1777 by Nicholas 
Sanders of 8 Greek Street, Soho, London, and his successors, Sanders and White and then William 
White and Son (“Trade card of Edward &amp; John White, chocolate and cocoa dealers,” The 
British Museum website, https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_Heal 38-39.) By 
1825, the Cadbury Brothers company marketed its milk chocolate bar with a similar slogan. In 
Holmes’s and Watson’s day, this was one of the most widespread brands of chocolate and cocoa and 
it is possible that the nourishing drink that the detective had prepared for his friend was still, at least 
by name,,made with the great naturalist’s “original recipe”. 
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His eyes shone, and his cheek was flushed with the exhilaration of the 
master workman who sees his work lie ready before him.95 A very different 
Holmes, this active, alert man, from the introspective and pallid dreamer of 
Baker Street. I felt, as I looked upon that supple figure, alive with nervous 
energy, that it was indeed a strenuous day that awaited us. 

And yet it opened in the blackest disappointment. With high hopes we 
struck across the peaty,96 russet moor, intersected with a thousand sheep 
paths, until we came to the broad, light-green belt which marked the morass 
between us and Holdernesse. Certainly, if the lad had gone homeward, he 
must have passed this, and he could not pass it without leaving his traces. 
But no sign of him or the German could be seen. With a darkening face my 
friend strode along the margin, eagerly observant of every muddy stain upon 
the mossy surface. Sheep-marks there were in profusion, and at one place, 
some miles down, cows had left their tracks. Nothing more.97 

“Check number one,” said Holmes, looking gloomily over the rolling ex-
panse of the moor. “There is another morass down yonder, and a narrow 
neck between. Halloa! halloa! halloa! what have we here?” 

We had come on a small black ribbon of pathway. In the middle of it, 
clearly marked on the sodden soil, was the track of a bicycle. 

“Hurrah!” I cried. “We have it.” 
But Holmes was shaking his head, and his face was puzzled and ex-

pectant rather than joyous. 
“A bicycle, certainly, but not the bicycle,” said he. “I am familiar with 

forty-two different impressions left by tires.98 This, as you perceive, is a 
Dunlop,99 with a patch upon the outer cover.100 Heidegger’s tires were 
Palmer’s, leaving longitudinal stripes.101 Aveling,102 the mathematical mas-
ter, was sure upon the point. Therefore, it is not Heidegger’s track.” 

“The boy’s, then?” 
“Possibly, if we could prove a bicycle to have been in his possession. But 

this we have utterly failed to do. This track, as you perceive, was made by a 
rider who was going from the direction of the school.” 

“Or towards it?” 

                                                                                                         
95 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 127, n. 45; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 947, n. 27. 
96 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 127, n. 46. 
97 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 128, n. 47; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 948, n. 28. 
98 LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 948, n. 29. 
99 WBG, vol. 2, p. 617, n. 13; OSH: Return, pp. 357, 363; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 128, n. 48; LSK, 2 
New Ann. p. 948, n. 30. 
100 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 113, n. 49. 
101 LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 948, n. 31; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 950, n. 33. 
102 OSH: Return, pp. 363-34. 
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“No, no, my dear Watson. The more deeply sunk impression is, of 
course, the hind wheel, upon which the weight rests. You perceive several 
places where it has passed across and obliterated the more shallow mark of 
the front one. It was undoubtedly heading away from the school.103 It may 
or may not be connected with our inquiry, but we will follow it backwards 
before we go any farther.” 

We did so, and at the end of a few hundred yards lost the tracks as we 
emerged from the boggy portion of the moor. Following the path back-
wards, we picked out another spot, where a spring trickled across it. Here, 
once again, was the mark of the bicycle, though nearly obliterated by the 
hoofs of cows. After that there was no sign, but the path ran right on into 
Ragged Shaw, the wood which backed on to the school. From this wood the 
cycle must have emerged. Holmes sat down on a boulder and rested his chin 
in his hands. I had smoked two cigarettes before he moved.104 

“Well, well,” said he, at last. “It is, of course, possible that a cunning man 
might change the tires of his bicycle in order to leave unfamiliar tracks. A 
criminal who was capable of such a thought is a man whom I should be 
proud to do business with. We will leave this question undecided and hark 
back to our morass again, for we have left a good deal unexplored.” 

We continued our systematic survey of the edge of the sodden portion of 
the moor, and soon our perseverance was gloriously rewarded. Right across 
the lower part of the bog lay a miry path. Holmes gave a cry of delight as he 
approached it. An impression like a fine bundle of telegraph wires ran down 
the center of it. It was the Palmer tires. 

“Here is Herr Heidegger, sure enough!” cried Holmes, exultantly. “My 
reasoning seems to have been pretty sound, Watson.” 

“I congratulate you.” 
“But we have a long way still to go. Kindly walk clear of the path. Now 

let us follow the trail. I fear that it will not lead very far.” 
We found, however, as we advanced that this portion of the moor is in-

tersected with soft patches, and, though we frequently lost sight of the track, 
we always succeeded in picking it up once more. 

“Do you observe,” said Holmes, “that the rider is now undoubtedly forc-
ing the pace? There can be no doubt of it. Look at this impression, where 
you get both tires clear. The one is as deep as the other. That can only mean 
that the rider is throwing his weight on to the handle-bar, as a man does 
when he is sprinting. By Jove! he has had a fall.” 

                                                                                                         
103 WBG, vol. 2, p. 617, n. 14; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 128, n. 50; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 949, n. 32. 
104 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 129, n. 52. 
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There was a broad, irregular smudge covering some yards of the track. 
Then there were a few footmarks, and the tire reappeared once more. 

“A side-slip,” I suggested. 
Holmes held up a crumpled branch of flowering gorse. To my horror I 

perceived that the yellow blossoms were all dabbled with crimson. On the 
path, too, and among the heather were dark stains of clotted blood. 

“Bad!” said Holmes. “Bad! Stand clear, Watson! Not an unnecessary 
footstep! What do I read here? He fell wounded — he stood up — he re-
mounted — he proceeded. But there is no other track. Cattle on this side 
path. He was surely not gored by a bull? Impossible! But I see no traces of 
anyone else. We must push on, Watson. Surely, with stains as well as the 
track to guide us, he cannot escape us now.” 

Our search was not a very long one. The tracks of the tire began to curve 
fantastically upon the wet and shining path. Suddenly, as I looked ahead, 
the gleam of metal caught my eye from amid the thick gorse-bushes. Out of 
them we dragged a bicycle, Palmer-tired, one pedal bent, and the whole 
front of it horribly smeared and slobbered with blood. On the other side of 
the bushes a shoe was projecting. We ran round, and there lay the unfortu-
nate rider. He was a tall man, full-bearded, with spectacles, one glass of 
which had been knocked out. The cause of his death was a frightful blow 
upon the head, which had crushed in part of his skull.105 That he could have 
                                                                                                         
105 CARLINA DE LA COVA: A single blow to the head can result in death. The seriousness of the 
injury is dependent upon a number of factors, including whether or not the brain is shaken, bruised, 
fractured, or a hematoma, which is a collection or pooling of blood outside of the larger blood vessels, 
occurs. Perhaps the most memorable example of this in recent history was the death of actor Liam 
Neeson’s wife, Natasha Richardson, who is forever linked to the Canon via her portrayal of Violet 
Hunter in the Granada Series. Initially her injury, resulting from a fall on a ski slope in Quebec, 
seemed minor; Richardson felt fine, was ambulatory, and cognizant. Over an hour later, she was still 
conscious but had a headache and possible signs of a traumatic brain injury (TBI). Two days later she 
died. The cause of death was an epidural hematoma, or bleeding between the tough outer protective 
covering of the skull (the dura mater) and the skull. Today, head injuries remain a leading cause of 
injury and death in adults. They range from minor to severe and if left untreated can be lethal. Any 
trauma to the head, such as a bump, blow, or a forceful shake can result in a TBI. These injuries can be 
fatal if there is an increase in intracranial pressure, displacement of cerebral spinal fluid, interference 
or damage to brain blood flow, changes in arterial pressure, or a contusion or hematoma develops. In 
the case of the unfortunate German Master, Heidegger, a blow upon the head that crushed part of 
his skull could have resulted in death. Head trauma with fracture increases the risk of contusion and 
hemorrhaging in the cranial cavity. The chances of fatality are increased if the individual suffers a blow 
that results in multiple fractures (communited). If Heidegger’s skull was truly crushed, as described, 
then it would have been a blunt force injury that not only fractured his skull in more than one place, 
but possibly jarred his brain, causing either, or both, a contusion and a more serious hematoma, 
which resulted in death. Edges of his fractured skull may have also been pushed into his cranial 
cavity, damaging his blood vessels, nerves, and/or brain. If the injury occurred at the back, near the 
base of the skull, it would have been far more lethal. Heidegger may have been able to continue 
briefly after the injury and would have likely been disorientated. As he continued to bleed internally, 
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gone on after receiving such an injury said much for the vitality and courage 
of the man. He wore shoes, but no socks, and his open coat disclosed a 
nightshirt beneath it. It was undoubtedly the German master. 

Holmes turned the body over reverently, and examined it with great at-
tention. He then sat in deep thought for a time, and I could see by his ruf-
fled brow that this grim discovery had not, in his opinion, advanced us much 
in our inquiry. 

“It is a little difficult to know what to do, Watson,” said he, at last. “My 
own inclinations are to push this inquiry on, for we have already lost so 
much time that we cannot afford to waste another hour. On the other hand, 
we are bound to inform the police of the discovery, and to see that this poor 
fellow’s body is looked after.” 

“I could take a note back.” 
“But I need your company and assistance. Wait a bit! There is a fellow 

cutting peat up yonder. Bring him over here, and he will guide the police.” 
I brought the peasant across, and Holmes dispatched the frightened man 

with a note to Dr. Huxtable. 
“Now, Watson,” said he, “we have picked up two clues this morning. 

One is the bicycle with the Palmer tire, and we see what that has led to. The 
other is the bicycle with the patched Dunlop. Before we start to investigate 
that, let us try to realize what we do know, so as to make the most of it, and 
to separate the essential from the accidental.” 

“First of all, I wish to impress upon you that the boy certainly left of his 
own free-will. He got down from his window and he went off, either alone 
or with someone.106 That is sure.” 

I assented. 
“Well, now, let us turn to this unfortunate German master. The boy was 

fully dressed when he fled. Therefore, he foresaw what he would do. But the 
German went without his socks. He certainly acted on very short notice.” 

“Undoubtedly.” 
“Why did he go? Because, from his bedroom window, he saw the flight 

of the boy, because he wished to overtake him and bring him back. He 
seized his bicycle, pursued the lad, and in pursuing him met his death.” 

“So it would seem.” 
“Now I come to the critical part of my argument. The natural action of a 

man in pursuing a little boy would be to run after him. He would know that 
                                                                                                         
secondary cell death from the damage to his brain, nerve cells, and blood vessels, as well as the increase 
in cranial and arterial pressure caused by internal bleeding would have resulted in unconsciousness 
and eventually death. 
106 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 131, n. 53; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 952, n. 34. 
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he could overtake him. But the German does not do so. He turns to his bi-
cycle. I am told that he was an excellent cyclist. He would not do this, if he 
did not see that the boy had some swift means of escape.” 

“The other bicycle.” 
“Let us continue our reconstruction. He meets his death five miles from 

the school — not by a bullet, mark you, which even a lad might conceivably 
discharge, but by a savage blow dealt by a vigorous arm. The lad, then, had a 
companion in his flight. And the flight was a swift one, since it took five 
miles before an expert cyclist could overtake them. Yet we survey the ground 
round the scene of the tragedy. What do we find? A few cattle-tracks, noth-
ing more. I took a wide sweep round, and there is no path within fifty yards. 
Another cyclist could have had nothing to do with the actual murder, nor 
were there any human foot-marks.” 

“Holmes,” I cried, “this is impossible.” 
“Admirable!” he said. “A most illuminating remark. It is impossible as I 

state it, and therefore I must in some respect have stated it wrong. Yet you 
saw for yourself. Can you suggest any fallacy?” 

“He could not have fractured his skull in a fall?” 
“In a morass, Watson?” 
“I am at my wits’ end.” 
“Tut, tut, we have solved some worse problems. At least we have plenty 

of material, if we can only use it. Come, then, and, having exhausted the 
Palmer, let us see what the Dunlop with the patched cover has to offer us.” 

We picked up the track and followed it onward for some distance, but 
soon the moor rose into a long, heather-tufted curve, and we left the water-
course behind us. No further help from tracks could be hoped for. At the 
spot where we saw the last of the Dunlop tire it might equally have led to 
Holdernesse Hall, the stately towers of which rose some miles to our left, or 
to a low, grey village which lay in front of us and marked the position of the 
Chesterfield high road. 

As we approached the forbidding and squalid inn,107 with the sign of a 
game-cock above the door,108 Holmes gave a sudden groan, and clutched me 
by the shoulder to save himself from falling. He had had one of those violent 
strains of the ankle which leave a man helpless. With difficulty he limped up 
to the door, where a squat, dark, elderly man was smoking a black clay pipe. 

“How are you, Mr. Reuben Hayes?”109 said Holmes. 
 

                                                                                                         
107 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 132, n. 54. 
108 OSH: Return, p. 364. 
109 OSH: Return, p. 360. 
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“Who are you, and how do you get my name so pat?” the countryman 
answered, with a suspicious flash of a pair of cunning eyes. 

“Well, it’s printed on the board above your head. It’s easy to see a man who 
is master of his own house. I suppose you haven’t such a thing as a carriage 
in your stables?” 

“No, I have not.” 
“I can hardly put my foot to the ground.” 
“Don’t put it to the ground.” 
“But I can’t walk.” 
“Well, then hop.” 
Mr. Reuben Hayes’s manner was far from gracious, but Holmes took it 

with admirable good-humor. 
“Look here, my man,” said he. “This is really rather an awkward fix for 

me. I don’t mind how I get on.” 
“Neither do I,” said the morose landlord. 
“The matter is very important. I would offer you a sovereign for the use 

of a bicycle.” 
The landlord pricked up his ears. 
“Where do you want to go?” 
“To Holdernesse Hall.” 
“Pals of the Dook, I suppose?” said the landlord, surveying our mud-

stained garments with ironical eyes. 
Holmes laughed good-naturedly. 
“He’ll be glad to see us, anyhow.” 
“Why?” 
“Because we bring him news of his lost son.” 
The landlord gave a very visible start. 
“What, you’re on his track?” 
“He has been heard of in Liverpool.110 They expect to get him every 

hour.” 
Again a swift change passed over the heavy, unshaven face. His manner 

was suddenly genial. 
“I’ve less reason to wish the Dook well than most men,” said he, “for I 

was head coachman once, and cruel bad he treated me. It was him that 
sacked me without a character on the word of a lying corn-chandler.111 But 
I’m glad to hear that the young lord was heard of in Liverpool, and I’ll help 
you to take the news to the Hall.” 

                                                                                                         
110 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 13, n. 55; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 956, n. 35. 
111 OSH: Return, p. 364; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 133, n. 56. 
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“Thank you,” said Holmes. “We’ll have some food first. Then you can 
bring round the bicycle.” 

“I haven’t got a bicycle.” 
Holmes held up a sovereign. 
“I tell you, man, that I haven’t got one. I’ll let you have two horses as far 

as the Hall.” 
“Well, well,” said Holmes, “we’ll talk about it when we’ve had something 

to eat.” 
When we were left alone in the stone-flagged kitchen, it was astonishing 

how rapidly that sprained ankle recovered. It was nearly nightfall, and we 
had eaten nothing since early morning, so that we spent some time over our 
meal. Holmes was lost in thought, and once or twice he walked over to the 
window and stared earnestly out. It opened on to a squalid courtyard. In the 
far corner was a smithy, where a grimy lad was at work. On the other side 
were the stables. Holmes had sat down again after one of these excursions, 
when he suddenly sprang out of his chair with a loud exclamation. 

“By heaven, Watson, I believe that I’ve got it!” he cried. “Yes, yes, it must 
be so. Watson, do you remember seeing any cow-tracks to-day?” 

“Yes, several.” 
“Where?” 
“Well, everywhere. They were at the morass, and again on the path, and 

again near where poor Heidegger met his death.” 
“Exactly. Well, now, Watson, how many cows did you see on the moor?” 
“I don’t remember seeing any.” 
“Strange, Watson, that we should see tracks all along our line, but never 

a cow on the whole moor. Very strange, Watson, eh?” 
“Yes, it is strange.” 
“Now, Watson, make an effort, throw your mind back. Can you see 

those tracks upon the path?” 
“Yes, I can.” 
“Can you recall that the tracks were sometimes like that, Watson,” — he 

arranged a number of breadcrumbs in this fashion — : : : : : — “and some-
times like this” — : . : . : . : . — “and occasionally like this” — .・.・.・. 112 
“Can you remember that?”113 

“No, I cannot.” 
“But I can. I could swear to it. However, we will go back at our leisure 

and verify it. What a blind beetle I have been, not to draw my conclusion.” 

                                                                                                         
112 OSH: Return, p. 364. 
113 WBG, vol. 2, p. 621, n. 15; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 134, n. 57. 
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“And what is your conclusion?” 
“Only that it is a remarkable cow which walks, canters, and gallops.114 By 

George! Watson, it was no brain of a country publican that thought out such 
a blind as that. The coast seems to be clear, save for that lad in the smithy. 
Let us slip out and see what we can see.” 

There were two rough-haired, unkempt horses in the tumble-down sta-
ble. Holmes raised the hind leg of one of them and laughed aloud. 

“Old shoes, but newly shod — old shoes, but new nails. This case de-
serves to be a classic. Let us go across to the smithy.” 

The lad continued his work without regarding us. I saw Holmes’s eye 
darting to right and left among the litter of iron and wood which was scat-
tered about the floor. Suddenly, however, we heard a step behind us, and 
there was the landlord, his heavy eyebrows drawn over his savage eyes, his 
swarthy features convulsed with passion. He held a short, metal-headed 
stick in his hand, and he advanced in so menacing a fashion that I was right 
glad to feel the revolver in my pocket. 

“You infernal spies!” the man cried. “What are you doing there?” 
“Why, Mr. Reuben Hayes,” said Holmes, coolly, “one might think that 

you were afraid of our finding something out.” 
The man mastered himself with a violent effort, and his grim mouth 

loosened into a false laugh, which was more menacing than his frown. 
“You’re welcome to all you can find out in my smithy,” said he. “But look 

here, mister, I don’t care for folk poking about my place without my leave, so 
the sooner you pay your score and get out of this the better I shall be pleased.” 

“All right, Mr. Hayes, no harm meant,” said Holmes. “We have been 
having a look at your horses, but I think I’ll walk, after all. It’s not far, I  
believe.” 

“Not more than two miles to the Hall gates. That’s the road to the left.” 
He watched us with sullen eyes until we had left his premises. 

We did not go very far along the road, for Holmes stopped the instant 
that the curve hid us from the landlord’s view. 

“We were warm, as the children say, at that inn,” said he. “I seem to grow 
colder every step that I take away from it. No, no, I can’t possibly leave it.” 

“I am convinced,” said I, “that this Reuben Hayes knows all about it. A 
more self-evident villain I never saw.” 

“Oh! he impressed you in that way, did he? There are the horses, there is 
the smithy. Yes, it is an interesting place, this Fighting Cock. I think we 
shall have another look at it in an unobtrusive way.” 

                                                                                                         
114 LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 957, n. 36. 
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A long, sloping hillside, dotted with grey limestone boulders, stretched 
behind us.115 We had turned off the road, and were making our way up the 
hill, when, looking in the direction of Holdernesse Hall, I saw a cyclist com-
ing swiftly along. 

“Get down, Watson!” cried Holmes, with a heavy hand upon my shoul-
der. We had hardly sunk from view when the man flew past us on the road. 
Amid a rolling cloud of dust, I caught a glimpse of a pale, agitated face — a 
face with horror in every lineament, the mouth open, the eyes staring wildly 
in front. It was like some strange caricature of the dapper James Wilder 
whom we had seen the night before. 

“The Duke’s secretary!” cried Holmes. “Come, Watson, let us see what 
he does.” 

We scrambled from rock to rock, until in a few moments we had made our 
way to a point from which we could see the front door of the inn. Wilder’s 
bicycle was leaning against the wall beside it. No one was moving about the 
house, nor could we catch a glimpse of any faces at the windows. Slowly the 
twilight crept down as the sun sank behind the high towers of Holdernesse 
Hall. Then, in the gloom, we saw the two side-lamps of a trap light up in 
the stable-yard of the inn, and shortly afterwards heard the rattle of hoofs, as 
it wheeled out into the road and tore off at a furious pace in the direction of 
Chesterfield. 

“What do you make of that, Watson?” Holmes whispered. 
“It looks like a flight.” 
“A single man in a dog-cart, so far as I could see.116 Well, it certainly was 

not Mr. James Wilder, for there he is at the door.” 
A red square of light had sprung out of the darkness. In the middle of it 

was the black figure of the secretary, his head advanced, peering out into the 
night. It was evident that he was expecting someone. Then at last there were 
steps in the road, a second figure was visible for an instant against the light, 
the door shut, and all was black once more. Five minutes later a lamp was lit 
in a room upon the first floor. 

“It seems to be a curious class of custom that is done by the Fighting 
Cock,” said Holmes. 
                                                                                                         
115 PETER E. BLAU: It would be nice indeed if those grey limestone boulders could help locate just 
where one might find Holdernesse Hall, but (alas) that’s not the case. The most common limestone 
in the area is a magnesium limestone of Permian age that’s sandy in color. Huge amounts of the 
limestone were quarried at Aston and used to rebuild the Palace of Westminster after it was de-
stroyed in a great fire in 1834; it began to decay almost immediately, and has been called “the worst 
stone ever used in the Metropolis.” The grey limestone boulders almost certainly were of younger 
Jurassic age, carried southward by glaciers, and not specific to any site in the area.  
116 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 135, n. 58; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 960, n. 37. 
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“The bar is on the other side.” 
“Quite so. These are what one may call the private guests. Now, what in 

the world is Mr. James Wilder doing in that den at this hour of night, and 
who is the companion who comes to meet him there? Come, Watson, we 
must really take a risk and try to investigate this a little more closely.” 

Together we stole down to the road and crept across to the door of the 
inn. The bicycle still leaned against the wall. Holmes struck a match and 
held it to the back wheel,117 and I heard him chuckle as the light fell upon a 
patched Dunlop tire. Up above us was the lighted window. 

“I must have a peep through that, Watson. If you bend your back and 
support yourself upon the wall, I think that I can manage.” 

An instant later, his feet were on my shoulders, but he was hardly up be-
fore he was down again. 

“Come, my friend,” said he, “our day’s work has been quite long enough. 
I think that we have gathered all that we can. It’s a long walk to the school, 
and the sooner we get started the better.” 

He hardly opened his lips during that weary trudge across the moor, nor 
would he enter the school when he reached it, but went on to Mackleton 
Station, whence he could send some telegrams. Late at night I heard him 
consoling Dr. Huxtable, prostrated by the tragedy of his master’s death, and 
later still he entered my room as alert and vigorous as he had been when he 
started in the morning. “All goes well, my friend,” said he. “I promise that 
before to-morrow evening we shall have reached the solution of the mystery.” 

At eleven o’clock next morning my friend and I were walking up the famous 
yew avenue of Holdernesse Hall. We were ushered through the magnificent 
Elizabethan doorway and into his Grace’s study.118 There we found Mr. James 

                                                                                                         
117 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 137, n. 59; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 961, n. 38. 
118 SUSAN VIZOSKIE: Watson’s statement, “We were ushered through the magnificent Elizabethan 
doorway and into his Grace’s study,” is very suggestive of at least three doorways within Hardwick 
Hall. Located in Derbyshire, Hardwick was built by Elizabeth, Countess of Shrewsbury, between 
1590 and 1597, toward the end of the Elizabethan era. (Elizabeth I reigned from 1558 to 1603.) 
The entrance to the Countess of Shrewsbury’s private suite of rooms is through one of these door-
ways. Made for a single door and surrounded by a simple, fluted, rectangular frame, the doorway is 
made more imposing by additional horizontal layers above the door frame which increase its height 
and width and extend forward over the doorway. Another thinner layering further increases the 
height, width, and projection over the doorway, visually transforming the doorway into a pedestal 
supporting a massive decorative work in plaster. The plasterwork is stunning. On top of the pedestal 
doorway and extending slightly beyond its width rests a modified trefoil done in bas relief, its upper 
lobe wider than its lower two. Centered between the two lower lobes is a teardrop of similar height 
braced by two curling scrolls which echo the curves of the trefoil and the teardrop. Within the tear-
drop is a larger-than-life-size plaster bust of a helmeted soldier who slightly projects from the frame 
and looms solemnly over all who enter. Above the soldier’s head, the artist has replaced the tip of the 
teardrop with a flaming grenade. Magnificent indeed and eminently suitable for his Grace’s study. 
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Wilder, demure and courtly, but with some trace of that wild terror of the 
night before still lurking in his furtive eyes and in his twitching features. 

“You have come to see his Grace? I am sorry, but the fact is that the 
Duke is far from well. He has been very much upset by the tragic news. We 
received a telegram from Dr. Huxtable yesterday afternoon, which told us of 
your discovery.” 

“I must see the Duke, Mr. Wilder.” 
“But he is in his room.” 
“Then I must go to his room.” 
“I believe he is in his bed.” 
“I will see him there.” 
Holmes’s cold and inexorable manner showed the secretary that it was 

useless to argue with him. 
“Very good, Mr. Holmes, I will tell him that you are here.” 
After an hour’s delay, the great nobleman appeared. His face was more 

cadaverous than ever, his shoulders had rounded, and he seemed to me to be 
an altogether older man than he had been the morning before. He greeted 
us with a stately courtesy and seated himself at his desk, his red beard 
streaming down on the table. 

“Well, Mr. Holmes?” said he. 
But my friend’s eyes were fixed upon the secretary, who stood by his 

master’s chair. 
“I think, your Grace, that I could speak more freely in Mr. Wilder’s absence.” 
The man turned a shade paler and cast a malignant glance at Holmes. 
“If your Grace wishes — “ 
“Yes, yes, you had better go. Now, Mr. Holmes, what have you to say?” 
My friend waited until the door had closed behind the retreating secretary. 
“The fact is, your Grace,” said he, “that my colleague, Dr. Watson, and 

myself had an assurance from Dr. Huxtable that a reward had been offered 
in this case. I should like to have this confirmed from your own lips.” 

“Certainly, Mr. Holmes.” 
“It amounted, if I am correctly informed, to five thousand pounds to any-

one who will tell you where your son is?” 
“Exactly.” 
“And another thousand to the man who will name the person or persons 

who keep him in custody?” 
“Exactly.” 
“Under the latter heading is included, no doubt, not only those who may 

have taken him away, but also those who conspire to keep him in his present 
position?” 
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“Yes, yes,” cried the Duke, impatiently. “If you do your work well, Mr. 
Sherlock Holmes, you will have no reason to complain of niggardly treatment.” 

My friend rubbed his thin hands together with an appearance of avidity 
which was a surprise to me, who knew his frugal tastes. 

“I fancy that I see your Grace’s check-book upon the table,” said he. “I 
should be glad if you would make me out a check for six thousand pounds. It 
would be as well, perhaps, for you to cross it.119 The Capital and Counties 
Bank,120 Oxford Street branch are my agents.” 

His Grace sat very stern and upright in his chair and looked stonily at my 
friend. 

“Is this a joke, Mr. Holmes? It is hardly a subject for pleasantry.” 
“Not at all, your Grace. I was never more earnest in my life.” 
“What do you mean, then?” 
“I mean that I have earned the reward. I know where your son is, and I 

know some, at least, of those who are holding him.” 
The Duke’s beard had turned more aggressively red than ever against his 

ghastly white face. 
“Where is he?” he gasped. 
“He is, or was last night, at the Fighting Cock Inn, about two miles from 

your park gate.” 
                                                                                                         
119 WBG, vol. 2, p. 625, n. 16; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 137, n. 60; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 964, n.39. 
GREG RUBY: Crossed checks are predominantly used in countries across Europe and Asia, as well as 
Mexico and Australia, and provides specific instructions to a financial institution regarding how the 
funds can be handled. A check becomes crossed when two parallel lines are drawn, either through 
the top left-hand corner of the check or horizontally across the whole check. This double-line notation 
signifies that the check may only be deposited directly into a bank account. Once a check is crossed, 
it is impossible for the payee to uncross it. Furthermore, such crossed checks are considered non-
transferable, meaning they cannot be signed over to a third party. Should a receiving bank fail to 
comply with the crossing, this can be deemed a breach of contract between the institution and customer 
who wrote the check. 
120 WBG, vol. 2, p. 625, n. 17; OSH: Return, p. 364; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 137, n. 61; LSK, 2 New 
Ann. p. 964, n. 40. GREG RUBY: In 1877, two joint-stock banks, the Hampshire Banking Company 
and the North Wilts Banking Company merged. Within the year, the directors renamed the newly 
merged company as the Capital & Counties Bank (CCB) as they dumped the names of the two 
combined companies. Through mergers and consolidations, CCB could trace its operations back to 
1792. Headquartered in Southampton, with 56 branches in the southern parts of the United King-
dom, it would relocate its headquarters to Threadneedle Street after it gained entry into the London 
Bankers Clearing House in the 1880s. By the 1890s, CCB had a network of branches throughout 
the country and would have 473 branches in 1918, when it allowed itself to be taken over by Lloyd’s 
Bank, a merger that was not fully completed until 1934. It appears that Holmes was not the only 
individual in the Canon to have dealings with CCB. In “The Man with the Twisted Lip,” it is likely 
that Neville St. Clair did his banking at CCB’s Threadneedle Street branch, being the closest to the 
Bar of Gold and still being able to catch the 5.14 train at Cannon Street. The deceased Cadogan 
West, in “The Bruce-Partington Plans,” was carrying his checkbook from CCB’s Woolwich Branch. 
We also note that a literary agent for a certain doctor also kept his accounts at CCB. 
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The Duke fell back in his chair. 
“And whom do you accuse?” 
Sherlock Holmes’s answer was an astounding one. He stepped swiftly 

forward and touched the Duke upon the shoulder. 
“I accuse you,” said he. “And now, your Grace, I’ll trouble you for that 

check.” 
Never shall I forget the Duke’s appearance as he sprang up and clawed 

with his hands, like one who is sinking into an abyss. Then, with an extraor-
dinary effort of aristocratic self-command, he sat down and sank his face in 
his hands. It was some minutes before he spoke. 

“How much do you know?” he asked at last, without raising his head. 
“I saw you together last night.” 
“Does anyone else beside your friend know?” 
“I have spoken to no one.” 
The Duke took a pen in his quivering fingers and opened his check-book. 
“I shall be as good as my word, Mr. Holmes. I am about to write your 

check,121 however unwelcome the information which you have gained may be 
to me. When the offer was first made, I little thought the turn which events 
might take. But you and your friend are men of discretion, Mr. Holmes?” 

“I hardly understand your Grace.” 
“I must put it plainly, Mr. Holmes. If only you two know of this inci-

dent, there is no reason why it should go any farther. I think twelve thou-
sand pounds is the sum that I owe you, is it not?” 

But Holmes smiled and shook his head. 
“I fear, your Grace, that matters can hardly be arranged so easily. There 

is the death of this schoolmaster to be accounted for.” 
“But James knew nothing of that. You cannot hold him responsible for that. 

It was the work of this brutal ruffian whom he had the misfortune to employ.” 

                                                                                                         
121 ANDREW SOLBERG: Was the check for £6,000 or £12,000? Some think the former, and others, 
the latter. T.S. Blakeney observed in Sherlock Holmes: Fact or Fiction (1932) that the Duke was “pre-
sumably intending to give the promised reward of £6,000 to Watson, as well, unless, indeed, he was 
hoping to purchase Holmes’s silence by doubling the amount due him.” In A Sherlock Holmes Com-
mentary (1972), D. Martin Dakin wrote “It seems more likely that he was trying to bribe Holmes 
into silence by doubling the reward, than that he was offering it to Watson as well; and Holmes’s 
reply showed how unresponsive he was to this sort of temptation.” Samuel Feinberg wrote in the BSJ 
(September 1974) that Holmes received the £12,000. Howard Brody (BSJ, March 1978) argued that 
it was, indeed, an attempt at bribery, and that Holmes did not accept more than £6,000. I initially 
thought that the Duke had attempted to buy both Holmes and Watson’s silence by offering £12,000 
and that Holmes accepted the check. However, the Sherlockian Les Moskowitz convinced me oth-
erwise. Watson wrote that after the £12,000 offer, “But Holmes smiled and shook his head.” Note 
the “But,” which is not affirmative, and “shook his head,” not “nodded” his head. This is evidence 
that Holmes did not accept the £12,000 offer. There is no textual evidence that suggests that he did. 
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“I must take the view, your Grace, that when a man embarks upon a 
crime, he is morally guilty of any other crime which may spring from it.” 

“Morally, Mr. Holmes. No doubt you are right. But surely not in the eyes 
of the law.122 A man cannot be condemned for a murder at which he was not 
present,123 and which he loathes and abhors as much as you do. The instant 
that he heard of it he made a complete confession to me, so filled was he 
with horror and remorse. He lost not an hour in breaking entirely with the 
murderer. Oh, Mr. Holmes, you must save him — you must save him! I tell 
you that you must save him!” The Duke had dropped the last attempt at 
self-command, and was pacing the room with a convulsed face and with his 
clenched hands raving in the air. At last he mastered himself and sat down 
once more at his desk. “I appreciate your conduct in coming here before you 
spoke to anyone else,” said he. “At least, we may take counsel how far we 
can minimize this hideous scandal.” 

“Exactly,” said Holmes. “I think, your Grace, that this can only be done by 
absolute frankness between us. I am disposed to help your Grace to the best 
of my ability, but, in order to do so, I must understand to the last detail how 
the matter stands. I realize that your words applied to Mr. James Wilder, 
and that he is not the murderer.” 

“No, the murderer has escaped.” 
Sherlock Holmes smiled demurely. 
“Your Grace can hardly have heard of any small reputation which I pos-

sess, or you would not imagine that it is so easy to escape me. Mr. Reuben 
Hayes was arrested at Chesterfield, on my information, at eleven o’clock last 
night. I had a telegram from the head of the local police before I left the 
school this morning.” 

The Duke leaned back in his chair and stared with amazement at my 
friend. 

“You seem to have powers that are hardly human,” said he. “So Reuben 
Hayes is taken? I am right glad to hear it, if it will not react upon the fate of 
James.” 

“Your secretary?” 
“No, sir, my son.” 
It was Holmes’s turn to look astonished. 

                                                                                                         
122 IRA BRAD MATETSKY: Victorian Britain followed the felony murder rule, under which a person 
causing a death while committing a felony was (and in many jurisdictions still is) just as liable for 
murder as one who kills another person intentionally. The only legally authorized punishment for 
murder, including felony murder, was death, although some sentences were commuted. See my 
article “Homicide and Punishment: Murder in the Sherlockian Canon” in William A. Walsh & 
Donny Zaldin, eds., Canon Law (BSI Press 2018).  
123 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 138, n. 63; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 966, n. 42. 
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“I confess that this is entirely new to me, your Grace. I must beg you to 
be more explicit.” 

“I will conceal nothing from you. I agree with you that complete frank-
ness, however painful it may be to me, is the best policy in this desperate 
situation to which James’s folly and jealousy have reduced us. When I was a 
very young man, Mr. Holmes, I loved with such a love as comes only once in 
a lifetime. I offered the lady marriage, but she refused it on the grounds that 
such a match might mar my career. Had she lived, I would certainly never 
have married anyone else. She died, and left this one child, whom for her 
sake I have cherished and cared for.124 I could not acknowledge the paternity 
to the world, but I gave him the best of educations, and since he came to 
manhood I have kept him near my person. He surmised my secret, and has 
presumed ever since upon the claim which he has upon me, and upon his 
power of provoking a scandal which would be abhorrent to me. His presence 
had something to do with the unhappy issue of my marriage. Above all, he 
hated my young legitimate heir from the first with a persistent hatred. You 
may well ask me why, under these circumstances, I still kept James under my 
roof. I answer that it was because I could see his mother’s face in his, and 
that for her dear sake there was no end to my long-suffering. All her pretty 
ways too — there was not one of them which he could not suggest and bring 
back to my memory. I could not send him away. But I feared so much lest 
he should do Arthur — that is, Lord Saltire — a mischief, that I dispatched 
him for safety to Dr. Huxtable’s school. 

 

                                                                                                         
124 SABINA HOLLIS: In England, a person born out of lawful wedlock was deemed filius nullius, or no 
one’s child. Except for inheritance, an adult filius nullius had the same legal rights as any commoner 
in England. Wilder could not inherit property as an “heir” from either parent through intestacy, nor 
could he inherit a noble title. A parent could give a natural child property outright or leave it by will 
if specific formalities were met. Any inheritance would be taxed ten percent more than that for lawful 
children. Even when inheritance parity was achieved in 1969, a non-marital first born son could not 
inherit a title without a special act of Parliament legitimating him. An illegitimate person’s property 
would escheat to the crown if there was no will, unless s/he had a surviving spouse or lawful children. 
A non-marital child born in England could not be legitimated after its parents married until 1926. 
The 1834 Poor Law obligated a mother to support her natural child and she was only able to obtain 
a paltry weekly sum for child support from the father after 1872. Unwed mothers bore society’s censure 
and ostracism for supposed moral corruption. Since they had difficulty getting employed, many gave 
up their children to institutions. An illegitimate child took on its mother’s stigma and taint. Many 
viewed that child as existing outside of society, respectability or virtue regardless of its character or 
actions. Aristocratic fathers routinely recognized their bye-blows before the sanctimoniously hypo-
critical Victorian era. In the late 19th century, a Lord Lieutenant’s reputation and power would 
plunge if an illegitimate child was suddenly revealed. Literary bastards are often given extreme char-
acteristics. Wilder fits the trope of the self-aggrandizing illegitimate usurper whose threat to order is 
excised from the community by exile or death. 
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“James came into contact with this fellow Hayes, because the man was a 
tenant of mine, and James acted as agent. The fellow was a rascal from the 
beginning, but, in some extraordinary way, James became intimate with 
him. He had always a taste for low company. When James determined to 
kidnap Lord Saltire, it was of this man’s service that he availed himself. You 
remember that I wrote to Arthur upon that last day. Well, James opened the 
letter and inserted a note asking Arthur to meet him in a little wood called 
the Ragged Shaw, which is near to the school. He used the Duchess’s name, 
and in that way got the boy to come. That evening James bicycled over — I 
am telling you what he has himself confessed to me — and he told Arthur, 
whom he met in the wood, that his mother longed to see him, that she was 
awaiting him on the moor, and that if he would come back into the wood at 
midnight he would find a man with a horse, who would take him to her. 
Poor Arthur fell into the trap. He came to the appointment, and found this 
fellow Hayes with a led pony.125 Arthur mounted, and they set off together. 
It appears — though this James only heard yesterday — that they were pur-
sued, that Hayes struck the pursuer with his stick, and that the man died of 
his injuries. Hayes brought Arthur to his public-house, the Fighting Cock, 
where he was confined in an upper room, under the care of Mrs. Hayes, who 
is a kindly woman, but entirely under the control of her brutal husband. 

“Well, Mr. Holmes, that was the state of affairs when I first saw you two 
days ago. I had no more idea of the truth than you. You will ask me what 
was James’s motive in doing such a deed. I answer that there was a great deal 
which was unreasoning and fanatical in the hatred which he bore my heir. In 
his view he should himself have been heir of all my estates, and he deeply 
resented those social laws which made it impossible.126 At the same time, he 
had a definite motive also. He was eager that I should break the entail,127 
                                                                                                         
125 OSH: Return, p. 365. 
126 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 140, n. 64; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 969, n. 43. 
127 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 140, n. 65; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 969, n. 44. SABINA HOLLIS: Property is 
entailed when ownership is either limited in nature (e.g., a life estate) or to specific individuals rather 
than descending to all the heirs at law in intestacy. In 1904, real property descended to the eldest son 
and personal property was shared among any surviving spouse and all of the deceased person’s chil-
dren if no will or deed existed. Entails were used to preserve wealth, status, and political power by 
curtailing any individual’s ability to sell or lay waste to family property during his custodianship. 
Entails were used to avoid repaying debts or having property confiscated for treason during the 
political strife of the English Civil War or the 18th century Jacobite and Monmouth rebellions. Two 
common entails created in deeds and wills are fee tails and strict settlements. Fee tails left property 
along a particular line, whether only to men (fee tail male), only to women (fee tail female) or only to 
the issue of a particular spouse (fee tail special). Strict settlements were complex arrangements usual-
ly giving the eldest son an income and a life interest to all or a part of the estate when he was 21 or 
married, and provided for other family members. In practice, the law limited entails to three or four 
generations. Dynastically ambitious families would repeatedly renew them. By 1894, plummeting 
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and he was of opinion that it lay in my power to do so. He intended to make 
a bargain with me — to restore Arthur if I would break the entail, and so 
make it possible for the estate to be left to him by will. He knew well that I 
should never willingly invoke the aid of the police against him. I say that he 
would have proposed such a bargain to me, but he did not actually do so, for 
events moved too quickly for him, and he had not time to put his plans into 
practice. 

“What brought all his wicked scheme to wreck was your discovery of this 
man Heidegger’s dead body. James was seized with horror at the news. It 
came to us yesterday, as we sat together in this study. Dr. Huxtable had sent 
a telegram. James was so overwhelmed with grief and agitation that my sus-
picions, which had never been entirely absent, rose instantly to a certainty, 
and I taxed him with the deed.128 He made a complete voluntary confes-
sion.129 Then he implored me to keep his secret for three days longer, so as 
to give his wretched accomplice a chance of saving his guilty life. I yielded 
— as I have always yielded — to his prayers, and instantly James hurried off 
to the Fighting Cock to warn Hayes and give him the means of flight. I 
could not go there by daylight without provoking comment, but as soon as 
night fell I hurried off to see my dear Arthur. I found him safe and well, but 
horrified beyond expression by the dreadful deed he had witnessed. In defer-
ence to my promise, and much against my will, I consented to leave him 
there for three days, under the charge of Mrs. Hayes, since it was evident 
that it was impossible to inform the police where he was without telling 
them also who was the murderer, and I could not see how that murderer 
could be punished without ruin to my unfortunate James. You asked for 
frankness, Mr. Holmes, and I have taken you at your word, for I have now 
told you everything without an attempt at circumlocution or concealment. 
Do you in turn be as frank with me.” 

“I will,” said Holmes. “In the first place, your Grace, I am bound to tell 
you that you have placed yourself in a most serious position in the eyes of 
the law. You have condoned a felony, and you have aided the escape of a 

                                                                                                         
land revenues, inheritance taxes, the expanded voter franchise, and the Settled Land Acts of 1882-
1890 eroded the efficacy of entailing large estates. Lord Holderness, as the tenant in possession, 
could break orbar an entail by a private parliamentary repealing act, by application to the Court of 
Chancery for good cause, or by exercising a power of appointment or revocation in the entailing 
document. The Duke could bar by deed under The Fines and Recovery Acts of 1833 to get a base 
fee despite Lord Saltire’s minority or get full control over the property if the settlement’s trustees 
consented under the Settled Land Act of 1882. However, the Duke was too wealthy to end the 
entail by bankruptcy, nor would he be willing to disinherit his legitimate heir.  
128 LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 969, n. 45. 
129 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 140, n. 66; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 969, n. 46. 
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murderer, for I cannot doubt that any money which was taken by James 
Wilder to aid his accomplice in his flight came from your Grace’s purse.” 

The Duke bowed his assent. 
“This is, indeed, a most serious matter. Even more culpable in my opinion, 

your Grace, is your attitude towards your younger son. You leave him in this 
den for three days.” 

“Under solemn promises —” 
“What are promises to such people as these? You have no guarantee that 

he will not be spirited away again. To humor your guilty elder son, you have 
exposed your innocent younger son to imminent and unnecessary danger. It 
was a most unjustifiable action.” 

The proud lord of Holdernesse was not accustomed to be so rated in his 
own ducal hall. The blood flushed into his high forehead, but his conscience 
held him dumb. 

“I will help you, but on one condition only. It is that you ring for the 
footman and let me give such orders as I like.” 

Without a word, the Duke pressed the electric bell.130 A servant entered. 
“You will be glad to hear,” said Holmes, “that your young master is found. 

It is the Duke’s desire that the carriage shall go at once to the Fighting Cock 
Inn to bring Lord Saltire home. 

“Now,” said Holmes, when the rejoicing lackey had disappeared, “having 
secured the future, we can afford to be more lenient with the past. I am not in 
an official position, and there is no reason, so long as the ends of justice are 
served, why I should disclose all that I know. As to Hayes, I say nothing. The 
gallows awaits him, and I would do nothing to save him from it. What he will 
divulge I cannot tell, but I have no doubt that your Grace could make him 
understand that it is to his interest to be silent.131 From the police point of view 
                                                                                                         
130 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 141, n. 67. 
131 WBG, vol. 2, p. 629, n. 19; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 141, n. 68; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 970, n. 47. 
GREG DARAK: Holmes’s comment here seems a little odd. He has just stated about Hayes, “The 
gallows awaits him, and I would do nothing to save him from it.” If Hayes is going to be executed, 
what would make him want to protect the Duke’s interests? He is a “brutal” man and has not been 
presented as someone open to sympathy for anyone — when a stranger who has apparently injured 
his ankle appears at his door, instead of offering the man help, Hayes suggests that he just hop away. 
If he is this way with a stranger, why would he act kindly towards the Duke, whom he considers 
treated him “cruel bad,” sacking him without a character? With a sentence of death hanging over 
this man, how would it be in his interest to keep quiet? The first possibility to come to mind would 
be the promise of money and protection to his family. However, the description of Mrs. Hayes as 
“entirely under the control of her brutal husband” does not indicate someone who would be overly 
concerned about what happens to her after he is dead. 

There is only one way I can see Hayes being induced to protect James Wilder, and that is that the 
Duke would use his influence and/or money to get the charges against Hayes to be reduced. I don’t see 
Hayes being too happy even with just a life sentence, though. If the murder was described as having 
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he will have kidnapped the boy for the purpose of ransom. If they do not them-
selves find it out, I see no reason why I should prompt them to take a broader 
point of view. I would warn your Grace, however, that the continued presence 
of Mr. James Wilder in your household can only lead to misfortune.” 

“I understand that, Mr. Holmes, and it is already settled that he shall 
leave me forever, and go to seek his fortune in Australia.”132 

“In that case, your Grace, since you have yourself stated that any unhap-
piness in your married life was caused by his presence I would suggest that 
you make such amends as you can to the Duchess, and that you try to re-
sume those relations which have been so unhappily interrupted.”133 

“That also I have arranged, Mr. Holmes. I wrote to the Duchess this morning.” 
“In that case,” said Holmes, rising, “I think that my friend and I can con-

gratulate ourselves upon several most happy results from our little visit to the 
North. There is one other small point upon which I desire some light. This 
fellow Hayes had shod his horses with shoes which counterfeited the tracks 
of cows. Was it from Mr. Wilder that he learned so extraordinary a device?” 

The Duke stood in thought for a moment, with a look of intense surprise 
on his face. Then he opened a door and showed us into a large room fur-
nished as a museum. He led the way to a glass case in a corner, and pointed 

                                                                                                         
taken place in self-defense, with the teacher attacking Hayes, and Hayes striking back reflexively with 
his stick, perhaps he could look forward to being free within a certain time — if he holds his tongue. 

Holmes makes his own opinion clear, by saying he would do nothing to save Hayes from the gal-
lows. But it may be that his comment about the Duke making Hayes understand he should keep his 
silence was said with a veiled — or perhaps unveiled — sarcasm or irony. 
132 ROBERT VELD: Besides “The Priory School,” Australia or Australians are mentioned or feature 
in five of the stories that make up the Sherlock Holmes canon” “The Boscombe Valley Mystery,” 
“The Gloria Scott,” “The Empty House,” “The Abbey Grange,” and “The Disappearance of Lady 
Francis Carfax.” First claimed for the British Empire in August 1770 by Captain James Cook, the 
land mass that would become known as Australia was later settled as a British penal colony with the 
arrival of the First Fleet in 1788 

By the time of the events of “The Priory School” (commonly believed to have taken place in 1901) 
and James Wilder’s arrival in the country sometime shortly thereafter (a voyage by sea of about 50 
days at the time), the six separate British self-governing colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, 
Queensland, Tasmania, South Australia, and Western Australia had undergone federation and unit-
ed to become the Commonwealth of Australia. With a population of only 3.8 million in 1901-02 
and an economy still heavily driven by exports of agricultural goods, gold and other raw materials to 
England, Australia was still very much reliant on the mother country for its well-being.  

The Duke’s son James would have been in a highly advantageous position to benefit from the op-
portunities that would have been made available to him courtesy of the influence of his father, albeit 
in a discreet capacity so as not to reveal their lineage. It is also not out of the question to suppose 
that the Duke may have already had business interests and networks established in the country, 
hence the decision that was taken to send his son to the other side of the world and the (apparent) 
speed with which the decision was made — a conclusion that can be drawn from the Duke’s resolute 
statement to Holmes regarding the matter being “already settled.” 
133 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 142, n. 69. 
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to the inscription. 
“These shoes,” it ran, “were dug up in the moat of Holdernesse Hall. They 

are for the use of horses, but they are shaped below with a cloven foot of 
iron,134 so as to throw pursuers off the track. They are supposed to have be-
longed to some of the marauding Barons of Holdernesse in the Middle Ages.” 

Holmes opened the case, and moistening his finger he passed it along 
the shoe. A thin film of recent mud was left upon his skin. 

“Thank you,” said he, as he replaced the glass. “It is the second most in-
teresting object that I have seen in the North.” 

“And the first?” 
Holmes folded up his check135 and placed it carefully in his notebook.136 

“I am a poor man,”137 said he, as he patted it affectionately, and thrust it into 
the depths of his inner pocket. 

                                                                                                         
134 WBG, vol. 2, p. 629, n. 20; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 142, n. 70; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 971, n. 48. 
135 WBG, vol. 2. P. 629, n. 21; LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 142, n. 71. 
136 IRA BRAD MATETSKY: Did Holmes commit a crime by taking the Duke’s money, under the 
circumstances of this case? The eminent Sherlockian (and Canadian magistrate) S. Tupper Bigelow said 
yes. Bigelow, “Sherlock Holmes and Misprision of Felony,” Baker Street Journal, 8:3 (July 1958): 
139. On the other hand, the eminent Sherlockian (and Canadian magistrate) S. Tupper Bigelow 
said no. S. Tupper Bigelow, “Misprision of Felony and Sherlock Holmes,” Sherlock Holmes Journal 5:1 
(Winter 1961): 68 (Winter 1961). It must be noted that in the latter article, “The Priory School” is 
described as the case in which Holmes came closest to committing this type of crime. Both articles are 
reprinted in Bigelow, S. Tupper, The Baker Street Briefs (Metropolitan Toronto Reference Library 
n.d./Battered Silicon Dispatch Box 1993, 2000). I have observed before that while it is said that a 
good lawyer can argue either side of a given legal question, Judge Bigelow is one of the few to have 
publicly done so. 
137 LSK, Ref.: Return, p. 142, n. 72; LSK, 2 New Ann. p. 971, n. 49. GREG DARAK: The ethics of 
Holmes’s action at the end of “The Priory School” have often been questioned. Is he taking a bribe 
from the Duke to keep quiet? I don’t think so. The Duke has offered a reward totaling six thousand 
pounds for anyone who could tell him the answer to two questions. Holmes answers the questions, 
so he is taking no more than he has earned. When the Duke offers him twice the amount in an 
apparent attempt to keep him quiet, he refuses it. Holmes allows James Wilder to escape the conse-
quences of his crime, but this is no more than he has done for others who he believes might reform, 
such as James Ryder in “The Blue Carbuncle.” There is no indication that Wilder knew of 
Heidegger’s death — when Holmes and Watson see him heading towards The Fighting Cock after 
hearing of it, his face is described as having “horror in every lineament.” When Holmes hears that 
Wilder is the Duke’s son, and might have been bent towards his actions through the circumstances 
of his upbringing instead of just greed, he shows sympathy towards him, and is willing to give him 
the opportunity to reform himself, as he does Gilchrist in “The Three Students.” 

The six thousand pounds is Holmes’s reward, fairly earned, and his actions regarding Wilder are 
the same as those he’s taken (or not taken) with cases involving people much less wealthy than the 
Duke. I believe Holmes’s own actions in this story are ethical. As stated elsewhere, he clearly disas-
sociates himself from whatever actions the Duke may take regarding Hayes. 
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ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE AND THE  
C.P.R. SECURITIES 

Hartley R. Nathan* 

INTRODUCTION 
“The Adventure of Black Peter” was set in July, 1895 and published in The 
Strand in February, 1904. On July 3, 1895, Peter Carey, known as Black Peter, 
was found dead in his cabin, transfixed by a harpoon. Inspector Stanley Hop-
kins attends at 221B Baker Street to solicit Holmes’ assistance. Watson writes: 

Stanley Hopkins drew from his pocket a drab-covered note-book. 
The outside was rough and worn, the leaves discoloured. On the 
first page were written the initials “J.H.N.” and the date “1883.” 
Holmes laid it on the table and examined it in his minute way, while 
Hopkins and I gazed over each shoulder. On the second page 
were the printed letters “C.P.R.,” and then came several sheets of 
numbers. Another heading was Argentine, another Costa Rica, and 
another San Paolo, each with pages of signs and figures after it. 

“What do you make of these?” asked Holmes. 
“They appear to be lists of Stock Exchange securities. I thought 

that ‘J.H.N.’ were the initials of a broker, and that ‘C.P.R.’ may 
have been his client” 

“Try Canadian Pacific Railway,” said Holmes. 
Hopkins continues:  

“I would also urge that the introduction into the case of a 
document relating to large masses of valuable securities gives us 
for the first time some indication of a motive for the crime.”  

And Holmes responds:  
“I must admit both your points . . . . Have you endeavored to 

trace any of the securities here mentioned?” 
When they attend at the deceased’s cabin they note the lock has been 

tampered with. At night they apprehend a young man trying to break in. He 
identifies himself as John Hopley Neligan. He explains that his father was a 
partner in Dawson & Neligan Bank, which failed, and that “[i]t has always 
been said that my father stole all the securities and fled.” His father had left 
a list of the securities and intended to sell them and pay off the creditors. 
                                                                                                         
* Hartley Nathan, QC, MBt, BSI is a founder and former president of the Bootmakers of Toronto, a 
member of the Sons of the Copper Beeches and the Friends of the ACD Collection. 
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ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE INVESTS IN RAILWAY SECURITIES 
Conan Doyle was keen to invest in railway securities. Here is what Andrew 

Lycett states in his biography of Conan Doyle for the month of July, 1892:1 
His outgoings show a taste for financial investments. The name of 
a stockbroker, Pim, Vaughan, begins to appear, as he acquires hold-
ings in basic utilities including the Portsmouth Tram Company 
and the Glasgow and South Western Railway . . . . 

In Conan Doyle’s pocket diary for July, 1892 it shows a cash account where he 
lists all of the money that came in monthly from his writing and investments. 
One entry reads: “Interest (Canadian Railway) 3.28.0.”2 Obviously this was 
another investment in railway securities.  

RAILWAYS IN BRITAIN 
The railway mania hit Britain starting in the late 1830s. By 1837 fifty 

railway companies were operating under thirty Acts of Parliament over five 
hundred miles of track. 

In 1845 two hundred railway Bills had been presented to Parliament, and 
three thousand miles of new lines had been constructed. 

The “railway mania” culminated in 1846, when two hundred and seventy 
Bills received Royal Assent and provided for new construction at a cost of 
£350,000,000. But by 1847 the boom was over.3 It picked up momentum 
again in the 1860s. In 1862 the first great Companies Act providing for limited 
liability for shareholders was passed.4 

There were numerous railway lawsuits involving railway accidents: 
Charles Dickens was caught in the carnage of a mid-Victorian rail-
way accident. He was returning from a visit to France with his mis-
tress Ellen Ternan, and near Staplehurst in Kent the repair gang 
had muddled the time of the boat train and removed part of the 
track, with the result that some of the wooden coaches ran down the 
embankment and were shattered. Dickens’s coach just failed to do 
the same. It was as though destiny had relented at the last moment 
and allowed him precisely five more years of creative activity.5 

                                                                                                         
1 Andrew Lycett: Conan Doyle: The Man Who Created Sherlock Holmes, Weidenfeld & Nicholson 
(London, 2007) at page 197. He refers to “a stockbroker, Pim Vaughan” as Conan Doyle’s broker. 
No trace can be found of such a broker now. 
2 The diary is in the British Museum in London. Accession No. DD MS 88924/5/2. 
3 See C.H.S. Fifoot: Judge and Jurist in the Reign of Queen Victoria, Stevens and Sons Limited (London, 
1959) at pages 57 to 60. 
4 Companies Act (25 and 26 Vict. C. 89). 
5 See C. Forsythe: The Decoding of Edwin Drood, Victor Gollancz Ltd. (London, 1980) at page 13. 
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THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY (“C.P.R.”) 
In Canada, prior to the formation of the Dominion of Canada on July 1, 

1867 (“Confederation”), companies were formed by special acts. After Con-
federation it became possible for companies to be incorporated federally or 
provincially, as well as by the acts of the Canadian Parliament or one of the 
respective provincial legislatures.6 

In 1871, Sir John A. Macdonald, Prime Minister of Canada, gave an under-
taking to British Columbia, then a British colony, that if British Columbia 
would join Canada and not the U.S., Canada would build the C.P.R. The 
construction of the railway started in Montreal in 1881 and was completed 
on November 7, 1885, the last spike being driven by Sir Donald A. Smith 
(later Lord Strathcona in 1897) at Craigellachie, Eagle Pass in the Rockies, 
about halfway between Calgary and Vancouver.  

The C.P.R. was incorporated on February 15, 1881 by special Act of 
Parliament.7 Its capital stock was $25,000,000, divided into shares of $100 each. 

The C.P.R. was also authorized to issue up to $25,000,000 of bonds 
bearing interest at four percent per annum guaranteed by the Government of 
Canada. 

Section 28 of the Schedule A to the Act also authorized the C.P.R. under 
the authority of a special general meeting of the shareholders to issue mortgage 
bonds to the extent of $10,000 per mile of the railway. It went on to refer to 
“preferred stock” that could also be issued. 

It appears that there was certain latitude given to the C.P.R. to issue securi-
ties as long as they were approved by the shareholders and the Government of 
Canada.  

WHAT ARE “SECURITIES”? 
Six or more references were made to “securities” in “Black Peter.” It is 

appropriate to look a little more closely at the exact nature of “securities” and 
to indicate the various forms they may take. 

They fall into two primary classes which legal theory tries to keep rigidly 
separated but which in economic reality merge into each other. The first of 
these classes is described as “shares”; the second loosely as “debentures” or 
“bonds.” The basic legal distinction between them is that a share constitutes 
the holder of a share a member of the corporation and the share pays divi-
dends to the shareholder, whereas the holder of a debenture is a creditor of  
 

                                                                                                         
6 See F.W. Wegenast: The Law of Canadian Companies, Burroughs and Company (Eastern) Limited 
(Toronto, 1931) at pages 441-6. 
7 An Act Respecting the Canadian Pacific Railway (44 Victoria Chapter 1). 
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the corporation (not a member of the corporation) and the debenture pays 
interest to its holder. 

Bonds 
Strictly speaking, any formal obligation of a corporation is a “bond.” But 

the term “bond” is specially applied to a form of instrument under which a 
corporation pledges the whole or part of its assets or undertaking to secure 
an obligation in the nature of a loan. In order to facilitate the “issue” of the 
security the bond is usually divided, like capital stock, into portions, each 
representing a definite amount, so that instead of the single “bond” it is usual 
to employ the plural, “bonds.” 

Facility in paying the interest on bonds is often provided by interest 
“coupons” attached to the bonds, each coupon representing an interest period 
and being payable at a stated time. Where this coupon device is not employed 
for payment of interest, provision is made for the “registration” of the bonds 
so that it may be determinable to whom the interest should be paid. 

Debentures 
Strictly speaking, a “debenture” is simply a debt of a corporation. The term 

“debenture” is essentially equivalent to the term “bond” — the former term 
being more common in England while the latter is more common in the 
United States and Canada.8 

Examples of Notices of a C.P.R. Preference Stock Dividend and a C.P.R. 
Consolidated Debenture Stock Dividend are reprinted on the previous page. 

SHERLOCK HOLMES AND RAILWAY SECURITIES 
In “The Stockbroker’s Clerk” Hall Pycroft is a dupe in a scheme to steal 

American Railway bonds worth nearly £100,000 from Mason & Williams, 
Stockbrokers. “Stockbrokers” were also referred to in “Black Peter,” “The 
Bruce-Partington Plans,” and in “The Blanched Soldier.” 

ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE AND THE C.P.R. 
Conan Doyle and his brother Innes voyaged home from New York, De-

cember 8-15, aboard the “Etruria,” at the end of their 1894 North American 
tour.9 Another passenger was Sir Donald Smith, later Lord Strathcona,  

                                                                                                         
8 Wegenast, supra, note 6 at page 630. 
9 See Christopher Redmond: Welcome to America, Mr. Sherlock Holmes, Simon & Pierre (Toronto, 
1987) at page 152. 
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referred to earlier as the man who drove the famous “last spike” to complete 
the cross-county track of the C.P.R. 

Over the years, Conan Doyle and Lord Strathcona had multiple opportu-
nities to spend time in each other’s company. There was a dinner honoring 
the illustrator Sir John Tenniel in June 1901. Strathcona and Conan Doyle 
were on the organizing committee. Both were at a meeting on February 25, 
1903 to establish a social club for soldiers and sailors temporarily in London.10 

CONCLUSION 
Conan Doyle had enough “connections” direct and indirect with the 

C.P.R. for him to give it honourable mention in the story of “Black Peter.” 
One cannot be precise as to the nature of his investments in the Glasgow 

and South Western Railway and the C.P.R. but the entry in his diary strongly 
suggests an investment in a C.P.R. bond by reference to “interest.” A bond 
could never be worth more than its face value as a bond, but it would be worth 
a considerable amount at auction if the certificate was located in his name. 
 

                                                                                                         
10 The Standard, Thursday, Feb. 26, 1903, “The Union Jack Club — Mansion House Meeting.” 
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EPHEMERAL TREASURES, 
DURABLE MEMORIES 

Ross E. Davies* 

very year, the Baker Street Almanac and its editors receive many kind 
and cheerful holiday greetings. We are grateful for each of them. 
Quite a few of those greetings are presented beautifully and distinc-

tively — some in words, some in pictures, some in both. One of our institu-
tional resolutions at the begininng of this new year was to share more joy. 
Thus, here we are, sharing with you a selection — just a few of the many — 
of the joyful holiday ephemera that certain kindly Sherlockian souls have 
shared with us. They follow this introduction in the following order: 

1. “I had called upon my friend Sherlock Holmes upon the second morning after 
Christmas.” — from Roger Johnson and Jean Upton. Roger and Jean can be 
relied upon every year for a goose that can be repeatedly relished with or 
without unnecessary delay. Their 2020 Christmas is a remarkably cheerful 
— and, in the original, colorful — creature. 

2. “But Holmes do you think Mrs Hudson would like a marble bust of Athene 
for Christmas? — from Elaine and Jonathan McCafferty. The McCaffertys 
are certainly “charming correspondent[s].” Their holiday cards are “very 
sprightly,” though, alas, it seems unlikely we will ever know how they com-
pare with Lady Eva’s letters. And while Jonathan appears splendidly danger-
ous as Charles Augustus Milverton, we suspect that his hearty laugh might 
reveal an Escott under that disguise. 

3. Joyeux Noël 2020 and Merry Christmas 2020 — from Thierry Saint-
Joanis. Thierry is generously accommodating to those of us with limited 
language skills, providing two versions of his Christmas card, one in French 
and one in English. Moreover, his generosity during the recent holiday season 
extended to a third card, though it is, technically, a 2021 card. He explained 
in an email on January 3, 2021: 

From French people to French people, we only send one single 
card: the greeting card for the new year. And the rule is to send it 
after January 1, never before (and, of course, it is impossible to send 
it after January 31, out of politeness). But as our Anglo-Saxon 
friends proceed differently and send a card before Christmas, 
when you are French and Holmesian, you must create two cards 
(one for Christmas and one for the New Year). Twice the work!  

                                                                                                         
* Ross Davies is a Green Bag editor. 
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This explains why the French are sometimes the last to send a 
New Year greeting card. In France, it only exists during January 
and can only be used during January, by French old superstition. 
Thus, at Christmastime, the French period of the New Year card 
is coming and has only just begun. We do not yet know what can 
happen in terms of the card. The best or the worst. ;o)) 

Bonne année et la carte est à suivre . . . 

Thierry’s New Year card did indeed follow, and here it is: 

 
Mighty clever uses of that zero and the 221, and of the B! 

4. The Second Bruce-Partington Tragedy — from Nicholas Utechin. Nick’s 
pamphlet-format sequel to the original Bruce-Partington adventure brings 
to mind Otto Penzler’s famous holiday-themed detective fiction pamphlets. 
BRUC2d (that seems like a suitable abbreviation of the title of Nick’s story) 
is prefaced by a note that the story is: 

Printed in Baskerville, in an edition of 25 copies for friends at 
CHRISTMAS 2020 at the close of the strangest of years. 

We strongly suspect that the reason the Baker Street Almanac received one of 
those 25 BRUC2d pamphlets was that we were fairly close to the top of an 
alphabetical listing of Nick’s many hundreds (or, more likely, thousands) of 
friends (or perhaps just near the top of the Bs). If that was the case, it was 
merely one of the many occasions on which having a first initial near the 
beginning of the alphabet is a blessing. It seems a just and fair offset of one 
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of the equally numerous occasions on which being near the front of an alpha-
betical queue is a curse. In any event, it is a good story, no matter the name 
of the reader. 

5. “There’s our man, Watson! Come along.” — from Burt and Kathi Wolder. 
This card is great fun as an admirably well-executed photoshopping of a Paget 
Sherlock illustration into a Paget-Wolder “Where’s Waldo” picture. It’s a bit 
easier in the orginal color version, but if you try hard you will surely solve the 
puzzle. 

But first, here is the Baker Street Almanac’s own holiday postcard: 

 
All the holiday greetings reprinted here are copyright 2020 by the creators/ 

senders. Thanks to all of them for permitting the Baker Street Almanac to 
share their Sherlockianly entertaining greetings with you.  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   361 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   362 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   363 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   364 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   365 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   366 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   367 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   368 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   369 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   370 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   371 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   372 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   373 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   374 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   375 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   376 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   377 

 
 

  



EPHEMERAL TREASURES, DURABLE MEMORIES 

2021   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   378 

 
 



 

 

ORDER ANOTHER ALMANAC? 

The Baker Street Almanac 
via PayPal (http://greenbag.org/almanacs/BS/bsa.html), or use this form: 
________________________________________________________________ 

Item  Price Quantity  Total 

Baker Street Almanac 

2021 print edition 

 Domestic (within U.S.A.) $30 x ______ = $ _________ 

 International $45 x ______ = $ _________ 

2020 print edition     sold out 

2019 print edition 

 Domestic (within U.S.A.) $40 x ______ = $ _________ 

 International $55 x ______ = $ _________ 

GRAND TOTAL (your check should be for this amount) $ _________ 

There are no separate shipping charges. 
Ship to: 

Name:  ____________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________________________________ 

State: ________________________________    Zip code:  _________ 

Country: _____________________________    Postal code:   _________ 

Please send this form, with your check (to the Green Bag) to: 
The Green Bag, 6600 Barnaby Street NW, Washington, DC 20015. 

Thank you! 

 



 

 

  



 

 

The ACD Society  
Membership Form 

Please use this form to join the ACD Society 
or  

use PayPal by going to http://acdsociety.com/ and scrolling to the bottom 
of the page, where you will find a payment button. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 Price  Number of   Total 
 per year  calendar years  cost 

ACD Society Membership: $10 U.S. x _____ = $ _____ 

Your check, payable to the Green Bag, should be for the “Total” amount. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Please use this email address to communicate with me about ACD Society 
business: 

Email: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Please send my ACD Society membership card and newsletters to: 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________ 

City:  _________________________________ State: _______________ 

Postal/zip code: _______________ Country: _________________________ 

Please send this form, with your check payable to the Green Bag, to this address: 

The ACD Society, 6600 Barnaby St. NW, Washington, DC 20015. 

Thank you! 

Questions? Comments? Please email us at acdsocy@gmail.com.  



 

 

 
PLEASE SUBSCRIBE! 

A basic domestic (U.S.) Green Bag subscription (four issues of the jour-
nal, plus one Almanac & Reader) costs $55/year. The international (outside 
the U.S.) rate is $80/year. An “extravagant” domestic subscription (the basic, 
plus four surprise items/year) is $75/year. The international rate is $100/year. 
To learn more about our extravagance, see 19 Green Bag 2d 3 (2015). 

Before you subscribe, please note: When you buy a Green Bag subscrip-
tion, that is all you are buying – one copy of each issue of the journal and the 
Almanac & Reader (plus, for the “extravagant,” the extra surprises) for the 
duration of your paid order. Everything else we make is a gift (e.g., a bobble-
head Justice) that may or may not be given to some subscribers and other 
people, or something else (e.g., a Lunchtime Law Quiz prize). 

On our website, gift-givers will find a nice gift notice they may use. 
If you have a questions, please email us at subscriptions@greenbag.org. 
To subscribe online, go to www.greenbag.org. (PayPal is the only form of 

electronic payment we accept.) Otherwise, complete this form and send it, 
with your check payable to the Green Bag, to the address below. 

Please send this Green Bag subscription (circle a dollar figure in the table 
below) . . .  

SUBSCRIPTION TYPE 1 year 2 years 3 years 

Basic domestic $55 $110 $165 

Basic international $80 $160 $240 

Extravagant domestic $75 $150 $225 

Extravagant international $100 $200 $300 

. . . to (fill in the blanks): 

Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________________________________ 

State/Zip: ____________________________________________________ 

6600 Barnaby St. NW, Washington, DC 20015 

Thank you very much! 






